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THE 



A.R G U M E N T. 

Job, who was a man illufirious /or bis piety , and for* 
bis patience, lived about tbe time that the children of 
Ifrael were in Egypt. There are three things con¬ 
tained in this book : I. Tbe bijlory of Job's afflictions . 
'll. Tbe difputes between him and bis friends, upon 
this quejlion, W he thee God affli&s good men in 
this world ? and whether adyerfity is a proof of 
his wrath and difplcafdre ? III. Tbe end of Job’s 
afflictions, and tbe prafperity which fucceeded. This 
boqjc, which is writ in a figurative ftyle, contains 
feveral excellent infiruClions ; and we are there to 
obferve particularly what fenliments the men in his 
Ogc entertained concerning tbe principal points and 
moft important duties of Religion . Tbe iejlimony 

which Cod , by - tbe prophet Ezekiel, bears to Job, 
ranking hi* with men of tbe greatefi piety , fuel as 
Noah and Daniel} and wbat tbe apojlle St James 
fiys of him , confirms tbe truth of this bijlory , and 
engages us to confider what is contained in it with 
tbe greater attention. 
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J O B, 

CHAP. T. 


T H E firft chapter teaches us three things : 

I. The great piety and profperiry of jo!/. 
II. How God,- to try him, anti to confute 
the calumnies of^atan, fuffered him to be deprivctl 
of all his goods and his children. III. I iis religtu- 
tion under ail thefe afflictions. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. fp H E firft reflection to be made on this chnp- 
ter, relates to 'jab's great pietv. 'Flys we 
have a convincing proof* of in the tdimiony of God 
himl’eli*, when helms of job, that 'he was aperf,.! 
and an :-trig. t r,: v\ :>:> that feir d G'd, and ejehetved 
; ■ and !>;■: a: as none hke him'in tie ear to. 

His piety hk'-vi:i-‘ appe irs in the care he took to 
pray, and oftl-r fieriticts in btjialf of hjs chiidien. 
From hence wc* may conclude, that there have been 
-in the moit diftant ages, perfons endued with go at 
piety •, and that it is the duty of parents to pray for 
their children, and to in (pile th< lr families with t. c 
fear of God. II. The n-.xt lefle'-'tion relates to the 
great riches and profperity ef this holy man, and 
the change which happened in his condition.. He 
tvas the richeft man in all the country where lie- 
dwelt; but was at or.ee deprived of his fubftance, 
his children, and all that was dear to him ; ami law 
himfelf reduced to the moll deplorable condition. 
This very, remarkable in fiance teaches t;s,’ that thole 
who fear God, do fometimes enjoy gif at proljx-rity, 
and the blefflngs of this life •, hut that God docs like- 
wife, when he plcafes, deprive them of thefc blt-fs- 
Ings, and reduce them to a ftate of great adverfiry’; 
and therefore, that afflictions are not always a proof 
of God’s wiatli. HI. What God faid to Satan 
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"proves thele two things: one is. That neither the 
devil nor man can hurt good people, any further 
than God permits them : and the other. That when 
God expoles his children to temptations andfuffer- 
ings, fie does it to try them, and to manif.-lt their 
flitch and piety. Laftly, The manner in which Jjb 
received all hit misfortunes, deferves to be very par¬ 
ticularly confkiered : in the midlt of his troubles he 
exprefled the mofl f’urprizing cohfiancy and religna- 
tiun, and even blefled C«xi in the moll deplorable 
condition. Thus fliould we glorify God by our pa¬ 
tience ; receive without qjurmuring tiie mofl fevere 
and afflicting difpenfations’ of providence j blcfling 
God in adverfity, as well as in prof'p. r;:y nod fay¬ 
ing, upon all occafinns, Tu Lord . .?cv, a-tl-r Lcrii 
b.i.h taken ; bi j e.l U tit nevnc rj tj^Lonl. 

C II A P. II. 

I. A S Satan dill* continue ! to aecule Jo 1 , God 
permits him to finite him with a very griev- 
oir. and painful drieafe. • II. job receives this new 
dial with conlUnrv, and reproves his wife for urging 
him to repine. 111. 7ii’s mentis comedo vifit him. 

Rh rLtcTiOK s. 

T"* 11 F, following retleelions Oiould be made upon 
the three parts ot G.is. clupti-t: I. That God, 
to confound Satan, and give lull proof of J.:>'s 
linceritv, permitted Satan to (mite that holy man 
with a it range and moll painful diteale, after he had 
loll liis goods and his children. God* often vilits 
thole he loves with the moll levere afflictions which 
he doe? to trv them, and to give them an opportu¬ 
nity to fhew tne fiiictriiy of their* attentions. II. In 
the fccond part of tins chapter we are to take notflfr, 
on one hand, of the bchaviujliot Job's wife, who, 

A j intlead 
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inftead of encouraging and comforting him, tempted 
him to murmur ag|inft God, and curfe him *, and 
on the.other, the wonderful conftancy of Job, who 
always preferved his integrity, and faid to hi* wife, 
Wbat ? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and Jhall we not receive evilt Here us confider, 
that perfcns united by marriage, or otherwile, are 
guilty of a great fin when they do not endeavour 
to edify one another, and mutually exhort each other 
to holinefs and that, whefi it pleafes God to afflift 
us, it behoves us humbly to fubmit to his will, and 
acquiefce in all his difpeniations ; knowing that evil 
as well as good proceed from him, and that afflic¬ 
tions are not lefs ufeful to us than, profperity and 
fuccefs. .Ill, The example of the three friends of 
Job, who^me to vifit him in his adverfity,*teaches 
us, that it is our duty to be concerned for perfons 
in affii&ion •, and, as St Paul fays, to mourn with 
tbofe that mourn , and to do all we can to comfort 
them. 


CHAP. III. 

7 0 5, under the load of his fufferings, curies the 
day of his birth, wifhes for death, and complains 
that God had let him live to endure fo many afflic¬ 
tions. 

Reflections. 

W E fiiould look' upon the complaints that Job 
makes in this chapter, as an effeft of the 
violence of his fufferings, and as one of thofc infir¬ 
mities, which perfons even of fmcere piety are liable 
to *, which (hews the great infirmity of # the flefti, and 
how much we ought to be upon our guard, that our 
infirmities do not drive us into impatience and mur- 
murings. Job faid, it would have been better for 

him 
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him not to have been born, or to have died before 
his adverficy; but this he faid in the exccfs of his 
grief. He was not ignorant, that if God lets fome 
men live in extreme affliction, we ought not to ima¬ 
gine, thole perfons would be happier to be dead. 
He knew, and he acknowledges it in this book,- that 
the goodnefs of God is infinite, and his wifdom in¬ 
fallible ; that he does nothing without good reafon, 
founded on our good •, and that thfe condition he 
places us in, is always that which is moft convenient 
for us. It is therefore our duty to fubmit ourfelves 
with refignation and chearfulnefs to every thing that 
it Hull pleafe God to' bring upon us; efpecially, if 
we confider, that inftead of ufing us with too much 
feverity, he never puniflies us fo much as our fins 
deferve ? and if our weakr\ffs fhould lead us to mur¬ 
mur, arid we do not immediately difeover the rea- 
fons of God’s proceedings with us, we muft Check 
thofe motions of impatience, and bear our crofs 
as long as it fiiall pleafe GoS to. lay it upon us, 
waiting till he thinks fit to put an end to our afflic¬ 
tions. 

CHAP. IV. 

E LI P IfA Z, the firfl of Job's friends, reproves 
him for grieving fo exceffively himfelf, who 
had formerly preached patience to others in afflic¬ 
tion: He reprei’ents God as afflicting the wicked, 
but hot good men •. He relates a vifion which he 
had feen, wherein God had convinced him of-his 
juftice, and of tlie meannefs and corruption of hu¬ 
man nature. By this difeourfe, Elipbaz meant to' 
perfuade Job, that God afflicted hirrrbccauie of his 
fins-, and that the piety he had expreflpd during 
his profperity was not fincerej and that he was not 
fufficiently inftruCted in jh>s own meannefs antfrun- 
worthincls. 

A + 
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JOB, 

Reflections. 


T HE principal reflection we ought to make 
upon the difcourle of Eiipbaz, is, that although 
it be true, in general, that the innocent never perilh, 
and that God afflids men for their fins ; yet Eiipbaz 
was to blame for concluding from thence, that Job 's 
virtue had not been fincere ; fince God does alfo fend 
misfortunes to good people. Wherefore, it would 
be judging very rafhly and hallily, to believe that 
men are wicked, or hypocrites, only becauie they are 
afflicted; on the contrary, juftice and piety require 
us to judge charitably of them v efpecially, when 
their lives have been .innocent, as Job's had been. 
The vifion that Eiipbaz relates here, is very re- 
maikable, and full of fhftrudlon. .God often re¬ 
vealed himi'clf to the men of thofe times, by.yifions 
'anJ by*drearr.s, and by a voice. Thus did he ifcvcal 
himfclf to Eiijbaz, «o teach him that God is per¬ 
fectly righteous in all his works •, and that map-ought 
to acknowledge, that he is in God’s fight nothing 
but a weak and Corrupt creature. 

C H A P. V. 

. •> 

I. TT' LI PH A7> treats of the judgments of God 
Py upon the wicked, -and their poilerity : Upon 
-which occafion he fays many very excellent things, 
repreftnting the power, juftice, and goodnels of the 
Lord; and in particular, his uiual method of con¬ 
founding the wicked, and delivering, the righteous. 
II. He fpeaksof flic ufefulnels of God’s corredions ; 
exhorts Job to improve by thofe which God had 
vifited him with, and to" acknowledge his fins •, giv¬ 
ing him hopes, that bv this means he fhould be de- 
JiyKisd from his misfortunes, and reilorcd to his 
former condition. 


R E F L E C- 
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Reflections. 

ft'HE inflru£tions contained in this chapter arc 
■*- the following. I. 'I'hat though the wicked 
jjrofpcr, the judgments of God pujtfue them, and 
their happinefs does not laft long. What Elipbaz 
here fays upon this fubjeft is very true, bqt his 
application of it to Job, is wong. II; That God, 
ii* his unbounded wifdojn and power, is the difpofer 
t)f all events, and cfpecially of thofe that happen to 
men,, difpenfing them with perfect righteoufnefs, and 
great goodnefs •, infomuch that, fooner or later, the 
•wicked are confounded, and the righteous delivered ; 
this every day’s experience confirms; .which fhould 
be a powerful motive to forfake fin, and engage us 
to put our whole trtift in God alone. III. That it 
is a great happinefs for men to be corrected; and 
therefore, that we fhould chearfully fubmit to afflic¬ 
tions, as L.lipbaz exprefils in thefe remarkable words: 
Haply is the titan wl!m Gcd ccrreblclh: Therefore 
btjf je net thou the daJUnl-g of the Ahnigbty, for 
he maketb fre , and bindo'.b ;<r\ be vo'nnd.th, and 
Us bands make tvhek. From hence it follows, that 
the courfe wc have to-take in all our milerie$, is 
to humble ourfelvcs before God, to make a right 
ufe of his corrections, and to have rccourfe to him. 
Thofe who do this may be fecurc, as it is obferved 
at the end of this chapter, that God will deliver 
them from the afflictions and dangers they are ex- 
pofeil to, and toad them with his favouis, after he 
lias > tried them by fuflerings. 

C H A P. VI. 

I N this chapter JJ\ in reply to what Elipbaz 
had faid, juftifles his complaints by the vio¬ 
lence of his fuflerings i and itill withes for death. 

/ TT i T 
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II. He complains of his friends, who, inftead of 
comforting him, only reproached him. 

Reflections. 

I. np H E defcription Job here gives of the great- 

nefs of his misfortunes, and his endeavour 
to juftify the complaints he had given way to, /hew, 
that ’even chofe whom God loves, and who fear 
him, may be reduced to a very deplorable ftaje, 
and overwhelmed with grifcf and fufterings j and 
chat in fuch a condition, through human wcaknefs, 
they may fall into impatience. Though thefc are 
Infirmities which God. pardons in his children *, yet 
it is our duty to endeavour to overcome them, and 
not to complain too much in our fevereft afflictions. 

II. Job's complaint of EUpbaz and his friends was 
Very juft; fince, inftead of comforting him j they 
did nothing but reproach him, and judge him, in a 
very uncharitable manner. This teaches us always 
to judge favourably of perfons irr affli&ion, and 
above* all, of fuch as have been remarkable for their 
piety i not to increafe their grief by uncharitable 
cenfures, but rather to treat them with tendernefs 
and compaflion, and to endeavour to alleviate their 
misfortunes, and to ufe all poifible means to com¬ 
fort them. 


CHAP. VII. 

I.T05 deferibes the miferies of -human life, and 
J particularly the feverity of the afflictions he 
himfelf endured. II. He intreats God to have 
companion on him, and to fparc bis wcaknefs *, 
he reprefents the horror and uneafiriefs he was ex- 
pofed to, and implores God’s mercy, and the pardon 
of his fins. 


K m e c- 
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Ref i. eCtions. 

TN this chapter we are reminded of the vanity 
- apd Ihortnefs of human life, and how many 
miferies man is expofed to in this world. This 
truth Job teaches us, when he. fays, That there is a 
hind of warfare appointed to man upon earth ; and 
when he fets before us his own example, and the 
greatnefs of his 'fufferings. Now, if fuch is our 
condition in this world, and Job, a man fo holy, 
and fo acceptable to God, was treated thus; we 
nought not to fet our hearts too much upon things 
here below, nor be furprifed if God expofes us to 
divers afflictions: we fhould rather coftfider, that 
he does all in §|Oodnefs and wifdom; that he fends 
afflictions to make jus fenfible of the vanity of this 
life, and to wean us from the world •, that therefore 
it is our duty humbly to fubmit to his will; to ac¬ 
knowledge our unworthincfs, to pray him to con- 
fider our weaknefs, and to pardon our (ins; and to 
fay upon this occafion with Job, IVhat is man , that 
thou JbouldeJl magnify him, and that thou fimldeft fet 
thy heart upon him! I have finned, what Jhatl I do, 
O thou Preftrver of men ? ' Pardon my tranfgreffion, 
and take avfay my fin. 

CHAP. VIII. 

B ILDAD , the fecond of Job's, friends, con¬ 
demns hivtomplaints *, affirms, that ftnce God 
js juft, the misfortunes that had befallen Job and 
his children were the punilhment of their fins. He 
proves, by the experience of all ages, that God is 
ufed to punifh the wicked and hypocrites; and, on 
the contrary, to bleis good men. By all this , t Bildad 
endeavours to make Job confefs, that he had drawn 
chefc evils upon himlelf by his fins. 


R e r i i c- 
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Reflections. 

W^H AT we ire to learn from this chapter is, 
I. That God is juft and wile in all his dit- 
penfations towards the children of men ; that he does 
them no wrong when he afflicts them ; and that 
they have no reaion to complain of his dealings 
with them. II. That God is reconciled with thqlc 
who feek him, who apply to him for mercy, and 
are men of uprightnefs and integrity. III. That irf 
all times wicked men and hypocrites have felt the 
effects of his wrath, and been disappointed in their 
expectations. Thefe are certain truths, and inftruc- 
tions which we ought carefully to remember, as 
very proper to make us live in the fear of God, and 
fupport us in time of adverfiry. Nevertheless, we 
mult not believe, that the righteous arc never afflict¬ 
ed •, and though what Biiiad fays in this chapter be 
trup i yet he was hafty and- rath in his judgment, 
when he concluded, that Job was not acceptable to 
God becaufe he was in adverfity \ lince Gud often 
expoles good people to very great evils tor their 
trial, and to make them examples to others •, but, 
whatever befals them, JJUd.ui 's remark is juft, '1 bat 
the Alm-gbiy never cejh away the upn^jt man. 

C H*A P. IX. 

J O Ii t > n this chapter, replies to his frfend BiUaJ ; 

aflents to the truth of what hesl^ad. laid con¬ 
cerning the juftice of God; acknowledges, that 
God is infinitely wife; that he has an uncomrol- 
able authority over mankind, and that his power, 
majefty and juftice, appear in all his works; he 
confeffes, that he cannot jullify himf*lf before God, 
and has recourfc to his mercy, lie maintains, how¬ 
ever, tllat God afflicts the righteous as well as the 

wicked. 
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wicked, and fometimes fuffers bad men to enjoy 
profperity; and declares, that were he to fink un¬ 
der the weight of God’s aftlifting hand, he fhould 
not think that God had ufed him with too much 
feverity. 


Reflections. 

t 0 5 teaches us in this chapter that man cannot 
^ be juftified before God; that if the Lord fhould 
enter into-^udgment with him, he could not aifaer 
him one of a ibou[and\ that the power of God is 
infinite; and that finful men, however treated, have 
no right to complain ; but mufl all be condemned 
in his prefence, and inplore his mercy. What Job 
here fays, thews, that though he infilled he was not 
a wicked man, -he did not i#etend to be juft before 
God. * We ought all of us to entertain the fame 
thoughts, continually and ferioufiy reflect upon all 
thefe truths, whith Job lavs down in this chapter, 
and thereby -animate ourfelves to the fear of God, 
fubmitting to his will, and putting our truft in him. 
In particular, what Jib oblervcs concerning the (late 
of good and bad men in t'.iis world, teaciies us to 
judge aright of the. good and evil of life, and to 
acquit fee in the deputations of God’s providence, 
whether he vilit good men with adverlity, or duffer 
the v.-.t ked to enjoy great profperity. 

C H A P. X. 

X . T 0 Ii continues to complain of the great evils 
J he endured, and befeeches God not to regard 
his fins. II. He begs of God, who had made him, 
and given him life, to grant him fome cafe and re¬ 
laxation from extreme fullering, before his departure 
out of tWfe world. 


R E F L E C- 
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Reflections. 

T N this chapter we have • proofs both of Job's 
A piety, and of his weaknefs. His piety appears 
in his humble addrefs to Qpd, and confeffion, that 
the Almighty Being, from whom* he received his 
life, and ail things, was perfe&ly righteous in all bis 
ways. In this reipeft we Ihould imitate Job, ac¬ 
knowledging that God is our Creator; that as he 
gave us our life, he may difpofe of us as*he pleafcs ; 
and that as we are fmners, and guilty before him, 
he can do us- no wrong when he affli&s us. But 
we meet likewife with marks of Job’s weaknefs and 
infirmity, when we hear him complaining and fay¬ 
ing, that it would hay? been better he had never 
been born. Job’s expreflions were certainly extra¬ 
vagant fince, whatever mens fufiferings are, God 
has.always wife and juft reafons.for giving their, 
life i but the violence of his troubles, made Job fay 
things which he would not have faid in any other 
condition. This is a lefion to us, always to poflefs 
our fouls in patience, that our fufferings may never 
provoke us to murmur. All that we can fafely do 
when we are afflifted, is to pray to God to con- 
fider our weaknefs, and to give us fomc cafe in our 
affiiftions. 


C H A P. XI. 

Z OPHAR , the third of ^’s.Vieitils, blames 
him for fpeaking of God, as if he Had afflict¬ 
ed him wrongfully ; lets before him the greatncfs, 
wifdom, power, arid juftice of God; allures him, 
that if he would apply to God by prayer and re¬ 
pentance, he would put an end to his tffii&ions, 
and reftorc him to his former ftatc of profperity. 

Rifuc- 
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R E # F LEC Tl 6NS. 

Hp HERE are, three things to be obferved in 
^ this chapter. I. That Zopbar condemns Job's. 
manner of complaining; and. to this end, reminds* 
him. that God is. fupremely righteous in all that he 
does. Though Zopbar condemned Job, with too 
great feverity, yet what he faid was in the main 
true; and teaches os. that we ibould confefs in all 
things- the power hnd juftice of God. and adore 
tis providence, whofe- ways are .wonderful, and his 
judgments full* of equity. Thefe confiderations will 
convince us, that inftead of murmuring when we are 
expofed to fuffering, we fhould with humility ac- 
knowMjP, that he is juft in his judgments, and even 
exeitifes patience and long-foffering towards us. 
II. When Zopbar allures Joki that if he turned unto 
the Lord* he (hould find himfelf reftored to his for¬ 
mer ftate of profperity ; what he fays is founded on 
this moil certain truth, that God is found of thofe • 
who feck him with humility; and that when finners 
confefs and forfake their fins, his anger is appeafed. 
Laftly, We learn from the difcourte of Zopbar, that 
a good man is always fteady and full of confidence, 
fears nothing, refts fecurely, and lies flown without 
being terrified by any one, or daggered by any 
event. By this we fee, that nothing but a fincere 
piety, and confidence in God, can render a man 
happy in this world, and make him pafs his life in’ 
tranquillity anc^ without fear. 

CHAP. XII. 

J O B , in anfwer tb what Zopbar had faid con¬ 
cerning the infinite wifdom and majelly of God, 
confefics, that (Jdd gives fuch evident proofs of his 
power and wifdom in ih<; government of the world, 

that 
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that no one can well avoid taking notice of it. This 
he illuftrates by feveral examples«tak*en from nature, 
and from, the lot of "men in particular, who are 
iometimes in prosperity, and fometimes in adverfity j 
God exalting fome, and abafing others, as it leemeth 
beft to his infinite wifdom. 

Ref'uc'ti.ons. . 

TT appearstfrom this difcourfe of Job, that though 
in his complaints of the greatnefs of his affliq- 
tions; he exceeded the juft bounds, yet he was not- 
withftanding convinced of the power ’and juftice of 
God. This is the do&rine he lays down in this 
chapter, where he teaches, that in his h«^s the 
foul of every thing that lives; that" wimNwa is 
ftrength and wifdbm ; that no one can refift him j 
that he humbles the moft powerful; that, when he 
pleafes, he defeats the vvifdom of the wife,* and dif- 
pofes of all men as he thinks ..fit, even of kings, 
and of whble nations. The ufe we ought to make 
of thefe truths is, to meditate upon them ferioufly, 
that we may learn to fear God, to truft in him, to 
be patient in adverfity, and to refign ourfelves to 
his will in all flings. 


CHAP.' XIII. 

*1. T OS, after what he had faid in the preceding 
J chapter^-concerning the almighty gowffr and 
unerring juftice of Got! irf all that hersdoes reproves 
.his friends for fpc-aking wrong of the proceedings of 
God, towards the wicked j^nd towards the righ¬ 
teous. II. He exprefies a no#- truft in God, and 
prays him to fpare him, and to take pity, of his 
weaknefs. 


Refiec- 
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Chap. XIII, XIV. 

R E F L S C T IONS. 

7 0 jB’s anfwer to his friends, and what he here 
fays concerning the majefty of God, and the 
righteoufnefs of his proceedings towards men, {hews 
very plainly, that if Job complained too bitterly of 
his afflictions, his complaints were the effeCt of his 
infirmity, and did not proceed from an evil prin¬ 
ciple. We are here furnifhed with excellent proofs 
of Job's piety, of his hope and confidence in God, 
and of his profound humility. He humbly acknow¬ 
ledges the majefty of God, and that he himfelf is as 
nothing, and beieeches him only to give him ’feme 
comfort and relaxation^n his miferies. In the fiiarpeft 
afflictions we ought always to hcp€ in God, and to 
befeech Him not to correCt us in his anger t but to 
have companion on our weaknels, and to remember 
that we'are but dull and allies before him. 

CHAP. XIV. 

T HIS chapter is a lively reprefentation of the 
frailty of human life, and the miferies to which 
man is fubjeCt in this world, and the cohdition he is 
reduced to by death. Job gives himfelf as an ex¬ 
ample of thofe miferies j and begs God to have 
companion on him, and particularly not to mark 
his fins. 

” EFLECTIONS. 

r T*T~ contains a defeription of the 

, > j. our life. We l\ere fee that this life 
is {hot., and, attended with many miferiesi that 
we do not enjoy any certain happinefs in it * 
and that it mult at laft end in death. Thefe are 
truths which no one can be ignorant of; and the 
pie we ought to make of them is, - i. Not to be too 
Vox.. II. £ fond 
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fond of life,'or of the things of this world,•which 
are all vain and tranfitory. II. To moderate our 
joys in profperity, and to fuffer adverfity with pa¬ 
tience. III. To intreat the Lord to affift os while 
we are in this perilhable life, and above all,- to par¬ 
don our fins. Laftly, We ought to praife God 
that we have in the gofpdl, and in the fure and cer¬ 
tain hope of the refurrection, ftrong confolation, and 
a fure remedy againft the vanity of this life, and 
againft death .itfelf. And our great care fhould be 
to improve the time, and other means that God has 
given us, whilft we are in this world, to free our- 
felves from the miferies to which we are fubjecl here 
helow and from death itfelf, an^l to fecure to ourfelves 
the poffeffion of true riches and a better life after 
this. 


CHAP. XV. 

E L IP H AZ fpeaks a fecond time, and accufes 
Job of impeaching the juftice of God, and talk¬ 
ing in a manner inconftitent with true piety. He 
afierts, that if the wicked profper for a time, God 
punifhes them even in this life, jnafmuch as they 
have never any reft in their confciences, and their 
happinefs is not lafting. It is obferved, that what 
Eh/ baz fays in this chapter is moft commonly 
true but it does not follow from hence, that all 
thole who fuffer are wicked, nor that "job was a bad 
man, becaufe he underwent extraordinary afflictions. 

Reflections. 

• 

r T % H E advice which Elipbaz gives Job in this 
difeourfe teaches.us, I. That we mtift never 
murmur againft God, nor ‘find fault with his ways, 
whatever befals us; and that fince man is corrupt 
and defiled, he ought not to complain of the evils 

he 
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he fuffers, nor pretend to juftify himfelf before God. 
II. Elipbaz here defcribes with great ftrength the 
terrors of the wicked, and the troubles of an evil 
confcience. He tells us, that the wicked are as a 
woman in travail all the days of their life; that 
they are in perp. caul fear •, that thtfy never enjoy any 
lblid peace; and that their p;ol perky quickly pafles 
away. This is a truth which .. confirmed by the 
lenfe of all men, and the experu ice of all ages; 
which ought to give us a great dread of fin, as it 
ejfpofes us to fo many naileries •, and fltould make us 
live a godly life, which alone can procure us inward 
peace and tranquillity of confcience, and fecure to 
us everlafting happinefs, by making us acceptable 
in God’s fight. 


CHAP. XVI. 

I. T O B replies, and reproves his friends for their 
J hard-heartednefs; and tells them, that it they 
were in his condition he would comfort them, in- 
ftcad of incrcafing their .affliction. If. He again de¬ 
fcribes his l'uiferings, and lays, that U* d had over¬ 
whelmed him with afflidfion. Laftly, He lolemnly 
protefts, that he was not confcious to himfelf of any 
particular crimes; and calls God to witnefs his inno¬ 
cence. 

Reflections. 

7 0 B r ‘ es his friends for their unkindnets, 
..cm, they were milcrable comforters; 
and tnat if they were in his (lead he would not talk, 
to them, as they had done to him. Tins teaches us, 
that we fiiould infult no man under misfortunes, nor 
add to mens afflidtions by treating them roughly, or 
judging of them uncharitably ; but that we ought 
.rather to comfort them as much as wc can, and bear 

B 1 with 



20 


JOB, 

'with their infirmities. As for the complaints that 
Job makes in this chapter, and his proteftations of 
innocence, we mult not interpret what he fays fo 
ftriCtly as to imagine he thought himfelf exempt 
from all fin, or pretended to juftify himfelf before 
God. But as his. friends had accufed him of bring¬ 
ing upon himfelf by his fins all the miferies he en¬ 
dured, he meant only, that he was not guilty of 
thofe fins by which wicked and ungodly men expofe 
themfelves to the divine vengeance. Every one 
who fincerely fears God, fhould be able to fay as 
much; and this fhould make us fenfible how hap¬ 
py thofe are who live in uprightnefs, and can with 
all humility and lowlinefs of heart, as every good 
man muft do, call God to witnefs their fincerity, in 
endeavouring to ferve God and to do his will. 

CHAP. XVII.' 

J O B ftill complains of his friends, for condemn¬ 
ing him; and declares that in the deplorable 
condition he was then in, he expeCted nothing but 
death. 

Reflections. 

HERE are two things to be confidered in this 
chapter; I. That it is a great aggravation of 
affliction, to fee thofe who ought to pity and com¬ 
fort us, heighten our grief by their reproaches, and 
by fuch exprefilons as tend rather to flagger our 
faith; as Job's friends did to him. I nor "ho be¬ 
have in this manner towards men under misfoiiuiies, 
are guilty of a great breach of juftice and charity. 
II. The other thing to be confidered, is that Job 
fpeaks as if death was the only comfort and deliver¬ 
ance he expedled. This way of fpeaking argued 
fome degree of weaknefs; but it .would be wrong 

to’ 
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to judge of Job's real fentiments, by what he ut¬ 
tered in the excefs of his grief. He declares in 
feveral places of this book, that in all his calamities 
he always hoped in God. This lhould teach us to 
endeavour after fuch ftrength of faith, and fuch 
fteadinefs in the fear of God, that we may not be in 
danger of letting flip any unguarded expreflions, in- 
confifteot with that fubmiflion which we owe to the 
difpenfations of providence; and may be always 
animated with fuch a degree of confidence, as may 
be fufficient to fupport us under the greateft afflictions, 
and even in death itfelf. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

B ILD A D fpeaks a fecond time ; accufes Job of 
prefumption, and ftiews him that God is uled 
to fend down his judgments upon the wicked and 
their pofterity. 


Reflections. 

'T' HOUGH Bildad was certainly wrong in ap- 
”*■ plying to Job what he fays in this chapter, 
the dodtrine he here lays down is neverthelefs true ; 
fmc«, as he obferves, if wicked men enjoy profpe- 
rity for a time, it foon pafies away; and God dif- 
plays his judgments upon them, their children and 
their eftates and all that belong to them, and makes 
them an example to others. It muft therefore, if 
things are.ijj., b& very great folly to envy the con¬ 
dition / ungodly men, or imitate them in their 
vices. Only let us take care not to abule this doc¬ 
trine, fo as to imagine, that all thofe who are in 
adverfity, are wicked men ; fince God does like- 
wife fometimes permit, for juft and wife reafons, 
thofe whom he loves to be reduced to a very 
forlorn condition, as it formerly happened to Job , 

B 3 a man 
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a man fo upright and acceptable in the fight 'of 
God. 

CHAP. XIX. 

I. T OS, in his reply to Bildad, complains of the 
J unkindnefs of his friends. II. He reprefents 
the number and greatnefs of the fufferings which 
God had laid upon him, and conjures them *to have 
compaffion on him. III. He declares his firm con¬ 
fidence in God, and exprrifes in very remarkable 
terms his hope in him. 

Reflections. 

,J N this chapter, as in feveral others of this book, 
we may obferve, I. That Job feems to give way 
to immoderate complaints about the greatnefs of his 
affli&ions •, but (till he gives glory to God, and 
humbles himfeli before him. This Ihould ferve for 
a warning to us, whatever conditibn it fliall pleafe 
God to reduce us to, not to give the leail way to 
impatience, but fubmit to his will, II. Job com¬ 
plained, and not without reaion, that his friends, 
who ought to have been his comforters, made his 
burden (till heavier by their reproaches. From 
whence we may learn, that inftead of behaving thus 
towards pei fans in affli&ion, we ought to have com¬ 
panion on them, and endeavour to alleviate their 
pains, and make them more fupporrable. III. We 
find, however, that Job in his troubles alwavs truft- 
ed in God, as he teftifies in thefe'ibCrtucvfulfexprcf- 
ftons: / know that my Redeemer livetb, a>L '.hat he 
Jhall Jlend at the latter day upon the earth. And 
though after my [kin, worms dejlrny this body ; yet in 
my flejb I [hall fee God: Whom J ffoall fee for my ft If , 
and mine eyes (hall behold. Children of God ought 
to encourage tnemilives with the fame hope in the 

in id It 
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midft of afflictions and in death itfeif; and thefe 
words of Job ought to raife their minds to a firm 
expectation of the refurredion and of the life to 
come, through Jefus Chrift our faviour. 

C H A P. XX. 

Z OPI 1 AR fpeaks a fecond time, and lhewsthat 
if wicked men are happy in this world, their 
happinefs does not laft long; that God takes away 
*their riches and their (Length: and that his wrath 
falls upon them, their families, and all that belongs 
to them. 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter we are again taught, that how hap¬ 
py foever the wicked may imagine themfelves, 
and though they think themfelves firmly ellablilhed, 
their joy and glory is of very (jhort duration and 
foon pafles away ; that fliouhl they be exalted to 
heaven, God would confound their, { ride; that the 
gdods jhey have acquired by injuftice, will be taken 
from them ; that their children fall into povcrtv and 
mifery; and they themfelves, after they have been 
in profperiry for a time, fall into troubles and un- 
lpeakable furrows This great truth which is lo of¬ 
ten repeated in the book of Job, and which agrees 
fo well with the expori >.*ce of all times, dei' rves to 
be ferioufiy confidered. And finee this is the por¬ 
tion which God ref rves for the wicked, let. us diead 
drawing upon •Viurlelves thefe eftefts of his wrath: 
let us Sicver place our happinels in the pofletnon of 
the advantages and good things of this world -, but 
let us feck ic only in the fear of the Lord, and in 
holinets, which alone can procure us lolid happinefs, 
both in this life and after death. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


I. T OB returns an anfwer to Zophar 's fecond fpeech* 
J intreating his friends to hear him ; and to fliew 
them that they were miftaken, he tells them that 
wicked men live often in affluence and great plenty 
of all things, though they have no fear of God be¬ 
fore their eyes. II. Job confefies indeed that God 
does at length punifli them and cut them off, and 
that the divine vengeance purfues their pofterity ; but 
then he takes notice that what happens after their 
death, does not prove they were not happy while 
they lived. Jcb fays all this to convince his friends 
that God does hot always punifh the ungodly in this 
world ; and therefore, that all thofe whom God af- 
fiifts, are not neceffarily of that number, as his 
friends would have it. 

R EFLECTIONS. 

T OB continues to teach us how to judge of pro- 
J fperity and adverfity. He fliews that tlte wick¬ 
ed, and thofe that entirely call off the fear of God, 
and infult him to fo great a degree as to fay. De¬ 
part from us % for uf defire not the knowledge of 
tby ways \ that thefe are fometimes found to 
fpend their whole lives in plenty and in pleafure; 
that they abound with good things, even unto their 
death; and that if their pofterity be unhappy after 
they are gone, they fee it not. Hejjbferves, on the 
other hand, that the righteous are fomet?nk?^cen to 
lead a miferable life, and die as they have" lived. 
The conclufion we ought to draw from hence is, not 
to judge of the happinefs or mifery of men, nor of 
the ftiare they have in the divine favour or difplea- 
fure, by what befals them in this world. Profpcrity 
is pot always a mark of God’s favour, nor adverfity 

always 
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always a proof of his anger; therefore we myft not 
be offended if we fee tinners in profperity, and the 
righteous in adverfity; but muft look for the pu- 
nifhment of the wicked, and the true reward of the 
righteous, in the inward ftate of their -fouls; and 
efpecially, in what will be their lot after this life. 

CHAP. XXII. 

,T\ L IP IIA Z fpeaks the third time, and refutes 
P> what Job had affertcd. I. He tells him that 
God neither gains nor lofes by the good or evil ac¬ 
tions of men. II. He reprelents things, as if his 
fins were the only caufe why God had affli&ed him; 
and accufes him of injuftice and uncharitablenefs. 
III. He reminds him, that in all ages the judg¬ 
ments of God have overtaken the wicked. Laftly, 
He exhorts Job to acknowledge his guilt, and to re¬ 
pent •, promifing him that if he would do fo, God 
would reftore him to his favour, and fill him with 
good things. 

Reflections. 

pROM hence we are to draw thefefour inftruflive 
leflons: I. That man by doing good cannot 
be profitable to God; that rhere is no accefiion of 
happinefs to the almighty, when we are righteous 
and walk in integrity; but that the advantage is all 
to ourfelves. Thefe words are very remarkable, and 
teach us, that if God gives us laws, and commands 
us to eblerve diem, he only does it for our good; 
■and if we offend and difobey him, we only hurt our- 
felves. II. The next inftrudlion is, that injuftice, 
violence, and want of charity, are great fins in the 
fight of God ; and that it is likewile a great fin to 
condemn the innocent when they fuller, and to charge 
them with bringing the wrath of God upon them- 

felves 
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fclyes by their fins, as Elipbaz accufed Job. III. 
That the ways of God’s providence are perfectly 
righteous, and have always lo appeared, in what has 
befallen good or bad men, or their pofterity; but 
that neveithelefs, we fometimes fee men notorioully 
wicked enjoy the pleafures and advantages of this 
life. This evidently (hews, that we cannot form a 
judgment of men either by their profperity or adver- 
fiiy. IV. The laft words of this chapter are very 
ufeful and inftru< 5 live: El'q.buz therein teaches us, 
that when we fly to the mercy u God, and renounce 
our evil ways which have provokul his wrath and 
indignation againil us, he is moveu by our prayers, 
and beftows his grace upon us ; that then our de¬ 
light is in him, and we may pronuie ourlelves ik ’ 
mod comfortable effects of his love. 

C H A P. XXIII. 

J OB ar.fwers Etiphs?. a third rime-, and fays, that 
he was fully periuadod of !v oc e ; that he 
clefired to be judged b/ th t Lord l.mu'-if, to con¬ 
vince his friends that his fin, were not the caule of 
his extreme fufferinsrs. 

Reflections. 

T"* O judge aright of what Job lays in this chapter, 
'*■ we mult obferve that it is a reply to EJ.pbaz, 
who had accufed Job of injuftice and hypocrify; to 
which Job anfwers, that he was innocent of thole 
crimes, and that, in that refped, Iri caHed God to 
witnefs his integrity, was willing to appear before., 
him and lubmit to hlis judgment. However, we 
muft not unrferltand what Job fays, as if he pretend¬ 
ed to be innocent in all refpedfs before God. We 
m3v learn from hence, that if good men may law¬ 
fully maintain their own innocence, when they are 

unjuflly 
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unjuftly accufed, and when they have the teftimony of 
a good confidence, they ought nevertheless always 
to confefs their own weaknefs •, give glory to God, 
even when he afHicts them ; and acknowledge that he 
is perfectly righteous, and fupremely wife in all his 
.dilpenfations towards them. 

C H A P. XXIV. 

J O B 's defign in this chapter, is to prove that God 
does not always punifh the wicked in this life j 
and thru .ifflitflions are not always a fign of his wrath 
againil thole who endure them Upon this, he takes 
occafion to iklcitbe the injuftice, extortion, violence! 
murdas, adulteries and llu h like abominations, 
which ate daily committed in the world ; and makes 
this oblet vation, rli^t mat. of thole who commit 
fuel; thing-', ate lo f.w h«-m icceiving in this life the 
pumihmeat they d-.Ltve, due they profper, though 
God leu; ail d,e evil of tl; a: doings, and will not leave 
than always rnpumihed. 

R r, r i to K s. 

T OB deferibes in tins ihfcourfc the impiety, in- 
** juftice, cruelty, and other crimes of th^ wicked ; 
and defires his friends to take notice, that God does 
not always difplay his vengeance on them; that they' 
even frequently lucceed in their ill defigns; but that 
however God fees them, and that at laft his righ¬ 
teous judgments overtake them. This doctrine is 
well worth ouijl'erious meditation, that when we lee 
Co much wickednels and impiety prevailing in the 
world, even among thofe who profefs to know God, 
our faith may not fail; but we may remember that 
God fees it as well as we, and in a manner infinitely 
more perfect; and as nothing efcapes his cogni- 
fance, fo nothing can el’cape his judgment. From 

hence 
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’‘hence likewife it follows, that it is a very falfe and 
dangerous imagination, to believe that men are inno¬ 
cent and acceptable to God becauie they feem happy 
in this world j or to pronounce them guilty, becaufe 
they appear mifcrable. Wherefore, inltead of judg¬ 
ing men by profperity or adverfny, we mutt confider 
whether they live a godly life or not, fince that makes 
men truly happy or unhappy, and God will render at 
iatt to ail men according to their works. 

CHAP. XXV. 

B lhDA D addrefling himfelf to Jcb a third time, 
defcribes the power and juftice of God, and 
m-n’s meannefs and onworthinefs i and concludes 
from thence, that man cannot be found righteous 
before him. 

Reflections. 

FROM this chapter we may learn, that the power 
of God is infinite that he is perfectly righteous 
and holy; and that man, who is a frail and corrupt 
creature, can never be found pure, nor juftify him- 
fcif before him. The ufe we are to make of this 
do&rine i^ that men ought to humble themfelves in 
the prefence of the almighty, and fubmit to every 
thing he (hall pleafe to do with them. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

J O B, in anfwer to liihlad , who hqd exhorted him 
to confider the power of God, add his unfpotred 
tiolinefs, tells him that all he had faid was uftlclS 
and unprofitable; and that he was fenfible of the 
majefty of God, and firmly perfuaded of his un- 
iearchable wifdom; which he exprefles his fenfe of, 
in a description of fcveral of the wonders of creation 
and providence. 


R i F l e c* 
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Reflections. 

J O B here teaches us, that the works of God are 
many and wonderful •, that we know but a very 
fmall part of them ; and that we cannot comprehend 
all the reafons of God’s conduct in the government 
of the world. God is fo great, fo powerful, fo juft 
and wife, that we ought not to find fault with any 
thing that he does, nor pry into his ways with too 
much curiofity. We ought rathfer to be firmly per¬ 
suaded that he governs all things with wifdom and 
juftice, and humbly fubmit to all his difpenfations; 
acknowledging withal his goodnefs, which appears* 
in this, that if his defigns and works are in fome re- 
ipe&s hid from us, what he has revealed and we 
know concerning them, is i'ufficient to teach us to 
fear him and makers happy, if we make aright 
ufe of it. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

I. T 05 goes on and*protefts, that though he had 
J maintained his innocence againft the calumnies 
of his friends, he would never call in queftion the 
juftice of God’s providence. ] I. He fliews after¬ 
wards, that wicked men and hypocrites come to a 
fatal end; that they are puniflied many ways; and 
that their happincfs is of fhort duration, and cannot 
fecure them from the divine vengeance. 


Reflections. 


T7ROM what jiob here fays, we learn, 

■ fay or think any thing contrary i 


I. Never to 

fay or think any thing contrary to the fenti- 
ments we ought to entertain of the righteoufnefs 
and majefty of God. II. That we may neverthe- 
lefs, when unjuftly accufed v alledge the teftimony of 
our own conldencc in the l'upport of our innocence, 
piovidcd we do it with humility and lincerity. III. 

That 
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That the end of the wicked, and efpecially of hypo¬ 
crites, will be very deplorable; and that they will 
be feized with horror and defpair, when God (hall re¬ 
quire their fouls, and reward them according to their 
works. IV. Job has taught us, that although worldly 
men live in affluence, heap up riches, and leave them 
to their children, they foon pafs away, and we often 
fee their pofterity expofed to want and dhgrace. Thefe 
are vifible marks. of.God’s juftice towards the wicked, 
and (hould ferve as a powerful antidote againft injuftice, 
pride, and the love of the world. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

T H E delign of this chapter is to Ihew, I. That 
men may know the things of nature, and make 
ufe of them to various purpoies. II. That true wif- 
dom, which is the moft precious of all things, is hid 
from them. III. That it is no where to be found but 
in God, who alone can beftoty it upon us ; and that 
this divine wifdoin, which is the only true wifdom, 
confifts in the fear of the Lord. 

Reflections. 

FROM this chapter we gather, I. That God has 
enduea men with the knowledge of many 
things in nature, which are of great ufe in the various 
cjrcumftancc-s of life; for which they have great 
reafon to acknowledge the divine goodnefs ; but that 
wifdom is tire moft neccflary and the moft valuable 
thing in the woi Id; that it is more precious than 
gold or filver, or any thing which men are apt to 
efteem at the higheft rate; and that therefore we 
ought to prefer it before all things, and labour in- 
cdfantly to attain it. II. Job teaches us the true 
way to acquire this wifdom, which does not proceed 
from ourfeives but from God, who alone is the au¬ 
thor 
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thor of it, and gives it to all that apply for it and 
feek it with their whole heart; which fhould iriduce 
x ft to afk it of him with 2eafl, humility aijd faith. 
III. Job teaches us, that this true wifdorft confifts in 
fearing God, and avoiding every thing that may 
offend him : Which is exprefied by the laft words of 
this chapter, the fear of the Lord , that is wifdom , 
and to depatt from evil, is underftanding. To this 
therefore let us apply ourfelveS above all things, as 
the fureft way to pleafe God, and arrive at true hap- 
pinefs. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

I. T 0 5 defcribes the profperous ftate he was in be- 
J fore God afflidted him, and the refpe^l that 
every one fbewed him. II. He defcribes his own in¬ 
tegrity, and the care he took to adminifter juftice 
without partiality, and to comfort the miferable. It 
muft be obferved, Job fays all this, not out of vain¬ 
glory, but to lhew that God did not afflict him be- 
caufe of his crimes, and that he had not made an ill 
ufe of his profperity, as his friends pofitively affirmed. 


Reflections. 

T' HERE are two things to be obferved in this 
fpeech of Job's ; I. That Job had been in 
great profperity, and that in that condition he had 
behaved with juftice and charity towards all; that ho 
was the father of the poor, and the prote&or of the 
innocent. Thi? example may teach all thofe who en¬ 
joy riches, or authority, or any other advantages, to 
employ them to noble purpofes, to be juft arid up¬ 
right, and* above all to do good to the poor, to 
comfort the miferable, and defend the caufe of thofe 
that fuffer wrong. II. The next thing to be obferved 
is, that while Job was in profperity he was refpeded 

by 
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by all ■, but As Coon as he fell into adverfity, every one 
forfook him. Thus it happens every day : men make 
their court to thole that have riches and honours and 
credit in^he world; but abandon them as foon as they 
are deprived of thefe advantages; and virtue is com¬ 
monly but little efteemed, when it is not attended with 
worldly profperity. This thews, that the opinions of 
men are extremely vain and unreafonable i and there¬ 
fore, that we ought not to make any great account of 
them, nor build our happinefs upon them. 

CHAP. XXX. 

I. JOB complains, that he who in his profperity 
J had been efteemed by ail that knew him, was 
forfaken by ail, and expofed to the contempt and in- 
fults of his friends, and even of perfons of the mean- 
eft condition. II. He again complains of the evils 
with which he was overwhelmed; and that God 
would not deliver him from them, though he earnett- 
ly implored his affiftance. 

Reflections. 

I. r T' H E complaints that Job here makes, of be- 
"*■ ing forfaken by thofe who refpedted him for¬ 
merly, and affronted even by the vileft of the people, 
difcover the folly, blindnefs, and' unreafonablenels of 
men, who inftead of efteeming virtue and piety alone, 
yalue nothing but riches, and the advantages of this 
lifej and delpife thofe whom they fee in mifery and 
poverty, though they are men of pf:ty and virtue. 
This thews, that the friendthip and elleem of men is 
not to be depended upon, nor ought it to be our chief 
aim. II. We fee that Job complains chiefly, that 
God himfelf feemed to have forfaken him, and that 
he (till expofed him to fufferings. It is a fmall thing 
to be rejected by men, if God with his favour look 
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upon vs} but our condition is really deplorable, when 
God teems to hide his face from us, and anfwers us 
not in the time of trouble. The condition to which 
job W as reduced, ought to comfort thofe whom God 
caufes to pafs through the like trials. However, they 
fhould like wife* learn from what happened to job , to 
moderate their complaints, to undergo their fufferings 
with patience, and to , wait with relignation, till it 
{hall pleafe Qod to deliver them, which he will nbt 
fail to do in due ieafon. 

CHAP. XX3tl. 

J O B protefts that he had lived in ftrift charity, 
and had not only avoided adtual fins of unclean' 
nefs, but even impure looks and irregular thoughts; 
that he had done jullice impartially ; had had compac¬ 
tion on the miferable; had never put his trull in riches; 
and had avoided idolatry, here exprefled by l,eking up 
to the fun and moon: and, laftly, he protells that he 
never rejoiced in the misfortune of his enemies 5 that 
he had ufed hofpitality j and that he had not endea¬ 
voured to conceal or excufe his own faults Job's de- 
lign in a]l he here fays, is to vindicate himfeif againft 
the accufations of his friends, who told him, his tins 
had reduced him to the miferable condition he was in. 

Reflections. 

^Tp HIS chapter deferves to be rehd and meditat¬ 
ed upon with great attention 5 as it contains 
noble fentiment^ concerning the principal duties of 
religion, and particularly purity and chaftity, jullice 
and charity, the dread of God’s judgments, alms, 
and companion on the miferable, contempt of worldly 
goods, piety towards God, the love of our enemies, 
and confdtion of fins. If Job had fuch pure and ex¬ 
alted notions, and behaved with fo much prudence 
Vql. II. C and 



34 J O B, 

and piety in his time v much more muft it be the duty 
of Chriftians to think and aft as he did. Let us then 
learn from Job to be chafte, and keep at the greateft 
diftance from all manner of impiwity, even in thoughts 
and looks ; to do juftice to all v to pity* the poor and 
miferable, and affift them with all our might *, and 
proteft the innocent. His example likewife teaches 
us, not to put our trull in the things of this world * 
not to rejoice at the evil which befals thole that hate 
us v to obferve the drift rules of juftice and equity in 
all our affairs; and, lalUy, not to hide our own faults, 
but confefs them finccrely and not to flatter ourfelves 
in our fins. To animate us to thefe duties, let us 
confider what Job lb much infills upon in this chap¬ 
ter, that if he had given himfelf up to the feveral fins 
he there mentions, he fhould not have efcaped the di¬ 
vine vengeance; and that there is a particular curie 
attending the unclean, the unjuft, the proud, thofe 
who fet their affeftions on earthly things, the profane 
and uncharitable. Laftly, Let us refleft what a great 
alleviation it muft be to Job*s fufferings, to be able to 
fay with truth what he here fays, and to have faith¬ 
fully difcharged thefe duties in his profperity. When 
men have endeavoured to live in innocence, they fail 
not to receive from thence the greateft confblation in 
time of adverfity: and though the piety we exprefs in 
affliction, if it be fincere, is undoubtedly acceptable 
to God it is ftill more amiable, more comfortable, 
and more worthy of a man who loves God, to be 
pious, humble, and charitable, when we receive good 
from the hand of God,- and enjoy Rcalth, cafe, and 
prolperity. 


CHAP. XXXII. 

J O S’s three friends making no reply, El'ibu y who 
was alfo one of his friends, and had not yet fpoke, 
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blames Job for having too much infilled upon his in¬ 
nocence and condemns likewife his three friends, and 
tells them, they could not convince Job , nor anfwer 
his words. He adds, that though he was younger 
than they, he eould not forbear fpeaking his opinio'h 
freely. 


Reflections. 

t T appears from this and the following chapters, 
that Elibu was a very wife and undcrftanding man, 
and palled a better judgment upon the condition of 
Job than his friends had done. He blamed Job for 
giving way too much to fuch fevere complaints, and 
for fpeaking too advantageoufly of himfelf; but he 
blamed, at the fame time, his three friends for con¬ 
demning him as they had done, and faying, that his 
fufferings were a proof that his piety was infincere. 
From whence we learn, never to judge too favourably 
of ourfelves, nor of others too feverely; we like- 
wife fee how much we ought to efteem the counfels 
and difcourfes of wife and judicious m'en, fuch as Elibu. 
was. * Laftjy, The proteftation that Elibu made, that 
he would fpeak freely and impartially, (hews that we 
(hould always fpeak with fincericy, without being re- 
ftrained by any regard to men, efpecially when the 
glory of God and their good require us to fpeak the 
truth. 


C -H A P. XXXIII. 

E LI HU reproves Job for having too much in¬ 
filled upon his innocence, and having in fome 
meafure accufed God of afflicting him unjullly. He 
then reprefents to him, that God, to keep men from 
fin, gives them frequent warnings^ that to this end 
he chaftifes them, and reduces them to great extre- 
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mity, as Job then was, that by acknowledging their 
fins, they may be delivered from their fufterings. 
This chapter contains many excellent inftrudtions. 

REPlECTtOSS. 

•T H E defign of ERba in this chapter is to con- 
vince Job that he was in the wrong to fpeak fo 
much of his innocence, and to complain as he had 
done; fo that the general inftruftion we learn from 
hence is, not to juftify ourfelves, nor murmur when 
God affliCts us. After this Elibu reprefents, in a very 
elegant and convincing manner, God’s dealings with 
men, and the various means he makes ufe of to re¬ 
cover them -from their fins. He fays, that God 
{peaks to men once and twice •, that he warns them 
with great patience, and that this is particularly his 
defign, when he vifits them with pains and difcafrs, 
which bring them even to the brink of their graves \ 
and that God’s end in all this is, to turn man from 
the evil he would otherwife have committed, and 
that in fuch a date of affii&ion, if men have rccourfe 
to God, and are affifted by the advice and prayers of 
God’s faithful fervants, he will have companion on 
them, will reftore them, and give them occafion to 
praife his power and gpodnefs. Thefe are inftru&ions 
of the greateft ufe and importance, and whether wc 
enjoy health and eafe, or are expofed to affliction, 
difeafes and fufferingg, we ought frequently to call 
them to mind, by reading this chapter, that wc may 
learn to make a good ufe of the various warnings 
which God gives us, and of every thing he does for 
our faivation. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. XXXIV. 

I, LI HU continues to reprove Job, for fpeaking 

h j too much of his own righteoufnefs, and blames 
his exceflive complaints: He tells him, that God is 
perfe&ly juft in all his doings, and that it is not for 
men to find fault •, that he examines all their a&ions * 
that he brings low and deftroys the mighty} that he 
delivers thofe that are in mifery, and that he punifhes 
men, and even whole nations, with a power which 
none can refill, and at the fame time with perfed 
juftice. II. He exhorts Job to think well on thefe 
things, and humbly to betake himfelf to the mercy 
of God. 

R EFLECTIOtt S. 

■pROM this difeourfe of Elibu* s, we may con- 
elude, I. That we fiiould never complain of 
the proceedings of the Almighty when lie . corrects 
us, nor pretend to be righteous before him. II-. That 
God does every thing with wifdom and juftice, and 
that men, who are as nothing before him, ought 
not to call him to an account for any of his deal¬ 
ings i that he examines and knows the behaviour of 
every man that as he is the judge of the world, lie 
will render to men according to their works, and 
that whether he punifiies or does us good, none can 
hinder him. Thefe inftru&ions are contained in thefe 
words of EUbit ? Far be it from God , that be fhouli 
do wickedncfs ; and from the Almighty, that he Jhtsuld 
commit iniquity. For the work of a man Jhail he ren¬ 
der to him , and caufe every man to find according to 
bis ways. For his eyes are upon the ways of man, 
and he feetb all his goings. There is no darknefs n r 
Jbadow of death where tlx workers of iniquity may 
bide tbemfe/ves, IVben he giveth quieincf, -:vbo then 
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can make trouble ? and when he hidetb his face, who 
then can behold him ? whether it be done again ft a na¬ 
tion., or againfi a man only. Laftly, \Ve fee in this 
chaprer, that when God corrects us, we have nothing 
to do but to humble ourfelves, to befeech him tq 
make known to us our fins, and to promile never 
more to fall into thofe fins whereby we have offended 
him. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

E LIHU ftill endeavours to convince Job that 
•dje ought not to juftify himfelf before God ; and 
to this ehd reprefents the power and majefty of God; 
fhews him that God receives no advantage, nor any 
hurt, from the good or ill that men do, and from 
thence would perfuade him to own the goodnefs and 
juftice of God, to humble himfelf before him, and 
to make a good ufe of his forbearance and long- 
fuffering. 

Reflections. 

IN this chapter Elilu teaches us a doftrine-of very 
“*■ great importance, which is, that our righteouf- 
nefs may profit other men, as our fins may do them 
harm; but that God receives no advantage from the 
good we do, nor any hurt from the fins we commit. 
This fhews us, that God being perfectly happy, and 
having no need of us, he neither commands nor for¬ 
bids any thing, but for our own good. This doc¬ 
trine engages us, I. Chearfully to Obey alt God’s 
commands, fince in fo doing we labour for our own 
happinefs; and to take heed not to offend him by 
our fins, which will only make us miferable. II. It 
follows from hence, that God, in all his dealings 
with us, and particularly when he afHids us, has our 
good alone in view; if be punifhes us, he do?s it 

not 
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not only with'juftice but with goodnefs too; and 
therefore inftead of charging God foolishly, as if he 
treated us with too great feverity, we ought readily to 
acquiefce in all the difpcnlaaons of his wife and good 
providence. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

I. Tjj \ LI HU continues his difeourfe, in which he 
Pj fhews, that God deals righteoufly both with 
the good and the wicked; that he afflidts thole he 
Joves, to try them, but that at laft he deftroys wicked 
men and hypocrites. II. He exhorts Job to confider 
thefe things, and humbly adore the juftice and majefty 
of God, which are manifefted in the works of nature, 
as well as in his dealings towards the children of 
men. 

Refle ctions. 

r P HIS chapter fets before us God’s dealings with 
1 men j and the fum of what Ei'tbu teaches on this 
fubjcdt is, that God Almighty rejedts no man, and 
that he continually beholds the upright; but when 
the fins of men increafe, he afflidts them to make 
them wife, ,and to turn them from their iniquity : 
that if they hear his voice, and ferve him, he delivers 
them, and makes them end their days in peace; but 
as for hypocrites, and iuch as harden their hearts and 
defpife his word, and his' corredtions, he delivers them 
up to his wrath. As Elibu exhorts Job to confider 
thefe things, and to turn unto the Lord, and to ac¬ 
knowledge his greatnefe, wifdom and juftice, we 
ought likewise to meditate on thefe important truths, 
and make a right ufe of God’s gracious warnings 
and corre&ions, and of all his providential„dealings 
with us; we (hould fear his judgments, and adore his 
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infinite power and majefty, which fo evidently appear 
in all his works. •' 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

E LIHU reprefents the power of God as it appears 
in thunder, rain, fnow, and the other works of 
nature. He takes notice, that God makes ufe of thefe 
things to do good to men, or for their punifhment; 
and exhorts Job to confider thefe wonders, to acknow¬ 
ledge his own ignorance and weaknels, and reverently 
to adore the judgments of God. 

Reflections. 

r T , H ESE words of Elibu engage us moft ierioufiy 
to reflect upon the wonders of nature, and par¬ 
ticularly upon the thunder, fnow, rain, clouds, the 
winds, and the various feafons of the year. In all 
thele things we difcover, firll, the infinite power of 
God, and next, his wifdom, juftice, and gpodnefs j 
fince God makes ufe of all thefe things, and the dif¬ 
ferent effe&s they produce in the world, as means to 
promote the good and happinefs of mankind, and 
ibmetimes he makes them ferve as inftruments of 
corre&ion. This chapter therefore calls upon us, to 
confider attentively the wonderful manner in which 
the world is governed, and to make a right ufe of the 
mercies God vouchfafes us, and of his chaftening dif- 
penfations, which are all defigned to teach us to know 
and fear him. Here ends the difpute between Job 
and his friends;. and from the account we have in this 
book of what palled between them, we learn, that 
•the knowledge of God and religion was fo far from 
being totally extinguilhed in that country, that there 
were in it men who had made great improvements 
in piety and knowledge. We muft not therefore 
imagine, that the Jfr<ie!ttes were then the only people 

who 
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who knew the true God, and tbatall who were not 
induded in the covenant God had made with them, 
were necelTarily involved in ignorance, idolatry and 
impiety, and excluded from the grace of God and 
eternal falvation. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 


A FTER what had palled between Job and his 
friends, God thought fit to interpofe, and what 
he laid to Job takes up the remainder of this book. 
Here God convinces Job, that neither he nor any 
other had a right to enquire too curioufly into the rea- 
fons of his proceedings. To this end he fets before 
him his wondrous works, the manner in which the 
earth was formed, the admirable things to be feen in 
the lea, in jche light, the fnow, the rain, the tempefts, 
the ftars, and in the order of the feafons; and ob- 
ferves that man is not able to comprehend the divine 
wifdom in all thefe things. 

Reflections. 

fl O D, to humble Job and convince him of his 
^ weaknefs and ignorance, bids him confider the 
many creatures of which the world is com poled, and 
the admirable order of nature. We alio fhould make 
the fame reflections, fince all theie marvellous works 
are fet before our eyes j we fhonid likewile take 
ndtice of the fupreme power and profound wifdom 
of the creator of all things. This meditation is ve¬ 
ry proper to make us lenfible of the divine majefty, 
and of our own meannefs •, efpecially as the works of 
God are fo great and wonderful that we cannot com¬ 
prehend them, nor find out their nature, their cau- 
les and effedls. Therefore, we ought to adore with 
reverence lb wife and powerful a being, to lubmit 
ourfelves to all the orders of his providence, without 
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pretending to find out ail the reafons of his conduct, 
and to believe that all he does in the world, and to 
us in particular, is done with juftice and goodnefs. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

T HIS chapter is a continuation of the defcription 
of the wonders of creation and providence, 
which are difcovered in the feveral creatures that God 
has placed on the earth, and in the air. Job confeflcs 
his weaknefs, and gives glory to God. 

Reflections. 

HERE are two refle&ions to be made on this 
chapter ; I. What God himfelf here fays, teaches 
us, that when he formed fo great a variety of crea¬ 
tures in the \yorld, his defign was to make himfelf 
known unto men; and therefore, the beft ufe we 
can make of our reafon, is to confider with feriouf- 
nefs and attention the power and wifdom of God, 
which we have fo many vifible and furprifing proofs 
of in all his works, and particularly in the bealls of 
the earth, and fowls of the air. The different qua¬ 
lities that God has given them, the manner of pre- 
ferving their fpecies, providing for their fubfiftance, 
and the prefervation of their young; their various 
ufes, and the wonderful order and regularity obl'erv- 
able in all this, are moll evident proofs that l’ome 
almighty being, of infinite wifdom and unbounded 
goodnefs, is the maker of them, and that he by his 
providence is the governor of them aH. II. The con- 
teftlon that Job makes of his own vilenefs, and how 
much lie w as in the wrong to fpeak as he had done, 
ihould teach us the effeft which all. thefe wonders 
Ihould produce in us, which is, that they ihould 
convince us of our own Ignorance and weaknefs, and 
fo humble us before God, that we may never fay or 

think 
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think any thing contrary to the-profound fubmiflion 
we owe to him. 

CHAP. XL, and XLI. 

T HESE two chapters contain a defcription of 
two remarkable animals, one of which is called 
Behemoth , which is thought to i?e the elephant, or 
fea-horfe j and the other Leviathan, which is fuppofed 
to be fome great fifh, or the crocodile. 

R EFUCTIONS, 

T T P O N thefe two chapters we are to obierve, that 
> God, intending to make Job fenfible of his power, 
reprefents to him the wonderful nature of the two 
kinds of animals here mentioned. Although thefe 
creatures are not known to us, as they were in the 
country where Job lived, yet we cannot but admire 
what is faid of them in this place. However, it is 
eafy for us to confider the wonders of providence in 
many other creatures which we are acquainted with, 
and in general, in all the works of God. Only let us 
take heed not to be lefs affedled with thefe things, be- 
caufe we fee them daily, but rather let the reflexions 
we continually make about them, raife our fouls to 
the knowledge of God our creator, and lead us to 
love, adore and fear him. 

CHAP. XLII. 

■Jr 

T 'HERE are three things offered to our view in 
* this laft chapter of Job. I. Job . confefies the 
power and jufticc of God, and humbles himielf before 
him. II. God rebukes his three friends for w hat they 
had faid to him, and orders them to apply to Job to 
offer facrifices for them. III. God delivers Job from 
hisbufferings, and reftores him to a more happy con¬ 
dition than he was in before his fufferings. 

R E F L £ C- 
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Reflections. 

\X^ H A T we are to learn from hence is, I. To 
v “ give glory tb God, as Job did; to humble our- 
felves before him, efpecially when we have faid or 
clone any thing contrary to our duty, and to repent in 
dujl and afbes. II. God’s reproof of Job's three 
friends proves plainly that they had done wrong in 
condemning him, and affirming that adverfity is a 
mark of God’s difpleafure. Hence we may learn 
likewife, that God is offended when we judge hard of 
thofe who fuffer, and particularly of good men in 
affliction. The command he gave Job's friends to 
have recourfe to his intercelfion mews, that the prayers 
of good men are of great efficacy to reconcile us with 
God, and that we fhould have recourfe to them 
chiefly, when we have done them any wrong. Thirdly 
and laftly, We fee how God, after he had afflicted 
and tried this holy man, put a happy end to his trou¬ 
bles, and fo blefled him that he gave him double of 
all that he had loft, and brought him to a very great 
and happy old age. By this illuftrious exaipple God 
was pleafed to teach men in all ages, that if he affliCts 
his children to try them, he grants them at laft a 
happy deliverance, and that he often blefles them 
even in this life, and gives them much more than 
he had taken from them. The ufe we Ihould make 
therefore of the hiftory contained in this book is, to 
learn from thence never to be dilheartned in time of 
trouble, but to fuffer patiendy, and make a happy 
improvement, of our afflictions, indicating the faith 
and piety of Job, both in profperity and adverfity. 


The end of the book of Job. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Si be book of P/alms is a colleEtion of facred hymns , 
mojl of which were compofed by King David. In 
this book there are fome pfalms of praife and ado¬ 
ration, which difplay the majefty, power, goodnefs, 
and other attributes of the divine beingothers 
are fongs of tbankfgiving, blejftng Cod for mercies 
voucbfafed, either to the Ifraelites in general, or to 
fome particular perfons *, others agai/i of the pfalms 
are prayers, /» which David, or fame other pro¬ 
phet, the author of them, implores the mercy of 
God, the pardon-of ftnSy or deliverance from dan¬ 
gers and affliSlions } fome of the pfalms are bifto- 
ricaly compofed with a defign to preferve the remem¬ 
brance of the mojl confiderable events which befel 
the Jewifli nation. Lajlly, heme of them are pro¬ 
phetical, prefenting us with fcveral preditions re¬ 
lating to our Lord Jefus Chrijl, and the times of the 
Gofpel. It is evident from this view, that the read¬ 
ing and meditating on this divine book may be at¬ 
tended with very great advantage ; and therefore, 
that it ought to be of general and common ufe among 
Chriflians. 
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PSALM I. 

I N .this firfi: pfalm David reprefents the happlnefs 
of good men, and the miferies of the ungodly. 

Reflections after reading the ffalm. 

T N this pfalm we are taught ; I. That one mark of 
a good man- is, that he fhun all intercourfe with 
the wicked and ungodly;, that he obferve none of 
their falfe maxims, imitate- none of their diforders; 
and that he make his chief pleafure confift in medi¬ 
tating upon, and keeping the law of God. II. That 
the righteous are perfectly happy -, that the Lord 
knows and blefies them, and makes them profper. 
III. That the wicked will not efcape his vengeance; 
and that, fooner or later, they will fall into the ut- 
moft miferies. 


PSALM II. 

I. IN this pfalm David exprefles his firm confi- 
X dence, that the defigns of his enemies, of the 
kings and people who oppofed him, would be in 
vain, apd that notwitBftanding their endeavours, 
God, who had anointed him king, would eftablilh his- 
kingdom. II. He exhorts them to fubmit to the will 
of God, and to ferve him, left they expofe themfelves 
to his vengeance. This pfalm is prophetical, and 
relates to the kingdom of our Lord J-eJus Chriji. 

Reflections. 

* P H F. confidence which David manifefts in this 
pfalm, fliews, in general, that attempts againft 
the defigns of God are vain; that v, hat he has decreed 
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will always come to pafs; and that nothing can hurt 
thofe whom he loves, and has promifed to blefs. 
But the application which the Apoftles make to our 
Lord of thefe words, < Thou art my fon, ibis day have 
I begotten thee, engage us more efpecially to confider 
this pfalm as it relates to*the kingdom of Jefus Cbrijt , 
the fon of God, which has been eftablifhed in the 
world, in fpite of all oppofition from kings, and the 
great men of the earth, and will fubfift for tvcr. 
And fince this kingdom is eftablilhed among us‘, and 
We have the happinefs to be Chpft’s fubje&s, let us 
i'ubmit ©urfelves to this glorious king; let us ferve 
him with humility and joy •, let us dread expofing our- * 
felves to his wrath, and let us place all our trull and 
confidence in his favour and protection. 

PSALM III. 

T HIS is a prayer that David made when htf 
was perfecuted by Abfalom\i\% fon; in which 
he complains of the great number of his enemies, im¬ 
plores the divine afliftance, and exprefles his entire 
truft in the protection of the Almighty. 

Reflections. 

D A VI D’s firm confidence in God, when purfued 
by his* fon Abfalom , teaches us, that a man who 
tears God may be reduced to great extremities i but 
that, whatever condition he is in, he is eafy and full of 
truft; that he fears not men, having God on his fide; 
that he riles up and lies down witli confidence, and 
always depends upon the divine afliftance, even in the 
greateft dangers. 


PSALM 
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PSA LM IV. 

I. T\^r/D i implores God’s affiftance againft his 
I 3 enemies, and exhorts them to lay afide their 
defigns, and fubmit to the will of God who had ap¬ 
pointed him king. II. He declares that he trufted in 
God alone, and that the aflurance he had of his favour, 
rend^ed him more happy than worldly men are in 
their greateft profperity. 

Reflections. 

VXT'E learn from this pfalm, I. That good men 
always apply to God in their diftrefs. II. 
That the enterprizes formed againft thole whom 
God favours, are in vain, and without effeft. III. 
That worldly men feek after nothing but the advan¬ 
tages of this life, but that the righteous afpire after 
the favour of God *, that his favour is all- their hap- 
j>inefs, and all their fecurity; and fills their hearts 
with more joy, even under the greateft afflictions, 
than worldly men feel in their greateft plenty and 
prolperity. 

PSALM V. 

I. TT’ IN G David being afflicted and perfecuted, 
J\ prays the Lord to affllt him; alluring him- 
felf that 6od, who hates cruel and deceitful men, 
would confound his cruel and unjuft perfecutors, and 
grant him the favour to go and worlhip him in his 
tabernacle. II. He prays God to guide and defend 
him from the fnares and malice of the wicked, that 
he, and all righteous men, may have reafon to praife 
' him and always to truft in his protection. 


Rt me- 
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hpHESE four things are remarkable in this pfalm. 

I. The fervency and confidence with which 
good men call Upon the Lord in their neceffities. IT. 
Their zeal for his fervice, and the joy and reverence 
with which they adore him, in places fet apart for 
public worfliip. III. God’s abhorrence and detefta- 
tion of fin, and efpecially of pride and deceit; and 
th® punilhment referved for the proud and unjufi. 
And laftlv. His favourable prated ion of all thofe that 
fear him and trail in him. 


PSALM VI, 

I N this prayer David being afflided, reprefents the 
greatnels of his fufferings, and intreats God not to 
punilh him in his wrath ■, but to pardon his fins and 
to deliver him. He makes this prayer with a firm 
a durance that God will hear him, and that his ene¬ 
mies lliould be confounded. 

Reflections. 

1. r P H E ficjl words of this pfalm, O Lord , re¬ 
buke trie not in tbme anger, neither thajlen 
■>ne in thy hot ditfpleafure> exprefs 'the humility of 
thofe, who with a lively fenle of their fins and of 
the need they Hand in of the divine afliftance, im¬ 
plore God’s mercy. When’ye life this rsayer, we 
lliould do it, not *only with a defire to be deliver¬ 
ed from the evils and afflidions of this life, but 
chiefly in order to obtain pardon- for our fins end- 
.deliverance from the punifhments of the life to 
come. Dali'id's exprefiion of confidence in this 
pfalm, wherein he mar,ifelts his repentance and hu¬ 
miliation, proves, that when we have recourfe to 
God with humility and faith, we may be lure he 
Vol. II. D will. 
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will hear our requeft, and grant us that a(fiHance we 
ftand in need of, whatever dangers we are expofed to. 


PSALM VII. 

i 


I. T\ A VID prays the Lord to defend him from 
1 J his enemies, and calls him to witnefs his in¬ 
nocence. II. He allures himfelf that God will hear 
him, and. turn the enterprifes of his enemies againft 
him to their own deftru&ion, if they perfifted in their 
defigns. 

Reflections. 


T N this pfalm we are taught to^have recourfe to God 
A in our affliftions, as David had when he was per- 
fecuted by his enemies. But we are here likewife 
taught, that if we would have God hear us, there 
fhould be no iniquity found in us j 'that God fearches 
t 1 e heart and the reins, and favours thofe who walk in 
fincerity and uprightnefs of heart’. As for the un¬ 
godly, David declares in this pfalm, that their wick- 
<dnefs fhail come to an end ; that God lets them alone, 
and beats with them for a time, but if they perfift in 
their wickednefs, he prepares for them the puniJhments 
they deferve, and will make the evil which they de- 
figo for others fall upon their own heads. Thefe 
are powerful motives to induce us to adore the juftice 
of God j to improve by his forbearance and long- 
fuffering, and to avoid every thing that may expofe 
us to his* vengeance. 


PSALM VIII. 

D AVID celebrates-.the power and majefty of 
God, which fo evidently appear in the works of 
tuc creation •, and praifes himr in particular for creat¬ 
ing man after his image, and giving him dominion 
over other creatures. 


R E f l E c- 
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PSALM VIII, IX. 

Reflections. 

T HIS pfalm engages our attention to the marks 
of God’s infinite power, which we difcover in 
the heavens, in the ftars, and in the wonders we meet 
with by land and water. The ufe we ought to make 
of this meditation is to adore the majefty of the Lord, 
and from the due confideration of his greatnefs, and 
our own meannefs, to fay. Lord what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him \ or the fon of man, that thou 
vifiteft him! And fince God has created us in his own 
image, enduing us witlj reafon and underftanding, 
that we may know and praife him, and has made 
other creatures fubjeft to us, we ought gratefully to 
improve thefe advantages to his glory, and continu¬ 
ally praife our. creator and benefactor j faying, with 
David, O Lord, our governor, h'dw excellent is thy name 
in all the earth! 

PSALM IX. 

I. TX AVID, in this pfalm of thanklgiving for 
1 J . the victories he hfd obtained over his ene¬ 
mies, exhorts the righteous to join with him in praif- 
ing the power, wifdom, and jullice of the Lord, who 
delivers thofe that truft in him, and confounds the 
malice and devices of the wicked. II. He beieeches 
God to protect always thofe that fear him, againft the 
violence of their enemies. 

Reflections. 

T N this long David fhews forth his piety, joy and 
gratitude, on account of the victories he had gained 
by the divine afliftance; which Jhould likewife ftir us 
up to praife .God with all our heart, for the deliver¬ 
ances he grants us, and for all his favours to us. 
Not content withpraifing him ourfelves, we Ihould, 
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like David, .publifh abroad his kindnefs to us, and 
by that means engage others to join with us in blclTing 
God and in fearing him. Moreover, the pfalmift 
here teaches us, that God is and ever will be the king 
and judge of the world j that he will render to the 
wicked according to their works-, that he fearches 
out die wickednefs of men, that all thofe who offend 
him fhall perifh •, and that he will not fuffer the wick¬ 
ed to prevail, for ever. Laftly,’ David allures us, 
that thofe who fear the Lord may rely upon him 4 
that he forgets not the cry of the humble in afflic¬ 
tion-, that he never fbrfakes thofe that leek him; 
and that the expectation of the righteous fhall not 
be in vain. Thefe are truths that we ought al¬ 
ways to retain, as they tend very much to fill us 
with truft in God, ..and Itrongly engage us to de¬ 
part from iniquity. 

PSALM X. 

•17 H E prophet here defcribes the violence, 
cruelty and artifices, which the wicked make 
ufe of againft the innocent. 4 II. He befeeches-God to 
be the protector of the righteous j and hopes that his 
prayer will be heard. 

Reflections. 

* P H E complaints which the faithful make in this 
pfalm, teach us not to be fyrprifed if we fee the 
righteous fomecimes opprefled, and .the wicked luc- 
ceed in their unjuft and cruel dcfigris. We fee here, 
that wicked men often employ both deceit and force 
to deftroy the good; that God fuffers innocence to be 
opprefled for a time, and that then the wicked think 
they have nothing to fear, and that God will not 
take notice of their fins. But this pfalm teaches us 
likewife, that God docs* not 'always fuftcr the proud' 



PSALM X, XI, XII; 53 

and unjuft to prevail, but takes vengeance on their 
crimes ; and as for the meek and humble, that he be¬ 
holds their afflictions, hears their cries, and never for- 
faikes them. 


PSALM XI. 

D AVID being perlecuted by his enemies, de¬ 
clared that he put his truft in the Lord; and 
that he was perfuaded, God, who is a righteous judge, 
tfould fupport good men, and pour down his judg¬ 
ments upon the wicked. 

Reflections. 

I. Tp HIS pfalm furnilhes us with an example of 
the confidence which the righteous have in the 
Lord their God, who is their fure refuge, even when 
they are in the molt deplorable condition, and know 
not what will become of them. II. King Dm id 
teaches us, that God has his throne in the heavens ; 
that he fees and knows both the good and the wicked; 
that his foul hates thole that love unrighteoufnefs ; 
that he will caufe the fire of his vengeance to fall up¬ 
on them; and as he is perfectly juft himlelf, he loves 
juftice above all things, and always favours the up¬ 
right. 


PSALM XII. 

I.TN this, which is a pfalm of prayer, David com- 
X. plains how few were upright and fmcere, and 
that the people of his time were treacherous and full of 
mifchief. II. He prays God that he woqld, accord¬ 
ing to his promifes, proeeCt .the innocent, andreftrain 
the injuftice and violence of thofe who'endeavQured to 
eppreis them. 
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PSALM XII, XIII. 

Reflections. 

I. T\AV ID's complaintipf the fmall number of 
good people in his time,.and his prayer to 
God upon that occafion, teach us, that when we fee 
iniquity abound, and how little there remains of ho- 
nefty and fincerity among men, we ought to pray to 
God, that he would deliver us .from the fnares and 
malice of the wicked, and efpecially from imitating 
them. II.. God promifes in this pfalm, that he will 
root out all flattering and deceitful tongues, and that 
he will rife up to revenge affli&ed innocence. This 
fhould. teach us to avoid all deceit and injuftice; and 
convince us, that if we walk in uprightnefs, God will 
always be our protedor and defender. 

PSALM XIII. 

D AVID in the bitternefs of his foul complains 
that God had forfaken him, and prays him to 
comfort him and deliver him from his terrors*, in 
the midft of which, he is neverthelefs encouraged by 
a holy confidence, which induces him to praife the 
Lord. 

Reflections. 

HP HIS pfalm is very proper for perfons in affiic- 
‘ tion, and efpecially for thofe that labour un¬ 
der their fins, and are deprived of the fenfe of God’s 
love. Such as are in this laid condition,,fhould not 
defpair, but rather have recourfe to God with con¬ 
fidence, implore his compaflion, and befeech him to 
comfort them, 'and enlighten them with his grace, 
left they fink under the load of their affli£tions 
and when God has delivered them, it is their duty 
to celebrate his mercy, and praife him for all hi* 
goodneis. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XIV. 


I. “TV A VID in this pfalm defcribes the great and 
I J general corruption of the men of his age, 
thei. wickednefi and impiety. II. He threatens the 
wicked with the judgment.of God, and promifes the 
righteous his afliftance and deliverance. 


Reflections. 

• 

T\ AVID's defcription of the men of his time, 

■ agrees in many refpe&s with what we fee 
among chriftians; among whom lb few feek God 
fincereiy, and fo many live as if they believed there 
were no God. Therefore we ought ferioully to me¬ 
ditate upon what is faid in this pfalm, that* we may 
be preferved from fuch corruption; to which end 
we ought to confider, as David here teaches, that 
if the wickednefs and depravation of men is great, 
God will take vengeance; and that in the worft o|' 
times, there are always fome faithful and righteous 
■men that tear God, who partake of his love and 
prote&ion. 

PSALM XV. 

I N this pfalm, which is do&rinal, David teaches 
us who are worthy to ferve God in his taber¬ 
nacle, and to enjoy his prefence, and by what marks 
they are diftinguilhed. 

Reflections. 

rpHIS very inftru&ive,pfalm teaches us, that 
God .will not admit all men into his prefenc-, 
nor efteem them true members of his church j but 
only thole who walk in uprightnefs, who are faithful 
and finccre in their difeourfe and all their behavi- 

D 4 our; 
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our i who avoid {lander, injuftice and extortion; who 
love good men, and religioufly keep their prornifes 
and engagements. Such is the character of a virtuous 
man, and one that fears God i and Inch is tire glori* 
ous recoin pc nee that -is promifed to him ■, and fince 
none but thefe can enjoy the effe&s of God’s love in 
this world or the next, we ought to apply ourfelveS 
with great earneftnefs to all thele duties, and live in 
innocence and integrity, and then (hall we experience 
the truth of the prOmife made in this pfalrn, He that 
dc:o :befe things- frail never be moved. 


P S A L M XVI. 

’I. T N this prayer David intreats God to defend 
JL. him, feeing he traded in him j and declares, 
that .he loved thole that feared the Lord, and ab¬ 
horred jdolatry. II. He feems, from a fenfe of the 
divine favour, to be full of joy, and teftifies that he 
does not fear even death itfelf, and hopes to be for 
ever happy in communion with God. 

Reflections. 

\X/ r E arc hefe to obferve the Jptimcnts of the 
children of God, and their nappinels. As to 
their ientiments, David teaches us by his example, 
shat they always trull: in God ; that they love and e- 
Iteem the pious "and virtuous above all; that they 
avoid the company and errors of the kicked, and ad¬ 
here inviolably to the pure fervije .of Gj|d. As to 
their* happineis, this {.film teaches ys that it is very 
great -, that God himlelf is their portion ancl inhe¬ 
ritance •, that he is on their right hand that they may 
never be moved; and that the (enfi* of their hap- 
pinefs ,makes them rejoice and praifeGod continually % 
and jthat they ace even convinced that God will 
not. abandon them to the power qf death. Laftly, 

though 
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though what has been faid in this pfalm#iay fiiifD*- 
yid and all the faithful, yet it is to be obferv^. that 
thefe words, Tbpu wilt not leave my foul iii bellfrieUber 
wilt thou fuffer thine holy one to fee corruption , were 
completely fulfilled only in JefusChrift ; who, as 
St Peter takes notice, Afls ii. being the holy one 
of God, did not remain in the grave, nor fee cor¬ 
ruption ; but was raifed the third day and exalted 
to heaven, where he reigneth over all things, and 
has prepared for all true believers, joys that never 
Ihall expire. 


PSALM XVII. 

D AVID in this prayer intreats the Lord to 
confider his innocence, to reitrain the malice 
•of his perfecutors, arid to defend the righteous from 
the violence of the wicked. He declares moreover, 
that he did not feek for hnppinefs in the things of this 
world, but fought it only in the 'divine pretence and . 
favour. 

Reflections. 

I.' j' H E confidence with which David calls up¬ 
on the Lord jn this pfalm, - and his fiim al- 
furance that God, who knew the uprightnefs of liis 
heart, would protedt his innocence, (hew the great 
advantage of an honeft and fincere heart; fince in all 
conditions good men can apply to God with afiii- 
rance, knowing that God will always be their pro¬ 
testor ; That be • preferves them as ike apple cj bis 
eye* and keeps them under tbe fbado w of bis icings. 
II. On the other hand, we here learn that God 
knows the ways of the ungodly; and let their power 
be ever fo great, he will not fail to reftratn their 
wickednefs and pride; and fupport the righteous. 
Ill, From David wc learn, not to fcek our happi- 



5 8 PSALM XVII, XVIII. 

nefs in. the things of the world, as carnal and world- 
ly mej&are wont to do; and to pray to God to fe- 
cureus from their malice; and above all to keep us 
from being like them ; faying with the prophet, O 
Lord, deliver me by thy band from the men of the 
world , which have their portion in this life, and 
wbofe bellies thou fillefl with thy hid treafure. Fi¬ 
nally, The laft words of this pfalm, As for me, I will 
behold thy face in rigbteoufncfs ; I fhall be fntisfied , 
when I awake, with tby likenefs-, fhould raife our 
thoughts to the defire and expedition of eternal hap- 
pinefc, which the righteous lhali enjoy after the re- 
lurredtion. 


PSALM XVIII. 

T HIS is a pfalm of thankfgiving, in which Da 
vid, feeing himfelf delivered from his enemies, 
vows to love God and topraife him for ever. In this 
pfalm he defcribes'the great dangers he*had been ex- 
pofed to, his wonderful deliverances, and the vidtories 
he had gained oyer his enemies by the divine afliftance; 
extolling the power, juftice and goodnefs, that God 
had {hewn in delivering him. 

ReflectIons. 

I.jpROM the firft words of this fong we learn, 
that the divine favours and deliverances, fhould 
infpire us with the moft tender and fmcere affedlion, 
and lead us to praiie God continually. II. David* s ac¬ 
count of the extreme dangers he-had been expofed 
to, and the wonderful power of God difplayed in 
his deliverance, {hews, that whatever extremities we 
fall into, we fhould never deipair of God’s afliftance, 
if we fear him; that his.power is greater than man’s, 
and that he never wants means to deliver thole whb 
hope in him. III. When David fays, that God had re¬ 
warded 
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warded him according to'his righteoufpefs, it cannot 
mean, that he thought himfetf mnoceni before God ’} 
but fce thus fpeaks, firft, to' fignify that Gpd had 
maintained the juftice of his caufe againft Saul, and 
all thofe who had perfecuted him uniuftly, or.would 
not own him for king; and fecondly, to fhew that 
God had approved of his never forking the pure 
religion, and the worfhip of the true God. The 
reflexion we are to make on this particular, may be 
exprefled in the words of David: With the upright 
man, that will Jhew tbyfelf upright ; with the pure , 
thou wilt Jhew thyfelf pure, and with the froward, 
thou wilt Jhew thyfelf froward. IV. We obferve in 
this pfalm, the unhappy ftate of the wicked -, fince, as 
David fays, when they are in diftrefs, there is none 
to deliver them,. and when they cry to the Lord, 
he will not hear them. The confideration of fo me¬ 
lancholy a condition, ought to be a powerful mo¬ 
tive to deter us from fin. Laltly, David* s zeal, ex¬ 
prefled in the laft verfes of this pfalm, proves that 
it is not fufficient to praife God in private for his 
mercies, but that we ought to proclaim his pra'ifes 
and loving-kindnefs to the utmoft of our power, 
that his holy name may be glorified by us, and by 
all men. 


PSALM XIX. 

T HIS pfalm has two parts. In the firft, David 
celebrates the glory of God, which appears in 
the order of nature, and particularly in the heavens, 
and the fun. in the fecond. He fpeaks of the ex¬ 
cellency of the law of God» prays God to pardon 
his fins, to keep him from offending him, and to 
fan&ify his thoughts, his words and all his be¬ 
haviour, 


Kihec* 
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Reflections. 

I N G David here mentions the two principal 
^ means by whicli God has made himfelf known 
to us, which are tire works of nature, and his word.. 
Let us therefore make a good ule of both thefe 
means-, meditating upon the marvellous works of 
God, which afford us luch proofs of his power and 
wii'dom; but particularly let us apply ourfelves to 
the reading and meditating on his word. David’s 
high encomiums on God’s woid inform us, that 
it is a fore, evident, and unerring rule of faith and 
practice-, that if is of infinitely more value than the 
molt excellent things of this world ; that it was given 
to enlighten and ianctify us, to rejoice and comfort 
the heart; that the fear of the Lord procures per¬ 
fect happintls to thole who are pofiefled with - it, 
and that there is great reward in the keeping of 
his holy commandments. To thefe refledions let 
us add our humble and hearty prayers to God, with 
David, that he would imprint thefe truths in our 
hearts; that he would pardon all our fins; that he 
would preferve us above all from the fins of pre- 
iumption, and that he would fo fanciify our thoughts, 
words and actions, that they may be always accep¬ 
table in his light. 

. PSA.LM XX, 

T \ H E people of Jfrael pray to God, - that he 
would preferve king David, and make him 
victorious; and exurefs their firm confidence that 
God will grant their requdts. 

R EFLECT IONS, 

T T appears .from this pfylrrj, that the people are 
in ciutj^ bound to pray for kings and princes, whom 
God has fet over them, .That this is the duty of 

chriftians, 
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chriftians, as it was of the Jews,. appears from thefe 
words of St Paul,- wherein he exhorts. That prayers 
and Jupplications te made for kings', and all that are in 
authority. The Ifraelites. befeechGpd in this <pfalni 
to hear the defires of their king, anc\ to grant l«m the 
viftory over his enemies. Chriftians, in like manner, 
ijiould beg of God to fupport and defend their princes 
}p juft and necefiary wars, and all their lawful under¬ 
takings ; but the chief lubje& of their prayers Ihould, 
be, that they may lead a quiet peaceable and godly 
life under thole who have the rule otfer them. ‘ Laftly, 
We, here find, that the glory and fecurity of kings 
and ftates depends on the divine favour and protection, 
to which they are accountable for all their victories 
and fuccefs- and therefore, that kings and their fub- 
jedts ought to labour above all things to render God 
propitious. 

PSALM XXI. 

T H E fubjedt of this plaim is the fame as of 
the foregoing. Here the lyacluts join with 
David in praifing God for the victories he had vouch- 
fafed him-, and doubt not but he will continue his 
protection and a Hi (lance. 

R E F LECTIONS. 

T N this pfaltn we obferve, I. That as it is the pe i- 
A pies duty to pray for their kings, fo ought th.y 
to rejoice when God bleilcs them and their lawful ih- 
figns, and heartily thank him. II. T;nt God loves 
and in a very extraordinary mender'defem's juft and 
pious kings, who call upon him and truft in him. 
III. That he brings low and dell toys unrighteous 
princes, and efpecially fuch as oppofe the eftablifi.- 
ment of his kingdom and the cieiigns of his pro¬ 
vidence. , 
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PSALM XXII. 


PSALM XXII. 

I. T'V AVID complains that God had abandoned 
U him to the violence of his affli&ions, and to 
the tury of his enemies; he defcribes the wretched 
ftate he was reduced tp, and befeeches'God to come to 
his affiftance. II. However, he exprefles a firm con* 
fidence in God, and even praifes him for the deliver¬ 
ance he ex^e&ed; from his goodnefs, and exhorts all 
the faithful to join with him in praifing the Lord. It 
muft be obferved that this pfalm is prophetical, and 
relates more efperially to the fufferings and kingdom 
of the Meftiah. 


Reflections. 

rro improve by the reading of this pfalm, we 
muft confider it as it relates to 'David, and as it 
refers to Jefus Chrift. If we confider it in the firft 
refpeift, we learn by David’s complaints, that thofe 
whom God loves fometimes fall into fo deplorable a 
condition, as to believe God has foriaken them. But 
the faith which David teftifies in this pfalm, fhews us 
likewjfe that we fhould never be difcotiraged under 
affli&ions j becaufe the Lord will deliver his children 
out of all their troubles, and give them caufe to cele¬ 
brate his goodnefs. II. This pfalm contains a very 
plain defcriptionof our Lard’s fufferings and profound 
humiliation. Here we read thofe words which he ut¬ 
tered at his crucifixion; My God y my God, why baft 
thou forfaken the l Here we fee how the Jews inTulted 
him when he hung upon the crofs, his hands and his 
feet pierced, his giarments divided by lot, and the 
principal circumftances of his paffion and death. God 
was pleafed all theie things fhould be foretold by Da - 
vid, jthat when they happened to our Lord,we might 
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not be fo much furprifed, and might acknowledge 
him to be the Median., We (hould therefore deplore 
the blindnefs of the Jews , who are fcandalifed at the 
fufferings and crofs. of Chrift, which ought rather 
to convince them that he is the Mefliah whom God 
had promifed. Thefe confiderations ought to ftrength- 
en our faith in Jefus the Saviour of the world *, as this 
pfalm fets before us the glory to which God has ex¬ 
alted him after his fufferings, and which he now en¬ 
joys at the right hand of his father, and his kingdom 
h eftabliflied throughout all the earth. 


PSALM XXIII. 

D AVID reprefents the Lord’s paternal care of 
him, under the fimilitude of a ihepherd, con¬ 
ducing, feeding and defending his fheep; and he 
deferibes the favours which he hoped always to enjoy 
in communion with God. 

Reflection. 

T HE happy condition of thefaithful, who live in 
full affurance of God’s love, and under his pro- 
teftion, is here in a moft affe&ing manner fet before 
us. David fhews by his own example that they ne¬ 
ver want •, that Qod protefts, comforts and fupports 
them in every condition 1 that he is with them even 
in death, and confers his graces and favours - upon 
them in the higheft degree, cauftng them to live in a 
blefied communion with him. This pfalm is fulhof 
confolation to true believers} and thedefire of partak¬ 
ing in thefe precious advantages, (hould teach us all 
zeaioufly to apply ourfclves to the ftudy of piety. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXIV, 


I. TV' ING David acknowledges God to be the 
creator of the world, and that he reigns over 
all t'sings, and particularly over the church. II. 
He fhews who are the true members of the church, 
and by what marks they are dillinguiQied. Laftly* 
He celebrates the llrength and glory of the almighty 


king, 


Reflections. 


r P HIS hymn contains two leflbns of inftru&ion, 
I. That God, who created tlje world in the be¬ 
ginning, is the fupreme and almighty king, whofe 
glory and power ought to be .celebrated for ever. II. 
This pfalm teaches us who they are which God looks 
upon as his children, and will admit into his glorious 
prefence. 'None will be admitted there, but men of 
pure hands and a clean heart, who are fmcere and 
faithful in their words and all their behaviour j who 
arvoid fraud and deceit, and <Sall upon the Lord, and 
feek his face with their whole heart. If therefore we 
defire to be pirtakers of God’s love, we Ihould ex¬ 
amine whether we find in ourfelves thefe characters 
and fentiments ; endeavouring to produce them in 
ourfelves if we have them not, and if we have, im* 
proving them continually. 


PSALM XXV. 

I ’N this pfalm David implores the favour of God 
with great fervency of devotion; bcfeeches him 
abov*e all things to teach him to walk in his wavs 
and to fear him, to pardon his fins, and to deliver him 
from his afflictions. He here likewife gives us a beau- 
liful. description of tiue j icty, and of the happinefs 
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it procures. In this pfalm there are many very excel¬ 
lent inftru&ions, and exalted ftrains of devotion. 

Rmtc,Tio ft s. 

rpHE ufe we are to make of this pfalm is, to take 
particular notice, I. With what confidence they 
who truft in God apply to him, and implore his af- 
fiftance in all their necelfities. II. That what we 
ought mod earneftly to pray for is, that we may be 
filled with the knowledge of God-, that he would 
teach us to walk in his way, and grant us pardon for 
all the fins we have cpmmitted. III. We here learn, 
how valuable it is tdfear Godj and the advantages it 
procures us. King David has told us, that God 
makes known his ways to the meek andJiumble; 
that he (hews them that fear him the way that they 
ihould choofej that to them he reveals his lecrets and 
his Cbvenant j that he blefles them and their poft.crity 
exceedingly j and ft hen they are in affliction, he pro¬ 
tects them, and delivers them out of all their diftrefs. 
Thefe are inftruCtions of the greatefi: ufe and import¬ 
ance ; and Carefully reading and meditating on thefe 
things, and frequently offering up to God the ex¬ 
cellent prayers contained in this pfalm, is one of the 
b£ft things we can do to ftrengthen us more and 
more in the fear of the Lord, and fecurc our eternal 
welfare. 


PSALM XXVI. 

D AVID prays the Lord to fupport his inno¬ 
cence *, he fays, he always avoided' the compa¬ 
ny of the wicked*,, and that his greateft pleafure was, 
toierveGod in his tabernacle; and with thefe difpo- 
fitions, he hopes that God will not give him up to 
hi's enemies. 

Vot.II. 


E 


R EHE'C* 
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Reflections. 

I. r T' H E fird inftruftion this pfelm furniihes us 
with is, that God chiefly regards our integrity 
and fincerky; that he fearches $nd tries the hearts; 
and therefore, that the only means of obtaining God’s 
favour is to approve ourfelves in his fight, to live in 
innocency, to walk in truth, and to hate vice, and 
the company of the wicked. II. David's earned de¬ 
fire to ferve God in the tabernacle, ihould ftir us up to 
difcharge the duties of religion with the fame fervency, 
and to take the greated delight in going to the houier 
of God, there to praile him, and to meditate on the 
wonders of his love. But the care this pious king 
took to purify himfelf before he went unto the altar of 
God, Ihould convince us, that in order to appear in 
the pre fence of God, we ihould be pure and live a 
holy life. Ladly, We fhould join with David iii the 
prayer which he offers up to God at the end of this 
pfalm, and befeech him to preferve us from being like 
the wicked, led we (hare with them in the punilh- 
ments that are prepared for them. 

. PSALM XXVII. 

I. TTIN G David tedifies his entire confidence in 

God in the greated dangers; his zeal and firm 
adherence to the true worfhip of the fupreme being. 

II. He begs of God to grant him tokens of his fa¬ 
vour, and items fully perfuaded that God would ne¬ 
ver forfake him. In this pfalm there are many nobk 
drains of devotion, faith and piety. 

Reflections. 

T N this pfalm we are to remark, I. That thofe who 
A fear God and trud in him, *re never afraid of 

-•raeo; 
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meiai but are calm and unfliaken, even when perfe- 
cuted and reduced to the mod deplorable condition. 
If. That the moft fneftimable advantage, and the 
greateft confolation we can. enjoy in this world is, to 
meet often in the houfe pf God, there to praife and 
adore him, -and to receive the teftimonies of his fa-' 
vour. III. That when God does incline our hearts 
to feek his face, we fhould improve the mercy, and 
not flight the gracious invitation. Laftly, David's 
afiurance fhews, that fhould we be forfaken by all the 
world, yet God will never forfake us, if we fear him 
and depend upon him •, that nothing but our truft in 
him, and hope in his promifes, can fupport us in the 
midft of the troubles of this fife * and that the expec¬ 
tation of thofe# who feek their happinefs in God alone* 
fhall never be in vain. 


PSALM XXVIII. 

K ING David prays God to defend him from the 
malice and artifice of his enemies, and from 
the judgments that fhould fall upon them. He praifes 
him likewifc for the care he took of him, trufts in his 
afliftance, and prays for the profperity of the If- 
raeliles. 

Reflections. 

\AJ HAT we are to gather from this pfalm is, 
* T I. In ail our wants to. call upon the Lord, lift¬ 
ing up our hands, and hearts to him, to implore his 
afliftance, befeechwig him not to fuffer us to be ex- 
pofed to the miferies of the ungodly; II. That God 
renders to the wicked according to their works and 
particularly, deftroys the double-minded and deceit¬ 
ful men, who fpeak peace totheir neighbours, whilft 
their hearts are full of rancour and hatred. III. That 
what brings men to mifery and deftru&ion is their not 

E a taking 
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taking heed to the works of the Lord, that they *ay 
learn from thence to fear him. IV. The praifca which 
David adds to his prayers, fhew that good men call 
upon the Lord, entirely relying upon his goodnefs-, 
that God hears thofe who call upon him, and will al¬ 
ways be the fhield and ftrength of the righteous, and 
the protector of his people. 

PSALM XXIX. 

T HIS is an exhortation to acknowledge the ma- 
jefty of God, as it appears in all his works; 
and particularly in thunder and lightning. The pro¬ 
phet fpeaks likewife of* the protection which God 
vouchfafed to his people Jfrael. 

Reflections. 

HP H E reading of this pfalm engages us to adore 
with reverence and fear the majefty of God, which 
he gives fo many proofs of in his works. This pfalm 
teaches us in particular, that God by his power pro¬ 
duces the thunder which is heard in the air, and its 
furprifing effects; that he prefides over ail fuch events, 
and that his providence makes ufe of them to exercife 
his judgments, and to make known his greatnefs'to 
mankind. Thus Ihould we take occafion from the 
works of nature to fear God, and to put our whole 
tfuft in him, remembering that he is the Lord and 
judge of the world, and Aferts his power to punilh 
thole who offend him, as he employs it at other times 
for the good of his people and of ail his children. 

P SAL M XXX. 

I N this pfalm David returns lolemn thanks to God, 
that he had delivered him, and made his wrath 
give why to his mercy. He acknowledges that he 

had 
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had in prosperity forgot hitnfdf, and therefore God 
had chaftened him, to bring him again to a fenfe of 
his duty, and to induce him to cafi upon him with 
greater fefvency; and he vows he will praife God for 
ever becaufe he had heard him. It is thought this 
pfalm relates to what David did when he returned to 
Jerusalem after the confpiracy of Abfalom , to purge 
his houfe which had been defiled by that unnatural 
ion. 


Reflections. 

Hp HIS religious ibng of thank (giving is particu. 

larly adapted to perfons that have efcaped Ibme 
great danger. Thofe whom God has thus delivered, 
ought, in imitation of David , to celebrate his good- 
nefs, and to invite all men to celebrate it with them; 
acknowledging that bis anger endureth but a moment , 
and that in his favour is life. But above all, we 
ought to take notice of the inftruCtions here given us 
concerning the ufefulnefs of affliction. David ob- 
ferves, 'That when be was in profperity % be faid y he 
Jhould never be moved ; but as.foon as God bad bid. bis 
face , he was troubled ; and that then he cryed to the 
Lord and was heard by him. Let this convince us 
of the ufe and necefflty of afflictions. Even the beft 
of men fometimes forget themfelves in profperity: 
but God makes ufe of adverfity to infpire them with 
a holy fear, to bring th$m to a fenfe of their duty, 
and to oblige them to have recourfe to him -, and 
then he is reconciled and hears their cry, changing 
their forrow into joy and their complaints into longs 
of praife. This is a doCtrine of general ufe, and de- 
ferves our moft feripus meditation, that if God grants 
us reft, we may not abufe it $ and if he fends us ad¬ 
verfity, it may ferve to humble us and draw us more 
effectually unto him, • 


*'3 
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PSALM XXXI. 

K ING David prays God, that as he trufted in 
him, he would be pleafed to defend him againft 
the eVils he endured from his enemies, and even front 
his neareft friends •, and being perfuaded that his pray¬ 
er fliould be heard, he rejoices-in the deliverance which 
he expeded from the goodnefs of the Lord. 

Reflections. 

I. r T' H E confidence which David in this pfalm 
A feems to be infpired with, and the prayers which 
he here addrefles to his almighty protedor, fhew, 
that the children of God, full of confidence in the di¬ 
vine goodnefs, draw nigh to him in all their wants, 
and are never difappointed in their hopes. Let us 
imitate David in his piety and confidence in God, re¬ 
commend ourfelves continually to his protedion, 
and always have this prayer in our hearts; Into thy 
hand I commit my fpirit ; for thou haji redeemed me , 
O Lord God of truth. II. The evils and perfections 
which David fuffered, even from his neareft relations, 
and the manner in which he fubmitted to thefe fevere 
trials, prove, that if we are expofed to fufferings we 
ought to bear them patiently, without entertaining any 
malice or hatred in our hearts againft thofe who injure 
us, not refenting the evils they do us, but waiting 
with refignation for the divine afllftance. Obferve, 
laftly, in this pfalm, how David is tranfported with 
the ienfe of God’s favours towards thofe that fear him, 
and of the greatncfs of thofe good things he lays up 
in llore for them. Let all that fear God confider this 
for their comfort; and let this confideration encourage 
them more and more to obey and pleafe him. The 
exhortation which concludes this hymn, naturally 

tends 
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tends to produce this efieffc; O love the*Lord, all ye 
his faints, for the Lord preferves the faithful ; be of 
good courage, and he Jhallfirengtbm your heart, all ye 
that hope in the Lord. 

PSALM xxxir. 

I. HIS do&rinal pfalm teaches us, that man’s 
I true happinefs confifts in the pardon of his 
fins, and in the purity of his confcience; and that 
this favour is obtained by a fincere confeffion of fin, 
and by truly returning to God. II. David exhorts 
men to make a good ufc of this dodlrine, and to take 
heed not to harden their hearts; threatning the wicked 
with the greateft mileries, and promifing complete 
happinefs to the righteous. 

Reflections. 

I. E mull make the fame reflexion upon the 
firft words of this pfalm, as St Paul does in 
the fourth chapter of the epiftle to the Romans ; which 
is, that the happinefs of man, and his juftification be¬ 
fore God, con fids in the pardon ot fins, in peace of 
confcience, and a fenfe of God’s mercy. II. King 
David teaches us, that if we defire to attain this happy 
condition, we muft have a clean heart, and a pure 
confcience; that the remiflion of fins is the effeft of 
God’s mercythat in order to obtain it, we mud 
fincerely confef; and forfake our fins, which, as loon 
as we confefs ar\d forfake them, are blotted out, and 
God reftores us to a fenfe of his grace and favour. 
III. It appears from this pfalm, that a true penitent, 
when he has received pardon for fins, does not only 
praife God for his own happinefs, but endeavours, as 
much as in him lies, to bring other men to repentance 
and converfion. This is the dired tendency of thole 
•exhortations and inftru&ions we read at the end of this 

E 4 pfalm. 
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pfalm, wherein David warn* us not to harden our 
hearts, as finners do i and afliires us, That many Jer- 
rcvos /hall he to the wicked ; but he that truftclh in the 
Lord , mercy)hall encompafs him about: and that thofe 
who are righteous , Jhall rejoice and be glad in the L ord 
and all that are upright of heart Jhall Jhout for joy. 

PSALM XXXIII. 

I. T' > V AVID exhorts the righteous to praife God 
1 J with heart and voice, tram the confideration 
of his goodnefs, righteoufnefs and power, which ap¬ 
pear in the works of creation and providence. II. 
He reprefents God as feeing all things, examining the 
actions of men, and displaying his mercy towards 
thole that fear him, and trull in him. 

Refuctioks. 

HP HIS pfalm engages us to make thefe five reflec¬ 
tions. I. That it is a duty highly u afonable as 
well as delightful to’ praife God ; hut that none but 
upright men can diicharge it in a becoming manner-, 
and that the praife of God is only proper in their 
mouths. II. That we ought to praife God, becaufe 
he has created the world by his almighty power, and 
becaufe he governs it wifely and juftly by his provi¬ 
dence. III. That if it was a grea^r dvantage to the 
Jfraelitesi to be the people whom God Jr ad cholen for his 
inheritance, and who were in a peculiar manner pro¬ 
tected by him; the favour which God has vouchfafcd 
us, in admitting us into his church, and entering in¬ 
to covenant with us, is a Hill more glorious privilege. 
IV. That Gtod has a perfect knowledge of all that 
pa files in the world, and in particular, that he fees all 
the actions and thoughts or men ; which is exprtlfied 

. in 
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in thefe words, The Lord looketh from heaven , be be- 
boldetb all the font of men } from the place of bis habi¬ 
tation, he looketh upon aU the inhabitants of the earth , 
and confidereth all their works . This thought fhould 
continually pofiels our fouls, that, the conftderation of 
the prefence of God, and of his infinite knowledge, 
may engage us to walk before him in holinefs and 
righteoufnefs. Laftly, Since David has told us, That 
the eyes of the Lord are upon thofe that fear him , and 
upon them that hope in his mercy let us ohferve from 
thence, that the true way to have God our friend is 
to truft in him, to fear him, without ceafing to apply 
to him for mercy •, and to this end, to pray continually 
in the words of the prophet, Let thy mercy , O Lord, 
be upon us, according as we hope in thee. 

PSALM XXXIV. 

1 .TN this pfalm of thankfgiving, which is likewife 
X doctrinal, David prailes God for delivering him, 
when he was dHcovercd by the Phiiijlines in the city 
of Gath. II. He rcpreients God’s care and protec¬ 
tion of his children, the advantages which the fear of 
God procures them, and the fatal lot of the wicked. 
The whole is exprefled in this pfalm with particular 
ftrength and beauty. 

Reflections. 

r P HIS pfalm. is defervedly efteemed one of the 
nobleft and moft*difying. King David here in¬ 
forms us by his inftruftions and example, I. That 
when God grants us any deliverance, or any other fa¬ 
vour, we ought to exprefs our gratitude, not only t»y 
our own thankfulnefs, but by inviting others likewitc 
to praife him with us. II. That the Lord never fails 
to hear and deliver the righteous who call upon him 

in 
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in their diftrefs, and employs even angels for their de* 
fence. - III. David in thispfalm fe<?ms thoroughly af- 
fe&ed with a fenfe of God’s goodnefe, juid the happi- 
nefs which thofe experience who are partakers of his 
love 5 and defcribes, in a beautiful manner, the na¬ 
ture of piety, exhorting the faints to live always in the 
fear of the Lord, to be fincere in their words and ac¬ 
tions, to fly from evil, do good, and feek peace. 
Laftly, The pfalmift fets before us, the jneftimable 
benefits and advantages of holinefe, fince they that 
fear they Lord can lack nothing; his eyes being al¬ 
ways over the righteous, his ears open to their cries, 
and if they are expofed to many misfortunes, he de¬ 
livers them from them all at the laft; whereas he fets 
his face againft the wicked for their deftrudtion. No¬ 
thing can be of greater ufe, than continually to call 
to mind thefe divine and excellent leflons, to have 
them continually before our eyes and in our hearts •, 
to which end we muft frequently read this admirable 
pfalm, and make a conftant ufe of it for our edifica¬ 
tion and comfort. 

PSALM XXXV. 

D AVID implores the divine afliftance againft his 
enemies, whofe malice, injuftice, ingratitude 
anu cruelty, he defcribes. He mentions his own inno¬ 
cence, and the manner in which he behaved himfelf 
towards them: he threatens their ruin *, and blefies 
God beforehand for the deliverance he expe&ed from 
Jus power and goodnefs. 

Reflections. 

E may collect in general from this pfalm, that 
God aefends good men; that the wicked, and 
fuch as perfecute the faithful, are expofed to his ven¬ 
geance ; and that it is the duty of the righteous to re¬ 
joice 
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joice in God, when his glory is promoted by their de¬ 
liverance. But we muff not conclude from whatZ>3- 
vid lays here agaSnft his enemies, that we are allowed 
to wifh evil to thofe who injure us, or tO rejoice when 
any evil happens to them. We are to remember, 
that the enemies' of David were enemies to God him- 
felf j and that David , as a prophet, and one who had 
an exprefs promife of the divine affiftance, might de¬ 
nounce deftruftion againft thofe who oppofed him. 
However, in reality, he was fo far from wifhing them 
any evil, that he was even affiifted at the evil which 
did befal them, as he bimfelf tellifies in this pfalm ; 
wherein he declares, he had behaved towards them 
as if they had been his friends and his brethren. Thefe 
fentiments fuit ftill better with chriftians, who know 
that the taws of the gofpel oblige them to love all men, 
even thofe who hate them, to do them good and 
pray for them, in conformity to the precepts and ex¬ 
ample of our Saviour Jefus Cbrift. 


PSALM XXXVI, 

D AVID does two things in this pfalm j I. He 
defcribes the impiety and malice of the wicked. 
II. He celebrates the goodnefs of God towards his 
creatures in general, and particularly the excellence 
.of thofe good things he beftows upon them'that fear 
Jiim. 

• 

Reflections. 

I. T N this pfalm we have a defcription bf the fenti- 
ments and hehaviour of the wicked and ungod¬ 
ly, who have no fear of God befcye their eyes, but 
flatter themfelves, and are confirmed more and more 
in their wickednefs, and without any dread of evil 
feek only to hurt others. II. David here obferves. 
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that the righteous have very different fentiments; 
that they adore the power and juftice of God, mani- 
fefted in his works and all his judgments ; that they 
are tranfported with the conlideratkm of his immenfe 
goodnefs, and the favours he bellows on thole who 
love him and put their trull in him. The reading 
of this pfalm teaches us to avoid all impiety, and to 
cleave flcdfaftly to God by a fincere love and holy 
fear, that we may rejoice in him with righteoufnefs, 
and fay with David, O God, bow precious is thy good-, 
nefs ! the children of men hide thetnfelves under the Jha- 
dow of thy wings. We fball be fatifed with thefatnefs 
of thy hottfe, and tbou fhali give us to drink of the rivers 
of thy feafures. 


PSALM XXXVII. 

T H £ defign of this inftru&ive pfalm is, to fhew 
that we Ihould not be furprifetj if the wicked 
are fometimes happy in this life, and if good men are 
in afflictions. David proves, that fooner or later 
God fails not to deliver good men, and to reward 
their piety, and to make wicked men feel the effects 
of his wrath. This pfalm contains admirable inftruc* 
tions, and fuch as are very powerful to engage us to 
fear God,' and to turn us away from evil; wherefore 
we ought to read and meditate upon it with great at¬ 
tention. 


Reflections*. 

T 1 H E fum of the doCtrine contained in this pfa)m 
X is, that we ought not to envy the happinefs which 
the .wicked enjoy in this world, nor be offended at the 
affliSions of good ’men. We are to obferve here, that 
injullice, hatred and malice againll the righteous, 
ftlf-conreit, pride, violence and impiety 1 , make up 
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the character of the wicked; that, on the contrary, 
good men truft in the Lord-,: and are continually do¬ 
ing good, place their whole happinefs in him, are al-' 
ways quiet, meek and humble, love to give, and to 
exercife charity, and their difeourfe is full of wifdom 
and edification. David allures us, that fuch men are 
bleffed and protected of God; that true happiiefs is 
their lot; that the divine favour extends to them and 
their pofterity that if they are fometimes in afflidlion, 
in their trials they experience the divine affiftance, 
and have a happy ilTue out of all their troubles. It is 
not fo with the ungodly 5 their profperity is only ima¬ 
ginary, and of Ihort duration •, God confounds their 
unjuft defigns j and his anger, in a very fenfible man¬ 
ner, falls upon them and all that belongs to them. 
Every day’s experience verifies what this pfalm teaches ; 
and therefore the effefl which'the reading of it fhould 
produce, is to convince us, that our whole happinefs 
depends on our perfeverance in piety, which is attend¬ 
ed with fuch fure and glorious rewards. 

PSALM XXXVIII. 

T N this devout prayer David beleeches the Lord 
£ not to corredl him in his anger. He complains 
of the punifhments he fuffered for his fins, and of 
his being forfaken by his friends, and perfecuted by 
his enemies; and gives proofs of his humility, piety 
and truft in God. 

RSFUBCflONS. 

T? HIS pfalm offers to our confideration thele four 
things. I. It reprefents to us the fcntiments of 
a penitent finner, humbled under the load of his fins, 
and a fenfeof the divine diipleafure: thele fentiments 
are exprefied in this prayer *, 0 Lord, rebuke me not in 

thy 
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thy wrath, nor cbaften mo* in thy hot difpleajure-. II. 
What is laid in this pfalm is very proper tor the in- 
itrudion and coniolation of thole who are afflided 
with pains and difeafes, or in any other manner: Da¬ 
vid teaches them by his own example to look upon the 
evils that befal them* how fevere foever they be, as a 
juft qgrredion for their fins, and to alk God pardon 
them. III. If they fuffer by the malice and in- 
juftice of men, they ihould imitate David in his humi¬ 
lity, patience and meeknefs •, and wait with refigna- 
tion, till God, who never forfakes the innocent, is 
pleafed to deliver them.*, IV. We learn from David's 
complaints of the cruelty and injuftice of his enemies, 
that thofe who afflid the innocent, rejoice in other 
mens misfortunes, and return evil for good', fhall not 
eicape the juft judgment of God. 

PSALM XXXIX. 

I. A VID declares in this pfalm, that he had 
1 J made a firm refolution not to murmur at the 
profperity of the wicked, nor his own fufferings. II. 
He obferves, that he had overcome this temptation 
by confidering the fhortnefs of this life, and the vanity 
of the good things of this world. III. He beieeches 
God to pardon his fins, and deliver him from his af- 
flidions; and humbly fubmits to tlpe chaftifements 
that God had lent him. 

R E F i E C T I o N 'S. 

I. 'T 1 H 1 S pfalm contains an excellent dodrine \ 

• which is, that the way never to fall into mur¬ 
muring, noj to fuffer ourlelves to be. tempted of of¬ 
fended when we fee the temporal profperity of the 
wicked, is to repreient to ourlelves the fhortnefs of 
our . lives, the infigniticancy of the good things of 

this 
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this world, and the vanity of mens labours for earth¬ 
ly things. II. David teaches os, $at God can put 
an end to our lives when he pfeafes, and deprive us 
of all our advantages j that we are only Grangers and 
fojourners here below» and that the only remedy for 
the miferies and vanity of human life is, to put all our 
hope in the Lord, to afk his affi fiance, and pardon 
~of our fins, and to fubmit with refignation to his holy 
will: faying, when he afflidts us; I became dumb , and 
opened not my mouthy jbecaufe thou didft it. With fuch 
thoughts as thefe we are fure to be eafy and happy ; 
we may rely upon God, and praife him and rejoice in 
him both in prolperity and adverfity: 


P S A* L M XL. 

I. fTT\H 5 prophet David praifes God for the deli- 
• verances and favours he had received from his 
goodnefs, devotes himfelf to his fcrvice, and acknow¬ 
ledges, that by fubmifiion to the will of God, rather 
than by facrifices, he hoped to be accepted. II. He 
makes a vow to praife God in,the mod public manner, 
and befeeches him to affift him in his afHi&ions and 
dangers, and above all, to deliver, him from his fins. 

%rtscTion 

^T'HIS pfalm contains extraordinary drains of piety 
and gratitude. We here obferve the fentiments 
pf a heart (full of confidence, and affefted with a lively 
feafe of God’s mercies, with profound humility, and 
an ardent defire to be entirely devoted to him. There¬ 
fore the inftru&ions we here meet With are thefe: I. 
That.in our affli&ions, we ought tp wait patiently for 
the Lord, who, though he delay for a time, will 
come at laft to the afliftance of thole thathope in him. 

II. That 
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II. That the true happtnels of man confifts in choofing 
the Lord for his rouge, without ieeking for it in men, 
or in the flings of the world. III. That the mercies 
of God towards us are lb many in number, that we 
cannot reckon them, nor celebrate them as they de- 
ferve. IV. That what God chiefly requires of us is, 
that we ihould fubmit ourlelves to him without reierve; 
laying, Lo, I come to do tby will , O God ; thy law is 
within my heart: and that We Ihould publilh his praif- 
es and his truth before all the world. We fee in this 
pfalm, that this is the only fervice that is pleafing to 
God •, and that when we are in this condition, we may 
call upon him with a full aflurance of his alfiftance. 
Laftly, We muft confider that David fpeaks in this 
plalm, as the type-of JefusChrift, when he lays. Sa¬ 
crifice and offering thoudidft not defire y but mine ears 
haft thou opened. Then /did 7 , Lo y / come to do thy 
will , 0 my God. St Paul applies thefe ijrords to our 
Lord in the epiltie of the Hebrews , and remarks, 
that by Jefus Chrift’s oblation and facrifice of him- 
felf, we are fan&ified and dedicated to God. This af¬ 
fords us- a powerful motive to celebrate the infinite 
love of our redeemer, to devote ourlelves to the Lord, 
and conform in all things to his will. 


psalm xy. 

D AVfD promifes particular bleffings to thofe 
who behave themfelves charitably towards the 
afflidtedand complalhs of the cruelty of his enemies, 
ar)d even of lus friends ; who inftead of compaflionat- 
ing his miferies, wilhed for his death, and laid, that 
God punifhed him for his fins. 


Refleo 
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Reflections. 

It N this pfalm, the blefling of God, is promifei to 
thole who have companion on the afflidted, who 
judge charitably of them, and comfort them in their 
fufferings. David allures the kind and charitable, that 
God will deliver them in their calamities; that he will 
heal them when they are lick and languilhing; and 
that he will preferve them, and make them happy in 
this life. Thefe promifes ought to inlpire us with fen- 
titnentsof charity, and companion for the unfortunate, 
and engage us to comfort them, and contribute to 
their eafe as far as we are able. On the other hand, 
what David fays of the proceedings of his enemies, 
Ihews us, that it is a great fin to infult the miferable, 
to wilh evil to or defire the death of any one, and to 
judge that all thofe whom God afflidts are punilhed 
becaufe of their fins. This Ihould teach us to avoid 
hardheartednefs and ralh judgments, and to think al¬ 
ways favourably of people in afflidtion, and efpecially 
of thofe who are remarkable for piety, and the.fear of 
the Lord. 

PSALM XLII. 

T il E’ prophet ex prelies, with great ftrength and 
energy, his unfeigned forrow to fee himfelf ba- 
niihed from the Jioufe of God, by the perfection of 
his enemies; and his hearty defire to return to it again, 
that he might ferve God among the faithful; he like- 
wife defcribes his ajarms, and the conRidt he had with¬ 
in himfelf, which he had oveitome by confidence in 
the divine afiiftance. 

R E F L E C T I O.N S. 

J N the earneft defire of the prophetic author of this 
pfalm, who was probably Davids to come again 
to the hoyfe of God, which he was kept from, we 
Vol. II. F fee 
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fee what fentiments true'devotion and fincere -piety 
infpire men with. The faithful defire nothing more 
fin&rely, than to appear before God, and particular* 
ly, to worfhip in the aflemblies of the faints, and fo 
be edified by the company and good examples of 
godly men. In like manner, there is nothing grieves 
them more than to be deprived of that comfort, and 
to fee the wicked impioufly infult God, and feoff at 
the juft man’s truft in him. Obferve next, that the 
author of this pfalm had been in exceeding great 
diftrefs, and as it were finking under the affliding 
.hand of God; in which condition his foul was dif- 
traded, and almoft deftitute of comfort; but that, 
Jieverthelefs, his faith had raifed and fupported hfm. 
This example ought to ftrengthen the righteous in 
their afflidions, comfort them in their greateft bitter- 
nefs of foul, and make them fay with David , ‘Why 
.art thou cajl down, O my foul? And why'art thou dif- 
quieted within me? Hope in God y for 1 fhallyet praife 
him , who is the health of my countenance , and my God. 


PSALM XLIII. 

I N this pfalm, as well as the foregoing, the pfafm-» 
ift, perfecuted and driven from the tabernafcle, 
begs God to deliver him from his enemies, and reftore 
him the valuable blefling of ferving and praifing God 
in public, and comforts himfelf with the profped of 
his aftiftance. 

Reflections. 

'T H E reading of this pfalm fhews, that if the pro¬ 
phet begged*of God to deliver him from the 
malice of his enemies, it was chiefly with a view to 
return to the tabernacle, that he might praife God, 
and exprefc his joy, love and gratitude. This the 

children 



PSALM XLIII, XLIV. 8g 

children of God defire above all things, and this it is 
that fupports and comforts them moft effectually in ail 
their trials and afflictions. Laftly, The complaints 
and fighs of the prophet, in this and the foregoing 
pfalm, becaufe he could not come into the houfe of 
God, fhould engage thole who have the liberty to 
ferve God in the religious affemblies, gladly to im¬ 
prove fo ineftimable a blefling. 

PSALM XLIV. 

T HIS pfalm was compofed at.a time when the 
people of Ifrael were under affliction and per- 
lecution. The prophet here makes mention of the 
wonders God had wrought in bringing their forfa- 
thers into the land of Canaan \ from whenefc he hopes 
that God would again difplay his power in b p half of 
the afflicted Ifraelites , and deliver them. He de- 
feribes the fad condition they were in at that time, and 
the fevere perfecutions to which they were expofed. 

Reflections. 

I. r P H E Ifraelites in their afflictions call to re- 
’ membrance the many fignal blefljngs which 
God had formerly conferred upon that nation. Thus 
lhould we, in our' afflictions, comfort ourfelves with 
the confideration of the goodnels of the Lord, and 
the evident proofs he has in all ages given of his pov er 
and mercy. II.. As the Jews acknowledged that 
their fathers had become maftefs of the land of Ca¬ 
naan, not by their own ftrength, but by the power of 
God i Wfe lhould likewife' give God the glory of all 
thqfcprivileges and bleffings we enjoy, and confefs that 
his favour is the happinefs and fecurity of nations, and 
particularly of the’ church. III. The complaints die 
Jews make of their deplorable condition, lhew, that 

F 2 in 
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in all times the church has been affii&ed; and thar 
God often permits his people to be delivered into the 
hands of the wicked, and the faithful to be cruelly 
perfecuted. 'This is St Paul's refte&ionf, ill the eighth 
chapter of the epiftle to the Romans , where he applies 
to chriftians thefe words of this pfalm; For thy fake we 
are killed all the day long , we are accounted as fheep 
for the Jlaughter. God permits it fo to be for the 
glory of his name, and to try and purify his church. 
Laftly, We fee here, that the faithful, though God 
afflidts them, do not forget him, nor forfake his co¬ 
venant and therefore he is always ready to come to 
their afiiftance, and to hear them when they call up¬ 
on him in time of need. 


PSALM XLV. 

T HIS pfalm is a nuptial fong upon the marriage 
of king Solomon , and contains a defeription of 
the glory of that prince and his confort •, it is likewife 
a prophetical pfalm, and relates to our Lord Jcfus 
Chrift. 

Reflections. 

^TTHIS pfalm is to be confidered in two lights, I. 

Asa hymn deligned to procure the divine blefiing 
upon the marriage of Solomon and upon his kingdom. 
II. As it properly relates to Jefus Chrift , the hufband 
and king of the church. In this pfalm there is ex- 
prefs mention made of his divinity, of his anointing, 
of his power, of the glory and duration of his king¬ 
dom. This St Paul teaches us, in the firft chapter of 
the epiftle to.the Hebrews , where he applies to%ur 
Lord the words of this pfalm: Thy throne , O God., is 
for ever and ever > a feeptre of rigbteoufnefs is the feeptre 
of'tby kingdom ■, God , even thy God, hath anointed thee 

with 
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with the oil of gladnefs above thy fellows. Thefe words 
can properly fuit no other but Chrift Jefus and as 
they defcribe his infinite power and glory, they en¬ 
gage us to reverence and adore him, and in all things 
to fubmit to him, that we may fhare ip the bleflings 
.he pours upon his church, and upon all thofe who* 
have the happinefs to live under his dominion. 

PSALM XLVI. 

T HIS -is a pfalm of thanklgiving, for the aflif- 
tance God had granted his people, at a time 
when they had been attacked by feveral nations. 

Reflections. 

E are to learn from hence, that God is the pro¬ 
testor of his church, and that even when kings 
and nations, who are reprefented in this pfalm by 
floods and torrents, are confederate againft it, God 
renders all their efforts vain, and powerfully deli¬ 
vers it. The chriftian church has ftill greater lhare in 
■thefe promife^ and the divine protection than the 
antient people had, fince this is for ever to fubfift. 
This the church has always experienced 5 this the 
faithful lhould confider .for their comfort, and the 
confirmation of their faith. 


PSALM XLVIL 

T HE prophet exhorts all the inhabitants of the 
earth to praife God, to adore his majefty and 
power, and acknowledge, that the Lord, who had 
made a covenant with the children of Ifratl , was the 
..king of the world, and that all the people ought to 
fubmit themfelves to him. 

F 3 R E f l e e- 
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Reflections. 

♦ 

rr* HIS pfalm fliould excite us to praife God, and . 

to celebrate his glory with*holy tranfports, as he 
is the king of the whole earth, and deferves the ado¬ 
ration of all men •, but above all, becaufe he has cho- 
fen us to be his people and his inheritance. What 
we read in this pfalm is particularly applicable to the 
times of the gofpel, and efpecially to our Lord’s tri¬ 
umphant afcenfion to the glory of his kingdom, and 
to the happinefs which the leveral nations of the earth 
now enjoy in being accounted the people of God. 

PSALM XLVIII. 

I N this pfalm, which was compofed upon occalion 
of fome deliverance that God had granted the city 
of Jerufalem, the prophet praifes God for defeating 
the counfels and attempts of the kings who had af- 
faulted that city and he delcribes the lhength of Je- 
rufalem , and God’s prote&ion of his people. 

Reflections. 

r T' H E reflection we are to make upon this pfalm>is, 
that the church has often been attacked by the 
‘kings and nations of the world, who had confpircd to¬ 
gether to deftroy it; but that God has always watched 
over it, and rendered all the confpiracies of its ene¬ 
mies vain, and turned them to their own confufion. 
This pfalm allures us very exprefly, that the church 
is the deareft thing to God upon earth, that*he dwells 
in the midft of it; that he encompafles it with his 
prote&ion, and that he will always fupport it. Thefe 
promifes are ftill better fuitcd to the chriftian than to 
the JcwiJb church, and ought to convince us of our 
happinefs, in being members of Chrift*s church, and 

fill 
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fill all fincere chriftians with ftedfaft hope and confi¬ 
dence in God. 

PSALM XLIX. 

I N this pfalm, which is do&rinal and inftruCtive, 
the prophet proves by feveral confiderations, that 
the happinefs of man does not confifl in the riches 
and honours of the world ; that thofe who place their 
glory and their happinefs in them, are fools and mad¬ 
men ; and therefore, that we ought not to fet our 
hearts upon thefe things, neither fearing nor envying 
fuch as pofiefs them; but that we fhould put our 
truft in God alone, who can render happy, even af¬ 
ter death, thofe who fear him, and put their whole 
truft in him 5> 

Reflections. 

^-pHIiRE are many very important reflections to 
“*■ be made on this pfalm. It teaches us, that fuch 
as truft in their goods and riches, or that are puffed 
up with their honours and credit, are fools and blind. 
We have here reprefented the vanity and folly of the 
projects and fchemes laid by worldly men for their 
own. advancement, and the glory of their families. 
The prophet remarks, that God- makes all their 
fchemes abortive; that death robs them of all their 
glory, that they become a prey to the grave; and 
that their riches cannot redeem their fouls, nor fecure 
them from death and the judgment of God. Laflly, 
This pfalin teacKcs us, that it is not lb with thole that 
put tneir truft in God, fince they are lure that he will 
redeem them, even from death, and will take them to 
Hfhfelf to all eternity. High and low ought to at¬ 
tend' to and meditate on thefe inftruitions, as the 
prophet exhorts them; thole who are rich, or in a’n 
exalted ftarion, fhould remember them, left they for- 
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get God, and fall into pride; and people of mean 
rank, fhould learn from hence never to envy the glo¬ 
ry, riches and profperity, which fall to the lot of 
others; and all in general are here taught to wean 
theif affe&ions from the world, and to feek their hap- 
pinefs wholly in the favour and love of God. 


P S A L M L. 

Z H E defign of this pfalm is, to reprove the hy- 
pocrify of the Ifr.aelites 7 who placed their con- 
:e in facrifices and ceremonial obfervances, whilfl 
they negledted to obferve the moft efiential duties of 
religion. I. God here fpeaks to his people, and de¬ 
clares, that he regarded not facrifices and external 
worfhip, but that the fervice he requires, con lifts in 
praifing and calling upon him with fincerity. II. He 
feverely reproves hypocrites who profefs to live in co¬ 
venant with him, and to ferve him, and yet give them- 
felves up to fin; he denounces his judgments againft 
them, and exhorts them to true repentance. 


Refiecti o'n $. 

T^HIS pfalm which is very inftructive teaches us, 
that the fervice of God does not conlift in out¬ 
ward duties, fuch as were the antient facrifices, and 
fuch as now are adts of public worfhip, ceremonies, 
and the outward profeftion of religion. Indeed thefe 
duties are indifpenfable and ought not to be negledbed, 
fince God has appointed them, and that they are 
agreeable to him, when diicharged as they ought to 
be. However, the true worfhip which God requifts, 
is to ferve him in fpirit and in truth, to.praile him, 
to -call upon him, and to do his will. As for thofe 
who profefs to ferve God, to take his covenant in 
. ‘ their 
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their mouths, and who, neverthelefs, abandon them- 
jfelves to fin, *and' particularly to injuftice, impurity, 
deceit and (lander •, we fee here, that God cannot en¬ 
dure their hypocrify, and that if he does not punifh 
them immediately, they muft not imagine they (hall 
efcape his judgment. Sinners and falfe chriftians 
' (hould carefully improve to. their advantage what is 
faid in this pfalm j and all of us ought ferioufly to re¬ 
flect upon it, that we may not offend God by an hy¬ 
pocritical worlhip, but calling upon him with fincerity, 
and ftudying, above all things, to do what he com¬ 
manded!, may render to him fuch fervice as (hall 
be acceptable in his fight, and procure, his favour to¬ 
wards us. 

P S A L M LI. 

T HIS is king David's penitential pfalm, where¬ 
in he implores the mercy of God with great 
zeal and humility •, makes confeflion of his fin, and 
prays to God to renew him by his fpirit, and to reftore 
to him peace of cpnfcience; that having recovered his 
favour, he may praile him, and become an example 
to finncrs. He hopes God will approve his repent¬ 
ance, and offers up prayers for the welfare of Jera fa- 
lew, ’ and profperity of the Jfraelites. 

Reflections. 

HIS pfalm .is one of thofe that are of the moil 
general ufe, and in which we may beft obferve 
the motions and characters of true repentance. Here¬ 
in we difcovcry I. The lively fenfe David had of his 
fin, his humble and public confeflion of it before 
God and man, and his recourfe to the mercy of God. 
II. We here obferve, that David does not only pray 
God to pardon his fins, but likewile to deliver him 
from them, and grant him his fpirit to purify and 
renew him. Ill, We here fee the promiles he makes 

to* 
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to return to the ways of godlinefs, and by his example 
and inftrudtions to convert finners. IV. David ex- 
prefies his hope and confidence that God will not re* 
]edt his repentance. Laftly, After he had prayed for 
himfelf, he intreats God to continue his bleffing upoa 
Jerufalem, and his'whole kingdom. It appears from 
this pfalm, that it is the duty of finners, and particu¬ 
larly thofe that have fallen into great fins, to be lenfible^ 
of die greatnefs of them, humbly to acknowledge and 
confels them, and even publicly before men, when it 
is peceflary; earneftly to implore the mercy of God 
with true contrition, and to beg of him a fincere con- 
verfion, and the affiftance of his lpirit, that they may 
never more fall into fin. Laftly, A penitent finner, 
that is truly humbled for his fins, finds himfelf indif- 
penfably obliged to repair the fcandal he has given, 
and contribute his utmoft towards the.converfion of 
other finners, and the edification of all, by his ex¬ 
ample, by his exhortations, and by his prayers. This 
is the only way to obtain pardon for the fins we have 
committed, and to procure peace of confcience, and 
the renewal of the grace of God. 

PSALM LH. 

D AVID denounces the judgments of God a- 
gainft one of Saul’s counfellors, named Dreg, 
who, by his danders, had exal’perated Saul againft 
him, and had occafioned the death of a great number 
of the priefts, who were cruelly flain by Saul. For 
the right underftanding of this pfalfri, it is convenient 
to read the hiftory related in the twenty fecond chap¬ 
ter of the firft book of Samuel. 

Reflections. 

W L may gather from this pfalm, I. That the 
wicked, and particularly cruel men and flan* 

deiqs, 
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dercrs, fuch as Doeg was, receive from God the 
punilhment they deferve-, and that God-abhors lying 
and calumny. II. That thofc who truft in their 
riches, or in their addrefs, become examples of the juft 
judgment of God ; whilft he beftowi his favour on 
thole that put their truft in- hirfi, and walk in his 
ways. 

PSALM LIII. 

H E prophet defcribes the extreme impiety 
j[ and general corruption of the time in which 
he lived. II. Me threatens the wicked with divine 
vengeance, and promifes the righteous help and de¬ 
liverance from the almighty. 

Reflections. 

I. VX/’ HAT David fays at the beginning of this 
’ ~ pfalm; The /;-.•! has faid in his heart there is 
no God, does not imply, that all honors actually be¬ 
lieve there is no God •, but the meaning of theft words, 
as the prophet himi'elf explains them, is, that their 
impiety was fo great and fo general, that wicked men 
lived as if they denied the being of a God. The 
complaint which David here makes of the impiety of 
the men of his age, may be applied to a great num¬ 
ber of chriftians, who profefs to know God, but in 
works deny him, giving ti.emfelves up to all manner 
of impiety. II. Jt appears, however, from the evils 
which David fiys the righteous are expofed to by 
means of the ungodly, and from the promifes made 
to the godly in afflictions, that when the corruption is 
mod general, God has always l'ome true worfhippers, 
who lament this corruption, endeavour to keep them- 
felves free from the infection, and in the miditof the 
•diforders that prevail always look up* to God, and 

put 



9 * PSALM LIII, LIV. 

put their truft in him. III. This pfalm engages us 
toconfider further, that God beholds from heaven the 
iins which are committed ; that he will punifh them, 
and that thofe who dread not his power, fhall one day 
have terror and confternation for their portion. Laftly, 
It fhould be remarked, that St Paul, in the third 
chapter of his epiftle to the Romans, quotes this pfalm, 
to prove that the Jews were 'finners as well as the. 
heathen; that ccjnfequently, they could not be jufti- 
fied by the law of Mofes, but only by faith in Jefus 
Cbrifl. 

PSALM LlV. 

K ING Saul being informed by the men of Zipb 
that David was retired into their country, and 
going thither to take him, David prays God to de¬ 
fend him from thofe that fought his death, and he 
promifes to praife and blefs him when he granted his 
requeft. The event which gave occafion to this pray¬ 
er, is recorded in the twenty third and twenty fixth 
chapters of the firft book of Samuel. 

Reflections. 

T N this pfalm David does three things, I. He im¬ 
plores the divine aflillance in the danger that 
threatned him. II. He exprefies a firm reliance up¬ 
on God. III. He promifes to praife him for ever. 
The - royal prophet teaches us by his example, that 
prayer fhould always be our refuge in the time of 
danger •, that'even when men have confpired our ruin, 
if we call upon the’Lord with a pure heart, he will 
protect us; and that when he has heard us we ought 
ro blefs him with all our heart, and make grateful ac¬ 
knowledgments. 
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PSALM LV. 

D AVIT), fearing he fhould fall [into the hands 
of his enemies, calls upon the Lord, and re- 
prelents the extreme danger he was in. He complains, 
that he h.ad been betrayed and (tendered by thofe very 
men which he had fheWh the greateft friendfhip to, 
and had confided moft in. However, he comforts 
himfelf with hopes that God would not forfake him, 
but would deftroy thofe that fought his ruin. 

Reflection^. 

T" 1 H E example of David (hews, I. That the faith-' 
A ful may be perfecuted by wicked men, and even 
fometimes hated by thofe whofe afliftance they had 
reafon to expeft. II*. .That in this condition they ap¬ 
ply themfelves to God with confidence, and are af- 
fured he will fupport them, and reftrain the malice 
of thofe who unjuftly perfecute them. However, we 
muft take care not to make an ill ufe of this pfalm, 
and fome others of the like nature, by applying what 
David fays againft his perfecutors to the occafions 
which we may have of complaining againft others, 
for any uneafinefs or difpleafure which, we may be ex- 
pofed to by them. The offences we receive are gene¬ 
rally fpeaking trifling •, and if not, a chriftian is bound 
to forgive all, and to hate no man •, and (hould be fo 
far from making imprecations againft any, that he 
ought to pray for thole who do him the greateft in r 
jury, herein conforming to the laws of the gofpej, 
and to that pattern of patience and meeknefs which 
our Lord has given us in his life and death. 
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PSALM LVI. 

D AVID having been taken by the Pbiliftines in 
the city of Gath, as we read in the twenty|firft 
chapter of the firft book of Samuel , prays the Lord 
to nave pity on him in that preffing danger •, and to> 
his prayer joins praifes and thankfgivings, which fhew 
the great truft he put in God. 

Reflections. 

TJ Y the example of David lye are here taught, that 
whatever extremity the children of God are in, 
and when even force and artifice are imployed againft 
them, mey are not moved ; that their truft in God is 
fo firm, that they do not fear what man can do unto 
them; and that even before their deliverance, they 
rejoice in the Lord, and pay him their vows and 
thankfgivjngs. David allures us likewife, that the 
fufferings of the righteous are precious in the fight of 
God, that he fees their troubles and afflictions, and 
that he puts their tears into his bottle. This is an inefti- 
mable blefling which piety procures for us, and is the 
greateft comfort in our adverfities. ‘ 


PSALM LVII. 

D AVID flying before and being hid in a 
cave, where he was furprifed by Saul t as we 
read in the twenty fourth chapter of the firft book of 
Samuel , offers up this prayer to God, in which he 
calls upon him for his help, and fhews the firm con¬ 
fidence he had in his protection. 


Reflec 
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Reflections. 

XTCT E find in this, as in the preceding pfalms* 
that David, animated by his piety and fup- 
ported by his faith, always applied to God for deli¬ 
verance in the dangers that threatned him. Though 
we are not expofed to dangers like thofeof David for¬ 
merly, and therefore cannot apply to ourfelves all we 
read in this pfalm, we may neverthelefs from hence 
conclude in general, that in our necefiities we ihould 
draw nigh to God, and hide ourfelves under the Iha- 
dow of his wings ; being fully perfuaded, that he 
will not fail to fend us help from heaven, and to deli¬ 
ver us. But that we may thus truft in him, we mult 
always adhere ftedfaftly to our duty, and never make 
ufe of any unworthy means to extricate ourfebjes from 
any preffing difficulties; herein imitating Demd^ who 
when he had it in his power to take away Saul's life, 
when that king came into the cave where he was, 
would not do it. Laftly, As David at the end of 
the pfalm praifes the Lord with holy tranfports of 
joy; fo is it our duty, after we have experienced the 
divine affiftance, to thank and praife his holy name, 
and every where publifh his goodnefs towards us. 

PSALM LVIII. 

I. fTA HIS is a complaint of David againft wick- 
_f_ ed judges, whole impiety and obftinacy to 
doevil he here deferibes. II. He likewife foretels, that 
the divine vengeance fhould quickly overtake and en¬ 
tirely deftroy them. It is probable David here lpeaks 
of the counfellors of Saul. 

Reflections. 

*T*HIS is a pfalm which thofe in public offices 
ought to take good notice of, becauie it teaches 

them. 
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them, that if they do not adminifter ftriCt juftice, if 
they opprefs the innocent with artifice or violence, the 
vengeance of God will overtake them. And in gene¬ 
ral, we fee here, that all thofe who harden- them felves 
in their evil ways, without hearkning to the voice of 
God, are likewife threatned with his vengeance. Laftly, 
We learn from this pfalm, that providence governs 
all things righteoufly; and though the wicked profper,* 
and good men are affiifted for a while, yet they will 
always have reafon to acknowledge. That there is a re¬ 
ward for the righteous , and that there is a God who 
judges in the earth. 

PSALM LIX. 

D AVID., in danger of being taken by fome per¬ 
ils whom Saul had fent to his houfc for that 
purpofe, reprefents to the Lord the great danger he 
was in; not doubting but God would deliver him 
from his enemies, rellrain their malice, and make 
them examples to all the world. The hiftory which 
gave occafion to this pfalm, is contained in the nine¬ 
teenth chapter of the fu il book of S. mud. 

Reflections. 

'T’HAT we may improve by the reading of this 
pfalm, it is proper to make thefetwo reflections. 
I. That David .'s prayers were heard, and that provi¬ 
dence furnilhed him with means of efcaping the fury 
of Saul, who fought his life; from whence we learn, 
that the prayers of the faithful, and theif confidence 
in God, is never in vain. II. It is to be obferved, 
that what David■ fays in this pfalm againft his ene¬ 
mies, was not fpoken out of a principle of hatred 
or revenge; but being perfecuted unjuftly, and 
his caufe Jbeing that of God, he might, as a pro¬ 
phet, denounce the divine judgments againft them. 

However, 
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However, it is not lawful for any private perfon to 
make tltfc like prayers. All we are allowed to do 
when men treat us with malice and injuftice, is to 
keep within the bounds of that meeknefs prefcribcd in 
the gofpel, to return good for evil, and wait with pa¬ 
tience for the divine afiiftance. 

PSALM LX. 

K I N G David defcribes in this pfalm, the wars 
■and calamities to which the Ifraelites had been 
expofed, and the victories and deliverances that God 
had granted them. In the eighth chapter of the fe¬ 
cund book of Samuely we learn what was the oqcafion 
of this pfalm. 

R H F 1 E C MOHS. 

H E firft thing we oblerve in this pfalm is, that 
king David lays before God the miferies which 
had befallen the Ifnnlites\ which teaches us, that 
when nations are expofed to war, and other public ca¬ 
lamities, God is the difpenfer of them, to chaftiie and 
humble them. David celebrates the power and 
goodnefs of God, who had a (Tided his people, and 
givfcn them the victory over their enemies. Thus is 
God reconciled with men, after he has afflicted them 3 
and in particular, difappoints the plots and contrivan¬ 
ces of the enemies of his church. Laftly, This pfalm 
teaches us, that the ftrength and affiftance of man is 
but vanity, and that there is none but the Lord who 
can help and deliver us in our diftrefs, and in whom 
we may fafely and perfectly confide. 

PSALM LXr. 

T HIS is a pfalm of prayer, and full of comfort. 
In it David prays the Lord to take him into his 
Vol. II. G pro- 
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prote&ion•, and exprefles the greateft joy and grati¬ 
tude under the fenfe of God’s favour, and the hope 
of his afiiflance. 

Reflections. 

T N this pfalm, we fee David groaning and calling 
upon the Lord for help •, but at the fame time, we. 
fee him full of joy and confidence. Such are the tiif- 
pofitions of all thofe thar fear God : they implore his 
alii fiance when any dangers threaten them, arid make 
him their fecure refuge. But at the fame, time,* their 
confidence in him is unfhaken and conftant, and they 
rejoice in full affurance of his favour, and a fenfe of 
his goodnefs •, faying with the prophet, whatever their 
condition be, O God, thou baft heard my defires ; thou 
baft given me the heritage of thofe that fear thy name : 
wherefore I will fing praife unto tloy name for ever , .end 
will daily perform my vows. 

PSALM LXII. 

I. TTxAV ID teftifies, that his'Lfinfidence in God 
I 3 made him perfe&ly eafy. II. He fhews, that 
we ought not to truft in men, nor in worldly goods, 
but in God alone, who is the Lord of all things, and 
the judge of all men. 

Reflections. 

T\AVID teaches us, by his example, I. That 
the true and only way to enjoy uninterrupted 
peace and tranquillity of mind, is to truft in God alone; 
and that when we depend upon him, we fear nothing 
that men can do to us. II. That it is great blindnels 
to truft in men, who are vanity itfeif i to fet our heart 
upon the good things of this world, or become proud 
and haughty when we abound in them. Laftly, He 

declares 
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dtclarcs very exprefly m this fong, that in the al¬ 
mighty alone we ought to place our confidence, fince 
he is the Lord and Judge of the world, and will ren¬ 
der to every one according to. his works. Thefe three 
inflru&ions, contained in this pfalm, are of the great- 
eft ufe to fecure our happinels and tranquillity. 

PSALM LXIII. 

K ING David being perfecuted, and flying into 
the wildernels of Judah, as we read in the twen* 
ty third chapter of the firft book of Samuel , offers up 
to God the prayer contained in this pfalm,. wherein he 
declares, that he defired nothing fo earneftly as to be 
in the houfe of the Lord, and that the fenfe of God’s 
goodnefs filled him with unipeakable joy, and a con¬ 
fidence not to be lhaken by all the attempts of his 
enemies. 

Reflections. 

I. *"P H E ardent zeal with which David, when a 
fugitive!..and perfecuted, deified to enj-v che s 
prefence of the*jc,6rd in his holy tabernacle, ft . .vs,' 
that whilft we are ftrangers and fojourners ci this world, 
there is nothing we ought more earneftiyio dclire, 
than to lerve God, to praiie him in his houfe, and to 
behold his face one day in heaven. II. 1 he comfort, 
joy and confidence, which David gives fuch extraor¬ 
dinary proofs of in this pfalm, moft evidently Shew, 
that the fenfe of the grace and love of God produces 
upfpeakable joy and latisfaCtion in the hearts of the 
faithful, even when they arc moft afflicted 1 that they 
fear no evil whilft they are under his protection, and 
that nothing can difturb or rob them of tiieir peace. 
If therefore we defire tp attain true happinels, we muft 
ftek it in God alone, that he may be our comfort and 

joy- 
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PSALM LX IV. 

T H E pfalmift entreats God to defend him from 
the fubtilty and cruelty of his enemies, and 
foretels their ruin, which he fays will be manifeft to 
all. 

Reflections. 

\\T E fee here, how the wicked often make ufe V>f 
v ~ artifice and deceit to fucceed in their defigns, 
and to deftroy the innocent; but that God preferves 
thofe that call upon him and truft in him, from the 
fnares that are laid for them, and turns the devices of 
their enemies to their own confufion. This is a doc¬ 
trine which ought to fill the righteous with joy and 
confidence, and engage us to adore the goodnefs, wif- 
dom and juftice of the Lord, in his proceedings both 
with good and bad men. 

PSALM LXV. 

T HIS pfalm has two parts. s '$: the firft, Da¬ 
vid fpeaks of the fpiritual bleffings which God, 
granted to thofe that worfhipped him in Sion ; and in 
the feconi?, of the temporal bleffings which God be¬ 
llowed upon the children of lfrael ; and particularly, 
of the fruitfulnefs of the land of Canaan. 

Reflections. 

f T* H E two parts of this pfalm contain chiefly thcfe 
A two inftru&ions: I. That as God was formerly 
worlhipped in Sion, and there hearkned to the prayers 
that were- offered up to him, he now dwells in, his 
church, and receives favourably the defires of all thofe 
that call upon him, pardons their fins, and poureth 
his benefits upon them. This fhould convince us 

how 
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how happy we ?re in being members of the church qf 
God, and in the number of thole whom he lias chofeu, 
and for whom he has prepared thole comforts of infi¬ 
nite price, which refrelh the foul, and produce that 
fulnefs of joy which David here exprefles. II. The 
next inftruXion is, that God governs the world by his 
power; and particularly, that he provides men with 
jthe necefiaries of this life, by making the land fruit- 
fjj/ and caufing it to produce bread for our fuftenance. 
Tfliefe reflections lhoyld convince us of our obligation 
to celebrate and praife his name, and to thank him, 
as the author of all the good things we enjoy, and 
gratefully employ them to his glory. 

PSALM LXVT. 

T HIS is an exhortation to celebrate the divine 
power, and the deliverances God had granted 
his people, in bringing them out of Egypt , and upon " 
feveral other occafions. The prophet praifes God af¬ 
terwards for the favours lie had received from him •, 
and calls upop all good men to join their praifes with 
his, and to K " /, by his example, to trull in God, 
and to fear him more and more. 

Reflection's. 

HpHIS pfalra engages us, I. To celebrate the 
power and glory of God, which appear parti¬ 
cularly in the wonders he has done in all ages for his 
church, both under the old and new teftament. II. 
We learn here, that God, to try the faithful, deli¬ 
vers them up fomerimes to the power of the wicked, 
and caufes them to pafs through fire and water; that 
is„expofes them to trials and dangers ; that he pro¬ 
ceeds thus with them to prove them, and to purify 
them j but that at lalt he delivers them, and grants 

G $ them 
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tljem reft. III. The Example of the prqphet teaches us, 
that when God has delivered us from any danger, we 
ihould thank him for it, declare his goodnefs, andftir 
up our neighbours to praife him with us ; but above 
all, that we Ihould faithfully difcharge the vows and 
promiles we made to him in our diftrefs., IV. We 
ought to take great notice of thefe words of the pfal- 
mift; If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord wi/L 
not bear me. They teach us, that God does not re¬ 
ceive the prayers of the wicked i and.that if we tie lire 
he Ihould hear us, pur heart ought to be upright and 
fmcere before, him ; and that we Ihould linearly, and 
inviolably adhere to lus worlhip, and the promoting 
his glory. 

PSALM' lxvil 

T H Pi people of ffrael pray God to bit Is them, 
and to grant that all the people in the world 
may piaile and adore him. 

Reflection?. 

fPH I S pfalm engages us to tigp;.'wo duties: I. 

We are to look upon the blefting of God as the 
fourcc of all temporal and fpiritual good things, that 
may contribute to our happinefs; and to pray conti¬ 
nually to him in the words of tin: prophet, laying, 
God %’merciful unto its, and Ilf's it ■. and enufe his face 
to Jfdne upon us. - 11. We mull offer up this prayer, 
not-only for ourfelvcs, hut for all people; that God 
would make him'fclf known to them, and that his 
name- may be prailixl by all nations. This praydr 
fuits its ’ (fill better than it did the Jews, fince under 
fhe golpel difpenliition the nations of the earth were to 
be enlightned with the knowledge of God, and enrich¬ 
ed with his blellings, through Chrift Jeftis. 
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PSALM -LXVIII. 

D AVID celebrates the power of the Lord, which 
he had been pleafed to give proofs of, by de¬ 
fraying the enemies of his people, by leading them 
in the wildernefs, and by bringing thefn into the land 

f anaan, where that people enjoyed perfedt profpe- 
under the divine protedion/i Thispfalm, which 
fung when the ark of the covenant was rempved 
to ferufaiem , is partly prophetical, and contains fe- 
veral things that relate to JefusChrift and his king, 
dom. 

Reflections. 

- 4 

\\7 E learn in general from, this pfalm, that God 
V v has in all times difplayed his power in favour 
of his people, by prdte&ing them againft their ene¬ 
mies, and by fhowring down his mercies upon- them. 
This he has done for the chriftion church, as weft is 
for the children of Ifrael: And, what is laid in this 
pfalm of the prote&ion God vouchfafed to mount 
Sion, againfi>!'s aflaults of the neighbouring nations, 
Should convirft.^ 'us that the church Ihall always fiib- 
Rft, in fpite of all the attempts of the world and the 
devil. There are ( two remarkable prophecies in this 
pfalm: the firft is this, Thou haft afeehded on high, 
thou haft led captivity captive , thou baft received gifts 
for men. In the other, the holy .G.hoft ifofetels, that 
kings,. and .the moft diftant people, Should come and 
worlhip the tru? God,, The firft of theft prophecies 
jyas accomplished, when our J*ord afeendea into hea¬ 
ven v .‘as..St Paul Shews in the foyrth chapter of the 
epiftle pa the EpbffianJ, whereJhe quotesjhis prophe¬ 
cy, ayd applies, it to the afeenfion of Jefus thrift, 
and to the.gifts.he beftowed. on his church by his 
word, and Spirit. And tire fecond was fulfilled wh^i 
. G 4 Several 
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fgveral nations were converted by the preaching of the 
gofpel; but it will be accompliflied after a more per¬ 
fect manner in the latter days: and this ought to be 
the fubjedt of our prayers, our hopes and our thanks¬ 
givings. 


PSALM LXIX. 

K ING David being overwhelmed with the vio¬ 
lence of his afHi&ians, dbes three things in ti^s 
plaim: I. He prays the Lord to have companion on 
him, and to come to his afliftance; and del'cribes the 
extremity he was reduced to by the hatred and malice 
of his enemies. If. He denounces the judgments of 
God againft them. III. He concludes thispfalm with 
praii'es and thanklgivings. 

Reflections. 

I} d VID feems here in very great alllidlion, and 
in a condition almoft paft remedy. This exam¬ 
ple teaches us, that the children of God may fome- 
times be reduced to a very deplorable ftatc •, and jn 
particular, be expofed to the hatred jv; J contempt of 
the world, becaufe of their zeal for tne glory of God. 
But the prayers and thankfgivings which David joins 
to his complaints, (hew, that the faithful in the 
midft of their greateft diftrefs ftill hope in God •, that 
they call upon him for aid and afTiftance with fervency, 
humility and confidence; and that not otily after, but 
even before he delivers them, they praife him, and 
give him thanks for the help they expefl to receive 
from his goodnefs. If David exprefles himfelf as if 
he feemed to defire the punifhment of his enemies, we 
muft confider, that they are not properly imprecations 
againft them ; they are rather predictions than wifhes *, 
and therefore what he fays will by no means juftify 
ps in wilhing evil to .any perfon whatfoever; or to in- 

terceed 
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terceed with God to take vengeance on thofe who in¬ 
jure us. Laftly, We are to obferve, that David Ipeaks 
ia this pfalm as a type of Jefus Chrift: here we fee 
our Lord’s zeal for the glory of God ; the contempt 
to which he was expofed •, the gall and vinegar that 
was offered to him on the crofs ; the fatal end of Ju¬ 
das ; and the obftinacy and rejection of the Jews. This 
aorears from the application which the apoftles make 
inli'he new teftament of feveral paffages of this 
pfjftm. 

1 PSALM LXX. 

D AVID being purfued by his enemies, prays 
the Lord to come to his afTi fiance. 

Reflections. 

Hp 1*11 S pfalm teaches us, that God comes to the 
"*■ help of fuch as are unjuftly p rfecuted •, that the 
expectation of the tighteous in their afflictions, is ne¬ 
ver vain; and that the deliverances he vouchfafes 
them, gives them and all good men reafon to rejoice, 
and celebrate hjs goodnefs. 

P S A L M LXXI. 

K ING David compofed this pfalm in his old age, 
and probably at the time of the rebellion of his 
ion Abfalcm '. He bofeeches God to deliver him, and 
to let him again experience the fame goodnefs, which 
he had felt the effects of from bis youth. He com¬ 
plains of the infults* and cruelty of his enemies; and, 
in full affurance that God will proteCt him, he is filled 
with a holy joy, and vows toblefs him for ever. 

Reflections. 

E may learn from hence, I. That thofe who 
1 truft in God are never confounded > and that 

they 
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they may betake themfelves to him under all their 
wants, with a perfect affurance of his help *, but tliat 
tiiis confidence cannot be well-grounded, unlefs they 
have the fame pious fentiments as David difcovers m 
this pfalm. II. As this prince, for his comfort, and 
encouragement to praiie God, called to mind the fa¬ 
vours he had received from him in timepaft; l'p 
lliould we preferve the remembrance of the mercie? 
God has vouchfafed us from our youth, and thiVj^gh 
the whole courfe of our lives. In this meditation,'^we 
meet with occafions of joy and gratitude, and motives 
of comfort and confidence for the time to come; which 
is more efpecially the duty of tbofe perfons who, 
like David , are in an advanced age. III. It is the 
duty of thole who have been expofed to great afflictions, 
and whom God has happily delivered, to join with 
his holy prophet in admiring and celebrating die good* 
nefs of the Lord towards them, faying, 0 Cod, vabo 
is like unto thee ? c thou zvhicb baft jLewed me great find 
fore troubles, baft quickned me again , and brought me 
again from the depths cf the earth. Thus ought we, 
who enjoy fo many mercies, and efpecially fpiritual 
graces, to blefs his holy name in alLt-Mngs, and never 
ceale to publifh the wonders of hiHove. 


PSALM LXXII. 

i ' 

T Ii I S pfalm, was compofed when Solomon was 
made king. . In it David pnays God to give his 
fon Solomon .the vyjfdom and righteoufnefs. which was 
necefiary for him, to enable him. to govern his people. 
We have here likwifp a .defcr.iptjiptJ of the glory and 
extent of Solomon’s kingdom, ‘and of the hnppinds his 
iubjccts would enjoy Under him.' a '• 

R r: r l t v ■ 
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Reflections. 

T HERE are two things to be confidered on this 
. pfalm: I. The prayers that David made for the 
profperity of Solomon , teach us, that kings and peo¬ 
ple ought to defire o£*God, as a thing of the greatcft 
confequence, that he would grant to thofe that rule 
ewer kingdoms, juftice, wifdom, clemency, and all 
otw^yirtues that are neceflary for them : And that 
injorder to fecure the happinefs and good government 
ora people, it is not fufficient that they have a pow¬ 
erful prince, and live in plenty; but juftice Ihould be 
adtniniftered among them, the wicked Ihould be pu- 
nifhed, and the righteous and innocent protected. II. 

It is to be obferved, that moft of the things menti¬ 
oned, in this pfalm, agree more perfectly, to the king¬ 
dom of our Lord than to that of Solomon ; fince Jefus 
Chrift was to be that glorious king, who was to bring 
the moft diftan& 4 igoplc into fubjeftion, whole king¬ 
dom was to Iaft to the end of the world, and under 
whofc government men were to enjoy a compleat hap¬ 
pinefs, and be filled with the choiceft bleffings of hea¬ 
ven. We hav.\*Vterefore in this pfalm the defeription 
of our own happtnefsj which fhould put- into our 
mouths the prailes with which David concludes this 
fong: Blejfed be the Lord God , the God of I fra el, who 
only doth wondrous things. And blejfed be bis glorious 
name for ever: And let the whole earth be Jilted with ' 
bis glory ; Amen and Amen. 

'This concludes'the fecond book of P s a l m s. 


PSAL M LXXIII. 

A SAPH reprefents in this plldm, rhat feeing the 
profperity of the wicked, and the lad condition 
of good men, he had been very much ftaggored by 
'■ the 
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the temptation-, but that after he had cohfidered the 
ways of the Lord, he difcovered, that the profperity of 
the wicked leads them to eternal mifery ; from whence 
he concludes, that all his happinefs confuted in cleav¬ 
ing to the Lord only. This pfalm ought to be care, 
fully confidered for the inftruftions and pious fenti- 
mcnts contained in it. 

Reflections. 

'T HIS pfalm teaches us how we ought to judg^of 
1 the profperity of the wicked, and afflictions of 
the righteous. We ought never to believe that wick¬ 
ed men, who live in mirth and plenty in this world, 
and who enjoy all their wifhes, are truly happy; or 
that the righteous, becaufe they are afflicted, ferve 
God in vain. Afaph has taught us, that to refill this 
temptation, which is a very dangerous one, we mull 
meditate upon the word of God, .and the ways of 
providence ; that then we fhall find, that the felicity 
of worldly men is vain and of fhort duration; and 
that they are fet in flippery places, from whence they 
fall fuddenly. If we add to thefe copjfderations what 
the gofpel has revealed concerniftg' the condition of 
good and bad men after this life, we fhall never be 
daggered, either at the profperous flourifhing flate of 
the ungodly, or the fufferings of the righteous; and 
inftead of being tempted to forlake the fear of the 
Lord, we fhall cleave to him more and more, by a 
lively faith, and by fuch fentiments of love and con¬ 
fidence, as Afaph exprefies, when he fays, I an con¬ 
tinually with tbee ; thou haft holden me by my right band ; 
thou Jhalt guide me by thy counfel , and afterward re¬ 
ceive me to glory. Whom have 1 in heaven but thee ? 
And there is none won earth that 1 dejire bc/idef thee . 
// is good for me to draw near to Cod. 


PSALM 
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PSALM LXXlV. 

I N this pfafm, which $as compofed upon occafion 
of the deftruXion of the temple of Jerufalem, the 
church of the Jews does two things: I. It fpeaks of 
the deftruXion and burning of the temple, and the me- 
lai^foly ftate which it was reduced to in its captivity, 
beiM* deprived of the tokens of the covenant of God, 
anfi of his favour. II. That church implores the af- 
fiitance of the almighty, and is comforted with the 
confideration of the deliverances he had formerly grant¬ 
ed to his people, and the proofs he gives of his om- 
potence in the order of the world, and the general 
courfe of nature. 

s 

Reflections. 

*T* HIS pfaltrhfyjgages us to make thefe four prin- 
cipal reflexions. I. That the church has been 
in all ages expofed to perfecution ; and therefore we 
ought not to wonder, if the chriftian church has been, 
and ftill is, fon'.r'knes perfecuted. II. That as God, 
.to punifli the Jews for their abufe of his fervice, had 
differed their temple to be burnt, and them to be led 
into captivity by idolators; for the fame reafons he 
has often delivered his church into the hands of per- 
fccutors, and deprived nations of the benefit of his 
Word, and removed their candleftick*, but when he 
thus afRiXs his church, his defign is to chaftife it, to 
try it and to purify it. III. The third reflection is, 
that when God appears the mod provoked with his 
people, he does not quite forfake them, but al vays 
remembers his covenant, and delivers them at laft by 
his power and goodnefs. Thus it has always h.lp* 
pened, as the Jews particularly experienced, when 
God delivered them from the B.ibylontjb cajeiv.ty, and 
they rebuilt the temple of Jerufalem , the diiiruXion 



HO PSALM LXX’liV, Lxxy. 

of which is lamented in this pfalm. Laftly, As the 
prophet was grieved for the defolation of the temple, 
and the calamities of the Jews, and moft devoutly 
prayed for their reftoration •, fo chriftians ought to be 
fenfibly affefted. with the misfortunes of the church, 
and to pray continually for its deliverance and pro- 
Iperity. 


PSALM LXXV. 

T H E author of this pfalm, which is probably 
David , praifes God, that after divers troubles 
lie had eftablilhed him in his kingdom ; and he vows 
to govern it righteoufly, and to lupprefs the wicked ? 
he ftiews likewife, that it is God who difpofes all 
things, who raifes fome, and abafes others; and who, 
as judge of the world, punilhes the wicked, and pro¬ 
tects good men. 


Reflections. 

H E inftru&ions we meet with in is. pfalm are; 

I. That it is God who eftablilhe^nd ftrengthena 
kings, and gives peace to their dominions. II. That 
it is the duty of kings and princes, and in general of 
all magiftrates, toexercife jultice, to rellrain the wick¬ 
ed and the proud, and to protect the innocent. III. 
That we mult not be lifted up in profperity, nor 
make an ill ufe of power. IV. That the exaltation 
and abafement of men proceed from God, who by 
his providence governs the world with wifdom and 
juftice. And laltly, that God referves a juft and fe- 
vere punilhment for the wicked, but that he always 
gives proofs of his favour to good men. 


• PSALM 
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PSALM LXXVI. 

T HIS is a long bf thankfgiving for fomc great 
vjdory that God had vouchfafed his people ; 
and an exhortation to acknowledge the power and ma- 
j^tyof God. 

Reflections. 

T*N this pfalm we have a magnificent defcription of 
the power which God difplayed in behalf of his 
people lfraeU when they were aflaulted by powerful 
and formidable enemies. From whence we may con¬ 
clude, that as God is always the fame, he will do for 
his church, as he has always done; and therefore, that 
we need not fear either the wrath or pdiver of men. 
All true believers may have the fame confidence in the 
divine love anc?^rote£tion ; which fhould engage us to 
pay our vows and'lervices to the great God, and to re¬ 
vere his infinite power, as the prophet does here ex¬ 
hort us. 


PS A L M LXXVII. 

I. 'fT"\ H E pfalmift here defcribes the greatnefs of 
«his afflidions, and the conflids he had en¬ 
dured in himfelf; being even afraid that God had re¬ 
ceded him for ever. II. He reprefents likewife, how 
he was comforted in that condition hy meditating 
upon the mercy of the Lord, upon his promiles, and 
upon the wonders he had formerly wrought for the 
people of If rad. 

Reflections. 

'J' II F. R E are two things to be confidered in this 
pfalm, which are particularly adapted to perlbns 
in affiidion. I. The fighs and complaints of the pro¬ 
phet 
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phet ftiew, that perfons who are otherwife acceptable 
ro God are lometimes in extreatn anguifli, and have 
great confli&s in themfelves, and are deprived of the 
actual fenfe of God’s grace to fuch a degree, that God 
feetns to have foriaken them, and withdrawn his IoVe 
from them. II. Thofe who pafs through fuch trials 
may learn from hence, that the way not to fink under 
their grief, is to meditate on God’s infinite ma c^ 
the firmnefs of his covenant, and the marks heY.as 
given, at divers times, of his love and prote< 5 Uon‘»o 
his people, and to all his faithful fervants. But chrif- 
tians have ftill greater motives of comfort, when they 
reflett upon God’s love manifefted in Chrift Jefus, 
and all that our great redeemer has fullered in body 
and loul for our redemption, and to bring about our 
reconciliation with God. 


PSALM LXXviII. 

T HIS hiftqrical-pfalm is an abridgment of the 
hiftory of the children of Ifrael ,^and of the fa¬ 
vours which God had granted to that people; of their 
various fins, and of the punilhments inflicted upon 
them by God ; and in particular, of what befel them 
when they were conquered, and the ark of the cove¬ 
nant was taken by the PbilifliKes, in the time of Eli 
the high-prieft. This hiftory begins at the departure 
out of Egypt, and reaches to the reign of king David *, 
at which time, the ark which had been before at Shi¬ 
loh, and then at Kirjatbjearim, was brought to Jeru- 
falm , wheie the fervice of God was afterwards efta- 
bliflicd. 


It t f l t c t i o n s. 

r T , HKRIL are four things efpecially to be re- 
* marked in the hiftory of the Israelites, 

which 
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which we Here have an abridgment of. I. God’s 
kindnefs to that nation, and .the miracles be had' 
wrought for them in Egypt* itt the wildernefs, and 
in the land of Canaan. 11. The ingratitude of the 
Ifraelites, their frequent murmurings againft God, 
and their infenfibility under his chaftifements and 
long fuffering. III. The punilhment which God in¬ 
fixed, on them for their rebellion and infidelity, 
giving them up into the hand of their enemies; and 
in particular of the Philiftines , who.conquered them 
and took the ark of thqlpovenant. IV. The deli¬ 
verance which God vouchfafcd the Ifraelites ; pu- 
nifhing the Philiftines , bringing the ark back into 
the land of Ifrael, and fome time after fettling David 
on the throne. This pfalm, which was written for 
the inftru&ion of the Ifraelites , fhould like wife ferve 
for ours, and may teach us, 1 . That we ought care¬ 
fully to preferve^the remembrance of God’s mercies *, 
and that it is dfi-duty of parents to teach them to 
their children and their poflerity. 2 . That the mer¬ 
cies of God engage us to love and fear him; and 
that if the Jevis became guilty before God, by their 
fins and frequent rebellions, our ingratitude would 
be ftill more heinous, if, after all that God has done 
for *us, we Ihould prove faithlefs. 3 . The judg¬ 
ments which fell upon the Jews, inform us, that 
God cannot leave thole fins unpunilhed, which are 
-committed by pcrfons who have received great fa¬ 
vours from him and. that if we imitate the Jews 
in their rebellion, we have realbn to expert die mod 
dreadful eflfe&s of* God’s wrath and vengeance. 
Laftly, The judgments of God upon the enemies 
of his people, and the favours he bellowed on them, 
after he had affli&ed them, Ihould convince us,' that 
God cannot negleft to promote his own glory, and 
will for ever be the fupport^and defender of his 
church. ydP*:' " 

vol. 11 . m - 
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ii4 - P $ A t M, LXXIXj, LXXX. 
PSALM LXXIX. 1 


T H E complain’in this pialm, that the ido¬ 

laters had deftroyed the city and temple of 
Jerttfalem ; and befeech God to be reconciled with 
his people, and to puniih thfi^blafphemies and cruel¬ 
ties of their enemies... 


Reflections. 


W E are here to confider, I. The deplorabletftife 
the Jews were reduced to, when God deli¬ 
vered their city and temple to the fury of the Baby¬ 
lonians. This afflicted pip!e_ acknowledge, that 
their fins had provoked *the wrath of God. To the 
fame caufe we may afcribe the evils and calamities, with 
which God vifits men, and particularly his church ; 
and we have here a memorable inftance to prove that 
God does not (pare thofe who are received into cove¬ 
nant with him,- when they break it; and that he pu- 
nifhes them fometimes with great feypiity. II. This 
pfalm teaches us Iikewifg, that When the church is 
perfecuted, we Ihould implore the mercy of God in 
its behalf, and endeavour to turn away his wrath 
by our repentance. III. As the yrie-^hoped God would 
take vengeance for hisfervants bloody and would deli¬ 
ver them for the glory of his name, left the idolaters 
fhwld infult and blafpheme, we ought firmly to be¬ 
lieve, that God is engaged by his own glory to fet 
bounds to the malice ot.perfecutors, and in general 
to reftrain the malice of the ungodly, and thofe who' 
provoke him. 

PSALM LXXX. 

T ilE Ifraeliies reprefent the extreme defolation 
they were reduced to •, they intreat the Lord 
to come to their deliverance, and to remembef the 
covenant he had made with his people; and they 
promife to turn unto him, and to blefs his holy 
name. 


• R E F l e c- 
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Reflections. • 

T HERE are thefe three things to be obferved 
in this pfalm, I/The firH: is, that if the Ifrae- 
lites , who were the people of G'od, the ibeep of his 
pafture, and] the .vineyard "which he hinjfelf had 
planted, and cultivated with particular care, was ex- 
poled to fo terrible a defolation as is here defcribedj 
the fyfferings of the chriftian church' Ihould not fur- 
prize us, efpecially fince Jefus'Chrift has foretold 
it Ihould be perfecuted. II.. The next refleftion. is, 
that in a time of calamity and fuf&ring we muft ap¬ 
ply to God to be reftored to his favour; and that 
the true way to put a ftop to his wrath is, to be con¬ 
verted, and never more to depart from him. Laftly, 
What is faid in this pfalm, may be applied to the 
havock which wickednefs and impiety, ufually make 
in the church, , when enjoys peace and temporal 
prolperity; and believers have not lefs reafon to be- 
feech God to fij'nftify and defend it againft its ipiri- 
tual enemiavthan to pray that he would Igeure it 
againft perfecutors, who feek to deftroy it. 


psalm lxxxi. 

'T' HIS pfalm was defigned as a pfalm of praife 
JL to God in the feafts which the Jews kept, the 
firft day of every month. • God fpeaks to his people, 
and reproaches them, that notwithftanding he had 
blelfed them, and given them his law, they, were 
fallen into rebellion. The Lord teftifies his earned 
defire that this people Ihould obey him } to the end 
that he might fhowendown his bleilings upon them. 

t - I Reflections. 

*• “ I ' HIS pfalm Ihould excite us to praife God, 
JL and to pay him our homage in a moft zealous 
and folemn manner. 7 'his duty does not Ids con¬ 
cern chriftians than the Jews 5 and if God bellowed 
confiderable favours on the Jews \ by bringing them 

H 2 out 
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out-of Egypt , and giving diem his law; he has 
done incomparably greater things for us, in redeem¬ 
ing us by Jefus Chrift his fob, and giving us the' 
knowledge of his- gofpeh II. God here declares, in 
the moft clear andexprefs manner,- that he is always 
diQxffed to load men with his favours, *, that he offers, 
them his grace $ that "he defires nothing but their 
welfare and falvation ; and that if men are miferjible* 
it is only becaufe they will not hear his voice, but 
wilfully harden their hearts. What God fays in this 
pfalm, teaches us likewife, that when men refufe to 
hearken to him, and choofc to follow their own in¬ 
clinations rather than obey him, he gives them up 
to their own hardnds, and deprives them of the 
eflfafts of his love. 

• PSALM .LXXXII. 

T HIS is a grave remonftranctf, addrefled to 
magiftrates and judges. The^prophet repre- 
fents to' them, that God was in the midft' of them, 
and exhorts them to exercife juftice with uprightnefs, 
and tells them, that though they jgere in authority, 
they were but mqrtal .men and chat God, who*was 
the judge of the world, would judge them, and 
render to them according co their works. 

^ - Reflections. 

J tf D G E S, magiftrates, and all that are in autho¬ 
rity, ought, to improve by the fubjeft of this 
pfalm: and remember, that Gqd,,having eftablifhed 
therrt for thc'adminiftration of juftice, is prefent 
at their judgments ; that it is therefore their duty to 
dp right to every one, without refpedt of peribns •, 
abd above all, to pr' 0 tr <5 the weak and innocent when 
dpprcfted. For which reafon, they ought to re¬ 
member, that although they are fet. above others, yet 
they muft die one day lik| all the’reft of mankind. 
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and that then they ihaH ‘Wear before; the fupreine 
judge, to giv:e an, account ct their adions. 

" ' \ 'i \ ' * - r * ... 

PSALM LXXXHI. 

• - i - » [ * 

S Everal of the neighbouring nations being gather¬ 
ed together to make war againft the Jfraclites, 
the .prophet entreats .the Lord to deftroy thofe na¬ 
tions, as he had formerly deftroytd the kings that 
afiaulted the children of ffraet. 

Reflections. 

T H E contents of this pfalm engage us to con- 
fider, I. That as God formerly permitted the 
people bordering upon the Ifraelites to unite them- 
felves againft them, he fuffers alfo, for wife and juft 
reafons, that his church at fome times lhould be ex- 
pofed to the aflaults of a great number of powerful 
and formidable enemies; and that the juft lhould be 
expofedto tne contradiction and malice of the world. 
II. That God, by his infinite power, has always de¬ 
feated the contrivances of thofe who feek the ruin of 
his church •, and that all the united ftrength of men 
can prevail nothing againft it, nor againft thofe whom 
he loves, and favours with his. protection. 

PSALM LXXXIV. 

T H E prophet being removed from the taber¬ 
nacle, fervently de fires to come near it •, he ce¬ 
lebrate? with devout tranfports the happincls of thole 
that could go into it at all times, and declares he 
would prefer that happinefe before all the r advantages 
of the world. It is probable king I)avfd offered up 
this prayer to God when his foil Abjalotn'% rebellion 
obliged him to depart from Jerufdm, 

H 3 
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'Re men on s. - 

W H A T is chiefly to betonfidered here is, the 
tender and fincere regard which the faithful 
bear to the fervice of God. The fervent regard that 
David here exprefles for the tabernacle, and for the 
altar of God, teaches us, that there is nothing we 
ought to’wifh with fb much earneftnefs, as to ferve 
God, and to prai£b him; that this is thegreateft hap- 
piftefs and comfort we can enjoy in this life; that it 
•is an advantage preferable to ail the riches and glories 
of the world, fince the Lord will give grace apd glory •, 
and will withhold no good thing from them that walk 
uprightly. Laftly, We are to make this reflection on 
this pfalm; that if the children of God thus defire to 
praife him, and to ferve him in this world, they 
afpire, with dill greater ardour, to fee his face in 
heaven, and to praife him for ever in the aftembly 
of the faints. ^ _ 

PSALM LX£XV. 

T H E Ifratlites having been delivered from fbme 
great calamity, return thanks to God for being 
reconciled to them, pray Him to compleat their re- 
ftoration, promiife inviolable fidelity, and hope that 
he will fhpwer down his blefiings upon them. 

Reflections. 

I N this pfalm we have two principal inftruCtions: 

I. That God makes men, and fo me times his own 
people and his church, feel the effects of his wrath 
for the punifhment of their fins; and that the end 
which he propofes by it is, to recover men from their 
errors. II. That when he fees men humbled, he is 
reconciled with them, and $ always ready to deliver 

them 
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them that fear him, and to. beftow on them his 
choiceft bieflihgsj both temporal and fpiritual. 


P SA'LM LXXXVI. 


D AVID , in great afflidtioni, with fervent zeal and 
firm confidence, calls upon the Lord *, begs of. 
him pbove all things grace to know and fear him, and 
to walk in his ways ; and befeeches him to deliver 
him from his enemies, according to his mercy and 
promifes. ' 


Reflections. 


T HIS prayer, and the example of king David, 
fhould excite and encourage thofe who are in 
affli&ion and diftrefs to call upon God for help, with 
profound humility, and firm confidence in his mercy 
and power; befeeching him,.not only to deliver them 
from the evils whicji prefs fore upon them, but, above 
jfdl, to giyr "Sfiem grace to pleafe and obey him, as 
r David did in this prayer : Teach me thy way, 0 Lord ; 
I will walk in thy truth : Unite my heart to fear thy 
namr\ We ough.* like wife, in our troubles, to medi¬ 
tate upon God’s infinite goodnefs, and confider, that 
he, is full of companion, and gracious, long fujfering, 
and plenteous in mercy and truth, and always ready to • 
give tokens of his favour t6 ( thofe that ferve him. 
This will fupport us undefall our trials, fill us with 
joy and coniolation, and afford us, -even in the midft 
of trouble, reafon to praife and blefs him. 


PSALM- LXXXVII. 

T H E prophet deferibes the glory of Jeruftdtm, 
and of Sion, and foretels, that all the nations 
fhould admire the happinefs of that city, and of the 
people of God, and defire to be partakers of it. 

4 Refiec- 
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T HIS pfalm, which defcribes the glory of the 
Ifraelites , is ftill better, fuited to the chriftian 
church. The holy Ghoft foretels therein, that 'the 
pagans, and the mod* diftant nations, fhould be one 
day admitted into the divine covenant, and number¬ 
ed among the worfhippers of the true God. This is 
our happinefs, through the coming of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift'; and for this we ought to return continual 
thanks to God. 

PSALM LXXXVIII. 

T H E prophet, who compofed this pfalm, feems 
to be in the deepeft affliction, and almoft de¬ 
prived of all confolation. He reprefents therein the 
violence and the continuance of his fufferings, and 
the terrors which difconipofed his mind } and com¬ 
plains, that God did not hear him j thoNifr called upon, 
him with great fervency. 

Rehectio 3^S. 

T HE reading and meditating on this pfalm is 
very proper for the comfort and inftruCtion of 
thofe that are overwhelmed with deep forrow. The 
condition of the prophet, who fpeaks here, may con¬ 
vince them, that the faints have undergone the like 
trials j that they have been, as it were, forfaken and 
deprived of all comfort, fo that for a Confiderable 
time, God feemeti to purfue them in his v/rath, and 
Scourge them feverely. Wherefore, thofe that fear 
Godf Ihould *not]ofecdur?gc when they are expofed 
to outward afflictions, and even inwardly troubled 
for want of comfort, and by the’torrof.s they feel in 
their foul. But they ought to reprefent to God their 
fed condition, wait with paiienee for his confolation. 
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3 pd remember likewife, that anguifh of fpirit, dpes 
not hinder < 3 pd ,ffom beholding them in his mercy. 
Wis’we are more certainly allured of, by the terror? 
y/hich our Lord f£it ; in his foul at the time of his 
paflion, than'bythe example of ; the . prophet, who 

fpeaks in this pialm. ’ - - 

• ' * - 

P S A L M LXXXIX. 

T HIS pfalm was compofed at a time when the 
people of God were in affii&ion and calamity. 
The prophet here defcribes the majefty, power, and 
goodnefs of the Lord •, which appeared in delivering 
the children of Ifrael, when he brought them out of 
Egypt •,. and in the covenant he made with fDavid, 
promifing to eftablifh his throne to himfelf and his 
pofterity. He next reprefents, that, notwithftand- 
ing thefe prOmifes, the kingdom of Judah was at 
that time in great •defolation, being defpoiled of its 
^glory, and- delivered into the hands of its enemies i 
and implores the companion of the Lord. 

Reflections. 

I. fTTlHE reading this pfalm Ihould animate us 
,4 with an holy zeal to declare'the. lovfng-kind- 
nefs of the Lord, his power and faithfulnefs, which 
appear in the creation and government of the world, 
and in the wonders he has done, not only: for the 
children of Ifrael, but alfo in behalf of the chriffian 
church. II. fWe arc to obferve in this pfalm, that 
nations are perfectly happy when God favours them 
with jtis wholfome* prelence, and is himfelf \their 
buckler, their ftrength, and their glory. ’ iTl. What 
is here faid of the promifes made to David $nd his 
pofterity, and «he depldfable condition which die 
adeendants of that prince were reduced to, (hews, 
that God protects kings and nations whilft they con¬ 
tinue 
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tinue faithful to him; but , when they break his cove¬ 
nant, he withdraws, his prote&ion from them; that, 
neverthelefs he does not forfake them entirely, and 
chaftifes them only for their converfion* and to bring 
them to himfelf. IV. We muft rentember, that the 
covenant, which God had made wi'th David, and the 
promifes, with which he had engaged to eftabliih his 
throne and his pofterity for ever, related to the Mef- 
' fiah j and that it was verified'in the kingdom of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, which will fubfift to all eternity. 
Laftly, Under all our affli&ions, whether general or 
particular, we ought, with the prophet, humbly to 
entreat the Lord to aflift us, to remember his cove¬ 
nant, and to confider our unworthinefs, fince'we are 
only weak and mortal creatures before him, and have 
nothing to expert but from his power and goodnefs. 

Here ends the Third Book of Pfalms. 

PSALM XC. 

F O R the righfunderftanding^of this pfalm, it is 
neceflary to obferve, that when the children of 
Ifrael were in the wildernefs, God, provoked with 
their murmuring and infidelity, declared, that'all 
thole who came out of Egypt above the age of 
twenty years, fhould die in the wildernefs within the 
i|>ace of forty years, and fhould not enter into the 
land of Canaan , as appears from the fourteenth chap¬ 
ter of Numbers. It was upon th?t'occafion, and at 
the' time when abundance of the people died, that 
Mofes made this prayer to God.* In it he dfffcribcs 
the vanity and miferies of human life; acknowledges 
that the fins of the IfraelUes had kindled the wrath 
of;God againft them", and made-then' 1 days be fo much 
fhortened, and was the reafon why thofe who catne 
put of Egypt in their full ‘ihrength, waxed not old. 
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He befeeches God to give his people grace to make, 
a good ufe of his corrections, and ferioufly confider 
the vanities of this life. Laftly, He begs God to re¬ 
turn with his favour, and prays him to be reconciled 
with his people. > • 

s • 

.Reflections. 

rpfHIS pfalm prefents us with feveral very whoHome 
JL inftruCtions. I. We here learn, that God, who 
is the Creator of the world, and has given men life, 
makes them, when he pleafes, return to duft ; that 
life is Ihort, and’ is foqp palled away, and is more¬ 
over attended "Vvith many troubles and afflictions. 
II. We* are to confider, that as the rebellion of the 
1/raelites expofed them to the wrath of God, and 
to death in the wildernefs, fo the ’miferies of this life, 
and death itfelf, are *the confequences of fin ; but, 
to the children of God, death is an effeCt of his 
love, and a means ’which he makes ufe of to procure 
kiiSir happmefs. III. Mofes teaches us, that the ufe 
we ought to make of our’knowledge of the Ihortnefs 
of this life, is to ’earn from thence to become wife, 
and fear God, and by prayer to apply to him,, that 
whilft we remain in this world,; he would be pleaied 
always to gmit us his grace, and make us at all times 
feel the effect of his bounty, that we may pafs this 
life in peace arid happinefs. Laftly, The confidera- 
tion of the vanities of the prefent life, IhoUld raife 
our thoughts to the expectation of a better, and make 
us afpire after thaf immortality which is prepared for 
us in the heavens, and has been purchafed tor us by 
• Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

PSALM XCI. 

T HIS pfalm is an excellent defeription of the 
protection with which God favours thole who 

fear 
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fear him* and truft in. him, and of the bleflings which 
hebeftows upon them. 

-Reflections; 

W E may fee in this pfalra how happy thofq are 
that truft in God, and draw near to him. 
The prophet .allures us, that. Gqdjpovers them with 
his protection * that being near God, they <are jn 
fafety, and in tifne of trouble fear no evil. God com¬ 
mands his angels to keep them from all dangers 
he loves them tenderly j he preferves them from 
every thing that might hurt tham, delivers -them 
yrhen they call upon him fi their djftrefs, and heaps 
upon them atf kind,s of bleflings. Thefe, glorious 
privileges and excellent promifes are very proper to 
Coriifort and encourage all fuch as fear God, and to 
fill them with unlpeakable joy, and unlhaken confi¬ 
dence, They likewife teach us, that if we defire to 
enjoy real and folid happinefs, .we muft wean our- 
felves from the world, feek all our happinefs in-God 
alone, and ftudy only, and above all things, to pleaib- 
him. 

P S A L M XCII. 

T HIS pfelm was to be recited up^i the fabiiath- 
day. The prophet herein celebmes, with great 
zea 1 and .holy joy, the marvellous works- of God; 
above all, he admires the wife conduct of providence 
towards the wicked, and towards good men. He 
Ihews, that if the wicked profpfr for awhile, they 
; are rooted out at the laft; whereas God crowns the 
'righteous with all manner of bleflings. 

; -Reflections.' 

S INCE we. learn, from the firft words of thispfalm, 
that it is a good thing to'give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to declare his goodwfe and foitbjulnefs day and 

nighty 
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flight •, we ought all of us to be animated with an 
holy zeal, to- the diligent, chcarful, and earneft dif- 
charge of a duty fo juft and fo agreeable. This we 
( hall have a powerful motive to, if we apply ourfelves 
to the confideration of the works of God, which are 
great and marvellous; and above all, if we attend to 
‘the ways, of providence, and the conduct of the al¬ 
mighty towards good and bad men. It fometimes 
happens that wicked and worldly men flourifh, and 
are happy, but their pofterity paffeth away like the 
grafs; God deftroys them, and roots them out ut¬ 
terly* On the contrary, he blefles the righteous, fe- 
cures their happinefs, ancl makes them profper and 
flourifh and bear fruit, even unto theVoid age, and' 
to be in this world examples of his mercy and faithful 
nefs. This do&rine, which is . of the greateft im¬ 
portance, affords us extraordinary motives to praife 
the wife providence of God, and to celebrate his jus¬ 
tice, and addid ourfelves continually to purity and 
ipnocetwe •, that we may partake of thofe excellent 
bleffings, with which God promifes to reward the 
piety of thofe who fcar him, and truft m him. 

PSALM XCIII. 

I N this pfalm the prophet celebrates the greatnefs of 
God,iand the fovereign power by which heroics 
over all things, and particularly over his people. 

Reflections. 

T HIS pfalm teaches us, that God rules with glory 
and magnificence over all the world •, that his 
throne is eftablifhed in righteoufnefsthat his power 
infinitely exceeds that of all created beings 5 from 
whence we are to conclude, that he will reign forever, 
for the good and ad vantage of his people, and of all 
thofe who ferve him, and fobmit themlilves to him. 

P S AgL M 
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,P SALM XCIV. 

I.TN this prayer, the children of lfrael reprelent 
to God the fad condition they were reduced 
to by the cruelty of their enemies, whofe infolence, 
impiety, and blafphemies they defcribe. II. The 
prophet nevertheless adores the wildom and good- 
nefs of God, in the corrections wherewith he vi- 
fits men ; and foretels.the deliverance of the righ¬ 
teous, and the deftruCtion of the wickeds 

. Reflections. 

W H Adhere commands our attention is, I. The 
defcription he gives us of the wicked and un¬ 
godly. He reprefents them as cruel and unjutt and 
at the fame time, as impious wretches, who infult 
the deity with their blafphemies, feying, a^ the very 
time they are committing their crimes, that God does 
not fee them, nor will punilh them, Th's.is..ihe 
Kigheft pitch of wickednefs, to ad'd impiety to fin,' 
and not to ftfar God when we offend him. II. We 
learn from this plalm, that good men ; abhor thefe 
impious fentiments, and are firmly perfuaded that 
God, who has formed and created men, knows, all 
their actions, all their words, and all their thoughts, 
and that he will be their judge. III. Another in- 
ftruCtion we here receive, regards the ufefulnefs of 
God’s corrections, which is exprefiecf in thde words: 
Bkjfed is the man whom thou cbajinejfa 0 Lord , and 
teacbefi bim out of tby law. The laft reflection is, that 
God will never forfake his people, and his inherit¬ 
ance; that he is the defender of the faithful; that 
ire is the joy of their fouls in the midft of their 
troubles, and that he fupports them ag^inft thole who 
pdrlecute them, and feek to deltroy .them. 


PSALM 
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• P S A L M XCV. 

T HIS pfalm has two parfta, lit the. firft, the 
pfalmift invites the Ifraelites to praife God, 
and to adore his majefty. In the iecond, he exhorts 
them to obey the voice of God, and not to imitate 
the hprdnefs of their fathers, whofe rebellions in the 
wildernefs were the caufe of their being excluded 
from the land of Canaan. 

Reflections. 

r P HIS pfalm engages us to two duties. The firft 
. is, to render to God, with an holf joy and fer¬ 
vency, the adorations and praifes which belong to 
him, on account of his power and majefty; but 
above all, becauie he is our God, and we have the 
happinefs to be his people. The iecond duty is. To 
improve the exhortations which David address to 
the Ifraelites, not to harden their hearts as their fathers 
had done. Thefe words, To-day , if you will bear 
his voice , harden not your bear It: and thoie, I have 
/worn in my wrath that they jhall not enter into my 
reft ;* do concern chriftians as well as the Jews ; as the 
author of the epiftle to the Hebrews , in the third and 
fourth chapters, obferves, where he bids us take 
heed, left, by hardnefs of heart and rebellion aeainft 
the gofpel, we ihould be deprived of eternal rdL as. 
the rebellious Ifraelites were excluded from th^and 
of Canaan for their incredulity. 

PSALM XCVI. 

T HIS pfalm invites the Ifraelites , and all people, 
to blels the Lord, to call upon him, and worihip 
him, as the only true God i to celebrate his power, 

and fubmit with joy to his government. 

%» 
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1*28 P S A L KK XCVJ, XCVII. 

R fe FLECTIONS. 

I. TILT HEN the prophet, in this pfalm, exhorted 
VY all the nations of the earth to firig praifes un¬ 
to Gcfd, and to come and worfhip in his temple they 
Were not in a condition to dlfcnarge this duty, be- 
caufe they were engaged in ignorance and idolatry. 
Therefore thefe exhortations are peculiarly applicable 
tb the times of the golpel, and delcribe the zeal 
which fliould infpire us, and the joy which good men 
fhould exprefs, when they refleft, that the leveral na¬ 
tions of the world are enlightned with the knowledge 
of the' true God, and of his fon Jefus Chrift. Thefe 
great privileges, which we are partakers of, engage 
us to praife the Lord without ceafing, and publifh 
abroad the deliverance he has vouchfafed us, and the 
marvellous things he has done for our fakes ; to wor- 
Ihip him with fear, humility and joy; and above 
all, fh prelent* him the oblation- he requires of us, 
which is, to offer him our heart, and lhew,'~by*our 
obedience, that the Lord does truly reign over us s 
and that we make all our happinefs, and all our 
glory, confift in belonging to him. 

PSALM XCVII. 


nr'Tl E fubjeft'of this pfalm is the fame as of the 
jL foregoing. It is an exhortation to celebrate 
the majefty and omnipotence of God r and the glory 
of his kingdom, and to rejoice jn the advantages 
which the eftablilhment of this kingdom procures to 
thofe who fubmit to it. 


Reflections. 


T HIS pfalm is.not lo much a defcriptioi\.of 
God’s dominion over the Jews, as a prophecy 
of the eftablilhment of the* kingdom of Jefus Ch.rift 

over 
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over til nations, and the deftruftion of idolatry and 
impiety. The holy. Spirit here defcribes the effeds 
which the coming of. that kingdom would produce, 
and tike joywhich the faithful would feel when it 
ihould be manifefted; .wherefore it principally, con¬ 
cerns us to improve thofe affe&ions of zeal and devo¬ 
tion which ' are manifeft in this divine fong, We 
here^ learn, that the beft way of praifing God, and 
the true charadcr of his worfhippers is, to love him, 
to hate evil, and to rejoice in him continually Laft- 
ly. We here fee, that God .crowns with glory and 
happinefs thofe that fear him; which is contained in 
thefe excellent promifes; The LardpreferveJh the fouls, 
of bis faints, and delivers them out of the hand of the 
wicked: Light is fown for the righteous , andgladnefs 
for the upright in heart: Rejoice in the Lord , ye righte¬ 
ous , and give thanks at the remembrance of bis boli- 
nefs. 

PSALM XCVIII. 

T HIS is an e/thortation to praife God for the re¬ 
demption he was to fend his, people, and to re¬ 
joice in the coming of his kingdom. 

Reflect i o m s. . 

^T'HIS pfalm regards chriftians, rather than,the 
Jews-, as it is only fince the coming df Jefus 
Chrift, that we can properly fay, that God,has ful¬ 
filled his promifes,, and bath remembered his mercy and 
bis truth ; and that all the ends of the earth have feeit 
the falvation of our God. It is now therefore that men 
Should fong unto the Lori a new fong: Now ought his 
glory to be celebrated by all nations, and in all places 
of the world, with holy tranfports * of joy. Now, 
fince we live in thefe happy times, when God reigns 
over us, and know thauhe is to judge the world in 
Vol. II. 'I righte- 
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righteoufnefs, we ought to fubmit to him with Rumi-* 
lity and obedience, and anfwer the valuable favour 
he has bellowed on us, in delivering us from the power 
of darknefs , and tranjlating us. into the kingdom of bis 
dear fon. 

PSALM XCIX. 

T HIS pfalm was, defigned to celebrate the ma- 
jefty of God, and the glory of his kingdom. 
It like wile mentions *the mercies God had fhewnthe 
Jfraelites , in the time of Mofes y Aaron and Samuel 
and upon divers other occafions. 

Reflections. 

I. T-T ERE wc learn, that it is the duty of thofe 
who have the happinefs to know God, and to 
be the fubje&s of his kingdom, to fear him,, to re¬ 
verence his majefty, to worlhip'him with the^pro- 
foundeft humility, and without ceafing to celebrate 
his name, which is great,, terrible and holy. II. 
fee in this pfalm, that God did formerly deliver the 
• Ifraelites, when M&fes, Aaron and Samuel , called up¬ 
on him *, and that he alfo took vengeance on them lor 
their fins, when they offended him. This Ihews, 
that as God is always good, he is alfo juft, and has 
fometimes' made men feel the marks of his mercy, 
and fometimes of his wrath, to engage them to love 
and fear him. 

PSALM C. . 


ILL people are here ^xhorted to worlhip God, 
V to praife.him as their creator, and to celebrate 
goodnefs and truth. 


Reflec* 
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Reflections. 

*"pHERE are three reflexions to be made on this 
pfalm : I. That we ought to pray, that all na¬ 
tions of the world may worfhip the Lord, and glorify 
his name; and that to thi$ end God would make 
himfelf known unto them, and give them the know¬ 
ledge of his fon Jefus Chrift. II. That if we defire 
to fcrve God in an acceptable manner, we muft not 
do it by conftraint, or with our ( lips only, but heartily 
and iVith a. holy joy. III. That in order to excite us 
to this duty, we muft confider, that God is our 
creator, that we are bis people , and the Jbeep of bis 
pojtnre ; and that he heaps his favours upon us, not 
only of nature, but efpecially of grace, and gives his 
church tokens of his goodnefs and mercy. 


PSALM Cl. 

D AVID makes a vow to govern his people righte- 
oufly v and ^chiefly to puniih and drive the 
wicked from him* and to inew favour to good 
men. 

Reflections. 

T N this pfalm we fee what art the duties and fenti- 
ments of good princes and good magiftrates, and 
how they ought to conduX themfelves in the govern¬ 
ment of their ftates. I. They ought to walk in up- 
rightnefs, to abhor evil, and to apply themfelves to 
govern their people with juftice. . II. It is their duty 
to puniih the wicked and the ungodly; to drive from 
them proud men, flanderers, deceivers and flatterers; 
and on the contrary, to make much of upright and 
fincere men, proteXing them and employing tlrem in 
their fervice. Perfons in authority ought to medi¬ 
tate upon this pfalm foL their inftruXion; and we 

1 2 ought 
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ought all of us to pray to God that be would infptre 
thpfe that govern the people with thefe fentiment&j 
fince upon that depends the happmefs and tranquillity 
of the public, and the promoting of the glory of 
God. 

PSALM cil 

T HIS is a prayer of the captive Jews, in which 
they reprefent to God the defolation of Jeru- 
/aim , and their deplorable ftate, and befeech him to 
reftore them. They likewife here exprefs their truA 
in God, and their hope that he, who is always the 
fame, and unchangeable in his promifes as weil as in 
his efience, would re-inftate them in fuch a manner, 
that all nations fhould admire the happinefs and glory 
of Sion •, and that the pofterity of the Jews might 
bids the Lord for ever. 

Reflections. 

HP HERE are two things chiefly to be confidered 
in this pfalm: Firft, The fad condition of the 
captive Jews, and their extreme affliction and fe- 
condly, their hope in God. Therefore the reading of 
this pfalm furnimes us with thefe two inftru&ions: I. 
That the children of God have a tender affeCtion for 
the church, and that there is nothing which more deep¬ 
ly concerns them thgn to fee it expofed to fufferings. 
But if the faithful are affli&ed when the church is per- 
jfccuted, they are not left afflicted to fee the deplorable 
Bate it is often reduced to when it enjoys peace and 
profperity. II. As the ancient Jews firmly trufted 
that God would arife and take pity upon Sion, and 
reftoreit to its glorious ftate; and that he would, by 
delivering the Jews from their captivity, manifeft his 
glory to all the kings and nations of the earth y we 
ought not to doubt but Gbd will do the fame thing. 
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arid even after a more illuftrious manner, in favour of 
the chriftian church \ and that the time is coming, 
wherein hi? glory and his kingdom will appear in fplen- 
dor. This happy reftoration is what true chriftians 
defire above all things,, and what they afk of God in 
moft fervent prayers. This too will undoubtedly be 
brought to pafs by the Infinite powerof Jefus Chrift, 
fince'ne is Lord of the world, and is over all God 
blefled for ever. « This St Paul teaches in the firft 
chapter of the epiftlfe to the Hebrews , where he applies 
to the Son of God what is fatd of the creation or the 
world,* at the end of this pfalnr. 

PSALM CIII. 

T HIS is a pfalm of praife, in which, I. David 
bleffes the Lord for all the favours he had 
granted him, and for what he had done for the people 
of Ifracl. II. He celebrates here particularly the 
great goodnefs of God towards men; the mercy he 
mews in pardoning/their fins, and his tender and con- 
ftant love to thofe that fear him, Laftly, He here 
invites all creatures to join with him in praifing the 
name of the Lord. 

Reflections. 

r T* HIS is one of the moft excellent fongs ofthanks- 
■** giving in the whole book of pfalms. David 
here feems affedtfd with the Kigheft ftrains of devo¬ 
tion, and the moft lively fenfe of gratitude. He here 
teaches us by his example to blels God, not only 
with our mouth but with our whole heart, ancTwith 
all the powers of our foul j to cherilh the remem¬ 
brance of alt his mercies, and to take delight in re- 
hearfing them, and praifing him continually. The 
prophet here celebrates particularly the infinite mer- 

I 3 <7 
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cy of God, who, knowing that we are but dlift, bears 
with us, and does hot render to us what our fins de- 
ferve and entertains the fame companion and kind- 
nefs as a father does for his children. But he teaches 
us,' at the fame time, that the divine goodnefs is dif- 
played only in behalf of diofe that fear him-and re¬ 
verence him ; and that his mercy extends only to $,'iem 
that keep bis covenant , and remtmber bis commandments 
to do them. Laftl.y, It appears frorft this pfalm, that 
in' order to praife God worthily, we muft not only 
praile him ourfelves, but mull earneftly defire, with' 
David , that he maybe praifed by men and angels, 
and by all creatures. With fuch fentiments as thefe 
of zeal, love and gratitude, we Ihould fay continually, 
Blefs the Lord ? all his works , in all places of his domi¬ 
nion : Blefs the Lord , O my foul. 

PSALM CIV. 

I. T\ AVID adores and celebrates the majefty of 
| J God, which appears in thte works of creation 
and providence. II. He deferibes the power, wil- 
dom. and goodnefs, by which God preferves and go¬ 
verns the many creatures which the world contains. 
Laftly, He wilhes that God may be praifed and bleflccl 
for ever. 

Reflections. 

Hp H E defign of this pfalm is, to teach us to praile 
■ God for his marvellous works-, and to this end 
to confider, with great attention, the wonders which 
the world prelenjs to our view; the many different 
creatures it domains, and which we fee in the heavens, 
in the air, upoift the earth, and in the waters ; the re¬ 
gular and wonderful order that reigns among them i 
the manner in which God prderves and governs them » 
and the care which his adorable providence takes of 

plants 
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plants and animals, and particularly, in providing for 
the neceflities of min; fince aH creatures ferve to the 
various ufes and conveniences of our life. Thefe re¬ 
flexions lead us to' acknowledge, that God is the au¬ 
thor of all thefe things j that by him' alone they fub- 
fift that as he has created them by his power, lie 
can.alfo deftroy them t>y his will alone. ‘ Above all 
we Ihould remember, that if all.thefe creatures were- 
made for man^ man'was made for God, and that 
God has placed'us in this world, and has made us ca¬ 
pable of feeing fo many wonders, and of enjoyingTo 
many different bleflings, that we may know our cre¬ 
ator, and love him and thank him for all his kind- 
nefles. Thefe fentiments of*admin*tion, love and gra¬ 
titude, which this meditation produces in us, are in 
this pfalm exprefied by thefe words: 0 Lord , bow 
manifold are thy works! in wifdom baft thou made them 
all: The earth is full of thy riches. The glory of the 
Lord Jhall endure for ever: The Lord Jhall r,juice in 
his works. Blejs the Lord , O my foul. Praife the 
Lord. 


PSALM CV. 

I. VTH H E prophet exhorts the lfraelites to praife 
A God, and to celebrate his power, goodnefe and 
faithfulnels. II. He. relates what God had done for 
their fathers, in confequence of the covenant he had 
made with Abraham. Ill, He recites what had hap¬ 
pened to thCjpoflerity of that patriarch, and particu¬ 
larly to Jofepb j ’ the arrival of Jacob in Egypt {he 
persecution which the people of Ifrael underwent in 
that courttry.}’ the plague? ,vdch which God fmote the 
Egyptians ; their fojourning in the wildernefs $ and 
laftly, their fettlemcnt in the land of Canaan. 
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REFLECTIONS. 

I, T N this pfaltn wfc fee the prophet break forth into 
■ joyV and exprefs that holy zeal which animates 
the' faithful to praife God, ^and make his mercies 
Renown to all. II. "We have here a brief hiftody of 
God’s favours to the Israelites ; which'proves, that 
God has always taken care of his own people; that 
in*all times he has wrought great wonders in their fa¬ 
vour *, and that he is faithful and conflant in his co¬ 
venant, and in his promifes; which ought to* fill us 
with confidence, and conyince us that God will be for 
ever the prote&or' of his church, and his children, 

III. This hymn was defigned to perpetuate among 
the Ifraelins the remembrance of God’s mercies, and 
' to excite their gratitude. Though thefe events do not 
direftly regard chriftians, yet they ought to preierve 
the remembrance of them, as affording.matter for the 
moft edifying and inftru&ive meditations. But it is 
our duty, above all, to take occ^fion, from what is 
contained in this pfalm, to rane our thoughts to the 
confideration of thofe fighal mercies and fpiritual 
bleflings which God has communicated to us, by 
making with us a new covenant in Jefus Chrift; by 
delivering Us from the. captivity of fin, of the devil 
and of death*, and by receiving us into his church. 

IV. We lee in the l'aft words of this pfalm, that God 
/hewed all thefe mercies to the Jews that they might 
ob/pve bis ftatu/es and keep Ins laws'. This is God’s 
defign in doing good to men. His fftercies naturally 
tend to engage us to love and fear him, an4^o> his, 
commandments; which is thebeft way Of-fMtiffiipg' 
our gfatitude. " 
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PSALM CVI. 


PSALM CVJ.. 

A S the former pfalm gives an account of the mer¬ 
cies of God to the children of Ifrael, this is a 
relation and confdiion of the murmurings, and of the 
jins they fell into after their departure out of Egypt, 
both* in the wildernefs and in the land of Canaan. 
We fee likewife here the feveral chaftifements with 
which God "vifited this people, and -the marks he 
gave them of his goodnels in fupporting and deli¬ 
vering them on many occafions. 

Reuictio ns. 

TT’-O improve this pfalm to our edification, we 
"*■ muft obferve chiefly thefe three things. I. The 
confeflion which the Jews made of their fins and re¬ 
bellion, their murmurings and ingratitude, and the 
idolatry they trad feveral times been guilty of. From 
hence we may learn, on one hand, not to imitate the 
ingratitude and inficklto of that people, fince God has 
conferred infinitely 'grater mercies on us than on 
them -, and on the other, to acknowledge and confefs 
our fins before God, when we have offended him. 
II. *We here fee, that whenever the Ifraelites fell into 
difobedience, they felt the efFeds of God’s wrath. 
God does not fuffer the difobedience of men to go un r 
punifhed •, but punifbes the fins of thofe whom he has 
received into his covenant, and who abufe his favours j 
which he does in order to recover them to their duty. 
Therefore when God vifits us, either with general ca- 
lamities^j^particular affii&ions, inftead of murmurr 
ing, wHngji to acknowledge the juftice of hischaf- 
righteous ufe of them, and be 
afraid toWMfy new ones t^on ©urfelvd by the hard- 
nefe of our hearts.. III. It is faid in this pfalrii, thaf 
God in his great Goodncfs had borne with the Jews, 

taken 
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taken pity on them, and even delivered them upon 
feveral oceafions. Thele are proofs of God’s great 
mercy •, that he -is full of companion and long-fuffer- 
ing to men, even to thofe who have offended him; 
and is always ready to pardon men, as loon as they 
grow better by his correftion, and, to make them 
happy. 


psalm evil. 

(TTpi H E defign of this pfalm is to fhew that the 
jt providence of God expofes men to various tri¬ 
als and dangers, to engage them to have recourfe to 
him, to fear him, and to celebrate his goodnefs. This 
the prophet proves by the examples of thofe who 
wander in flrange countries, or are in prifon, or vifit- 
ed with fickttels; and of thofe that are expofed to 
ftorms and tempefls upon tiie fea. He makes men¬ 
tion hkewile of famine, of drought, of the humbling 
of great men, and exalting them of low degree -, and 
•fhews, that God does all this wifdom and juftice, 
and for the good of mankind. 


R E HI C T 1 O N S. 

HIS very inflrudVive .pfalm ferves to teach us, 
• .that God does wifely difpenfe all that happens to 
men; and that when they are fugitives, and difperfed, 
captives, lick, and in danger of perifhing, afflifted 
'with famine, or infome other manner, it is God that 
makes them pais through all thofe trials, that he may 
engage them to call upon him, and have jaaurfe to 
his power and goodnefs.' This plain) tj&flHphews 
, us, that it is the'duty of terfons in affli$B|J|J*to ap- 
}>ly ihemfelves to God’ by humble and fervent prayer 
for deliverance out of all tneir misfortunes'} that when 
men cry to God m their diftrefs, and turn to him, he 

takes 
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takes pity on them, and delivers them from all their 
troubles; and that it is the duty of thofe, who, by 
the help of God, have efcaped any great ficknefs, 
danger of death, or, other affli&ions, to Ihew their 
gratitude to him all their lives, and to celebrate his 
loving-kindnefs before all. Thofe who have been in 
a filiation fhould take particular notice of thefe things. 
It is very common with men, to fly to God in their 
fufferings; but when the danger is over, -they gene¬ 
rally forget the divine favours, and fall into ingrati¬ 
tude. What is faid in this pfalm is very inftrudive, 
and engages us ferioufly to refled: upon what happens 
■ in the world, and efpecially to ourfelves; that we may 
learn from thence to fear God. This, is the ufe we 
ought to make of this pfalm, as weare dire,ded in the 
laft verfe, in thefe words ■, fVhofo is wife , and will ob¬ 
serve thefe things: Even they fhall underjland the loving- 
kindnefs of the Lord. 


PS 'L. M CVIII. 

D AVID praifes God with great zeal, and .im¬ 
plores his afliftance he likewife allures him- 
felf, that by the divine aid he fhould reign over the 
whole land of Jfrael t and fhould be vidorious over 
the Moabites , Edomites , and all thofe who oppofed him. 

Reflections. 

• ‘ • 

I. 'T' HIS pfalm*fhou!d infpire us with great devo- 
x tion and ardent zeal to praife God, and to ce¬ 
lebrate * mercy and truth. II. It fhould fill the 
faints with a firm truft in the divine afliftance, and 
convince them that thofe whom God loves will al¬ 
ways be delivered, III. David teaches us, that all* 
our ftrength and all our happinefs depends on God i 
' % that 
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*hat human affiftance is but vanity ; and that therefore 
we ought to fix our hope in God alone. 


PSALM CIX. 

I N this pfalm David deferibes the malice any in- 
juftice of his enemies, and threatens them with 
the curfe of God. 

Reflections. 

\/U' E may learn !n general from this pfalm, that 
V V as God prote&s good men, his curie does ufu- 
ally purfue the wicked, and chiefly thofe who oppreis 
the innocent, who are cruel and hard-hearted, and in¬ 
jure others ; that, this curfe does even cleave to their 
pofterity; and that the evil which they have done or 
wiihed to others, often falls upon themfelves. But 
care muft be taken not to per v vert this pfalm in a cri¬ 
minal and impious manner, Jj.-,.!(imagining we are at 
anytime allowed to wifh thaf^nc vengeance of God 
may fall upon thofe who hate us and do us hurt, 
.David here fpeaks in quality of a king chofen by God, 
and of a prophet. He rather foretold than defired'the 
deftru&ion of his enemies; he even returned them 
good for evil,' as he himfelf fays, and love for hatred. 
Btfidcs, what is here faid regards only the enemies of 
God, and certain great finners, fuerr as Judas , to 
whom fome of the words of this pfalm are applied in 
the new teftament. But above all let us remember, 
that a chriflJan ihould hate no maff, and that the cha- 
radter we bear as difciples of Jefus Chrift, obliges us 
to love ell men, even our greateft enemies, to pray 
for them with all our heart, and to wifh and do to 
fhem all the good in our jSower. 


PS A L M 
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PSALM CX. 

H E holy Spirit in this pfalm foretels that the 
Mefliah fhould be exalted to the right hand of 
that he fhould be the king and high prieft of 
the church; that he fhould glorioufiy eftabiilh his 
kingdom, and triumph over all his enemies. 


S 


Reflections. 

» 

*T E S U S Chrift himfelf and the apoftles, teach us 
in the new teftament, that this pfalm relates to the 
Mefliah. We here learn the divine dignity of his 
perfon; the nature of. his kingdom, which was to be 
fpiritual and heavenly; the fupreme glory to which 
God would exalt him, by fetting him- at his right 
hand; and the power by which he would eftabiilh his 
empire, by the deftrudtfon of his enemies. The holy 
Spirit here likewift'v/etels, that the Mefliah fhould 
be not only a powerful'king, but alio our high prieft^, 
who fhould atone for our fins; as. St Paul proves in 
the feventh chsfpter of -the epiftle to the Hebrews. 
This pfalm teaches us further, that thole who are the 
fubjefts of this glorious king, -fhould be a willing peo¬ 
ple, and that they would fubmit without reftraint, 
willingly and joyfully obeying him. This pfalm 
therefore inftru&s us in our privileges and our duty. 
Laftiy, What is*here faid fuffers us not to doubt but 
Jefus Chrift will for ever reign over the faithful, and 
that he will one day tread under his feet all his and 
our enemies; which will be efpecially accomplifhed 
when he fhali deftroy death, our laft enemy, by a 
happy refurre< 5 lion, as St Paul remarks in the fifteenth 
chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians. 


PSA.LM 
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PSALM CXI. 

T HE. pfalmift praifes God on account of his 
wonderful works, and above all* for the tem¬ 
poral and fpiritual mercies he had beftowed on) the 
people of Jfrael. 

• , t 

Reflections. 

‘ 1 X 7 E ought to join 014- praifes to.thofe which ate 
** qffered to God in this fong; we have even 
more reafonthan the faithful of old had, to confefs 
that the works of God are great and wonderful j that 
he is merciful, righteous and full of companion; that 
he has remembered His covenant, and fent falvatioh 
and redemption to his'people., Thefe ineftimable 
, bleflings (hould excite us to praife God continually 
for all thefe things with our whole heart, and declare 
.his goodnefs and marvellous works before men, and 
particularly in the afiembly ( the faithful. David 
gives us at the end of this a very ufeful and, 

important leffon, while he tells us, that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wifdom: And that all they have 
.a good underflanding that do bis commandments. This 
Reaches us, that the fear of God is the way to attain 
-to true wifdom and folidhappinefs, and,therefore that 
. this ought to be our chief ftudy. 

PSALM CXII. 

' t 

T HIS pfalm contains a defcription of true holi- 
pefs, and of the happinefc of the godly. 

Reflections. 

T 4 HIS pfalm teaches us, what are the diftinguifh- 
“*• ing characters of true piety, and how great the 

happinefs 
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happinefs of thofe is who are pofle fifed with it. I. The 
chara£ter which the pfalmift gives of good men is, 
that they fear the Lord ; that they take great delight 
in his commandments; that they are juft and fincere.s 
that they conduft all their affairs with uprightnefs; 
thatlhey are k#nd and full of companion, and love to 
give Jims to the poor. II, The prophet teaches us 
next, that thofe who live thus are perfectly happy; 
that God blefles them in their perfons, in their pofte- 
rity, and in their pofleflions ; that they enjoy peace of 
confidence •, that they fear no evil, always trufting in 
the Lord; and that their righteoufneis and their me¬ 
mory fhall remain for ever. Thefe are very important 
infVu&ions, which fhould powerfully encourage us to 
the ftudy and'pra&ice of piety. 


PSALM CX 1 II. 

T HIS is a pfalrrTQf praife, and an exhortation 
to acknowledge declare the glory of God, 
and his infinite power, vliich appear in the works of 
his providence, and efpecially in his exalting and blefs- 
ing thofe whom he delights in. 

R e f t E C T i o n s. 

T 1 HIS pfalm fhould excite us to praife the name of 
the Lord, and,, continue to publilh his glory, 
which appears every where with fo much luftre; and 
to Celebrate that', adorable providence with which he 
governs all things here below, and by which he-ex- 
alteth and humbleth men as he pleafes. Thefecon- 
fiderations are powerful motives to engage us to fear 
God, to depend entirely upon him, «ttd to put our 
whdie truft in his mercy. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXIV. 

W E have here a noble defcription of the power 
which God difplayed when th ctljraelites came 
cut of Egyp, when they paffed the red-lea, and /vhen 
the river of ‘Jordan was dried up at their entrance 
into the land of Canaan . 


Ref lections. 

HpHESE two reflections are to be made upon this 
A pfalm: I. That the miracles which God former¬ 
ly wrought in behalf of his people, at' their coming 
out of Egypt , and when they pafled though the red- 
lea, and over the river Jordan , areWnconteftable 
proofs of the power, greatnefs and'majeftyof God ; 
and that therefore we ought to celebrate that infinite 
power, and to fear, that gijeat God, whom nothing 
can refift. II. The next rek;>ion is, that fince the 
wonders mentioned in this pijr.m, are not fo confider- 
able as thofe which God has wrought for us in the 
work of our redemption, we have more reafon than 
jthe Jews to exalt the power and goodnefs of our God, 
and to blefs him for ever. 


PSALM CXV. 

T HIS plalm has three parts. ‘ In the firft, which 
is a prayer, the Ifraelites beg of God to deliver 
them for the glory of his name. The fecond defcrtbes 
the vanity of idols, jand she folly of idolaters. In 
the third, the pfalmift reprefents the happinefs of 
thofe who ferve and fear God, and ’put their truft in 
him. 


Reuec- 
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Reflections.. 

HpHIS pfalm tfcaches us three things: I. That 
when God does good to men, he is led to do it, 
riot by any merit in them, but by his own pure mer¬ 
cy \ which ought to be the foundation of our truft, 
when we direft our prayer to him. II. What is here 
fatid of the folly and ftupidity of idolaters, who wor¬ 
fhip dead idols, and the works of mens hands, tended 
to aiffuade the Ifraelites from the worfhip of falfe gods, 
and the more effe&ually to prevent their forfaking the 
worlhip of the true God. This too engages us to blefs 
the Lord for delivering us from idolatry, by making 
himfelf known to us; and Ihould teach us to ferve him 
with purity, zeal and fidelity. III. We here fee how 
happy thofe are who worfhip God and fear him •, fince 
the pfafmift allures us, that God is the help and buck¬ 
ler of all thofe that truft in him; that they are bleffed 
of the Lord, who has made* the heavens and the earth j 
and that his favours j/ft attended to them and their 
pofterity. Thefe gi ous promifes fhould prevail on 
us more effectually to lhar God, and to expedt all our 
happinefs from his blefilng alone. 

PSALM CXVI. 

D AVID gives thanks to God with holy tranfports 
of zeal* joy and love, for the deliverances he 
had granted him, for all 'the good things he 1 id 
received from him. 

R t If U c t 1 o n s. 

T N this pfalm the devotion and zeal of king David 
appear with moft extraordinary luftrc. We Ihould 
particularly here obferVe with what fentimehts of joy • 
and gratitude he celebrates the wonderful deliverances 
Vol. II. K which, 
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which God had vouchfafed hhm in the great dangers 
he had been expofed to, with what zeal he praifes him, 
and vows to love and obey him. • From this pious* 1 
prince we learn, that when God has bellowed any par¬ 
ticular favour on us, and efpecially when he has deli¬ 
vered us from any. great danger, it is our duty to Wive 
him, to blefs his holy name, to perform our vows,/and 
praife him in the prefence of all his people; and aboae 
all, to walk before him all the days of our life-, and 
to teftify our gratitude to him, not only by our words, 
but by all our a&ions. This is what we are in an e- 
fpecial manner to do for the fpiritual favours he be¬ 
llows upon us, when he pardons our fins, and delivers 
us from condemnation and death, and receives us into 
the number of his children and fervants. The fight 
and fenfe of fuch inellimable bleflings fhould fill all 
thofe who partake of them with joy and confolation, 
and make them fay with the pfalnjift: Return unto thy 
reft, 0 my foul, for the Lord bath dealt bountifully with 
thee. bVhal /hall I render unty the Lord for all his be¬ 
nefits towards me? 1 will take ^! t "up of falvation , and 
call upon the name of the Lord. /1 will pay my vows un¬ 
to the Lord t in the prefence of alibis people. Praife the 
Lord. 


PSALM CXVII. 

T H E pfalmift invites all the nations of the earth 
to. praife God becaufe of his goodnefs and 

mercy,. 

Reflections. 

* 

r P HIS pfalm invites us to one of the moll impor¬ 
tant duties of religion, which is to praife. God 
continually for his goodnefs, and confefs that his lov- 
/.'ig-kmdnefs is very great towards us, and endureth 

ror ever. 


PSALM 
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CXVIII. 


S AVID exhorts,,all the Ifraelites to celebrate the 
goodnefs of God. He blefles him with great 
for making him triumph over his enemies. The 
people anfwer his invitations by bleffing the Lord, and 
praying for this prolperity of David. The laft part 
of this pfalm relates to our Lord Jefus (Thrift. 


Reflections. 

^pHIS pfalm, as many others do, invites us to 
praife God, and to celebrate his goodnefs and 
mercy, David , being delivered from all the dangers 
he had been expofed to, returns moft hearty thanks 
to God, and invites the priefts, the rulers of the peo¬ 
ple, and all the Ifraelites , to join with him. We 
Ihould all be animated with the fame zeal; and per- 
fons of every order, y- :k and condition, fhould unite 
in the difcharge of‘‘is duty, and acknowledge that 
God is good, and that htS mercy enduretb for ever. This 
pfalm, which the Jews fung at their feafts, fhould be 
made ufe of by chriftians in giving thanks to God, 
not only for the favours and deliverances, whether 
public or private, which he grants them ; but above 
all, for the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift. The 
Spirit of God fignifies in this pfalm, that the Medial* 
lhould be reje&ed by the chief of the Jews, and that 
notwithftanding, he fhould become the king and head 
of the church ■, which was fulfilled when Jefus (Thrill 
was crucified, and when, after his refurredion, he af- 
cended into heaven, and his kingdom was eflablilhed 
in the world. Let us therefore celebrate the power 
and goodnefs of God, which have appeared in this 
wonderful work; and let the confideration of thele 
falutary events lead us to lay with David, ‘The flcne 

K 2 which 
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which the builders refufed is become the bead-fione of the 
corner. This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in our 
eyes. Blejfed be be that corneth in the name of the Lord!. 
Ogive thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his met - 
cy endurelb for ever. 


PSALM CXIX. 

T HE 119th pfalm is an admirable defcription of 
the excellence of the law of God, and of the 
happinefs of thofe that keep it. This, pfalm is full of 
the moft fervent and affecting devotion, interfperfed 
with many beautiful prayers, with various drains of 
piety, and with a great number of excellent rules for 
the conduit of life: Therefore the reading of it may 
be attended with great advantage, provided it be read 
with fuitable attention and devotion. 

PSALM c£v;I. 1,-32. 

A T the entrance of this pfalm king David repre- 
lents the happinefs of thofe who keep the com¬ 
mandments of God. He teftifies, that his intention 
and defire is, to apply himfelf entirely to it} and he 
begs of God, with great zeal, that he would give 
him grace to underftand his holy law, and to obferve 
it continually. 

Reflections. 

'C' R O M the firft part of this pfalm we learn, that 
man’s greateft happinefs confifts in walking up¬ 
rightly, in keeping the law of the Lord, and in feek- 
ing his teftimonies with his whole heart •, that by his 
divine law young people, and all men in general, 
ought to regulate their behaviour j and that they wl)o 
do fo will never fall into fhame or mifery. Thefc 

con- 
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fiderations engage us to choofe, as David did, the 
commandments of God for our portion, to keep 
^hem in our heart, to.make them the fubjedt of our 
o^nverfation, to take pleafure in them, and rejoice in 
the obfervation of them, more than if we had ail the 
riches in the world. To feeure this happinefs to our- 
felvss, let us beg of God to teach us his ftatutes, and 
open our eyes that we may fee the wonders of his 
law; to keep us from lying and wickednefs, and to 
make us know the way of his holy commandments, 
that we may walk in them with faith and perfeverance 
to the end of our lives. 


PSALM CXIX. 33—72. 

D dV ID feveral times befeeches God to give him 
grace rightly to underftand and keep his laws. 
He prays him to fupport him by that means under 
all his trials •, he declares, that the word of God had 
ftrengthned and corpf'Jrted him under all his misfor¬ 
tunes. He confefle/ that it was good for him to have 
been affli&ed, that he might learn to keep the ftatutes 
of the Lord •, he protefts that he will apply himfelf to 
thpm more and more j that he had chofen the law of 
God for his inheritance; and that he valued it above 
all the goods and advantages of the world. 

Reflections. 

r T' H E ufe to be made of the reading this part of 
the 119th pfalm, is to entertain the fame pious 
fentiments which are here exprefied •, and to beg of 
God, with David , to teach us the way of his ftatutes; 
to give us underftanding to know and keep them \ to 
incline our hearts to obedience, and .to turn them away 
from vanity, covetoufncfs and every evil way; to 
make gs always fenfible of the effefts of his mercy, 

K 3 by 
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by fupporting us in all dangers *, and~above all, that 
he would never deprive us of his word and grace. 
David next teaches us, that good men make an ope&f 
and public profeflion of the fear of God* and are n ?4 
ver tired with fpeaking of him and of his holy laws. 
When they fee wicked men, that blafpheme God afnd 
infult the righteous, they abhor their impiety, And 
dread the judgments that threaten them •, they ftrength- 
dh themfelves more and more in the love of God’s 
law i they take it for their portion and inheritance i 
they meditate upon it day and night; and feek the 
company of thofe that fear God and keep his com¬ 
mandments. Laftly, From what David here fays, 
we learn the ufefulriefs of afRidtions, and are led to 
adore the wil'dom and goodnefs of God, who afflifis 
and chaftifes men, that they may learn to obferve his 
word. This was the advantage David made of hi$ 
troubles; and this taught him to prefer that divine 
word before all riches, and every.thing in the world 
that is efteemed moft valuable.. 


PSALM CXfX..73—104. 

D AVID continues to fhew his zeal and love for 
the law of God, and begs him to enlighten and 
comfort him. He declares, that the law of God had 
been his hope in all his troubles ; that he had adhered 
to it more and more j that he confidered it as the 
moft perfect thing in the world j that he loved it 
above all things; that it afforded him all the under- 
ftanding, and all the wildom which he flood in need 
of; and that he found an unfpeakable pleafure and 
fweetnefs in the practice of it. 


R i-rt.Ec- 
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Reflections, 

Vp HIS part of the 119th pfalm, fets before us the 
A great benefits which arife from the knowledge 
and obfervation of the law of God. David's manner 
of foeaking Ihews, that thofe who give themfelves up 
to it, are never confounded and that in their affljcs 
tioQS they always meet with that help and comlnE 
which is needful for them. He teaches us, that trae 
evils which the righteous fuffer are fo far from mak¬ 
ing them forfake the law of God, that they engage 
them to adhere to it more firmly; and that this is their 
fupport under all their trials. David allures us, that 
this law is the moft perfedl, and moll excellent thing 
in the world ; that thofe who are enlightned by this 
divine light, furpafs the moft prudent in wifdom and 
onderftanding •, and that all earthly plsafures and de¬ 
lights are not comparable to the pleafure and fweet- 
nefs we tafte in th£ knowledge and love of the divine 
law. Thefe are the^ fentiments which we ought all 
to entertain, and which we Ihould beg of God to con¬ 
firm us in more and more. 


PSALM CXIX. 105—144. 

D AVID ftill infills upon the ufefulnels of the law 
of God, an<f vows to obferve it all the days of 
his life. He lhews, that God confounds the wicked, 
and all thofe that depart from- the right way, but is 
the fupport of thofe that fear him ; that the righteous 
have nothing to apprehend from the wicked, and 
that no harm can happen to them. He then refumes 
his defcription of the excellence of the law of God ; 
exprefles his fincere concern to fee it broken ; protefts 
he will always love it, and apply himfvlf to it more 
and more: and befeeches the’ Lord to increase his 
knowledge of it. 
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Reflections. 

^TpH E reflexions which this portion of fcfiptur#' 
prefents os with, are, I. That the word of G 
is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our paths ; ' 

that thofe who areenlightned by this divine light, and 
wg}k in the way which it prefcribes, cannot err. II; 
jf pbppears from hence, that the faithful are fincerely 
Cached to that part of God’s word which prefcribes 
their duty, and contains the holy laws which he has 
given us for the conduX of our lives. They efteem 
it their perpetual inheritance, and make it the joy of 
their heart. They vow to love and obey God ; fay- ' 
ing with David , l have /worn, and I will perform it, 
that I will keep thy righteous judgments •, and they be- 
feech God, that he would give them grace to perform 
their vow. When they confider the impiety which 
reigns in the world, and the judgments of God which 
overtake thofe that forfake him,* they are fincerely 
grieved, and full of terror and amazement; when 
they fee others forfake God’s laws, they more fiumly 
adhere to it *, and whatever .condition they are in, 
whether it be affliXion or profperity, that divine law 
is all their pleafure, and all their confolation. 

PSALM CXIX. —i 7 6. 

D AVID calls God to his afliftance, prays him 
to look upon his affliction, and to defend* his 
caufe againft the great ones that perfecured him. He 
declares, that all his defire is to keep the law of his 
God, to praife him and glorify him during his whole 
life. 

Reflections. 

r T'H F. inflruXions which this laft [tart of the i jr»th 
pialm fjggclis to us, are the following.: 1. 'I hat 

m 
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in all our troubles we ftiould apply ourfelves to God, 
to afk of him, not only the deliverances we ftand in 
Sed of; but, above all things, grace topleafe and 
oB^y him. II. That the law of God fliould be our 
gre\teft delight, and to meditate on his divine word 
the general employment of our lives. III. That God 
fees the fufferfngs of his people, and hears their pray¬ 
ers ; but that he is far from the wicked, and will not 
deliver them. IV. That God has* annexed a glorious 
reward, and perfect happinefs to the obfervation of his 
law. This David allures us, when he fays, that there 
is great peace to tbofe who love bis law , and that nothing 
Jhall offend them. The laft reflection is. That we 
ought to dedicate our whole lives to God, defire to 
employ them in his fervice, and to the glory of his 
name; and befeech him to grant us all neceilary af- 
fi ftance to this purpofe. This is David's earneft pray¬ 
er at the end of this pfalm, where he fays. Lord , let 
my foul live, that it ts/ay praife thee. I have gone ajlray 
like a loft Jheep ; feejt thy fervant , and I will not for¬ 
get thy commandments' 


General R e>l e c t i o n s on Pfalm CXIX. 

nr^HAT this pfalm may be read with improve- 
ment, it will be convenient to add to the parti¬ 
cular reflexions already made, thefe three principal 
reflections: I. That the law of God is moft excellent, 
and-its eflfeCts moft wonderful. David teaches us, 
that this divine law is the moft perfeCt -, that it is a 
heaveniy light which enlightens us; that it gives us 
underftanding; that it purifies and rejoices the heart; 
that it fuppprts us in afflictions; that it gives us un- 
fpeakable peace of confcience; and that it is infinitely 
better than all the treafures and riches in this world. 
1 J. In this pfalm we learn to diftinguifh good men. 
They art fincere and upright in their ways; they do 

that 
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that which is right; they walk in the law of the Lord, 
and meditate on it day and night; they love God anA 
his word with all their heartthey abftain from evrj£„ 
and from the company of the wicked; they join the/ift- 
lelves to the righteous; they are ftruck with terror at 
the fight of Gold’s judgments * they truft in him, and 
are calm and patient under afili&ions. * HI. Laitly, 
This pfalm is full of many excellent prayers, which 
Should be continually in our mouths and in our hearts, 
begging God to enlighten our minds, to teach us his 
law, to incline our hearts to obey him; that he would 
take care of us, and guide us always by his providence 
and his holy Spirit. Thefe are the inftrudtions which 
this ptalm furniihes us with •, for which purpofe we 
ought to read and meditate upon it very frequently. 

PSALM CXX. 

T H E prophet begs of God, to defend him from 
the deceits and calumnies 6f the wicked > and 
complains that he is forced to lit e‘am png them. 

Ri FLEC'flOK 1 , 

*T , HIS pfalm teaches, I. That good men may be 
-*■ expofed to calumny and the malice of men, 'but 
that God prote&s and delivers them. II. That it is 
a great affliction to good men to Itte among the wick¬ 
ed and ungodly. Lallly, That it is the character of 
the righteous to love peace, as it is of the wicked to 
be addicted to confufion and trouble. 

PSALM CXXI. 

T H E author of this pfalm teftifies, that he firm¬ 
ly relied on the divine affiftance, and that he 
was fully perfuaded that God would always watch 
for {he fafety of his people, and of all the faithful. 

Refiec. 
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Reflections. 

war 1 HE fubftance of this pfalm is, that our help 
cometh from God alone; that he watches over 
his thurch, and over all the righteous; that he pre- 
ferves them in all dangers, and that he will never for- 
fake them. 1'his dod trine Ihould fi'! the faithful with 
fure confidence in God, and confirm them more and 
more in his fear and love. 


PSALM CXXII. 


D AVID exprefles the zeal and love he had for 
the houfe of God, and for the city of Jerufulem ; 
lie prays for the profperity of that city, and vows to 
promote with all his power the .dory of God, and 
the good of the people of Ifrael. 


R e i) 


LECTIONS. 


> % 

r) AVID ’s gijjpt zeal for the temple and city of 
Jeruf.ilem , and tor the tribes of Ifrael, and the 
vows he made upon, that occafion, inftrudt princes 
and magiftrates and ail the true members of the church, 
to concern themfelves for the public tranquillity, and 
for the good of civil lociety; but above all, for reli¬ 
gion, and for the lcrvice of God ; to pray continually 
for the peace of the church, and join their labours to 
their prayers, by doing all that is in their power for 
its good and edification. 


PSALM CXXIII. 

1 H E children of Ifrael , being opprefiecT and 
perfecuted by their enemies, implore the divine 
nee. 


RtfLEC- 
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Reflections. 

*1* HOSE who are expofed to the contempt, pejk 
"*■ iecution and cruelty of the wicked, Ihould lecrn 
front this pfaim, to look up continually to God, /-hat 
be would have companion on them; and to place ail 
tlieir truft in his help-, believing that God will never 
forfake thole who ferve him faithfully and iuffer for 
his fake. 

PSALM CXXIV. 

I N this pfaim the Israelites acknowledge that God 
had delivered them on many occafions and that 
without his protection they Ihould have been deffroy- 
ed long before. 

Reflections. 

HIS pfaim0$ ftill better fjited to the chriftian 
than to the JewiJh church. 1 *- What is here faid, 
engages us to reflet upon the cfifferfat conditions the 
church of Chrift has been in j and^o confider, that 
notwithftanding the attempts wjlch Satan and the 
world have made againft it, ever fince its birth, it ftill 
fubfifts. From whence we may conclude, that God 
will always be its ftrength and fupport, and will never 
permit it to be deftroyed. Thus it is with all true 
believers, fince it is impoffible God Ihould forfake 
them, or ceafe to love them and take care of them. 


P | A L M CXXV. 

I. T'N AVID defciibes the ftedfaftnefs of thofc that 
I -J truft in God, and his protection of Jerufa- 
/m, and or the children of 1 ,'rael. II. He fays, chat 
if good men are afflicted, it is not fg. ever whereas 

thofe 
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^hofe that forfake God perifh at laft in a miferable 
rthnner. 

Reflections. 


npVl IS pfalm reprefents to us in a few words the 
happy condition of thofe who fear God and put 
their truft in him. The pfalmift teaches us, that no¬ 


thing can move them,j that God is always ready for 
their defence; that if he fuflfers them to be afflicted. 


he has regard to their weaknefs; and that he foftens 
and Shortens their troubles. He likewife allures us, 
that God always does good to the righteous, and to 
thofe that are upright in heart; whereas thofe who 
wander out of the right way, fell at laft into deftruc- 
tion. This meditation furnilhes believers with pow¬ 
erful motives to be ever calm and fererie, to put their 
whole confidence in God, and to be more ftridly at¬ 
tached to their duty. 


P 'A TL M CXXVI. 

. - .w* 

T HIS is a T>ng of thankfgiving, in which the. 

Jews rejoice aC the wonderful deliverance which 
God* had granted them in bringing them out of cap¬ 
tivity j and they pray him to finiih their neftoration. 

Reflections. 

'T HIS pfalm engages us to reflect on the wonder- 
A ful things which God lias done in all times for 
his people, by delivering them contrary to all appear¬ 
ance, from the power of their enemies. This pfalm 
allures us, moreover, that if the church, or the righte¬ 
ous, are in affli&ion and in teats, God gives them at 
laft occafion to rejoice j and in general, when men 
have been tried and humbled by affliction, he makes 
gladnefs fucceed to forrow*, fo that, as the Jews 

here 
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here exprefs it, they that Jow in tear r, Jhall reap 
in joy. 

PSALM CXXVII. 

T H J S pfalm declares, that all the care that is 
taken for the profperity of cities and families, is 
unprofitable without the divine prote&ion j and that 
he in mercy gives children to thofe whom he defigns 
to bids. 

Reflections. 

XJ E R E we learn, I. That it is not fo much the 
^care which men take, as the blefling of God, that 
makes ftates, cities and families fubfift; and therefore 
that magiftrates and heads of families, ought to la- 
bpur to bring this blefling upon them. II. That 
God gives children, and that we ought to efteem 
them a particular blefling; fince if we bring them 
up in virtue and godlinefs theywill be the joy and 
glory of their parents, not only. ... this world, but in 
that which is to come. 

PSALM CXXVIII. 

T HIS pfalm fpeaks of the happinefs of the god* 
ly, and of the temporal bleflings bellowed up¬ 
on them by God, in profpering their labours, and in 
giving them children and a happy pollerity. 

Reflect! o\n a. 

* 1 * HIS pfalm- allures us, that God blefles the Ia- 
bour and the families of thofe that fear him 
and walk in his ways. Though the temporal bleflings 
which were formerly promiled to the Jews, are not 
the chief things which chriftians ought to afpire after 5 
yet they arc to be confidered as a reward of piety, 

and 
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, and to be received with thankfulnefs. Godlinefs has 
promife of the life that now is •, God always blefles 
fopfe families where piety prevails, and does particu¬ 
larly fhower down upon them fpiritoai bleflings-, and 
at exalts them who live in innocence to the fu- 
preme happinefs which he has prepared for them in 
heaven. 

PSALM CXXIX. 

T H E prophet exhorts the church to acknow¬ 
ledge, that though they bad been often perfe- 
cuted, God had not forfaken them; and he foretels, 
that all the enemies of the church fhould be deftroyed. 

Reflections. 

TIT H A T is faid in this pfalm engages us to con- 
fider, that the church has been often aflaulted, 
both under the old teftament and under the new j but 
that God has_ alwav?t prefferved it, and that its ene¬ 
mies have never Jerr'able to deftroy it. This ought 
to confirm us ic ~Jur belief, that the church and ail its 
true members wu’ jfor ever fubfift; and that all thofe 
who fet themfelves ^.gainfi: them, (hall have nothing 
but (hame and confufion for their portion. 

PSAtM CXXX. 

D AVIT) here implores the mercy of God, and- 
the pardon of his fins; and likewife exprefies 
his confidence in the divine gooejnefs. 

Reflections. 

r P H E pfalmift here gives us three leflbns of in- 
1 ftru&ion. I. That if God fhould examine us in 
the rigour of his juftice, none would be found righte¬ 
ous before him : wherefore we ought all to have re- 

courle 
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courfe to his mercy, and fay, with the deepeft humili¬ 
ty, If tbou. Lord) Jhouldft mark iniquities , 0 Lord,: 
who jhall ft and ? II. That if God is inclined to pa^f 
don men, it is to engage them to fear him; and that 
without this fear there is no pardon to be expected 
from him. -This is exprefied in thefe words, there is 
forgivenefs with thee , that thou mayeft be feared. III. 
That God has always been and ever will be the de¬ 
fender of his church, and of true believers. 


PSALM CXXXI. 


D AVID protefls folemnly in this pfalm, that he 
had not entertained proud and haughty thoughts 
of himfelf, but had always ftudied to live in inndcence 
and humility. 

R £ FL ECTIOHS.' 

r T'HIS pfalm exprefles the fentiments which all the 
1 children of God ought to entertain : They are to 
be humble, not aiming at hi«l.jhings, but refem- 
bling little children in innocence anfl> fimplicity. What 
David teaches us on this head, is tfcc fame with what 
our Lord more fully reccmmenc^n the gofpel, when 
he tells us, that if we become not as little children he 
will hot acknowledge us for his difciples, nor lhall we 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


PSALM CXXXII. 

1 . tp H E author of this pfalm, which is probably 
X David , here mentions the vow which tjrat 
prince had made, to take no reft till the ark of the co¬ 
venant was brought to Jerufalem , and divine fervice 
eftablilbed •, and he praifes God that his vow had been 
accompliflhed. II. He hopes that God, according to 
his proinifes, would blefs his pofterity; and he prays 
for the pricfls, for the Levites, and for all the peopfe. 

R E F L E C- 
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' # 

Reflections. 

I. '"p H E vow. mentioned in this pfalm, which 
A David made to eftablifh divine fervice, is a • 
mark of his piety. From hence great men, magi- 
ftrates, and all men in general, ought to learn, that 
the glory of God, and his true worihip,' is what they 
fhould defire with the greateft fervency, and procure 
to the utrnoft of their power.' II. The favour God 
Ihewed David , in enabling him to execute his pious 
defign, fhews us, that God blefles thofe undertakings 
that are formed with a good intention. Ill: The 
choice which God 'had made of Sion for the place of 
his worihip ; and the promifes with which he had en¬ 
gaged to dwell there for ever to blefs and profper it, 
are to be applied to the chriftian church, in which he 
dwells in a more particular manner, and wherein fie is 
to be worlhipped and adored unto the end of the 
world. Laftly, We ought all of us, in imitation of 
the pfalmift, contn sally to pray for the prefervation 
of the church, f". « blelfing on its minifters, and for 
proiperity to :s members. 

PSALM CXXXIII. 

T HIS pfalm reprefents the happinefs of thofe 
that live in unity and peace, and the bleflings 
which God bellows upon them. 

Reflections. 

r T' H E inftruflion which we receive from this pfalm 
is, that nothing is more agreeable.to God than 
peace and unity and that his mod valuable bleflings 
are bellowed on thofe who live in good harmony 
with each other; which fhould be of great weight to. 
incline us to live together in chriftian and brotherly 
l©yp. 

Vol. II. 
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PSALM CXXXIV. 

T HIS pfalm is an exhortation add refled to die 
minifters of the old temple, in which they are 
invited to praife God. 

Reflections. 

rTHE minifters of God Ihould learn from this 
**■ pfalm, that as the priefts and Levites were by 
their office called to praife God day and night in his 
temple, and to pray for the people of Ifrael i fo are 
the minifters of the chriftian church, by their office* 
in a particular manner, called to blefs and praife con-- 
tinually God’s holy name, and to pray without ceafing 
for\he profperityof the church. 

PSALM CXXXV 

I. H E prophet exhorts t^e^evites to praife 
God, to proclaim the infinite , ower by which 
he created all things *, and above at^/'to celebrate the 
wonders which he formerly wrought for his people, in 
delivering them out of Egypt., and putting them in 
pofleffion of the land of Canaan. II. He deferibes 
the vanity of idols, and the folly of idolators. 

Reflections. 

'‘PHIS pfalm engages us, no lefs than the Ifraelites, 
to blefs God, and to celebrate his power, wif- 
dom, and ‘goodnefs, which appear in the creation 
V>d government of the world; ancf chiefly to ac¬ 
knowledge his mercy in choofing us to be his people. 
If he delivered the children of Ifrael from Egyptian 
bondage, and deftroyed. the kings of Canaan to fettle 
them in that country, Jefus Chrift has done for hs 

much 
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much greater wonders of power and love: he has de- 
ftroyed the idolatry which reigned in the world-, he 
' has delivered us from condemnation and death, and 
admitted us into his church. It is therefore t meet and 
right that this almighty and all-gracious God fhould 
be for ever praifed; and that all thofe who fear him, 
efpccially his minifters and fervants, fhould^join to¬ 
gether in praifmg him, and faying, Blejfed be the 
Lord who dwelletb in Sion. Praife the Lord. 

PSALM CXXXVI. 

T N this pfalm of praife the Jfraelites celebrate the 
goodnefs and mercy of God, as they appear in the 
works of the creation, and in the miracles he had 
wrought for them, when their fathers came out of 
Egypt , and entered into the land of Canaan. It muft 
be obferved, that t throughout this whole pfalm the 
Levites and the people anfwer alternately, and in 
every verfe praife ‘'rod with thele words. For bis mercy 
endurelb for ev . This form of praife was made ufe 
of at that tir*. -, and confecrated in a particular man¬ 
ner to praife Gou m the temple. 

Reflections. 

E are to make two reflections upon this pfalm: 

I. The firll is, that we have as great reafon 
to blefs God as the Jews had, when we* contemplate 
the wonders of creation and.providence, the miracles 
which God formerly wrought in behalf of his people i 
but above all art we to praife the infinite mercy and 
divine power manifelled in the work of our redemp¬ 
tion. II. The next reflection relates to thele words, 
repeated in every verfe of this pfalm. For bis mercy , 
endurelb for ever ; which was a form confecrated by 
cuftom to the ufe of divine worlhip. Thefe words 
teach us, that the goodnefs of God appears in all his 

L ■ work'.. 
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works, and is the fource of all the bleflings we enjoy * 
and therefore that we ought likewife to celebrate it 
with continual praifes, with great gratitude, knd with 
all the zeal and fervency we are able. 


PSALM CXXXVII. 

I. T N this pfalm "the Jews, in captivity at Babylon , 


I 


exprefs their great affli&ion to fee themfelves in 
an exile condition, and their zeal for JeruJalem. II. 
The prophet foretels the deftru&ion of the Edomites , 
who had rejoiced to fee that city laic^wafte; he foretels 
likewife the deftruction of the Babylonians. 

Rmi ctions. 

'THE fentiments of the captive Jews in this pfalm, 
A are the fame with thofe of all true believers. 
I. They have a great zeal for the church ; they cannot 
rejoice when they fee it expofed to fuft'erings; and 
would rather forget themfelves,^ and their own con¬ 
cerns, than forget the intereft of GodVMory. II. The 
deftrudtion of the Edomites and BahJGmans , foretold 
in this pfalm, which happened a few years after the 
deftruction of JeruJalem , teaches us, that God re¬ 
venges the evils done to his- church ; and that he* fe- 
verely punifhes perfecutors and thofe who join with 
them, as well as thofe who infult the miferable, and 
rejoice at the evil which befals them. 


PSALM CXXXVIII. 


I. 


D AVIT) , infpired with a-holy zeal, declares 
that he will praife Gdd publicly for all his 
favours, and invites all kings and nations to praife the 
I,ord with him. II. He entreats God to continue to 
blefs and prated him, and teftifies his entire confidence 
in his affiftance and promifes. 


R E f u c- 
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Reflections. 

I. T N this hymn, the fervent zeal which animates 
-*■ true believers appears in a ftrong light it in¬ 
clines them to rejoice in God, to worfliip him, tofing 
his praifes, and declare his loving-kindnefs before all 
men, even before the great men of the earth, that 
they may learn to fear God, and fhew forth his glory. 

II. We fee in this pfalm that the great God, who 
dwells in the heavens, knows all that is done here be¬ 
low ; that he does not difdain to take care of men ; 
but efpecially, that his eyes are open upon his chil¬ 
dren ; that he is with them in adverfity •, fo that all 
thofe who fear him may fay with an entire confidence. 
The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: Thy 
ntercy , O Lord , endurctb for ever: ferfake not the 
works of thine own bands. 

PSALM CXXXIX. 

I. O folemnly acknowledges in this pfalm 

1 J that God is prelent every where; and that 
all, even the moil fecret things, are perfedly known 
to. him. II. He praifes thp infinite wifdom of God, 
which appears in a particular manner in theforma- 
tion of man} and being fenfibly afteded with the 
wonderful works of God, he declares, that the con¬ 
templation of them will 'always excite him to blefs 
and fear him, and rejoice in him. Laftly, He fays, 
that his confidepce in the divine goodncfs and power 
would fupport him agaipfl all the afiaults of his ene¬ 
rgies, that he will never fear them, nor ever have any 
familiarity with them. 

Reflections. 

‘IXT'E ought to confider this pfalm with great at- 
’ " jtention. This is one of thofe places of fcrip- 

L 3 ture, 
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ture, which fpeak raoft clearly of the divine prefence 
and knowledge. David teaches .us very exprefly, 
that God is every where; that his knowledge is in¬ 
finite, as well as his power; that nothing is hid from 
his all-feeing eye; and that wherever we are,. he is 
witnefs not only of our words and aftions, but even 
of our mod fecret thoughts. Thefe truths Ihould 
make a deep impreflion upon us, as they did upon 
David , and engage us to live always as in God’s 
fight, and to fear that great God, who is prefent every 
where, and, as nothing can be hid from him, will 
judge us according to our works. To this reflection, 
which is the principal, we muft add thefe three parti¬ 
cular confiderations: I. That the wonderful manner, 
in which God has given us life, affords us abundant 
motives to acknowledge his power and goodnefs, and 
.to employ both our fouls and bodies in his fervice. 
II. That the power and goodnefs of God ought to fill 
the righteous with great confidence, and fecure them 
againft all fear of men. The laft reflexion is, that 
if we love God, we lhall hate every thing that God 
hates, we lhall fhun vice,'and the company of the 
wicked, but without hating them perfonallyj herein 
imitating our heavenly father, who hates unrighte- 
oufnefs, but bears with fihners, doing them good 
continually, and ufing great patience towards them, 
to bring them to repentance. 

PSALM CXL. 

f 

D .AVlb intreats God to defend him from the 
wiles and malice of thofe that fought his ruin, 
and threatens them with the divine vengeance. 


R E F l e c* 
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Reflections. 

117 E are to obferve, that God defends the righte- 
** ous from the violence of the wicked*, that 
his vengeance purfues cruel and unjuft men, and 
.thofe who Hander and deceive their neighbours ; that 
how formidable foever their power may appear, he 
defeats all- their defigns; and if he fufFers the inno¬ 
cent to be opprefled for a while, he fhews at laft that 
he is their protedlor; and gives themoccafion to own 
and celebrate his power, juftice and goodnefs. In this 
view, and with fuch a fpirit as this, and not with a 
fpirit of refentmen: and revenge againft them that have 
offended us, ought we to read and meditate on this 
pfalm. 


PSALM CXLI. 

I. TA AVID , expofed to the injuftice and calumny 
1 J of feveral who perfecuted him, befeeches the 
Lord gracioufly to receive his prayers. II. He begs 
of God graf_, that he may not fin with his tongue 
by giving way to murmuring, and that he may not 
be feduced by dinners, but he defires to be reproved 
arid corrected by the righteous *, he confides in God’s 
help, and is perfuaded, that he would deliver him 
from them that fought his ruin. 

Reflections. 

T H E ufe we are to make of this pfalm is, I. To 
1 join with king David in the prayers which are. 
here offered up to God, humbly befeeching .him, 
favourably to receive our requefts, and that our 
prayers may afcend into his prefence ; that' he would 
preferve us from offending him, either by rafh words 
or evil thoughts, and that he would not fuffer us to 
be drawn away by the wicked •, which is the d.Tign 

L 4 *of 
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of this excellent prayer: Set a watch , 0 Lord, be¬ 
fore my moUtb \ keep the door of my lips. Incline not 
my heart to any evil thing,, to praRife wicked works 
with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of 
their dainties. II. David teaches us to receive with 
pleafure and thankfulnefs the warnings and correc¬ 
tions of good men; faying with David, as all pious 
men Ihould do. Let the righteous fmile me, it jhall 
be a kittdnefs ; and let him reproroe me, it Jhall be an 
excellent oil. Laitly, We find by this pfalm, that 
thqugh the condition of the righteous is fometimes 
miicrable, yet God always preferves them, and gives 
them not over to the will of thofe who feek to deftroy 
them. 

PSALM CXLII. 

B A VI D, being hid in the cave of Adullam, 
and furrounded by Saul’s army, prays God to 
him in that imminent danger, and vows to re¬ 
turn him thanks and praife for fo great a mercy. 
The hiftory which occasioned this pfalnrTmay be read 
in the twentyfourth chapter of the firft book of 
Samuel. 


Reflections. 

r p HIS prayer, which David offered qp to God 
when he was in danger of falling immediately 
into the hands of Sauli teaches us, that to the Lord 
we muff: apply for the help we ftand in need of; and 
the deliverance which God vouchfafed him in this ex¬ 
tremity, fhews, that the confidence of the faithful is 
never in vain; that God never wants means to deliver 
them from danger, and to change their forrow into 
joy and thankfgivings. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXLIII. 

K ING David humbles himfelf before God, by 
confeffing his fins; prays him to have regard to 
his deplorable condition, favourably to hear his prayer, 
to guide him by his Ipirit, and to deliver him from 
the danger he was in. 


Reflections. . 

I. r p H E prayer which king David makes at the 
■*- beginning of this pfalm, in thefe words. 
Enter not into judgment with thy fervant ; for in thy 
fight Jhall no man living be jufiificd; is of fuch general 
ufe, that there is no man who has not real'on to make 
it with humility and fervency. II. David's applica¬ 
tion to God in the time of trouble, teaches us, that 
whatever danger we are in, we ought to feek for fe- 
curity and*comfort in prayer, and truft in God ; and 
to this end we fhould meditate upon his works, and 
the many proofs he has given in all ages, of his lov- 
ing-kindnefs towards thole that fear him. But whe¬ 
ther. we are in affliction, or in any other ftate,. we 
ought, above all things, to beg of God grace to fear 
him, that we may feel the effects of his love, and be 
guided by his good fpirit; offering up continually to 
him this prayer: Caufe me to hear thy hming-kindnefs 
in the morning ; for in thee do 1 truft. Caufe me to 
know the way wherjein I fhould walk i for 1 lift up my 
foul unto thee. Teach me to do thy will ; for thou art 
my God: thy fpirit is good, lead me into the land of up- 
rightnefs. Eaftiy, When we obferve with what 
warmth David , in this and many other pialms, be- 
feeches God to deliver him from thofe who hated 
him, we muft imagine, we have not the fame reafons 
to make that prayer as this king had •, but if we have 

not 



iyo. PSALM CXLIV. 

not the fame reafon as he had, we ought heartily to 
implore the divine affiftance againft the enemies of 
our falvatiori, fince we are always liable to be aflaulted 
by them, and they are infinitely more to be feared 
than our temporal enemies.* • 

PSALM CXLIV. 

T HIS is a fong of thankfgiving for the victo¬ 
ries and deliverances which God had' granted to 
David j and a prayer for the profperity of the people 
of Ifrad. It is thought David compofed this fong 
after he had (lain Goliath. 

Reflections. • 

I. T"} AVI D\ thankfgivings to God for the vic- 
tories he had obtained, teach us to give glory 
to God for all the good things that bcfal usj and 
that it is he who protects pious kings, and, in gene¬ 
ral, all that fear him, and who delivers them from 
the greatell dangers. II. When God grants us any 
favour, we ought to add to our praifcs an humble 
acknowledgment of our own unworthinefs, and fay, 
with the moft profound fentiments of humility; Lord, 
what-is man , that thou takejl knowledge of him! or tie 
Jim of man , that thou makefi account of him! III. This 
pfalm teaches us, that plenty, peace, and temporal 
profperity, are the effects of the goodncfs of God and 
his providence; and that we ought to receive thefe 
blefiings with thankfulnefs, and to make a right ufe 
of them. But let us remember, that thefe temporal 
blefiings which the Jews afked of God, and which 
were promifed by the covenant made with them, are 
Bot the good things which chriftians (hould chiefly 
look after: Let us be dill more fenfible of the fpiri- 
tual blefiings which God grants us in the church. 
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and which fecure us the enjoyment of never-ceafing 
happinefs. A proipeft of fuch bleflings as thefe, 
gives us greater reafon than the Jews to fay. Happy 
is that 'people wbofe God is tb ; Lord. * 

PSALM CXLV. 

I. ■f"'V A VID here praifes God in a manner full of 
P J zeal and love, adores his majefty and his 
wondrous works, but efpecially his goodnefs tow/rds 
all men, and his love to thofe who fear and call upon 
him. This pfalm may be read with the greateft ad¬ 
vantage and edification. 

Reflections. 

r T'H IS pfalm is very proper to inflame our zeal, and 
to encourage us to praife God with a fervent de¬ 
votion. David expreflfes, in the moft affe&ing terms, 
the ravifhing joys and holy zeal with which the 
faints meditate upon the wonderful works of the Lord, 
and celebrate his power, majefty, truth and juftice, 
and above all his goodnefs and mercy, which are 
over all his works. David teaches us in this pfalm, 
that; as by the Lord all things were made, fo by him 
all things fubfift; that his providence extends even to 
the beafts; but his fatherly care he reprefents chiefly 
over thofe that fear him ; alluring us, that God is al¬ 
ways near them to defend them; that he hears them 
when they cry unto him; that he delivers them in 
their diftrefs, and. grants them their hearts defire. 
The confideration of all thele things ought to fill us 
with great love for fo good a God, lead us to imitate 
his goodnefs, infpire us with a fincere attachment to 
piety, which procures thefe precious advantages •, and 
animate us with ardent zeal to blefs him, to declare his 
ptaifes, and to glorify him for ever. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXLVI. 


T H E prophet vows he will praife God all the 
days of his life; and teaches us to truft in 
God alone, who is the governor of the world, and 
takes a particular care of the righteous. 


R E 


FLECTIONS. 


XXT’E may learn from this pfalm, I. That the beft 
ufe we can make of pur lives, is to employ them 
wholly in praifing and glorifying God’s holy name. 
II. That it is a great folly to put our truft in princes, 
or in any man, fince they are mortal, and therefore 
are mere weaknefs, and even as nothing; but to en¬ 
joy truehappinefs, we muft confide alone in God, who 
is the creator of the world, who loves truth and 
equity, does right to thofe that are opprefied, and de¬ 
livers them; and who will reign for ever for the de¬ 
fence of his people and children. 


PSALM CXLVII*. 

T HE Ifraelites are exhorted to praife Go$ on 
account of the works of the creation, and, 
for the favours he had done for their nation in par¬ 
ticular. 

Reflections. 

r T' HIS pfalm prefents us with, two grand mo- 
tives to induce us to love and praife God. I. 
The firft, which is common to us with the Jews 
and yith all men, is taken from the power and won¬ 
derful wifdom by which he governs the world. We 
here, fee that it is God who preferves all things, who 
fends fnow and run, who caufes the earth to bring 
forth its fruit, and who gives plenty and peace ; and 
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that therefore all thofe temporal blefilngs ought to 
be afcribed to his bounty, and improved to his glory. 
II. Another caufe for praifing.God, mentioned in this 
pfalm, is taken from the bleilings God bellowed on 
the Jews •, and particularly, in granting them, toge¬ 
ther with his protection, the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed in the land of Canaan , and giving them 
his holy word and his law. In this refpeft, we have 
Hill ftronger motives to praife the Lord, in confidera- 
tion of the Ipiritual bleflings vouchfafed to us; among 
which, the moll valuable privilege of all is, to- be 
enlightened by the gofpel and by the knowledge of 
his will. This is a favour which he has not vouch¬ 
fafed to all people; and therefore we ought - to ac¬ 
knowledge the worth of it, poflefling it with thank- 
fulnefs, and ufing it to the honour of his holy name, 
and to our own falvation. 

PSALM CXLVIII. 

D A VI D, in the tranfports of his zeal, invites all 
the creatures of heaven and earth to praiie the 
Lord, but chiefly mankind, and the Ifratlites in parti¬ 
cular. There is a great deal of beauty and fublimity 
in this pfalm. 

Reflections. 

YN this pfalm, as well as in many others, we learn, 
I. That it is God who has created, who preferves 
and governs all the'creatures that are in heaven, or 
upon the earth; the angels, the fun, the moon, and 
all the liars j that by his will, fire, hail, fnow, winds, 
mountains, trees, and the grals, fubfift in a regular 
order, and produce the feveral effe&s which we daily 
obferve. II. Let us confider, that as all thefe crea¬ 
tures, except the angels, are deftitute of reafon, they 
are faid to praiie the Lord, only as they afford us 

motives 
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motives to praife him, by the wonders which they 
fet before us ; and therefore, that it is man’s duty to 
blefs God, as he alone is capable.of knowing him by 
his works. III. We fee in this pfalm, that all forts 
of perfons are obliged to difeharge this duty ; that 
great and fmall, men and women, young and old, 
ought all of them to praife the name of the Lord. 
All in general, who have the happinefs to live in 
the pale of-the church, ought to fignalize their zeal, 
and join in giving glory to the creator of all things; 
and. it lhould be our moft ardent defire, that the name 
of the Lord our God may be blefied and praifed by 
us, and by all creatures, both now and for ever. 

PSALM CXLIX. 

T H IS is a pfalm of praife and thankfgiving, for 
the victories which the people of Ifrael had 
gained over feveral kings, by the divine afiiftance. 

Reflections. 

'"p HIS pfalm lhould ftir up all the s true members 
of the church, to fing and publilh the praifes 
of God, and to rejoice in him continually. And as 
the Ifraelites fung hymns of joy, bccaufe God' had 
made them triumph over their enemies, and the- 
kings that waged war with them ; we ought likewile 
to praife him for the care he has taken of his church* 
and for all the favours we have received from him *, 
but chiefly, for fubduing our Ipiritual enemies, and 
putting it in our power to triumph over them our- 
leives, and to be in all things “ more than conquerors, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord.” 


PSALM 
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PSALM CL. 

T HE pfalmift exhorts all men to praife God, be- 
caufd of his glorious majefty and his wonderful 
works, and to make life of holy inftruments for that 
purpofe. This concludes the whole book of pfalms. 

Reflections. 

HP HIS pfalm, which is the laft of all, fhould in- 
1 fpire all of us with a holy zeal, to praife with¬ 
out ceafing the majefty of God, his infinite power, 
and all his adorable perfections. This ought all of 
us to do, not only with our lips and voice, but chiefly 
with the heart; remembring, that if the Jews in their 
worlhip made ufe of mufical inftruments and many 
other ceremonies, God requires us to praife him 
and worlhip him under the gofpel chiefly with the 
heart, and with all pofiible zeal and affection. Let 
us, all our lives, difcharge fo juft and pleafing a duty * 
and let us, to this end, make a good ufe of the many 
noble exhortations and divine patterns of devotion 
contained in the Book of Pfalms ■, that after we have 
praifed and glorified God upon earth, we may glorify 
him eternally in the heavens with all the blefled (pints. 
Amen. 


'Tbs end of the book of Psalms. 
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OF 

SOLOMON. 


ARGUMENT. 

This book of Proverbs, which has king Solomon for 
its author , conftjis of two parts: I. The nine fir ft 
chapters, which is the firft part , contain the exhor¬ 
tations , inftruClions and advices., which wifdom die- 
■ fates to mankind. II. The other part , which begins 
at. the tenth chapter , is a collection of Proverbs and 
moral fentences , upon all manner of fubjeCls. It ap¬ 
pears that Solomon wrote the firft twenty-four 
chapters; The fentences of that prince, contained 
in the. fucceeding chapters , were collected together 
about 280years after , in the time of kit.g Hezekiah. 
The two laft chapters feem to have fome other au¬ 
thor. The fentences of this book are fbort , their 
Jlile figurative , after the manner of the eaftern wri¬ 
ters ; but their meaning is of the greateft importance , 
as they furnifh us with excellent inftruClions upon 
every kind of duty , and fuited to all perfons and 
conditions. 

CHAP. I. 

T H E firft chapter contains three parts: I. A 
preface, which Ihews the defign of this book, 
with an exhortation to acquire wifdom. 
II. A warning to Ibun wicked men, and not to fuf- 

fer 
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fer ourfdves to be feduced by them. III. Aq invita¬ 
tion which wifdom addreflfes to finners, in order to 
their corWerfion, with fevere threatnings againft thofe 
that harden their hearts, and refufe to*be converted. 

R E n E C T 1 O N S. 

H" 5 FI ERF. are three things'in this firft chapter, 
Which demand our particular attention. I. We 
are to obfervc, that the chief defign of this book, is 
to teach men prudence anti underftanding, and ena¬ 
ble them to attain true wifdom, which confifts in the 
fear of the Lord; that this is what all, young people 
efpecially, ought chiefly to apply themfelves to 5 and 
that this heavenly wifdom is attended with every blefs- 
ing and advantage. Thefe conliJerations flioulti dif- 
pole us to improve by the inftmclions contained in 
this book. II. Solomon teaches us, that in order to 
arrive at true wil'dom, we fhould (nun wicked men, 
and thofe who feek the hurt of their neighbours, lelt 
rhey fhould draw us into evil by their l'oiicitations, 
and by'their example® and we fhould be involved in 
rhe miferieS rhat threaten them. III. We ought to 
hearken ferioufly to that wife and grave remonftrande 
which wifdom, at the end of this chapter, addreffes to 
finn&rs, who, like fools, err from the right wav. We 
here fee very plainly, that God feeks finners, and 
makes them hear his voice ; that he omits nothing to 
withdraw them from evil; that he is ready to give 
them his grace and holy fpirit •, that he does not for- 
fake them, till after they have defpiled his counfels 
and abuled his pitience’j after which it is no longer 
tirhe for them to have recourfc to his mercy. This 
fets the goodnefs and juitiee of God in a clear light, 
and fhews that men may be happy if they will; and 
that if they are not, their perdition proceeds from 
themfelves ; and therefore, that they ought to hearken 
to the voice of God, and to the wholelbme inllrue- 
Yo/.. II. . M tions 
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tions he. gives them, and make good ufe of his long- 
fufiering and proffers of mercy, before it be too late. 


CHAP. II. 

S O LO MO N exhorts us above all things to la¬ 
bour for the attainment of true wifdom. I. He 
fhews, that it is the moft valuable thing in the world, 
and that God gives it to thofe who feek it fmcerely. 
II. He teaches us, that they, who feek after wifdom, 
and attain it, are filled with good, and are fecured 
from temptation *, but that they who depart from it 
to follow evil, and particularly fuch as give themfelves 
up to impurity, hurry themfelves into the greateft 
miferies. 


Reflections. 

'T' H E inftruflions which Solomon here gives us are, 
I. To hearken to the words of wifdom, to be at¬ 
tentive to its counfels, to feek it with alV-our heart; 
that, in order to attain it, we are to beg it of God, 
who is the author and fountain of it •, that it is not 
hard to attain, and that God gives it to all who fin- 
cerely defire it. II. This chapter fets before us the ad¬ 
vantages which accrue from the pofleflion of this di¬ 
vine wifdom; it communicates the knowledge and 
prudence we (land in need of, procures peace and tran¬ 
quillity, preferves from all evil, and particularly from 
the evil of temptation. By wifdom wfe may avoid the 
fnares of the wicked, need not fear the effefts of their 
malice, nor are we in danger of perifhing with them. 
Laftly, Solomon teaches us, that one of the advantages 
which wifdom procures to mankind is, that it pre¬ 
vents them particularly from falling into uncleannefs, 
and preferves them from thofe miferies which men 
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who follow fenfuality, and the inordinate defires of 
the flefli, are expofed to. 

CHAP. iti. 

I. C>OLO MO N exhorts men to follow the inftruc- 
Q tions of wifdom, to fear God, to truft in him, 
to honour him, and to fubmit to his corrections. II. 
That prince next defcribes the ex^glence of wifdom, 
and-the-great happinefs it procurefp Laftly, He ex¬ 
horts us to do good to all^ to hurt ho body, and to 
walk uprightly. 

It e f l fc c 1 1 o n S. • 

Q N this chapter we are to confider in general the 
^ grave and affe&ing exhortations which Solomon 
here addrefies to mankind, and his defcription of the 
happinefs of thofe wt\o give themfdves up to the 
guidance and direction of wifiidm. On this head he 
informs us, that he who fears God, and departs from 
iniquity, is more happy thah if he pofieifed all the 
treafuresj^arfd every thing that the world eiteems at 
the higheft rate •, that wifdom makes men er.joy the 
moft exalted pleafures, gives length of days, and is 
a fpring of life and biefling; that with it we need 
fear no evil, but may walk fecurdv, rifing up and 
lying down without terror, having God always for 
our protestor. Befides this, Solomon here recommends 
many particular duties: fuch are, I. To truft in God, 
and not in our own wifdom. II. To look up to God in 
all our ways, to fear him, and to depart from evil; 
III. To honour God by a holy and religious ufe of 
our fubftance, and of all the temporal advantages he 
confers on us. IV. To fubmit to his corrections, re¬ 
mem bring, that whont the Lord l'/velb , he corre. frtb ; 
even as a father the Jon in whom be dehgbtetb. V. Ne¬ 
ver to do an unjuft aCkion, or injure our neighbour, 

M 2 or 
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or to go to law with him withopt reafon .or neceflity; 
but on the contrary, to delight in doing him good, 
never deferring our afiiftance, when we have it in our 
power. The laft duty is, not to envy the wicked •, 
and to remember, that they who walk not uprightly 
arc an abomination to the L.ord, and that his curie is 
in their houfes; whereas God always bleffes them that 
live in uprightnefs. ... 


d$k a p. iv. 

1 . OOLOMOiV continues to exhort men to the 
^3 ftudy of wifdom, and to Ihew that it brings 
true glory and happiriefs to thofe who apply them- 
felves to it. II. He warns men to Ihun the company 
of the wicked, and their evil examples, and to fol¬ 
low conltantly the rules of piety and juftice. 


R E F L E C T*I O N S. 

A L, L, efpecially young people, find in this chap- 
^ ter very wholfome lelions, and powerful motives 
to lay hold of the inflrudions ; which are £ ; "ot them, 
to form in them a habit of piety and virtue*. Solemn 
exhorts us to efteem and love wifdom, and to labour 
above all things to acquire and keep it, 'alluring us 
that this makes men happy, and raifes them to the 
higheft pitch of glory. He teaches us moreover, 
that, in order to attain true wifdom, it is highly ne- 
ceflary' that we avoid the company and allurements of 
the wicked, fince the ways they take lead to death. 
Laftly, lie charges us to attend to the divine inftruc- 
tions of wifdom, to have them sflways before our eyes, 
to keep our ‘heart from every thing that may corrupt 
or feduce it •, and lo to order our a&ions, our dif- 
courfes and all our ways, that we may never turn 
away from, the right path. ' • ■ * 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. . V. 

T HIS chapter contains exhortations to Hum the 
irfegular defxres of the flelh, and to abftain 
from uncieannefs. 

Reflections. 

Q N this chapter it muft be remarked, that among 
other wholfome advice given unto men, wifdom 
recommends, in a very particular manner, to abhor 
uncieannefs, and to (hun perfons who live in debauch¬ 
ery. Solcm'on fpeaks of the ltrange woman, becaufe, 
as the nations bordering on the land of Ij'rcel lived 
very diflolute lives, the lfraclites were in great danger 
of being feduced by women coming from thofe coun¬ 
tries. He exhorts men very ftrenuoufly, and young 
men particularly, to avoid all fuch perfons: He fets 
before them the folly anti ftupidity of thofe who fuffer 
themfelyes jo be feduced by fenfual pleafures, the mi- 
feries they are expolcd to, and the injuries they do 
theijifelves •, reminding them, above all, that the ac¬ 
tions of men are all expofed to God’s view, and that 
he examines all their fteps. Thefe confide rations, 
added to the many other motives which the gofpel fur- 
nilhes us with, ought to infpire us with the grcatefl 
abhorrence of impurity. They teach us, that wif¬ 
dom and piety cannot dwell in a heart enflaved by this 
pafiion; that we ought with all pofiible care to avoid 
the temptations, opportunities and obje&s, which 
might raife loole deiires j and endeavour to be pure 
and chafte, both in body and fpirit. 


M 3 
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CHAP. VI. 

I. QiOLOMON advifes not to be toohaftv to en- 
[j ter into furetifhjp for any one with a Granger. 

II. ile exhorts us to avoid idlenefs, of which he re- 
prefents the fatal confequences 5 and to abhor malice, 
pride, cruelty and lying. III. He charges us to ab- 
ftain from unclearinefs, and to abhor thole - fins which 
it draws men into. 

Reflections. 

A N this chapter we are to confider, I. That the 
advice which Solomon gives, not to become fure- 
ty for another, does not mean, that we (hould never 
■ be bound for any perfon whatever ; but this prudent 
maxim means only, that no one Ihould ralhly engage 
for another; and that the JfrAelites , in particular, 
were to beware of being bound for others with ftrang- 
ers. This-was founded upon God’s command, that 
the Ifr 'aelites fhould not have any particular dealings 
with the neighbouring nations; and because fuch fure- 
tifhip occafioned feverai inconveniencies. l'l. We 
ought to remember well what the wife man faith of 
idlenefs, and of the great mifchiefs that attend* it: 
And above all, we ought to avoid it, becanfe it cor¬ 
rupts the mind and the heart, and leads us into temp¬ 
tation and into fin. III. Solomon has taught us, that 
God hates the proud and haughty, deceitful and cruel 
men; thofe who contrive mifchicf, who bear falfe 
witnefs, and fow divifion by evil reports. Since thofe 
who are guilty of thefe fins are an abomination to the 
J-ord, we ought utterly to abhor them, and remem- 
.ber, that they would be much more abominable in us 
than they were in the Jews. IV. Young men are 
here exhorted to follow the good inltrudtions of their 
fathers and mothers, and never to forget them. Laft- 

Jy> 
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Jy, The curfes denounced in this and the following 
chapter, againft adulterers and unclean perfons, prove, 
that the divine vengeance purfues them in a particular 
manner, and experience confirms the truth of thefe 
threatnings; but what the gofpel fays of thefe odious 
fins, fhould aflfe£t us ftili more, as it leaves not the 
leaft room to doubt but God will very feverely punilli 
thofe who give way to them. 


CHAP. VII. 

T HIS chapter contains exhortations to follow 
the rules and maxims of wifdom; and particu¬ 
larly, to ftudy to be chafte, and not to fufFer ourfelves 
to be feduced by impure and immodeft perfons. 

Reflections. 

THE frequent warnings of the wife man, from 
the beginning of this book, to guard men againft 
impurity, Ihew, that this fin is utterly inconfiilent 
with W :-£Wn and the fear of God j that none but 
thofe who are deftitute of prudence and piety, can 
givt any way to it j but that perfons truly wife avoid 
the fnares of fenfuality. We find in this chapter, 
that the impure and unclean are luxurious and impu¬ 
dent, difiolute in their lives, and fond of pleafures 
and finery. Solomon (hews, that we cannot too ftudi- 
oufly avoid perfons of this character j and that thofe 
who are drawn away by the lulls of the flelh, are like 
brute beads which have no underftanding, and haften 
to their own de£ru£tion. Thefe warnings will have 
ftili greater force,'if we confider, that befides the mife- 
ries which uriqjeannefs expofes men to in this life, ic 
hurries them into a ftate moil fatal to the foul, and to 
their eternal welfare; and we IhoulJ attentively weigh 

M 4 the, 
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the declarations of the gofpel on this head, which are 
ftill more exprefs than thole of Solomon. 


CHAP.. VIII. 

I. rpl H E divine wifdom invites men to receive her 
inltru&ions, and lay hold of the advantages 
which flie offers to them. 1 IT She declares that Ore 
was with God from the beginning-, that by her he 
finilhed all his works, and governs the world; that 
flie greatly bleiles thofe w-ho follow her inftructions ; 
and that thofe who rejed her make themlelvcs tr.ife- 
rable. 


Reflections. 

VU E here fee, I God’s great goodnefs, and par¬ 
ticular care in calling all men without excep r 
tion, even finners, to receive inftrudion, in withdraw¬ 
ing them from the follies and errors of the world, and 
communicating to them true wifdom. thus pre¬ 
venting them, and doing every thing that is necefiary 
to make them happy, God (hews, that if theydo.not 
arrive at whilom and happinefs, it will be wholly their 
own fault. II. In this chapter we learn, that divine 
wifdom is the molt excellent thing in the world •, that 
fhe has always been with God; that the world was 
made by her, and that by her all things fubfift in the 
order wherein we fee them ; that flie fets up kings, and 
gives them the prudence they ftand in need of; and 
that this v.iiuom, which was with God before the crea¬ 
tion, has been made it.anifeft to nUder men happy. 
1 his was in an efpecial manner fulfilled when the Son 
of Goo came into the woild, and declared to men the 
deftrine of falvation: And this ought' to induce us 
the more to make a good life ol the liilliudtions that 

are 
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ytre given us in the gofpel. Laftly, Solomon teaches 
us; that this heavenly wifdom is communicated only 
to thofe that love her and defire to receive herj that' 
in order to find her, we need only to defire and feek 
hfr •, that fire cannot dwell with pride apd diforderiy 
paffions; that thofe who hearken to her, are perfectly 
happy ; but that fuch as rejedt her wrong their owp 
fouls-, and wilfully engage in the ways of death. 


C II A P. IX. 


W ISDOM propofes, under the fimilitude of a 
feaft, the good things file bellows upon men j 
exhorts them to receive her inftructions, and warns 
them to avoid the temptations by which the foolifh 
and abandoned woman draws away filly men. 


Reflections. 

r T' HER E are three refledlions to be made on this 
chapter. I. That fince wifdom invites men, with 
lo much earneftnefs and tendernefs, to the enjoyment 
of her.good things, we ought to improve her gracious 
invitations^ renouncing the errors of the age, and fin- 
cer^ly applying ourfelves to the ftudy of true wifdom, 
which confifts in the fear of God, and which will 
bring us to an eternity of happinefs and glory. II. 
It muft be obferved, that thefe wholfome counfels of 
wifdom are not received by all alike •, that wife men 
hearken to them with pleafure, and improve them; 
but that worldly and profane men make a mock ac 
them, and only take occafion from them to grow 
wicked. III. This chapter fhews us, that it is one 
of the greateft follies, and moft dangerous errors, to 
fuffer ourfelves to be allured by the charms of volup- 
tuoufnefs; and that we cannot (land too much upon 
our guard .againll this temptation, fince it is lo fatal 
in,its confcquences to thofe who give way to it. This 



IS 6 PROVERBS, 

fcihg Solomon himfelf is a melancholy example of, 
who was by women led into idolatry in his old age. 

CHAP. X. 

H ERE the proverbs or wife fentences of Solomon 
begin. Thofe contained in this chapter, relate 
to the duty of children ; to ill-gotten goods ; to the 
happinefs of the righteous, and the unhappinefs of the 
wicked; to charity, and the love of peace ; to wif- 
<iom in difcourfe; to the, advantage of corrections ; 
to (landering; to the fault of fpeaking -too much ; to 
the benefit of converfing with wife men •, to the de- 
ftruftion of the wicked, |nd to the firm and certain 
condition of the righteous. 

RehhctIons. 

H E reflexions to be made on this chapter, are the 
following: That the greateft happinefs of fathers 
and mothers is, to have wife children; that goods 
gotten by injuftice, fraud, or extortion, never laft 
long j that the blefling of God, which is true 
riches, always reft* upon the upright *, that he who 
walks in integrity, walks fecurely; but that they that 
depart from the right way, fliall never profper; that 
we fhould avoid quarrels, and that charity covers 
other mens faults. Befides this,, we learn in this chap¬ 
ter, that we ought to be very prudent and difcreet in 
difcourfe; that it is a great fault to talk too much; 
that great talkers feldom fail of. falling into lying, 
flandering and other fins. Solomon tells us likewife, 
that what the wicked fear, befals them *, that at laft 
they come to ruin -, but that God grants the righteous 
what they defire; that the fear of the Lord prolongs 
life, and renders it happy; that the hope of the righte- 
qus fhall be gladncfs, and that they (hall never be 

movdd. 
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moved. Thefe are moft certain truths, and maxims of 
very great ufe, which we ought to have continually 
before opr eyes.. 


CHAP. XI. 

T H E fubje&s treated of in this chapter, are in- 
juftice and deceit, pride, integrity, the vanity 
of riches, the death of the wicked, the evils they occa- 
fion in the world, and the good which upright men 
do in it; fincerity and difcretion-, the fruits of righte- 
oufnefs, the punilhment of the wicked; the woman 
without virtue j covetoufnefs, ufury, and the folly of 
thofe that truft in their riches; and laftly, what be- 
fals good and bad men in this world. 

Reflections. 

\K 7 H A T we learn in this-chapter is as follows: 
* y I. That God abhors deceit and injuftice, and 
that we ought inviolably to adhere to integrity and 
uprightnefs, both in our words and aftions. II. That 
pride i§ attended with lhame, whereas humility leads 
to glory. ' III. 1 hat the wicked do much mifchief in 
thfe yvorld, and when they die their hopes perifh; but 
that the righteous procure great happinefs to cities and 
Hates, and that their happinefs is always immoveable. 
IV. That wile men avoid flander and tale-bearing, 
and are prudent in their difcourfes; but that great 
evils happen both to the public and to private perfons, 
for want of pruden.ce and good counfel. V. Thar, 
fooner or later, the wicked will be puniflied. VI. 
That a virtuous woman ought to be efteemed i' but a 
woman without virtue deferves contempt. VII. That 
it is a great folly to love riches, and to put our truft 
in them ; and particularly, that thofe that rejoice in 
times of fcarcity and dearth, and take advantage from 
it to enrich themfelves, (hall be accurfed. And iaft|y, 

that 
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that if even the rigKteous man is expofed to affliCiions 
in this world, the finner lhall not efcape divine Ven¬ 
geance, but fhall infallibly receive what ‘he has de¬ 
served. 

CHAP. xn. 

T HIS chapter contains fentences concerning cor¬ 
rection, and the ufcfulnefs of it \ the divine 
bleiling on good'men, and the punifhment of the 
wicked *, concerning virtuous women, prudence, mo- 
deity, humanity, (loth, finccrity, the profperity of 
the righteous, and the unhappinefs pf thole that give 
themleives up to fraud and injultice. 

Reflections. 

V\ 7 ’ E are to learn from hence, I. To love inftruc- 
* * . tion and correction ; and always to follow that 
which is right, fince that procures the divine favour. 
II. What is here faid of the worth of a prudent and 
virtuous woman, warns chriftian women o^tjatrir duty. 
III. Sclcmsn charges us to live modeflly, and not to 
affeCt grandeur and (hew ; to avoid cruelty and inhu¬ 
manity ; to 'be diligent and induftrious; to abhor 
fraud and deceit, and never to wrong any one •, to be 
prudent and fincere in our words; to love peace and 
to procure it; and conftantly to follow juftice and 
the fear of God, that being the way that leads to life. 
Thefe are maxims of the greateft importance, which 
we ought to pra&ile, not only becaufe they may con- 
tiibute to our happinefs in this life, but chiefly be- 
raii'.b they are in themfelves right, and in keeping them 
we d i what is acceptable to God, and procure his fa¬ 
vour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII/ 

T HE lefions of inflrudion in this chapter, re* 
gard prudent Children, fincerity, and caution in 
our words and actions, diligence and labour, mo- 
defly, pride, goods unjuflly gotten, the advantage of 
hearing the- inftrudlions of the wife, good and bad 
company, the neccffity of corredling children, and 
the bleffing that attends good naen. • 

Reflections. 

HP HIS chapter contains divers fentences •, the chief 
of which tend to inform us, how profitable it is 
to young people to be reproved and inliruiled; how 
important it is to be fincere, and at the fame time phi- 
dent and referved in our words; the great advantages 
of diligence and humility •, and on the contrary, the 
evils that proceed from flath, negligence and pride-, 
the curfe that follows goods unjultly gotten •, the ad¬ 
vantage we reap from tue company of perfons fearing 
God, cfrid the danger of frequenting thecompanv of 
the wicked. Laftty, Solomon teaches us, that God 
blefles the fubftance and pofterity of the upright; that 
thofe who love their children ought to chaltite them 
betimes; that the righteous (hall fee the accomplish¬ 
ment of their willies, and enjoy lolid peace; but that 
mifery will be the portion of fyihers who depart 
from their duty. 

C H A P. XV. • 

T HIS chapter treats about virtuous women, up- 
rightnefs, prudence, fallc witnels, wililom, and 
the? blindnefs of men in judging of 'thcmfelves; of 
falfe joy, credulity, wrath, liars, of imprudence; 

• defining 
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defpiflng the podr, and refpeX paid to the rich; of 
companion towards the miferable, of fincerity, the 
effects of the fear of God, of meeknefs, and of what 
occaiions the happineis or unhappinefs of kingdoms. 

Reflections. 

AMONG the reflexions, which this chapter lug- 
gefts, thefe particularly deferve our attention. 
Here we learn, that women do much good or much 
harm in families; that the mark of a man who fears 
God, is to walk in uprightnefs; that we ought always 
to fpeak in truth, and with prudence, apd to avoid 
infmcerity, lying and imprudence, in our difcourfe ; 
that men are apt to be deceived, and to think them- 
felves in the right way when they are in the road of 
deftruXion •, that the joy of the wicked ends in forrow 
and mifery *, that credulity, as well as wrath and en¬ 
vy, make men fall into many faults •, and that it is 
great wifdom to be meek and / moderate j that rich 
men are ufually honoured, but that poor and mean 
men are negleXed and defpifed; that it i$ affronting 
God to defpile the poor, but he that has companion 
•on them honours the Lord; that where the fear of 
God is, there is a fpring of life, a Arm affurance, and 
a prefervative againft the fnares of death. Laftly, 
That juftice and uprightnefs are the true glory of kings, 
and the greateft fecurity of ftates; but, on the con¬ 
trary, injuftice becomes their lhame and their mifery. 


CHAP. XV. 

T H E wife man makes mention of meeknefs and 
prudence in our words •, of the knowledge Gfed 
has of the behaviour of all men j of the prayers of 
the righteous, and thole of the wicked; of the man¬ 
ner 
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ner in which the wife and the foolifh receive correc¬ 
tions i of joy and contentment of mind •, of a mean 
eftate; of wrath; of idlenefs; of wife children; of 
the deftrultion of the proud and unjuft; and of the 
happinefc of men of integrity and humility. 

Reflections. 

FROM this chapter we may gather, that meek- 
nefs and difcretion in words produce much good; 
that God knows and examines the conduit and die 
hearts of all, both good and bad men; that inftruc- 
tions and correltions are very ufeful; that wife men 
receive them willingly; but that it is a fure mark of 
folly and blindnefs not to be able to endure them; 
that God blefles the righteous and hears their prayers, 
but rejects thofe of the wicked ; that joy and content 
is the greateft blefling of dur lives,- when joined with 
piety; that a little with the fear of God and with 
peace, is better than riches that bring trouble and 
wickednefs along with them; that anger and idle¬ 
nefs are attended with fatal confequences; that wife 
children* are a comfort to their parents; that God 
deftroys the impious and the proud; that the family 
of thofe who love dilhoneft gain fhall come to ruin ; 
but that God profpers thofe that .fear him, and do 
righteoufiy, and walk humbly before him. 

CHAP. XVI. 

S O LO MON Ihews, that God knows and dire&s 
the allions and thoughts of men; that in him 
we ought to put our truft ; that he does every thing 
with wifdom ; that he forgives fins; and that thofe 
who turn to him and fear him, obtain his favour ; 
iliat we ought to poflels nothing unjuftly; and that 
God hates pride and injuftice: He treats likewile 
• of 
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of the power and duty of kings, of the worth of* 
wifdom, of pride and humility, of prudence, of la¬ 
bour, of evil-fpealpng, of an honourable old age, of 
moderation, and of calling of lots. 


Reflections. 

*T' H E leflbns of inftrudlion which tlie, wife mpn 
A here gives us are, I. That God knows the hearts 
of men that in him alone we ought to place our 
truft; that he difpofes all things with profound wif¬ 
dom and perfect juftice; and that the miferies and ca¬ 
lamities of the wicked are an effe&of his juftice. II. 
That from God we may obtain pardon of fin and a 
reconciliation, provided we have recourfc to him by 
repentance, and fear him and depart from evil. III. 
That fince a little with rigbtcoufnefs is better than great 
Twenties without right ; and pride goeth before d 'ft ruc¬ 
tion ; we cannot too ftudioufly avoid injuftice, deceit, 
and haughtinefs. IV. S mo men exhorts thofe that are 
exalted above others to hate injuftice, to love virtue, 
arid upright men, and to make a good ufe of their 
authority. V. He exhorts us to apply ourfelves to the 
ftudy of true wifdom, and of the fear of God, Cnee 
that is more worth than all the riches in the world ; 
to be prudent, meek, moderate in our dilcourfe and 
aftionsj and’ to abftainfrom (lander, malice and 
wrath. VI. He teaches us, that a virtuous old age 
is very honourable, and that this blefling is ufually 
bellowed by God on the godly. Laftly, He declares, 
that God preftdes over the. lot, which plainly proves 
that he knows every thing; that he directs all things 
by his providence ; and chat nothing happens in the 
world but by his will. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII, 

T H E fentences of this chapter relate to concord, 
the fidelity of fervants, the knowledge God-.has 
of mens hearts, the contempt of the poor, the bleffing 
of families, the averfton that judges ought to have to 
lying, to taking bribes, and to injuftice ; others re¬ 
late to reproofs, to folly, ingratitude and quarrels 
others fpeak of the excellence of friendlhip, of the 
misfortune of having wicked children, of joy and 
forrow, of difcretion in fpeaking, and of filence. 

R-b flections. 

'1X7' E may learn from this chapter, I. That therfe 
v " are three things neceflary in order to make any 
family bappy j namely, peace, faithful lervants, and 
children brought up in virtue. II. That God fearches 
and examines the hearts of men, which is a powerfi^ 
motive to godlinefs. - III. That to defpife the pej^ 
and_to # rejoice at the evil which befals other men, is a 
“fm'againft God, and expofes us to his wrath. IV. 
Th§t magiftrates and judges ought to have a ftrong 
averfion againft lying and deceit, againft bribes and 
unrighteous judgments. V. That tale-bearers,tow di- 
vifion; but that feafonable reproofs are very ufeful. 
VI. That .ungrateful perfons, and thofe that return 
evil for good, (hall never be blefled. VII. That 
quarrels ought to be carefully avoided. VIII. That 
one of the greateft bleflings we can enjoy in this world 
is, to find true friends. IX.. That fince joy makes 
life happy, and forrow and vexation render it irkfome, 
we ought to apply ourfelves to the tear of God, which 
alone* can give true contentment and iacisfa&ion. Laft- 
ly, That one of the chief feffe&s of wifdom is to 
fpeak with difcretion, and to know when to hold our 
• Vol. II. N tongues. 
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tongues. Every one of us, according to our condi¬ 
tion and circumftances, fhould meditate upon thefe 
precepts, and conform our actions to them. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

i 

S OLOMON Ipeaks of peoples interfering with 
things which do not concern them ; of prudent 
and grave difcourfe; of refpeft of perfons in judgment, 
and of taking bribes. He talks likewife of quarrels, 
apd the' care which ought to be taken to put an end to 
them ; of idlenefs and flattery, and of truft in God ; 
of pride, and the deftrudtion that, attends it; ofralh 
fpeaking and judging; of the defire of the wife to re¬ 
ceive inftrudlion j of law-fuits; of 'the good and evil 
occafioned by the tongue of virtuous women; of pride 
on account of riches, and of the care which ought to 
be taken to preferve true triends. 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter king Solomon teaches us to ufe a 
great deal of prudence in our words and a&ions j 
■ to feek the converiation of wile men, and improve 
by their inftrudtions ; to exercife juftice •, to put an 
end to difputes, anti procure peace with all poffible 
care •, not to hearken to flatterers, nor take pleafure 
in their difcourfe, and to thun idlenefs. The wife 
man informs us likewife, that the name pf the I.ord 
is a fure refuge for the righteous •, that when men are 
pulled up with pride, their ruin is not far off; that 
very great mifehiefs are occafioned by tafli words; 
anti in general, that much good and evil proceed from 
the tongue. This chapter warns judges in particular 
not to refpeft perfons, not to take bribes, and to judge 
righteous judgment. Mere we fee, billy, that* a vir¬ 
tuous and prudent woman, is one of the greateft blels- 
ings God can grant in this life ; and that we cannot 

lit 
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jet too great a value upon faithful and virtuous friends. 
Wlien we read thcfe feveral fentences of Salomon, we 
Ihould not confider them barely as prudent lules and 
maxims, which tend to make men happy in this life, 
and prevent many temporal inconveniences •, hut we 
ought to look upon them as means of pleating God; 
and procuring his love and approbation : And this 
ought to be our principal view in the obfervation of 
them. 


CHAP. XIX. 

T H E fentences of this chapter relate to the judg¬ 
ment which wife men form of others, on ac¬ 
count of their poverty and riches, and the notions 
which the generality of mankind conceive of them on 
the fame account: Other fentences raiate to- impru¬ 
dence, to falfe witnefles, to the exaltation of unworthy 
perfons, to the care which ought to be taken in fup- 
prefling anger, and to the wrath of kings: Others re- 
prelent the good and evil that isoccalioned by.women; 
and by children the reward of charitable perfons ; 
jtli&.d»ty of corivdting children ; the evils anling irorn 
, anger, idlenefs, and being without the tear of God ; 
the? advantages of piety; the puniiliment and miferies 
which wicked men draw upon themfelves. 

Reflections. 

HP H E reffe&ions we fliould here make are, . 1 . That 
a poor man,. who walks in his integrity, is more 
valuable than a rich man without virtu ■; and there¬ 
fore that we ought not to efteem men becauie they are 
rich, nor dei'pife others for the ineannels of their con¬ 
dition. II. That it is of great importance to behave 
with prudence in all things. 111 . That falfe witnefles 
will not efcape unpunilhed. IV. That it is a great 
misfortune when mean and unworthy perfons are put 

N 2 * in 
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in Authority. V. That to know how to pardon inju*- 
ries, and to moderate our anger, is the efieft of great 
wifdom. VI. That women and children contribute 
much to the happinefs or mifery of families* and 
that we muft correct our children betimes, without be¬ 
ing withholden by a falfe tendernefs. This chapter 
teaches us likewife, that he who gives to the poor lends 
to the Lord , and God will pay him .again * that wrath 
and idlenefs are the occafion of many evils * that the 
true way to be happy to the end of our lives, is to 
keep the commands of God, and to fear him* and 
laftly, that the advantages of corredlion are great* 
that we ought to fubmit to it willingly * and that thofe 
who rejeft it, and laugh at inftrudtion, lay up for 
themfelves the greateft miferies. 

CHAP. XX. 

S OME of the maxims contained in this chapter 
relate to excefs in wine, to kings and their wrath, 
to law-fuits and (loth * others reprefent the praifes 
given to virtue, the happinefs which the pofterity of. 
the righteous enjoy, the corruption of men, God’s 
averfion to injuftice, the natural difpolition of children, 
and the price of wifdom * others fpeak of (tenderers, 
of rebellious children, of revenge, of ggods unjuftly 
gotten, of facrilege, of breaking vows, of the fecu- 
rity of Rates, and the true glory of young and old. 

Reflectio n’s. 

GOLO MON here recommends to us to avoid 
drunkennefs and intemperance, left we fall into 
quarrels and other diforders, which are the confequen- 
ces Of it * to reverence kings* to abftain from law- 
fuits * not to give way to floth, nor to content our- 
felves with praifing virtue, but to prafrife it alio. He 

teaches 
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teaches us, moreover, that the pofterity of good men 
are happy and blefled ; that no body can boaft that 
he is altogether pure and free from fin; that falls 
weights, lalfe meafures, and all forts of fraud, are 
an abomination to the Lord. He Ihews us too, that 
the good or bad dilpofition of men is difcovered from 
their moft tender age *, and that therefore we aught to 
take a particular care of the education of children from 
the very beginning; that indulging ourfelves in too 
much fleep is not confiftent with virtue; that true 
wifdOm is but feldom to be found; that we fhoukl 
avoid the company of flanderers and' tale -bearers; 
that a curfe attends difobedient children, as well as ill- 
gotten riches ; and that we ought never to return evil 
for evil. Laftly, We may gather from hence, that it 
is a great fin to commit facrilege, and not to perform. 
opr vows; that a righteous government is the happi- 
nefs of a nation; that young people ought to make a 
good ufe of the ftrength and vigour of their age; and 
that old age is honourable, when it is accompanied 
with virtue. 


CHAP. XXI. 

W E fee in this chapter, that the hearts of kings, 
and of all men, are in the hands of God ■, 
and that nothing is more pleafing to him than upright¬ 
ness. Solomon fpeaks here of pride, of riches acquired 
by injuftice,..of quarrelfome women, of hardnefs cf 
heart towards the miferable, of prefents, of the plea- 
fure which good men take in doing good, of the lov¬ 
ers of wine and good cheer, of the fruits of piety and 
wifdom, of flothful perfons, of the covetous, of the 
worlhip which the wicked pay to God, of falfe wir- 
pefles, and of the infinite power of the Lord. 
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Reflections. 

'T'f-lIS chapter engages us to make the following 
-*• reflections : That the hearts of kings, and of al( 
men, are in the hands of God, and that he is the 
judge §f all their thoughts that ro do that which is 
right and juft, is more acceptable to God than any fa- 
crifice; that he feverely puniflics the proud; that 
thofe who get riches by evil means labour for their 
own deftrudion; that women fhould avoid wrang- 
lings and difputes, and put J on a fpirit of meeknels ; 
and that he who is hard-hearted to the poor, fhall not 
be heard in the day of his calamity. We mav more¬ 
over from hence obferve, that the righteous dilcharge 
their duty with pleal’ure, but that it is v’ery painful to 
the wicked; that it is dangerous to love wine and gopd 
cheer; that he who addicts himfelf to piety, and the 
ftudy of wii’dom, finds liie and glory ; that covetous 
and fiothful men torment thcmfelves with vain wifhes; 
but that the righteous live contented, and love to give; 
that the prayers of the wicked are an abomination ; and 
laftly, that there is neither wiiclom nor counfel •th.'.iir, 
able to refill God ; and that lie is the protestor and de¬ 
liverer of thole that truft in him. 


C II A P. XXII. 

T II E fentences we are now going to read are con¬ 
cerning a good reputation - , -the providence of 
God, meeknefs, piety, the education of children,, and 
the fleceflity of correcting them betimes, charity, the 
ck-ftrudion of the wicked, (loth, the oppreflion of the 
poor, the care we fliould take to improve by inftruc- 
tions, the duty of princes ‘ and magiftrates, anger, 
land-marks and diligence. 


R E F L E 0- 
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Reflections. 

"C'ROM this chapter we may draw the following 
inftruftions : That a good reputation is ableffing 
which we ought by all means to endeavour to ac¬ 
quire and to preferve; particularly, that we may edi¬ 
fy others by it; that God is equally rhc maker of 
the rich and poor; and that he has made a difference 
in the conditions of men, for the good of fociety; but 
.that he will judge them all; that meeknefs, and the 
fear of God, compofe the whole happinefs of man ; 
that it is extremely important to give children a good 
education, the fruits of which appear through their 
whole lives, and to corredt them early ; that GocJ 
blefies thofe who help the poor ; that he takes in hand 
the caufe of the opprefied, arid makes thole who 
trample upon them fall into mifery ; that it is a very 
' advantageous and agreeable thing, to hear and follow 
the counfds of wifdom, and altogether worthy of thofe 
who govern the people ; that we fhould fhun the com¬ 
pany of angry people, and take care to do nothing 
dilhyjjeft •, and that labour and diligence procure greac 
advantages to men. Thefe rules are of very great 
ufe.in order to make men live happily in this world : 
But, above all, remember they are the indifpenfible 
duties which religion and confcience require of us, 
which fhould be our chief motive to make them the 
rule of our conduct. 

q 11 a p. xxm. 

I N this chapter the wife man teaches us to be fober, 
not to defire riches, nor accept a preient from an 
envious*or covetous man; to be prudent in our dif- 
courfes, and juft in all .our a&ions, particularly to 
the’ poor and fatherlefs ; to correct our children ; r.oc 
to envy the wicked ; to fly from drunkards and de- 
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bauchees; to honour our father and mother, to fcareh 
after wifdom slid truth, and to avoid impurity and in¬ 
temperance. 

Reflections. 


r T' pi E principal inftru&ions we meet with in this 
chapter,, are to be fober, and not dainty in eat¬ 
ing and drinking •, not to defire riches, but confider 
that they art- perifhing and tranfitory ; to receive no¬ 
thing fn>m the covetous, or of thofe that give with 
an evil heart; to be circumfpeft in words; not to re¬ 
move the bounds of mens poffeflions, nor to do any 
injury to the poor, remembering that they have a 
protedlor in heaven who will plead their caule. The 
wife man next recommends the chaftifing of children, 
and not being too indulgent to them; never to en¬ 
vy the.profperity of the wicked, but to give ourfelves 
to the fear of the Lord; to avoid the company of 
drunkards and tinterrpi-rate perfons, left we fall into 
the fame miiery with them. Children ought to learn 
particularly from hence always to honour their pa¬ 
rents, and not to defpife them when they are old. So¬ 
lomon again reminds us, that there is nothing we ougnc 
to attain or preferve with greater care than truth and 
wifdom. Laftly, What we read at the end of this 
chapter fhouid, in the mod powerful manne r, dilTuacle 
us from drunkennefs and impurity, not only for fear 
of the miferies which thefe fins expofe men to in this 
world j but efpecially on account of the evil of fb do¬ 
ing, and the punifhment which thefe fins will meet 
with from God in the life to come. * 


CHAP. XXIV. 

T HIS chapter contains fentences concerning en¬ 
vy » the care of getting wifdom and prudence \ 

the 
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the obligation we are under to defend them who are 
oppreffed ; the fear of God’s judgments: The divine 
protection of good men in affliction is likewife here 
treated of, together with the love of our enemies, the 
end of the ungodly, and the little rcafon we have to 
envy them; the fear of God; the honour due to 
kings-, impartiality in judgmentsj oeconomy, re¬ 
venge and floth. 

Reflections. 

^pHE effeCt which the reading of this chapter, 
-*■ ought to produce in us, is to teach us never to« 
envy the wicked, nor join ourfelves to them -, to make 
it our chief care to get wifdom -, to comfort and de¬ 
fend the afflicted, and to fear the judgment which 
God has jhreatned againft thofe who have no pity on 
them. The wife man next teaches us, that if the 
righteous often fall into affliction, the Lord delivers 
them j which is the meaning of tMIs fentence, A juft 
man falletb/even timrt, and rljrth uf again: For So¬ 
lomon did not mean, that the mod righteous man falls 
-Lv'ciftimes a day into fin, as fcveral do falfly explain 
it. It appears from this chapter, that a wife man, 
and’one that fears God, never rejoices at the evil that 
befals his enemies, nor is jealous at the profperity of 
the wicked. He fears God, and honours his fuperi- 
ors i he lives peaceably, without meddling in things 
that do not concern him ; he has no refpeCt to men 
in the exercifc of juftice, and renders to every one 
exaftly what is his'due ; he never returns evil for evil, 
and abftains from revenge; he is prudent and in- 
duftrious, and guards againft idlenefs apd floth, not 
only becaufe they are attended with poverty and ma¬ 
ny evils, but above all, becaufe they are an obftuek* 
to virtue, and corrupt the heart. The gofpel'pre- 
icribes the fame rules, and in a more perfect manner, 

which 
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which lays us under a ftill greater obligation not to de¬ 
part from them. 


CHAP. XXV. 

T H E wife man makes feveral remarks on the 
greatnefs and duty of kings; on humility, quar¬ 
rels, fecrecy, words fpoken in feafon, and reproofs. 
He propofes rules concerning liberality, meekriels, 
temperance; the correlpondence we ought to main¬ 
tain with our neighbours ; the care wc fhould take to 
• comfort the afflicted; the love of enemies, and the 
way to reitrain flanderers. LafUy, He fpeaks of 
quarrelfome women, of the ill effects produced by an- 
ger^ and by the righteous falling into fin. 

Reflections. 

npIIAT which^is laid of the greatnefs of kings, 
at the beginning of this chapter, thews, that they 
ought to be honoured; and if they would be happy, 
they fhould remove evil men from them. 
next teaches us, not to feek aiter vainglory, but "to 
be humble; to avoid difpufes; to keep fee rets i to 
fubmit to reproof with chearfulnels ; not to boaft of 
any thing, elpecialiy of wha: wc have not; by mild 
fpeeches to appeafe thofe who are enraged, and to be 
fober and temperate. He advifes us not to engage 
ourfelves too far in the affairs of the world, but to Jive 
in a religious retirement ; and to behave ourfelvcs 
charitably and prudently towards the afflifted. lie ex¬ 
horts us to return good for evil, in thole words which 
Sc Paul quotes, Rom. xii. Ij thy enemy be hungry, 
■give ban b>end to eat ; and if he be tbirfiy , give ban 
water to drink ; for thou Jbait heap coals of fire upon Lis 
leai\ 'that is, by this means we fii^il gain our ene¬ 
mies, ‘and deliver them from a great evil, and (hall 
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do a good work which God will reward ; or if they 
ftill continue to hate us, t' ey will be utterly inexcus¬ 
able. Towards the end of this chapter, the wife man 
teaches us, that the way to filence flanderers is to dif- 
courage them, and let them know we takfe no delight 
in hearing them. He obfcrves, that the fall of the 
righteous occafions great evil, and is a dangerous ex¬ 
ample ; and the wicked think, though very unreafon- 
ablv, that this gives them authority to fin. Laflly, 
He fays it is a token of great weaknefs, not to be 
mailer of our own temper, nor to be able to refill an- 
ger. 


C H A P. XXVI. 

T H E fentences in this chapter are upon the fol¬ 
lowing fubjects: The advancement of wicked 
men, ralh curies, the evils that proceed from folly, 
and the way of replying to fools, that is, to Inch as 
want wifdom and viirue their obftinacy in fin, their 
good opinion of them lives ; idlenels, contention, the 
taithlefihcfs of thole who deceive their friends, quarrels, 

■ huekfiS^gg, diflimulation and flattery. 

Reflections. 

r P PI E reflections this chapter affords us are as fol- 
low : That honour and preferment are not fit for 
people without merit and without virtue; tharcurfes 
pronounced againlt any one, only harm the perfoh 
that utters them; that thole who are void of whilom, 
fall into contempt and mifery, and occafion many 
evils to others ; that we ought ro behaveourlilvcs dif- 
creetly towards fuch perlons, and to anfwer them or 
be filent as prudence (hall require. We may farther 
learn from hence, that the greatefl folly, and that 
which we are ll-ldom cured of, is to have too high an 

opinion 
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opinion of ourlelves; that idlenefs is a vice that 
makes a man incapable of doing any gopd, or of 
hearkning to any advice; that it is great imprudence 
to concern ourfelves in the quarrels of others •, that if 
there were no tale-bearers, there would be no animofi- 
ties, and that they are the authors of many evils i that 
it is great perfidioufnefs to deceive one’s friend, and to 
pretend friendlhip, whilft the heart is filled with hatred- 
and ill defigns, *and that flattery Ihould be banilhed 
from our converfation. Chriftians fhould abhor all 
thele vices, as utterly unworthy of our chriftian call¬ 
ing •, ftudying meeknefs, charity, humility and fince- 
rity, in their words and actions. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

T HIS chapter treats of the uncertainty of life 
and of all events •, of the praifes men give thcm- 
felves, of jealoufy, of reproofs, of the excellence and 
the duties of true friendlhip, of bad women, of the 
efFedts of praife and flattery, of incorrigible perfons, 
and of oeconomy. 

Reflections. 

Hr I II S fentence of Solomon , Boaft not thyfelf of to¬ 
morrow , for thou knowejt not what a day may 
"bring forth ; warns us of the vanity of life,. and the 
uncertainty of events, and therefore that it is great 
folly to depend upon the future. -The wife man ob- 
ferves next, that to praife one’s fdf is not confident 
with prudence or humility \ that we ought ftudioufly 
to avoid anger.and paflion} that thofe who reprove 
us with fincerity are our belt friends •, that on the con¬ 
trary, thofe who are flattering and infincerc, are our 
enemies; that true friends are a very great treafure. 
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and that we ought never to forfake them. Women 
are taught in this chapter to avoid a ftiarp and quar- 
relfome, and to be clothed with a peaceable and quiet 
fpirit. We likewife learn here, that there are fome 
people fo incorrigible, that neither warnings nor cor- 
redions can alter them. Laftly, The rules about in- 
duftry and oeconomy which Solomon here gives us, 
fhould be v^ell obferved, not only becaufe induftry is 
•profitable to this life, but chiefly becaufe application to 
iome lawful bufinefs is a means of living innocently ; 
and a plain and induftrious life is a help to piety, and 
an inftrumeiit of falvation. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

T HIS chapter contains excelleht fentences upon 
the date of a good and bad confcience; about 
government, oppreffion and integrity : Upon children 
who apply themfelves to piety and virtue, or depart 
from it*, on juftice, ufury, and the obfervation of 
God’s commands on the exaltation of good men, the 
itfar of God, tyranny, diligence, fincerity, and' re- 
fped pf «erfbns j on the miferies which envious and co¬ 
vetous men are expofed to •, on reproof, and the fin of 
children robbing their parents*, and laftly, on pre- 
fumption, and charity to the poor. 

Reflections. 

HIS fentence. The wicked flee when no man pur- 
fuetb *, and the righteous are hold as a lion *, de- 
ferves to be well confidered, as it (hews, that an evil 
confcience is generally in fear, whereas a good man is 
always calm and ftcady. This chapter teaches us 
farther, that God fometimes punifhes a people by 
theif governors, therefore that good princes aiul ma¬ 
gi [traces 
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gillrates are a peculiar blefling to a ftate; that a poot 
anti honeft man is more worthy of efteem, than .a 
rich man without virtue; that wile child ran are a 
glory to families, but wicked children a difgrace; 
that he who increafes his goods by injuftice and ex¬ 
tortion, heaps up riches for others; that the Lord rc- 
je&s the prayers of thofe who tranfgrefs his law ; that 
every body ought to be glad when the righteous are 
exalted, but that it is a great misfortune when the 
wicked bear rule. This l'entence deferves our parti¬ 
cular attention : He that coveretb bis Jins , fljnll notpro- 
fper ; but•w'ocfj confejfetb and forfakeih lbcm,Jhall have 
mercy : Ami this other ; Happy is the man that fcaret!) 
alway. Thefe words teach us, that without confes- 
fion of fins, there is no forgivenefs to be obtained, 
and that the fear of God is a fountain of true happi- 
neis. In this chapter we learn alfo, that idlenefs pro¬ 
duces mifery; that juftice is to be exercifed without 
partiality •, that envy and avarice only make men mi- 
ferable •, that thofe who reprove us are molt deferving 
‘of our love ; that it is a great fin in children to fteal 
from their parents; that a good opinion of one’s felf, 
is a fign of extream folly ; and laftly, that th®fc whp 
give’ to the poor will never want, while the Uncharit¬ 
able are accurfed. 


CHAP. XXIX. 

T H E wife man fpeaks of thofe that love not to 
be reproved; of the advancement of the righte¬ 
ous and of the wicked; of the impure ; of kings and 
governors, and of flatterers; of the good that wife 
men do to others, and of the evil oocafioned by the 
wicked; of the care which every one fhoukl take to 
procure peace, and command his temper; of the pu- 
niflwflent it is to any people to be deprived of God’s 

word; 
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word ; of the neceffity of correfting fervants ; • of 
men that are hafty and rafb in their words and a&ions; 
and laftly, of anger pride and injuftice. 

Reflections. 

\\T HAT we are to gather from this chapter is, 
that thofe who will not bear reproof, are their 
own enemies ; that the impure are expofed to great 
miferies; that a nation governed by good princes is 
very happy, but no lefs miferable when its rulers and 
magiftrates are lovers of bribes, and have under them 
men without virtue that flattery is a fnare which 
every wife man (hould fhun; that wife and pious men 
are very ufe’ful in the world, but that wicked men do 
.much mifchief in it, and are enemies to the righteous. 
This chapter teaches us alfo, that it is wife and pru¬ 
dent to fhun difputes, to calm bur patfions and re¬ 
frain anger; that we ought to undertake to defend 
good men; that children, duly corredbed, are a joy 
to their parents ; that people without inftru&ion and 
the fear of God are corrupted 3 nd deferve our pity ; 
that we ought to behave with prudence towards our 
fervants •, that we ought never to engage ourlclves m 
the .fociety of wicked men; and that thofe who par¬ 
take with them, and make advantage of their injuftice, 
become partners of their crimes. Laftly, SJom.n 
teaches us, that anger hurries men to the commifiion 
of many fins j that pride brings men low, while hu¬ 
mility exalts them v and that the fureft way to be al¬ 
ways in a fettled condition, is to trurt in Gou, and to 
walk uprightly. 

CHAP. XXX. 

I N this chapter dgar confcfles man’s meannefs a.'.d 
the majefty of God, and prays him to give hit 
neither poverty nor riches. 


Ref 
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Reflections. 

E are chiefly to obferve from this chapter thefe 
two things : I. That what is here faid of man’s 
meannefs and God’s omnipotence, fhould produce in 
us a lively ienfe of our own weaknefs, of the divine 
majefty, and our dependence on God. II. That a 
middling ftation in life is the moft happy and defirable j 
which Agnr has exprefled in this beautiful prayer: 
Give me neither poverty tier riches ; feed me with food 
convenient for me. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

T HIS chapter may be divided into two parts ; 

the firft of which contains inftrudtions, which 
the mother of king Lemuel (fuppofed to be Solomon) 
gave him to reftrain him from fenfuality, from unjuft 
wars, and from drunkennefs; and to engage him to 
protect the weak, and to govern juftly. And the fe- 
cond part contains thepraifes of a virtuous woman. 

Reflections. 

*"p H E inftru&ions which are contained in the. firft 
part of this chapter, delate chiefly to kings and 
governors, and tend to reftrain them from impurity, 
from unjuft wars, and from intemperance; and to in- 
fpire them with fentiments of equity and juftice; yet 
there is none who is not bound to follow thefe good 
inftrudtions, and to ftudy charity, fobriety, and 
the love of peace and juftice. The fecond part of 
this chapter teaches us, that the qualities which 
render women praife-worthy, are diligence and in- 
duftry, good houfewifery, love of their hufbands 
and children, charity to the poor, diferetion and 
wiftlom in their difeourfe, and above all the fear of 
God. Here wc learn, that the life of the women 

in 
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in thofe times, even of thofe that were rich, was 
plain and induftrious; find that they laboured with 
their hands to fupply the neceflitics of their families.^ 
However, we muft not fuppofe, that what is faid in* 
this chapter regards only the maxims and duties of 
oeconomy. Religion requires of women the fame 
duties and qualities which 6Wo»w«*praifes in perfons 
of that fex, and which recommend them in the fight 
of God. This St Paul fliews, when he praifes wo¬ 
men who take care of their children, who flay at 
home and guide the houfe, who exercife charity, and 
who pra&ife with care all manner of good works 
and when he blames, on the other hand, thofe that 
are idle, tattlers and bufy-bodies, wandring about 
from houfe to houfe. Wherefore chriftian women 
ought to give particular attention to what is faid in 
this place. 


‘The end of the Book of Proverbs. 
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ECCLESIASTES. 


ARGUMENT. 

The defign of king Solomon in this book, is to expefe 
the vanity of the world, and of human life \ and to 
/hew, that 4 he only way to be happy, is to fear Gcd, 
and to keep his commandments. 

CHAP. I. 

I. ff^OLOMON teaches, that every thing in*this 
world is vain and uncertain; and particu- 
larly, that the knowledge of things here, 
below, and the labours of men, cannot give them 
content of mind. II. lie confirms this by his own 
experience. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

T H E whole book of Ecchftajles , and particu¬ 
larly this chapter, tends to inflruct us in the 
vanity and inconftancy of the world, and of our own 
lives 5 and to teach us, that every thing here is in a 
continual change, and that the pains which men take 

for 
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for the • things below cannot make them _ happjh . 
This truth we ought not to be lefs convinced of than 
Solomon was; nay, the vanity of the world Ihould 
even more eyidently appear to thofe who enjoy the 
light of the gofpel. Wifdom therefore, and our duty, 
require us continually to remember, that all is vnnily ; • 
which will be an effectual remedy againfl the love of 
the world, and a fubjech'on to our paflions. This 
meditation fhould likewife engage us to blefs God, 
that we have in the knowledge and fear of him a 
remedy agairift this vanity, to which all things are 
iubjeft. And fince the pains which men take tc*get 
pollefiion of the advantages of this life, and to ac-. 
quire the wifdom of this world, is nothing but trouble 
and folly ; prudence requires us to apply ourfelves 
to a more ufeful and neceflary talk, and labour to get 
true wifdom, which confifts in the fear of God, and 
which can only impart to us folid content and p?r- 
feft happinefs in the courfe of this life, «nd even after 
death. 


CHAP. II. 

I. O OLOMON lhews, by his own experience, the 
vanity of thofe things which men moft highly 
efteem in this world. He fays, that after he had en¬ 
deavoured tofatisfy himlelf with pleafures, with build¬ 
ings, riches and magnificence, he found that all \$as 
nothing but vanity. . II. lie adds, that he had made 
the fame judgment of the conduct of men, and of 
their labour in Requiring worldly wildom and pru¬ 
dence, or in heaping up riches'. 

Reflections. 

V 

E ought to take great notice of what is faid 
in this chapter. We. here find a grea^. king, 
after he had lived in pleafures, magnificence and 

- O 2 plenty. 
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plenty, acknowledging, that all is nothing but va¬ 
nity. The example of Solomon fhould make us own 
the worthleffnefs of riches, pleafures, honours, and 
of all that men purfue upon earth, and the folly of 
letting our hearts upon them. But what Jefus Chrift 
in the gofpel fays upon this occafion, iliould yet more 
llrongly convince you of.this truth. Solomon 's re¬ 
flexions on the trilling advantages attending that 
wifdom which is confined to the things of this life, 
deferve to be well weighed ; and lb. do his remarks on 
the folly of thole perl'ons, who weary themlelves in 
hewing up riches ; and when they die, leave them to 
others, and fometimes to perfons they do not know. 
Thefe confiderations lhould lead us to leek true wif¬ 
dom, and teach us to moderate our defires after the 
good things of this world,' and direX us what ufe to 
make of them •, and to avoid that attachment of heart, 
and thofe exedflve cares, that render a man miferable 
in this life, and rob him of peace of mind here, and 
of the happinefs of the life to come. 

C II A P. III. 

I. QOLOMON /hews, that all tilings in this world 
have their feafon, and are liable to change ; and 
concludes from thence that it is the hell thing to be 
content, and to apply ourfclvcs to well-doing. II. He 
fpeaks of the unrighteous judgments pronounced by 
magillratcs. Laltly, He ubferves that all men are 
njortal; and that upon this account there is no dif¬ 
ference, with rcfpeX to the body, between them and 
the brute beafts. 


Reflections. 


I. Vy H A T Solomon teaches us concerning the 
▼ inconftancy, and the continual .change of 
worldly things, and of the life of man, lhould con¬ 
vince 
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vlnce us, that folid happinefs is not to be found in 
things fleeting and tranfitory: II. This fhould ex¬ 
cite us to aft wifely, to make a goodufe of time and 
of the opportunities that'offer of procuring this hap¬ 
pinefs. III. Since God prefides over the changes 
which things here below are fubjeft to, and manifefts 
in them his wifdom, juftice and goodnefs •, it is our 
duty as well as happinefs to fubmit in all things to 
his providence, and to events, as he is pleafed to dif- 
penfe them. IV. This chapter likewife teaches us,* 
that whatever confufion and diforder we difcover in 
the world, God knows every thing that is done in it; 
that he examines particularly the behaviour of judges; 
and that if they commit any injuftice, he will call 
them to account for it. Laftly, It is to be confi- 
dered, that if Solomon fays men die as *thc beafts do, 
he only fays it in relation to the death of the body ; 
for he teaches us in this very chapter, that Ccd flail 
judge the righteous and the Kicked-, and that there 
is a time appointed for evety pitrpofe , and for every 
work : And he fays exprefsly, at the end of this book. 
That when the- dujl returns to the earth as it was, the 
fpirit flail return to God who'gave it-, and that G:d 
jhall,bring every work into judgment , with every feent 
thing , whether it. be good , .or whether it be evil. 
The confequence therefore to be drawn from this 
chapter is, that we ought to ufe the things of this 
prelent life with thankful nets and moderation j but 
apply ourfelves, above all things, to fear and pleafe 
God. 


C II A P. IV. 

S OLOMON deferibes the innocent under oppref- 
flon ; the envy that one man bears to another; 
the idlenefs of feme, and the pains which others take 
to get riches; the advantages of lociety, and the in- 

O j ' conveniences 
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conveniences of being friendlefs. and alone; and 
laftly, he fpeaks of men exalted to rule over others. 

Reflections. 

I. HP n E wife man’s obfervation in this chapter, 
A that the innocent are often opprefled, and, 
comfortlefs, is a proof of the vanity of the world; 
but it proves that there is a God, who will render 
to every one according to his works; and therefore, 
.that we mud not judge men to be happy or miferable 
by what befals them in this world. II. The envy of 
one man againft another is a farther proof of the va¬ 
nity of this life; but this paftlon ought to be banifh- 
ed from the heart, fince it only ferves to torment us 
unprofitable, and beiides is inconfiftent with charity 
to our neighbour, and with the fubmiflion we owe to 
the will of God. 111 . Solomon teaches us, that it is a 
great folly to harrafs and torment ourfelves in getting 
riches together, fince we do not know oftentimes into 
whole hands they will fall. IV. He oblerves, that it 
*Ss very advantageous, and very agreeable, to be united 
in friendfhip, provide^ it be with virtuous perfons. 
V. We here learn, that wifdom is preferable to all 
worldly goods ; and that a poor and wife man is more 
excellent than kings that want wifdom. Laftly, So¬ 
lomon obferves, that men are attached only to thole 
from whom they hope to receive; and that they for- 
fakc great men when they have no more to expect of 
ihem. This fhews, that there is much vanity in the 
judgments of men, and in worldly greatnefs; and 
therefore we are not to depend upon happinds from 
thefe things. 


CHAP. V. 

S OLOMON here gives advice, I. .Concerning 
ralhnefs and hypocrify in divine lervice, vows 
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and unrighteous judgments. II. He reprefents the 
folly of covetous men, and the vanity of riches ; and 
laftly, he direfts us what ufe to make of the good 
things which God h^th given us. 

Reflections. 

T E T us learn from this chapter, I. To prefent 
■ L/ ourfelves before God with great refpeft, efpecial- 
ly when we enter into places let apart for religious , 
worfhip, and to take heed to our thoughts and words, 
when we appear before him. II. That it is an in- 
diipenfible dutyexaftly to perform the vows we make; 
and that it is much better never to make than to 
break them. 111 . That if princes and magiftrates 
do not exercife juftice, we mull believe that there is 
a God in heaven that fees it, and will judge them for 
it. IV. That a fondnels for riches and pomp will 
neither prolong life, nor make a man more happy; 
that, on the contrary, they produce more trouble and 
anxiety ; that men who get their living by labour, 
enjoy more fweetnefs and repofe than thole who pof- 
lids great eltatca *, that the more men have, the more 
their cares increafe -/that the rich cannot enjoy their 
own riches; that they die like other men, without 
enjoying any folid latisfa&ion ; and that they know 
not what will become of their eftates after their death. 
Laftly, We muft remember, that when Solomon fays. 

It is good and comely for a man ' to eat , and to drink, 
and to enjoy what he hath •, his meaning is not that 
we fliould give way to fenfuality and pleafures. V?e 
cannot afcribe iuCh a thought to him, if we confidcr 
what is laid in this chapter, of the reverence with 
which we ought to prefent ourfelves bafore God, of 
vows, of the judgment which God will pals on thole 
who judge others, and of the joy which he Ihcds 
abroad in the hearts of good men. His meaning 
is only this, that when God grants us wealth, we 

O 4 oiight 
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ought to' be content with it, to receive it, and pof- 
feis it as his gracious gift, and ufe it with lobriety 
and gratitude •, but never to place our happmefs in 
it. Thefe are Solomon's real feqtiments •, and thefe 
are particularly the fentiments which the gofpel in- 
fpircs. 

CHAP. VI. 

T HIS chapter reprefents the vanity and milery 
of thole, who having received riches from God, 
know not how to make a good ufe of,them, and are 
never eafy nor contented. 

Reflections. 

* r H E reflections which Solomon makes in this chap¬ 
ter, are very proper to moderate the heat of mens 
purfuits after earthly goods. The vanity of their la- 
bouis appears, not only in their not knowing how.to 
enjoy the good things which they fo eagerly purlue ; 
but chiefly in this, that they are depiived of the 
greatcfl blefling of life, which is eak and a con¬ 
tented fpirir, and cannot fecure thfmlelves any thing 
for the future. The gofpel gives us ilill clearer di¬ 
rections on this head, when we are told, that / bey 
that vnll be rich, fall into temptation and a fnare , and 
into many foolijh and hurtful lujls. That the love of 
money is the root of all evil:, and that godlinefs vsith 
content is great gain. 

CHAP. VII/ 

I. HP' HIS chapter treats of meditating on death ; 

J. of reproof, and the ufe that fliould be made 
of it; of patience, of the worth of wililom, of the 
manner of behaving in profperity and adverfity •, of 
what happens to the righteous and wicked in this 

world i 
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world *, of the inconveniencies which men bring upon 
themfelyes by want of moderation and equity, and 
by preiuming upon themfelves; and of the advan¬ 
tages attending the fear of God. II. Sclcmon adds, 
that all men are liable to fin, and that we muft not 
bufily enquire what people fay of us, nor make our- 
felves uneafy about it. Laftly, He fpeaks of women 
void of virtue, of the evils occafioned by them, and 
of the ftate in which God created man at the begin* 
ning. 

Reflec tto n s. 

TN this chapter we have feveral excellent inftru&ions. 
A I. That it is very necefiary to think upon death; 
and that it is more ufeful to mourn than to give our- 
felves up to mirth. II. That wife men hearken with 
pleafure to thofe that reprove them, and are mild and 
gentle in their difcourfe, and in their whole behaviour. 
III. That riches are a blefiing, only when they are at¬ 
tended with wifdom and virtue. IV. That God does 
all things with perfcft juftice, that it is he who vifits 
men with profpcrity and adverfity, and that we fhould 
make a good tile of both. V. That we ought not to 
be ftaggered or offended, if we fee the wicked live 
happily and long, nor if the righteous fuffer. Thefe 
words. Be not righteous over-much , neither make.thyjelf 
over-wife , muft not be underftood as a caution not 
to.be too good or too wife, fince we can never be 
wife and good enough, nor ufe too many endeavours 
to become fo; but Solomon fpeaks this againft thofe, 
who, when infiftifig upon their awn right, or pafting 
judgment upon others, proceed with the utmoft ri¬ 
gour and leverity, not oblerving the rules of modera¬ 
tion and equity; and are fo prefumptupus and con¬ 
ceited, that they want to direift* every thing, and 
bufily meddle with what no ways concerns them. 
The wile man teaches us likewile, that all men are 

liable 



218 ECCLESIASTES, 

liable to fall into ibme fault, and therefore they ought 
to bear one with another. He advifes us not to be 
inquifitive, nor make ourfelves uneafy about any 
thing that others may fay of us; as this would be 
apt to rob us of our peace and tranquillity, and tempt 
us to refentment and ralh judgments. What is laid 
of women, towards the end of this chapter, lhould 
be well underftood. As the fcripture often fpeaks of 
women illuftrious for their virtues, and Solomon him¬ 
ielf praifes fuch, Prov. xii. .j.— xviii. 23.—xxxi. 10. 
he could not mean, that a virtuous woman was no 
where to be found : There is, in this refpedl, no dif¬ 
ference between the tw 4 o fexes. But Solomon 's mean¬ 
ing is, that having fearchcd out the reafdn of all the 
wickednds that palles in the world, ver. 25. he had 
found, that there was nothing more wicked and dan¬ 
gerous than a dilorderly woman, fuch as he deferibes, 
ver. 26. that her malice and artifice are lcarce to be 
conceived ; nor can they who have fullered the.mielves 
to be furprited by her, without the utmolt difficulty, 
efcape her inares. Solomon therefore does not; (peak 
of women in general, but of fuch as he had been 
deferibing. One realbn, no doubt, which made this 
king talk thus, was his being himfclf feduced by 
women. See 1 Kings xi. Laltly, Solomon teaches’us, 
that God has made man upright, but that he has wil¬ 
fully corrupted himielf •, from whence it follows, that 
we ouglv not to afcribe man’s depravity to Gdd, finpe 
it is w holly owing to himielf. 


C II A P. VIII. 

T il K inductions contained in this chapter relate 
to the excellence oi will lorn, to the refpedt due 
to kings, to pruucncc, to the uncertainty of events, 
and the certainty of death; others rcprelent the abule 

men 
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men make of God’s patience, the prefent condition of 
good and bad men, and the ufe we ought to make of 
the advantages of life. 

Reflections. 

np H E principal inftru&ions which the wife man 
gives us in this chapter are; that wifdom is man’s 
true happinefs and pleafure i that we fhould pay to 
kings the reverence that is due to them; that one of the 
chief duties of wifdom is, to make a right ufe of time 
and opportunity in all things, the neglect of which ex- 
pofes men to many evils ; that men know not what is 
to happen to them; that events, and even our own 
lives, are not in our power; but that death is una¬ 
voidable, both by the wicked and the good, which 
is a powerful motive to patience and godlinefs. We 
arc moreover taught in this chapter, that finners 
ufually harden themfelvcs, becaule God bears with 
them, and defers their punilhment; but that, never¬ 
theless, they will receive fooner or Jater what they 
have deferved •, that if the righteous are unhappy in 
this world, and wicked men hippy, this is an argu¬ 
ment of the vanity of things here below; but that 
God will have it fo to try good men, and to invite 
the wicked to repentance; and that at laft he will 
render to both according to their works. Laftly, 
We mull take notice, that when Solomon fays, he had 
valued pleafure above all things , he lpeaks of rea- 
fonable pleafures, which proceed from a lawful and 
moderate ufe of -the goods that God has given us, 
which have nothing in them irregular and contrary to 
piety. 

C H A P. IX. 

W E learn from this chapter, I. That good and 
bad men arc fubjeC't to the fame accidents •, 

that 
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that the dead have no (hare in what pafles upon the 
earth, nor can they any longer enjoy the good things 
of this life, and therefore we ought to ufc jhem while 
we may. II. That men are not the difpofers of 
events. Laftly, That wifdom is of a very great price, 
though -wife men are often defpifed. 

Reflections. 

E may obferve upon this chapter, I. That 
though good and b a d events arc common to 
all men, as Solomon acquaints us i yet juft men, and 
their actions are, neverthelefs, in the hands of God, 
who will judge both the righteous and the wickod. 
II. When we are told.by Solomon , “ That the dead have 
no longer any fhare in what pafles in this world, and 
that their love and hatred are both at an end; and 
therefore, that we ought to eat our bread with joy all 
the days of our life his deftgn is, that we fhould im¬ 
prove the advantages of life, and make a wile ufe of 
what we have in poflefllon: but let us not abufe this 
notion, and imagine we are at full liberty to give our- 
felves up to worldly joys and pleafurcs, and to fay 
with the ungodly. Let us eat and drinks for to-morrow 
we die. III. Solomon teaches us, that wifdom and 
ftrength are profitable upon many occafions; but that, 
however, we are not the mafters of contingencies j 
and that we often fall into misfortunes, without being 
able to forefce or prevent them. This teaches us ne¬ 
ver to rely upon our own ftrength, prudence and 
addrefs, and to remember always that we depend upon 
providence. IV. We may here obfe'rvfe, that though 
v/ifdom is very advantageous, and Worthy the higheft 
efteem, yet it is often defpifed, efpecially in poor men; 
but that this is a very partial judgment; and that we 
ought to efteem wife and virtuous people, without 
having refpedt to their appearance. 


C H A P. 
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C H A P. X. 


T HIS chapter treats of the faults committed by 
wife men ; of the benefits of wifdom, and the 
evils occafioned by folly * of the exaltation of un¬ 
worthy perfons, and of the miferies attending nations, 
where the.governors are unfit to govern, being young, 
and addidted to pleafures and intemperance. Here is 
likewife mention made of prudence and rafhnels in 
difeourfe, of floth, and of the refpect that is due to 
great men. 

Reflections. 


r pHERE are four principal obfervations to be made 
on this chapter: I. That the faults committed 
by thofe who pafs for wife men are of great confe- 


quence, becaufe they are a bad example, and give 
fcandal to religion. • This fhould teach virtuous per¬ 


fons to take heed to their behaviour, but does not au¬ 


thorize any body to imitate them in the faults they 
commit. II. That in all things men fhould behave 
with prudence, and neither do nor fay any thing rafhly 
and out of time. By this means we may avoid many 
inconveniencies, and many fins, which men fall into 
for want of reflecting on their words and actions. 
III. That when people of mean extraction, and at the 
fame time deilltute of wifdom and virtue, are exalted 


to honours, they generally occafion many evils. IV.Sa- 
lomon has taught us, that people and ftates ate very 
much to be pitied, 'when their princes and magiftrates 
have not that wifdom and underftanding which is ne- 
cefiary j when they, are young, and without expe¬ 
rience i or if they are addicted to drunkennefs, glur- 
tony, and fond of pleafures; but, on the contrary, 
that a land is happy which is governed by perlde- 
that are wife, fober, and worthy to command. Tpoa 
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which we muft obferve, that the faults of men in au¬ 
thority fhould not hinder us from* refpe&ing theft; 
but that pious kings and upright magiftrates are wor¬ 
thy of double honour. 

CHAP. XI. 


T HE wife man makes feveral reflections with 
regard to the ufe we ought to make of worldly 
goods! He thews, that we mould follow the order 
which God has eftablilhed, to procure the neceflarjes 
of life; remembring, however, that all things de¬ 
pend upon the providence of God, and that the things 
of this life are vain and tranfitory. 


Reflections. 

\\T E are to learn from this chapter, I. To con- 
* v form to the appointed rules of providence in 
providing the necefiaries of life, and in our ufe of 
things temporal. .II. That the works of God are 
wonderful, and above our com^ehenfion; but that 
it becomes us to rely upon that adorable providence 
which provides for all, and in the mean time enjoy 
the blefllngs- it affords us, without placing our hap- 
pinefs in them. 

CHAP. XII. 

T HIS chapter has three parts. I. Solomon ex¬ 
horts young people to fear God, before old age 
furprizesthem, and death takes them out of the world. 
II. He defcribes the infirmities of old age, and fays, 
that it ends in death. Laftly, He concludes this book 
with fliewing, that the defign of all he had here faid 
is, to teach men to acknowledge the vanity of this 
world, and to fear God. 


Reflections. 


‘Y’ O U N G people ought to make a good ufe of 
. the grave and preffing exhortations, which the 

wife 
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wjfe man gives them in this chapter •, and learn from 
thence, I. That it is of the greateft importance to 
fhun the defires of youth, and elpecially luxury and 
pleafures; to remember their creator whilft they are 
young, and to fear his judgment, before they are de¬ 
prived of the opportunity of' difcharging thefe duties i 
left, if they follow the inclinations of their heart, and 
give themfelves up to the pleafures of the world, they 
difeover their miftake when it is too late to find a re¬ 
medy. II. The ddcription Solomon here gives us of 
the infirmities of old‘age, expofes the vanity of this 
life; but it fhould lead us chiefly to oblerve, that 
fince man decays in fuch a manner, and his body is 
weakned and confumed' by c^kl age, age mud be no 
very fit time to glorify God in, or work out our fal- 
vation, when we have negle&ed to do it before and 
that therefore we ought ro labour therein before our 
end apprpaches, and whilft we have time and ftrength 
for the work. III. Thefe words, Teen fljnll the dujl 
return to the earth as it was, and the Jpirii Jhall return 
unto God who gave it , are a clear proof that the foul 
is immortal, and dies not with the body •, and there¬ 
fore they deferve to be read with peculiar attention. 
The conclufion of this book of Eccltfinjhs is likewife 
very remarkable, wherein Solomon declares, that the 
conclufion of the whole matter , and the defign of all he 
has 'laid is, to fear God , and keep his commandments; 
for this is the whole duly of man. For Godflsall bring, 
every work into judgment, whether it he good, or whether 
it be evil. Thefe laft words may ferve to explain all 
that we read in this book; as they are in truth, the 
end and the fum of all religion,, and of all the lellbns 
we meet with in the facred books. 

The end of the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
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ARGUMENT. 

/ 

The author of the Song of Songs' is Solomon. What 
we read in this look , taken literally , feems to be a 
defcription of the love which Solomon and- Ins. 
queen had for each other. But this fong muft be 
tmderftood in a fpiritual and inyftical fenfe ; and fo 
indeed have all the antient doctors, loth Jews and 
chriftians , underfood it. In this book is reprefent - 
ed, in figurative and allegorical expreffons, the mu• 
tual love of thrift and his churchy which is called 
in fcripture his fpoufe , and the fentiments which 
this love produces in the hearts of all true believers: 
in this light we muft conftder what is contained in this 
book . 


THE 



THE 


B O O K 

Of the Prophet 

ISAIAH. 


ARGUMENT. 

T"he prophet Ifaiah lived about 800 years before the 
coming of our Saviour ; and prcpbefied about fixty 
years in the kingdom of Judah. ‘There is gfe.it 
Jlrength and majefty in his exhortations , in bis re¬ 
proofs, and in his threarnings. In this book there 
are feveral predictions relating to the Jews, and 
other neighbouring nations ; and it is to be obferved, 
that of all the prophets , Ifaiah has fpoke the m.Jl 
clearly of Jefus Cbrtjl , of his fujfenngs, of bis king¬ 
dom, and of the calling of the Gentiles. 

CHAP. I. 

I. Y S A I AH reproaches the fezes for their ingra- 
I titude, and extreme corruption, which would 
ihortly occafion their uttOr ruin. II. He re¬ 
proves them for their hypticrify, and vain confidence 
in lacrifices and external worfhip. III. He exhorts 
them to repentance ; and declares, that if they would 
be converted, God would pardon and bids them; 
but if they continued in their difobedience, they 
would be deftroyed. Laftly, He complains of the 
corruption of the city of Jeruftlcm and particularly, 
Vol. II. P that 
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that the magiftrates and rulers were given to injuftice; 
and declares, that God would foon take vengeance 
on them for all thefe fins; and that the Jews fhould 
be deprived of all the privileges they enjoyed. . 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

HEN we read the prophet’s reproaches of the 
* Jews for their ingratitude, we are led to con- 
fider, that God, in admitting us into the bofom of 
his church, .and adopting us for hits children, has 
conferred greater favours on us than on his ancient 
people; and therefore, we fhall be infinitely more 
guilty, and expofe ourfelves to more heavy chaflife- 
ments, if we ungratefully rebel againft him. II. God 
declares in this chapter, that it is in vain to worfhip him 
in publick, and^ attend on him in the religious aflem- 
blies, and praftife the mod folcmn a£ts of devotion, 
whilft we live in fin, and that God abhors fuch wor- 
lhip. III. This chapter teaches us, that the only 
way to avoid the wrath of God, is lo purify our 
hearts by repentance, to ceafe from doing evil, and 
to learn to do well; that God is always ready gra- 
cioufly to receive finners that are converted; but that 
the difobedient and hanlned fhall perifh in their im- 
penitency. IV. It mull: be obfcrved, that If nab 
particularly complained of the depravity of the judges 
and magiftrates of Jerufalem , faying, that they were 
companions of thieves, that they loved gifts, and 
followed after rewards. # Thefe cenfurcs, and the 
thrcarnings denounced againft wicked magiftrates, 
prove, that fins committed by perfons of a publick 
character are ufually attended with a general corrup¬ 
tion, and with the mod Icvere judgments of God; 
and that, on the contrary, it is a great blclling on 
cities and ftare.->, when God lets over them jult and 
bpright rulers. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

T ilE prophet foretels in this chapter, I. That 
all nations fhould be called to the knowledge 
and fervice of the true God. II. That God would 
rejeft the Jecw, becaufe of their idolatry and other 
fins. III. That he would deftroy, by his almighty 
power, thofe that fet themfelves againft him ; and 
that he would abolifh idolatry. 

REFI. ECflONS. 

f PHIS chapter contains three prophecies *, the firft 
of which foretold the calling of the Gsn'.i’.es ; 
the fecond the rejection of the Jews j and the third 
the deltruction of the wicked, who are the enemies of 
God. We fee the completion of thefe prophecies. 
The fevcral nations of the world have been called to 
the knowledge of the true God by the gofpel, and 
are come into the church, and made partakers of the 
covenant of God •, the Jews have been rejected, by 
realon of their fins, and their incredulity and God 
has in all times confounded the pride and power of 
the ungodly and the enemies of his kingdom. The 
ule then we fhould make of the reading this chapter 
is, to be very fenlible of the great advantage we en¬ 
joy in being in the*number of thofe whom God has 
admitted into his church •, and to exprefs our grati¬ 
tude b*y a fincere endeavour to know his will, by 
ierving him with purity and zeal, and by walking 
in his ways. We fhould improve, by the example 
of the Jc :c.', and by the judgments which are de¬ 
nounced againft thole who oppofe God, left by our 
rebellion we expofe ouri'dves to thole dreadful judg¬ 
ments which he will pour upon the wicked, and on ail 
thole who do not reverence his po.vci. 

P a 
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CHAP. III. 

I S AI AH foretels the utter deftrudtion of the inha¬ 
bitants of Jerufalem , and of the kingdom of Ju¬ 
dah •, which, he lays, would come upon them for 
their fins •, and chiefly for the injuftice which the 
rulers of the people openly committed, and the luxury 
and immodefty of the women of Jerufalem. 

CHAP. IV. 

T IHE prophet foretels in this chapter, that in 
thole troublefome times the Jeveifh nation 
• Ihould be extremely diminilhed ; but that God would 
reftoie the remnant of that people, fandtify and pro¬ 
tect them. 

Reflections on Chapters III and IV. 

'T'HESE chapters teach us, I. That God with-' 
draws his protedtion from nations that provoke 
him by their fins; and that he punifhes them, parti¬ 
cularly, by fetting over them rulers that know not 
how to govern well. II. That when men, inftead 
of concealing their fins, proclaim them openly, and, 
inftead of being afhanied of them, commit them 
without referve, there is reafon to believe the judg¬ 
ments of God are not far off. III. That among the 
fins w'hich provoke the wrath of God, he is, above 
all, offended with the injuftice committed by perfons 
of a publick character, and with luxury and pride. 
The delcription is very remarkable which Ifalah here 
gives of the luxury and vanity of the maidens and wo¬ 
men of Jttnfaiemfhnx various ornaments, their wanton 
attire, their immodefty, their pride, their loft and diflo- 
lute lives. We here fee, that idlenefs and luxury were 
introduced into JeruJaUm t with other fins ;• and the pro¬ 
phet 
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phet exprefsly declares, that this would be one caufe 
• of the ruin of the Jews, and of the miferies that were 
going to fall upon them. This leaves no room to 
doubt but luxury is very odious in the fight of God, 
and ftill more odious in chriftians than in the Jev:s ; 
and that when immodefty, idlenefs, vanity, effemi¬ 
nacy, and a love of pleafures generally prevail, they 
are a fure mark of a great corruption, and forerun¬ 
ners of the divine judgments. Laftly, God gives 
here tokens of his goodnels, in promi'ing that after 
the Jews had been chaftifed, he would reftore and 
fan£tify them. This he did, when he delivered them 
from thgir enemies, who were fhortly to attack them ; 
when he recovered them from the Ea S' ’oniJJo captivity 
and chiefly, by fending his Son into the world, to 
blefs them, and to redeem them from their fins. - * 

CHAP. V. 

I. TT S 4 IA II reprefents, by the fimilitude of a well 
cultivated buc barren vine, the care God had 
taken of the Jews, the ingratitude of that people, 
and the judgments that were fhortly to fall upon 
them. II. He particularizes the chief fins of that 
nation, which were covetoufnefs, injuftice, drunken- 
nefs, love of pleafures, contempt of God’s judg¬ 
ments, prouitends,* and the iniquity of judges m 
taking bribes to corrupt them. III. The prophet 
forcteis, that the Jews Humid be punifhed for all tlu !c 
fins, and that diltant nations, as the Ajjyrians and 
Chaldeans, fliould come againlt Jerufa^m. 

Reflections. 

'T'HF. complaints which God makes of the ingra¬ 
titude and dil'obedience of the Jews, which he 
represents by the fimilitude of a barren vine, plainly 
teach us, that God does all that is neceflary for the 

y 3 £° od . 
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good of men ; that he makes ufe of the mod proper 
means to engage them to love and fear him ; that 
therefore he is not the author of their ruin ; and tha> 
if they perifh, it is wholly owing to their own faulfT 
This companion teaches us likewife, that when men 
abufe the methods that God takes to render thern 
happy, he deprives them of them, and forlaket them. 
Befides this, it appears from this chapter, that there 
are ibme fins which in a particular manner expofe 
men to the divine vengeance; as covetoul'nefs, and an 
immoderate defire of riches; drunkennefs, the love 
of mirth, leadings, and pleafures; fecurity, and a 
contempt of the divine threatnings, impious opinions 
and difcourfes, and the injuftice committed by judges 
and magidrates. The Jews were delivered into the 
hand 9 * the Chaldeam for thele fins; .and we may fee 
by their example, that when men give themfelves up 
to work wickednefs, they are infallibly expoftd tq 
God’s wrath. 


C II A P. VI. 

T H E prophet relates a vifion, in which God ap¬ 
peared to him in his glory, and commanded 
him to fpeak to the Jews in his name, and to declare 
to them, that fince their obdinacy was Dad remedy, 
their cities Ihould be laid wade; but mat neverthe- 
lefis their ruin Ihould not be pad recovery. 

Reflections. 

r |' II E R E are two things in this chapter which 
chiefly demand our ferious attention. I. The 
magnificent vifion which the prophet Ifaiah had* 
wherein he f.iw the Lord f ated upon his throne, and 
furrouncled by his holy angels, who celebrated his 
holinefs and infinite majefly. By this remarkable vi¬ 
fion, which filled the prophet with fear and trembling, 
• God 
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God defigned to conBrm him in his calling as a pro- 
phct, and prepare him to fay and do whatever he 
Ihould command. The account given us of this vi- 
fion Ihould infpire us with a great reverence and dread 
of the majefty of God, and ftir us up to praife and 
adore him continually with the angels, faying, with 
profound humility: Holy, holy, holy is tie Lord of 
bofts, the whole earth is full of his glory. II. We 
muft obferve, that what is here faid of the blindnefs 
and obftinacy of the Jews , is not to be underftood as 
if God had blinded them, and hardned their hearts. 
God only informs the prophet what would be the fuc- 
cefs of his miniftry, and foretcls that the Jews would 
harden themfelves wilfully. We ought never to at¬ 
tribute to God the fin and obftinacy of men, fince he 
is fo far from blinding and hardning them, tbat he 
does all that is neceffary to enlighten them, to con¬ 
vert and fave them: and if they continue in their fins, 
and perilh in them, it is wholly owing to their own 
wickednefs, and becaufe they would have it fo. 

CHAP. VII. 

A H AZ, king of Judah , being attacked by Re- 
zin king of Syria , and Pekah king of Ifrael , 
God fends Ifiiab to him, to allure him that he would 
defend Jerufftlem, and that the kingdoms of Syria 
and Ifrael Ihould be foon deftroyed. II. The pro¬ 
phet, to give Ahaz the ftronger aflurance, that the 
kingdom of Judah Ihould not be delivered into the 
hands of the enertiies that attacked him, foretels the 
extraordinary birth of a child. III. He declares, that 
the kingdom of Ifrael Ihould be ravaged by th.e Egyp¬ 
tians ahd Ajfyrians. 


P4 
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Reflections. 

H E care which God took to fend Ifaiah to Aba» % 
A who was a wicked and idolatrous king, to pro- 
mile him proteftion againft the kings of Syria and 

> who made war upon him, is an inftance of the 
goodnels of God towards men, even thofe that of¬ 
fend him, and of his love to his people. Ifaiah ex¬ 
horts Ahaz and his fubjects not to fear thofe two 
fmoaking firebrands, as he in contempt calls the kings 
of Syria and Ifrael •, and, in fadl, thefe two kings, 
who intended to invade the kingdom of Judah , were 
themfelves deftroyed foon after with their kingdoms. 
There is, in this chapter, a remarkable predi&ion ; 
the prophet fays, that within tbreefcore and five years* 
Ephraim , that is, the Ifraelites of the ten tribes, fhould 
he broken , that i! be no more a people. This came to 
pafs at the end of that term, when Efarhaddon king of 
Affyria fent ftrangers to dwell in the land of Ifrael , in 
the room of the • Jfraelites , who had remained there 
pretty numerous a*ter Salmanefer king of AJfyria had 
deftroyed the kingdom of the ten tribes. The be¬ 
haviour of Ahaz , who rejected the promifes and r of¬ 
fers that Ifaiah made him from God, fhews us, that 
if it be tempting God to expeft what he has not pro- 
mifed, it is no lefs offending him not to believe his 
promifes, nor to receive the offers of his favour. 
However, we here find, that God, notwithftanding 
Ahaz' s refufal, told him by Ifaiah , that in a very 
fhort time, and before a young fon of that prophet 
had any knowledge, Jerufalem fhould be delivered 
from both the kings who made war againft it. But 
what is mod remarkable is, that Jfaiab then foretold 
that a virgin fhould bring forth a fon. This pro¬ 
phecy relates to Jefus Chrift, and is applied to him in 
the gofpel, as he alone was born of a virgin; and to 
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him alone can be afcribed what Ifaiah faith of this 
extraordinary child, and the auguft titles given him in 
this and the following chapters. Farther, as the 
Mefliah, whofe birth is here predicted, was to be of 
the family of king David, this prophecy tended to 
affure the Jews, that God would not fuffer that fa¬ 
mily, and the kingdom of Judah, who were then 
attacked, to be deftroyed by their enemies. 

C FI A P. VIII. 

J. T SAT AH continues to prophefy, that the at- 
tempts of the kings of Syria and Ifrael againft 
Jerufalem would be in vain; and that before a fon 
which was born to him Ihould be of an age to under- 
ftand, the Ajfyrians Ihouid come againft thofe two 
kingdoms, and pals on even to the kingdom of Ju¬ 
dah. II. Fie exhorts the Jews to put their truft in 
God, and fear none bur him ; to cleave to his word, 
and not to have recoujfo to forcerers nor idols. He 
fpcaks, laftly, of the dcfolatu n that fliould at that 
time befal thofe Jews which dwelt in Galilee. 


Reflections. 

* I '*H E repeated aflu ranees which Ifaiah gave king 
A Abaz and the Jews, that they Ihould be delivered 
from the kings of Syria and Ifrael, Shew, that God 
defeats the attempts which the enemies of his church 
form againft it, and that he renders their contrivances 
vain and ineffectual ; and therefore that in God alone 
iVe ought to placd our fear and our truft. The event 
anfwered the prediction: Tiglalb-pilefer , king of the 
Ajfyrians, came to Abaz’s alliftance, took the city of 
Darnafcus, which was the capital of the kingdom of 
Syria, flew Rczin their king, and in him put an end to 
that kingdom. Ti^lath-pilefer took alfo part of the 
kingdom of Ifrael, and carried the people captive in¬ 
to 
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to AJfytia v but ma.de/fbaz king of Judah tributary.' 
Some time after, Salmanefer, who fucceeded Tiglatb- 
jileJer, totally deftroyed the kingdom of lfracl j and 
at the end of eight years, Sennacherib , another king 
of Afjyria, made war upon the kingdom of Judah* 
under the reign of Ilezekiab fon of Ahaz : He even 
befieged Jerusalem , but in vain, fince God protected 
and miraculoufly delivered that city. Thus all that 
Ifaiab had foretold was fulfilled. In the fecond part 
of this chapter, the prophet very ftrongly condemns 
thole, who, in the danger the Jews were then in, 
. inftead of applying to God and his word, had recourfe 
to forcerers and to the dead. From whence it appears, 
that it is a great crime, and extream impiety, td con- 
fult forcerers, and thofe who pretend to foretel things 
to come; and that thofe who give credit to fuch per- 
fons, and make ufe of fuch damnable methods, for- 
fake God. This teaches us likewife, that we ought 
to have no other filpport of our truft, or rule of our 
faith, than God’s word. Laftly, It is to be obferved 
, that if Galilee , where the tribes of Zebulun and 
Nepbtali were fituated, was the firft that was laid 
wafte by the Affyrians , that country had afterwards 
the happinefs to be the firft that was enlightned by the 
gofyel; Jefus Chrift’s moft ufual abode being in 'Ga¬ 
lilee, as we are taught by St Matthew , in the fourth 
chapter of his goipel,. where he applies to the inha¬ 
bitants of Galilee the laft words of this, and the firft 
words of the following chapter. 


CHAP. IX. 

T HIS chapter has two parts. I. Ifaiab forc- 
tels, that God would deliver Jerufalem , and 
the kingdom of Judah , and tftablifh an everlafting 
kingdom in the family of David , by a fon which 

fhould 
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flhould be born to him. II. He prophecies, that the 
kingdom of Ifrael , which at that time made war a- 
gainft that of Judah , fhould be humbled by the Syri¬ 
ans and Philiftines , and by the king of Ajfyria. 

Reflections. 

\\7 E read, in the beginning of this chapter, the 
’ ' people that walked in darknefs have feen a great 
light } which words were fulfilled, not only in the de¬ 
liverance which God formerly vouchfafed the Jews, 
when he defended’ them againft their enemies; but 
chiefly in the favour granted to that people, and af¬ 
terwards to other nations, in caufing the light of his 
gofpel to fhine upon them, when they'were in the 
darknefs of fin, and of death. This happy change 
was wrought by the coming of Jefus Chrift the Son of 
God, whole glory, divinity, and eternal kingdom, 
are here -defcribed in terms fo clear and remarkable, 
and which can be applied to no other. II. We are 
next to obferve what Ifaiah prophefied, that God 
would difplay divers judgments upon the JJraelites y 
by means of the Syrians and their other neighbours ; 
and that becaufe they would not turn to him that 
fmote them, but even foothed themfelves in their fins, 
he would fend them new and greater calamities, and 
that his anger Jhouid not be turned away , but his hand 
ftill Jlretcbed out againft them. This teaches us x that 
God affli&s men to bring them to him •, that when 
they harden themfelves, he doubles the ftrokeof his. 
rod ; and therefore, that the only way to turn away 
his wrath, is to profit by his chailifements, to be con¬ 
verted and humbled. 

C II A P. X. 

I. rp* HIS chapter contains threatnings againft 
1 thole who opprds others by violence and 

injuftice; 
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injuft ice; and particularly againft the Affyriam , whom 
the prophet foretels God would make ufe of to jfijnifh 
the kingdom of Ifrael •, and that they fhould think 
to become matters even of Jerufalcm , as they had 
conquered Calno , and fome other cities here mention¬ 
ed. But the prophet adds, that after they had exe¬ 
cuted the deligns of the Almighty, he would punifh 
them for their injuftice and pride. II. He comforts 
. the inhabitants of Jerufalem againft the fear of the 
king of Affyria , by promifing. them that God would 
redeem the remnant of his people. 

Reflection,’ s. 

\\T E may gather in general from this chapter, that 
violent, proud, and unjuft men, are threatned 
with the curfe of- God. But what we are chiefly to 
obferve here is, that God thought fit to make ufe of 
the king of Ajfyria to punifh the Israelite *; that this 
prince was to accomplish the defigns of God without 
knowing it •, that he would boaft of his fuccefs, and 
even threaten to reduce Jerufalem •, but that afterwards 
God would deftroy him, becaufe he had unjuftly at¬ 
tacked the Tfraelites , and out of a principle of pride, 
and becaufe he had attributed his victories to his own 
wifdom and ftrength. In this chapter, which is very 
remarkable, we fee plainly, that although God lets the 
wicked alone, and employs them to chaftife men, and 
‘to execute his defigns, he neverthelefs punifhes them 
juftly for doing it; fince their a&ions are voluntary 
and free, and the end they propofe is only to gratify 
their own paflions, and not to fulfil the defigns of 
providence. This fhould teach us to adore the ways' 
of God’s providence, and to confefs, that heprefides 
over all things, even over the criminal and unjuft ac¬ 
tions of the wicked •, but that, however, he is by no 

means 
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means the author of the fins which men commit; that 
he haia right to punifh them, and that he will infalli¬ 
bly do it. ' Thefcconfiderations, which perfe&ly vin¬ 
dicate the ways of God’s providence, teach tfs not to 
fear the power and malice of men, and to truft always 
in him. Ifaiah fays, in this chapter, ’That a remnant 
of Jfrael fhouid return ; which defcribes not only what 
happened to thofe who were delivered from the king 
of //Jfyria, or from the Babylonifh captivity, but this 
relates in general to thofe jews who were faved by 
believing in Jefus Chrift, while the reft were rejected. 
This is St Paul's application of theft: words of Ifaiah , 
in the F.pillle to the Romans: Though the number of 
the children of Ifrael be as the find of the fea, a rem¬ 
nant fhall be faved. 

CHAP. XI. 

I. rip II F. prophet in this chapter foretels, that 
1 although the kingdom and family of David 
were to be brought low, and reduced to a very abject 
condition by their enemies -, yet God would prelerve 
that family, and rail'e up a great king, and put his 
fpirifr upon him. II. He reprefents in figurative cx- 
preflions, the kingdom of the Melliah, under whom 
the whole earth fhouid be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord. III. He promifes, that God would again 
dilplay in behalf of his people, to recover them from 
the feveral countries where they fhouid be diiperfed, 
the fame power which’he had dilplayed when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

Reflections. 

HAT is laid in this chapter may be applied to 
that which God did in behalf of the family of 
king David and of the 'Jews, under the reign of good 

2 kina' 
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king Hezekiah , when he preferved them from the ene¬ 
mies which then attacked them and when he after¬ 
wards brought back the remnant of that people from 
the feve*al countries where they had been difperfed. 
But the true fenfe of the prophecy is, that the Mefliah 
was to fpring from the pofterity of David ; that the 
fpirit of God ftiould reft upon him, with his moft ex¬ 
traordinary gifts; that his kingdom was to be a fpiri- 
tual and heavenly kingdom •, and that the defign of 
this kingdom would be to reconcile all men, to make 
them live in peace, and to fill the whole earth with the 
knowledge of the Lord? Thele are fo many figns 
which prove, that Jefus is the Mefliah who was to 
come; thefe are powerful motives to engage us to 
fubmit to b>s kingdom, to live in peace and unity, 
and by leading a holy life, to acknowledge God’s 
mercy to us, in giving us the knowledge of himfelf, 
and redeeming us by Jefus Chrift. 

C H A P. XII. 

I N this chapter the prophet adds a fong of thanks¬ 
giving for the great falvation which God was to 
vifit his people. 

Reflections. 

\\7 E have in this chapter a pattern of the praifes 
’ ” and thankfgivings, which chriftians ought to 
render to God continually for that great deliverance 
which he has vouchfafed unto them, in redeeming 
them by his Son Jefus Chrift. 


C II A P. XIII. 

T H E contents of the proceeding chapters relate 
to the ftate of the jean, when they were at¬ 
tacked 
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tacked by their enemies, in the reign of Ahaz, and 
foretels what would befal them as well as the kingdom 
of Ifrael. The thirteenth and following chapters con¬ 
tain prophecies againft the nations and kingdoms who 
fhould afflidt the people of God. In this chapter he 
foretels, that the Babylonians would be fubdued by the 
Medes and Perfians. 

Reflections. 

'T' HIS general reflection is to be made on this 
* and the following chapters to the twenty fourth, 
and upon feveral other parts of this book; that the- 
predictions of Ifaiah did not only relate to the Jewi 
but that God commanded him likewile to prophefy 
againft other nations, even the mod powerful em¬ 
pires, fuch as was at that time the Babybni/h and 
to commit his prophecies to writing. God was 
pleafed thus to order it, for the inftrudion and con- 
folation of the Jezos^ and to convince all men, .in 
ages to come, that he is the almighty God, the 
Lord of k'ings and .rations. This is a mark of ma- 
jefty and greatnefs, which ihould be well obferved in 
thefe prophecies and is the more remarkable, as all 
the shreatnings denounced therein againft tire feveral 
nations were put in execution. On this thirteenth chap¬ 
ter it mult be obferved, that as the Bab}b>i:a:u were 
to take Jerufalem , burn the temple, and carry the 
people into captivity, God, to give the J::vs a right 
lenfe of this great event, and for their confutation, 
was pleafed to declare long beforehand, that the em¬ 
pire of the Babylonians Ihould be deftroyed. Tnis 
predidion is very wonderful: Ij'.d.ib exprdlv declares, 
that Babylon fhould be taken at a time, and in a man¬ 
ner, which the Babylonians could nor have tore lee 11 ; 
that it ihould be utterly deft wed, and ne\er recover 
from its ruins, but become a retreat ior wild bead-. 
lja:ab foretels this tv.o hundred tears before, when 
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the Babylonijh empire was in the moft flourifliing con¬ 
dition *, at the end of which time Babylon was taken 
by the Medes and Perfians, as we learn from the fifth 
chapter of Daniel, and from profane hiftory. This 
prophecy affords us the cleared: conviction of the di¬ 
vine authority of the facr.ed writings; it proves, that 
God was the direCter of all thefe great events. We 
here remark the divine juftice againft the Babylonians , 
who had fo unjuitly opprefied the Jew, and laftly,, 
we fee that God gracioufiy protects his church. Theft 
predictions, which, when they were pronounced, had 
a natural tendency to comfort the Jews, Ihould make 
ftill greater impreflion upon us, as they have been 
fince lb cxaCtly fulfilled ; and they furnifii us with the 
moft convincing proofs of the divinity of the prophe¬ 
cies contained in this book. 


C II A P. XIV. 

I. T 5 AIA H foretels the deliverances and reftora- 

• tion of the Jews. II. He declares, that God 
would deftroy the Babylonians by his power, for their 
pride and cruelty, though they trufted in their own 
ftrength. III. He threatens likewife the Ppiliftines 
with total deftru<ftion. 

Reflections. 

* P H E promifes which Ifaiah made to the Jews, 

fhew, that if the prophets had a commifiion to 
threaten them, they were alfo lent to comfort them, 
with an affurance that God would be reconciled with 
them. Thus has God always given proofs of his 
goodnefs, at the fame time that he has given tokens 
of his juftice. Jfaiab 's defeription of the infupport- 
able pride of the Babylonians , of their formidable 
power, and the extent of their dominions, Ihould 
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Jead us to confider, that bpw great foeyerthe power 
of' the kings of the earth, and the enemies of the 
church may.be, it can never hold out againft Godi 
and that his juft ice is engaged to confound the proud 
and unjuft. This ftiould teach us humility and con¬ 
fidence in God ; fince pride is not lefs odious in pri¬ 
vate perfons than in princes and nations. Again the 
deftruXion of the city and empire of Babylon very 
evidently proves the truth and divinity of IfaiaV s 
prophecies. The prophet mentions one very remark¬ 
able circumftance; which is, that this great and 
pompaus city ftiould become pools of water, and a 
dwelling for wild beafts; which actually came to pafs 
afterwards, as we are informed by hiftory. The de- 
ftruXion of the Philijlines, the ancient enemies of God’s 
people, prefent^us with the fame reflexions j which 
came to pafs in the reign of Hezekiah, a few years af¬ 
ter Ifaiah had prophefied againft them. 

CHAP. XV. 

I SAIAH , in this and the following chapter, pro- 
phefies 'againft the Moabites ; foretels the taking 
of the principal cities, Ar and A», and others here 
mentioned; and declares that their country ftiould 
be reduced to the utmoft extremity. 

CHAP. XVI. 

T ^HE prophet, in this chapter fays, the Moabites 
ftiould fend lambs, that is, a tribute to the king 
of JerufaUm •, that the Ifraeliles ftiould dwell in their 
own land, and that all this ihould happen t > punifti the 
pride and infolerice of the Moabites •, and laftlyi he 
takes notice* that theft threatnings Ihould be accom- 
pliftied in three years. 

Voi.. I|k Reflec- 
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Reflections on Chap, xv and xvi. 

'THE prophecy concerning the deftruflion of the' 
1 Moabites was fulfilled at the exaft time mention¬ 
ed by Ifaiab , when. Salmanefer king of Affyria made, 
war upon the Israelites. This prince took pofiefiion 
of the kingdom of Moab, and the Moabites became 
afterwards tributaries to the kingdom of Judah, and 
did homage to Hezekiab, after the Adrians had been 
defeated in that king** reign. All thefe events God 
was pleafed to foretel, to .convince the Jews of the 
truth of all that the prophets declared, and to teach 
them, that his providence ruled over all things. The 
fame inftruftions we may receive from feveral other 
prophecies of the like nature. In the jlefolation of the 
Moabites we fhould likewife conlider the juft punifli- 
ment of their pride, and of the injuries they had done 
to the Jews , and the care which God has, in all ages. 
Been gracioufly pleafed to take of his people. 

ciiap. xvii. 

T H E prophet foretels the ruin of Damafcus, the 
capital of the kingdom df Syria , which is called 
the.fortrefs of Ephraim j that is, the defence of the If- 
raelites of the ten tribes, who had put themfelves un¬ 
der the protection of the king of Syria. He denoun¬ 
ces the deftru&ion of the ten tribes themfelves,- becauie 
they had forfaJken the true God to ferve idols. 

R E F L E C T I 0*N S. 

T N the fixteenth chapter of the fecond book of kings, 
we read an account df the deftruftion of the king¬ 
dom of Damafcus foretold by Ifaiab. Ttglatb-pikfer 
king of the Affyrians took that city, laid it wafte, car¬ 
ried the inhabitants into captivity^ anflyut their king 
to death j and a few years after, the kmg$pm of If- 
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rael , having made a league with the Affyrians againft 
the kingdom of Judah , was lrkewife fubdued and to¬ 
tally extinguiihed by the fame Affyrians , who had 
conquered Damafcus. By this means the Syrians and 
the Ifraelites , who had unjuftly attacked the king of 
Judab, were punifhed for their injuft ice, as Ifaiab had 
feveral times foretold j and the Ifraelites in particular 
received the punilhment which their idolatry juftly 
merited. Thus the divine juftice and the truth of 
Ifaiab’s predictions, appeared in the deftru&ion of 
both thefe kingdoms. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

T HIS chapter is attended with obfcurity, and 
it is difficult to fay with certainty what is the 
precife meaning of it, by reafon of the figurative ex- 
preffions we meet with in it, which may be explained 
more ways than one; and becaufe hiftory does not af-' 
fo'rd us fufficient light on this fubjeft. However, the 
molt probable interpretation feeitls to be, that the 
king of Ethiopia , when he was going to march againft 
the king of AJJyria> who had attacked the Jews, would 
invite the Egyptians to join him ; but that God would 
confound the defigns of the AJfyrians , and deliver Je- 
rufalem by his own power alone. 

• 

.Reflections. 

T N the nineteenth chapter of the fecond book of 
A Kings, we find the two events which the prophet 
Ifaiab here takes notice of. One is, that Tirbakab 
king of Ethiopia came with his army againft Senna¬ 
cherib king of Affyria, who at that time was befieg- 
ing Jerufalem, The other is, that Sennacherib's army 
was utterly deftroyed by an angel; and that prince, 
returning to his own country, perifhed in a milerable 
manner. God therefore himfelf, and not the king of 

0^2 Ethiopia , 
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Ethiopia, iri Is the deliverer of Jerufalem, and took 
vengeance on the Adrians \ wherein, he difplayed his 
infinite power, and his love for his people. 


CHAP. XI 5 C. 

¥ 

T HIS chapter is a prophecy againft the Egyptians, 
which foretels, I. Their confufion and diflen- 
tion athong themfelves'till a powerful kingfhould ex¬ 
ecute the judgment? of God againft them. II. He 
foretels, that Egypt Ihould come to the knowledge 
and worfhip of the true God. 


Reflections. 

\ 

T_1 1 ST ORY perfectly clears the predictions con- 
1 tained in this chapter. After the death of §e- 
thon king of Egypt , the Egyptians had twelve kings, 
who were at war together a long time; after which, 
all Egypt was under the dominion of one prince only, 
named Pfammiticbus. The Egyptians were afterwards 
attacked by the king of Ajfyria , and by Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar , who fubdued them •, and in fome time Egypt, 
Judah znddjfyria, were governed by the fame monarch. 
At the end of this chapter Ifaiah 'fays, that the cities 
in the land of Egypt Ihould fpeak the language of Ca¬ 
naan -, that there ihould be. an altar to the Lord in that 
land,' and that the Egyptians ihould call upon God and 
do facrifice to him. This relates firft, to what hap¬ 
pened when the Jews retired into Egypt , after the de- 
ftru&ion of Jerufalem , and afterwards built a temple 
there, called the tetfiple of Oniat, tfhich engaged ma¬ 
ny oft the Egyptians to worfhip the true* God. But 
this prophefy was not fully con&pleated till the times 
of the gofpel, whan the Egyptians and other nations 

were 
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were converted,, and by that means account^ the peo¬ 
ple of Gbd, as well as the IJraelites. 


CHAP. XX. 


G OD commands Tfaiab to walk barefoot and nak¬ 
ed, that is without his robe, having on only . 
his under* garments; to fignify, .that in three years 
the ■ Egyptians and the Ethiopians Ihould be lea into 
captivity, naked* and barefoot, by the Ajfyrians ; and 
that this ‘lhould convince thd jews, that they had 
done wrong to igiagine that the king of Egypt lhould 
deliver them from the king of Ajjyria. 


Reflections. 

*T* HIS prophefy was verified when the king of 
Ajjyria carried his arms as far as Egypt , took fe- 
veral cities in it, and carried'a great number of Egyffc 
tians captives into his own country. This mull needs 
undeceive the Jews, who trailed on the Egyptians, and 
teach them to trull in God only. 

CHAP, XXI. 

T HIS chapter contains two predictions: The 
firft is concerning the deftruCtion of the Baby¬ 
lonians , who were ,to fall into the hands of the Medes 
and Perfians. The fccond relates to the people of 
Dumah and the Arabians of Kedar , who were likewiie 
to be expofed to the utmoit mifpries. The people of 
Dumab were of the pofterity of the JJhmaelites._ 


Reflections. 

T N this chapter 1 Tfaiab foretels. the taking of Babylon 
by the Medes and Perfians^ He calls them to be- 
fiege ^it and to conquer it •, and exprefsly mentions 
their taking that city in a night, when the king of 

Qj Babylon 
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Babylon fhould be feaftihg, and taking.his fill of plea- 
fures. Thus it a&ually came to pals, as hiftory in¬ 
forms us, and we read at ithe end of the fifth chapter 
of Daniel. This prophefy, which was pronounced 
ib long beforehand, contains in it a mod evident 
mark of majefty and divinity. The.Edomites and 
Arabians , who are here mentioned, were aljb invaded 
by the Ajfyrians. fiy which God was pleafed to pu- 
nilh the idolatry of thofe f nations, and avenge the in¬ 
juries they had done to the Jews. 

CHAP. XXII, 

A FTER the prophet had foretbld, in the fore¬ 
going chapters, the deftruftion of thole idola¬ 
trous people who had opprefied the Jews, he de¬ 
nounces in this chapter the miferies that would bcfal 
the Jews themfelves, notwithstanding all the precau¬ 
tions taken by the inhabitants of Jerufalem to fecure 
them from their enemies; and he fays, that this would 
come upon them, becaufe they had abandoned them¬ 
felves to difiolute plcafures, at a time when God called 
them to repentance. Ifaiab foretels likewife, that Sbeb- 
na, one of king Hezekiab's chief officers, when £f»- 
nacberib befieged Jerufalem , fhould be removed from 
his place, and that Eliakitn fhould fucceed him. What 
is here faid of Sbebna , gives room to fuppofe, that this 
prophefy relates to what happened when the Ajfyrians 
came againft Jerufalem , and carried captive to Baby¬ 
lon Manaffeb the fonof Hezekiab , a? we read 2 Cbron. 
xxxiii. ii.* 

Reflections, 

r T' H E threatnings which are here denounced againft 
Jerufalem by the prophet^ after he had threatried. 
the other nations, fhew, mat God fpares not his own 
people, and thole who profefs to ferve him, when 

they 
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0 

they offend him; and that the nations and cities, 
where impiety reigns, are at laft expofedto his venge¬ 
ance, which nothing can lecure them from. But 
what is chiefly to be obferved Here is, that one of the 
greateft figns of hardnefs of heart, and that which 
moft provokes God to punifh men, is their being in- 
fenfible of,his judgments, and giving themfelves up 
to mirth and pleafures, and diffolutenefs, at a time 
when he calls them to humiliation and repentance. 
Jfaiab’s predidion of Sbebna 's being turned our, and 
Eliakim' s being preferred, proves, that what happens 
to private perfons is direded by providence, as well 
as what befals princes and nations; and that God ex¬ 
alts and abafes whom he pleafes, as may bell anlwer 
his wife defigns. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

T HIS chapter foretels the humbling of the Ty¬ 
rians, who were neighbours to the Jews, and 
prided themfelves in their riches and power. 

r 

Reflections. 

f 'i ' H E predidion contained in this chapter was fill* 

A * filled, when Nebuchadnezzar , after a tedious fiege, 
took the city of Tyre, It is remarkable, that the 
prophet, in this chapter, fays exprefsly, that Tyre 
fhould be defolate feventy years * that at the end of 
that time k flfould be rcftored ; that its trade fhould 
again flourifh, and part of its riches be coniecrated to 
God. All thefe things happened to the city of Tyre: 
After it had fallen under the power of the Babylonians , 
it recovered from its ruins, became very coniiderable, 
and enjoyed its liberty in the time of Alexander the 
great: After tbis the Jews reaped many advantages 
from the Tyrians , and at laft, the gofpel was preached 
in the land of Tyre, In all this, we fee evident proofs 

Q^4 of 
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of the divinity of thefe. prophecies, and that provi¬ 
dence governs the world, and prefides over all events. 

C H A P. XXIV-., 

* • 

T H t S chapter treats of the extrem# defolation 
of Judea, occafioned by the fins of the Jews. 
Jfaiab promifes, however, that Jerufalem Ihould be 
reftored. 

Reflections. 

T N. this chapter we find a prediction of the miferies 
that threatned the Jews. Ifaiab declares, that 
their land would Ihortly be entirely defolate, becaufe 
it had been profaned and defiled by the fins of its in¬ 
habitants, and they had broken the divine covenant. 
By this we fee what they have reafon to expeCt, who 
imitate the Jews in their rebellion and ingratitude. 
,God at length puts in execution agaibft them the de¬ 
crees of his juftice, and overwhelms them with his 
judgments; but if he does n<¥ always punilh the 
tranfgreflors of his covenant and laws with temporal 
punimnients, he will infallibly punilh them in thelife 
to come ; fince the threatnings of the gofpel are not 
lefs exprefs, nor lefs certain, than.thofe of the ancient 
prophets. On the other hand, the profiles God here 
makes, to eftablilh his kingdom, and again to mani- 
feft his glory at Jerufalem , after he had afflicted ir, 
exprefs God's mercy to his people. * Thefe promifes 
concern us, as well as the Jews, fince we fee theiir 
perfect completion in the manifeftationof Jefus Chrift, 
and the eftablilhment of bis kingdom. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

T HIS is a long of praife for the bleflings which 
God would grant to. his people, in delivering 
them and humhling their enemies. * 

Reflections. . 

Hp H E praifes and thankfgivings contained in this 
A chapter, relate, firft, tb, the deliverance of the 
Jens, and their return from Babylon i but they chief¬ 
ly fuit that great deliverance, which the Meffiah was 
one day to procure for men, by redeeming them, 
and purchafing falvation for them. We are chiefly 
to obfervej after St Paul and St John, that thefe 
words of the prophet, Ho will /wallow up death in 
viftory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from, 
off all faces ; will not fully be acComplilhed till death, 
our laft enemy, lhall be deftroyed by the refurre&ion, 
and Jcfus Chrift lhall introduce his eleft into eternal 
glory. This expedition ought to produce in us a 
great delire to partake-of thefe excellent promifes, and 
be a powerful motive to us, to blefs the Lord who 
has pjomifed them, and to be glad and rejoice con¬ 
tinually in expe&ation of that falvation, which lhall 
be fully revealed at the fecond coming of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift! 


CHAP. XXVI. 

l.XSA 1A H goes on to«praife God for the blels- 
X ings he would beftow on his people, and ex¬ 
prelies the confidence which the righteous have in 
God. II. He reprefents how men' abufe the for¬ 
bearance of God; he adores . his juftice and power, 
which would appear in reftoring peace to the Jews , 
after he had reduced them to the utmoft extremity ; 

and 
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and from all thefe, coniiderations he comforts and en* 
courages the people of God. 

t 

Reflections. 

I. \\7 E ought to meditate with faith and gratitude 

9 ” upon what is faid in this chapter, and in fo 
many other prophecies, of the deliverance and peace 
which,God would fend his church, fince thefe pre¬ 
dictions principally relate to the times of the gofpel. 

II. We learn from this chapter, that the chara&er of 
true believers is, to truft in God alone, to delire no¬ 
thing but him, and to feek him with all the powers 
of the foul ; and that God, on his part, fupports 
them and guides them in the way that they fhould go, 
and takes care of every thing that relates to them. 

III. Another ioftruCtion that the prophet gives us is, 
that men commonly learn to fear God, and to do that 
which is right, when he chaftifes them, and they fee 
his judgments; but that the wicked abufe the for¬ 
bearance of God, and are hardned in their fins, when 
he Ihews thetn favour; and inftead of being con¬ 
verted, become yet more wicked. Laftly, The aflii- 
rances which the prophet gives the Jews of the divine 
prote&ion, fhould effectually comfort the church, and 
all its true members, make them eafy in the worft of 
times, and fill them continually.with hope and joy. 

■I 

CHAP. XXVII. 

G OD promifes by his power to punifh the ene¬ 
mies of the Jewsy to be. reconciled with his 
people, and to bring the difperfed in AJfyria and Egypt 
again to Jerujalurty there to worihip the Lord. 

Reflections. 

"\Kf E may gather from this chapter, I. That how 
™ . great foe ver the power of the enemies of God 
. . be. 
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be, he is more powerful than they, and will not fail 
to fet bounds to their malice. 'II. That there is this 
difference between the affli&ions with which God vifits 
his church, and the judgments he difplays againft 
idolaters ■, that God affiidts his church in pure kind- 
nefs, to cleanfe and purify it j whereas he punilhes the 
other in his wrath, and for their deftru&ion. This 
goodnefs of the Lord appears* in the promifes here 
made to gather together the difperfed Jews, and to 
bring them again to Jerufalem, which aftually came 
to pafs after the captivity of Babylon. This teaches 
us, that God does never intirely withdraw his grace 
and prote&ion from his people, and from thole he 
laves *, and that, after he has affiided and humbled 
them, he reftores them .to reft and peace, and gives 
them new proofs of his love, and frelh reaion to ce¬ 
lebrate his mercy. 

CHAP. xxym. 

T HIS is a prophecy againft Epbraim ; that is, 
againft the kingdom of the ten tribes, and 
againft the kingdom of Judah . I. Ifaiab foretels, 
that they ihould be delivered into the hands of their 
enemies, becaufe of their pride, their difiblutenefs, 
and their idolatries. II. He reproaches the priefts 
and the prophets fdr following the general corrup¬ 
tion *, for being as ignorant and wicked as the people, 
and for their falfe confidence, in thinking themfelves 
fecure from the judgments of God.\ III. He de¬ 
nounces thofe judgments againft them, promtfing, 
neverthelefs, tjjat God would difplay his infinite 
power and wifdom in behalf of Jerufalem i and that, 
as the plowman, after he has prepared the earth, and 
fowed his feed, fets apart the good grain; fo the Lord 
wqbld fpare the men of Judah , and not deftroy them 
with the ungodly. 


Reflec- 
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Re flections. 

T 1 H E threatnings of Ifaiab againft the lfraelites , 
■*" teach us, I. That the fins of men* and particu¬ 
lar!* pride, drunkennefs,. and diflblutenels, are the 
caute of thofe'miferies which befai them, and of the 
chaftifements which God infiifts upon them. II. That 
if thefe fins are -difpleafing to God in all perfons, they 
are Hill more odious in the minifters of religion} and 
that ignofance and corruption in thofe who ought to 
teach others, produces depravity in the people, and 
occafions the ruin and deftru&ion of the church. 
III. It is to be obferved, that Ifaiab complains of the 
falfe confidence of the lfraelites , who, at the very 
time the wrath of God was ready to fall upon them, 
in the profoundeft fecurity, laid, IVe have made a co¬ 
venant with death ; and when the overflowing fcourge 
fbatt pafs through , it Jhall not come unto us. Thus 
men flatter themfelyes in their fins, and think them- 
felves fafe, when God is preparing to furprife and 
overwhelm them with his judgments. IV. God (hews 
his goodneis, by promifing to lay in Sion for a.foun¬ 
dation, a tried flone , a precious corner-Jtone , a fure 
foundation. This prophecy properly relates to Jefus 
Chrift, and is feveral times applied to him in the new 
tefiament, where it is faid, that Chrift is that corner- 
ftone upon which the church is built, and which is 
an occafion of (tumbling, and a rock of offence to 
unbelievers, and a means of falvation to all thole that 
believe in him. 

CHAP. XXIX 

T HE prophet, in this and the following'chap¬ 
ters, fpeaks of the coming of the Affyrmns , 
who were to make war upon Jerufalem ; and foregpls, 
I. That that city, which he here calls Ariel , (hould 

in 
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in a fhort time beviftted, and befieged; but that 
God would difperfe and confound thofe that made 
war againft them. II. He fays, that all thefe evils 
would be occafioned by the great hardnds of heart, 
the blindnefs and fefcurity which reigned, even among 
the prophets, and by the hypocrify of the Jews. 
III. To thiefe threatnings Jfaiab joins promifes of 
deliverance.. 

Rif CTION J, 

T N this chapter we are to obferve, I. That T/aiaS’s 
threatnings againft Jerufalem , and againft thole 
who (hould attack it, were executed a few years after, 
when "Sennacherib came to befiego that city, and was 
forced to retreat with the lofs of his army. II. That 
it was the blindnefc of the prophets, and the hypocrily 
of the Jewiy \yhich. obliged God to ufe them in this 
manner. From hence we may conclude, that the ig¬ 
norance and impiety of the governors of the church 
is always attended with great corruption *, and that 
God abhors the worfhip we pay him, when it is only 
external and hypocritical. This is exprefled in thefe 
words, which our Saviour' likewife mentions in thi 
gofpel: 5 This people draw near to me with their moMths , 
and honour me with their lips , but their heart is far 
from me. III. We alfo learn from this chapter, that 
it is great folly, agd'extreme Impiety, to pretend to 
hide ourfelve^ from the eyes of the Lord, and to 
efcape his knowledge and his power* and that nothing 
canlkreen us from hjs judgments, nor hinder him from 
' difpofing of us as ’ the potter difpofes of the clay. 
Laftly, God gives proof of his love and mercy to 
his people, in promifing, after he had threat^?' them, 
to take pity on them, and teftore them to aglorious 
condition, ‘ v 


CHAP. 
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6 H A P. XXX. 

I. .1 t£4:i0H denounces the utmoft qaiferies againft 
W inftead ©r quietly waiting for 

the afliftance of the almighty againft the Affyrians t 
had.recoyrfe to the Egyptians ; who would not hear¬ 
ken to the prophets of the Lord, and would |jren 
hinder them from (peaking. II. He a flu res them, 
they fhould be deliveredfifctflgy trhfted in God rather 
than in man; that God was ready to (hew them favour; 
that he would deliver them, and let them fee the de- 
ftru&ion of the Affyrians ; and that afterwards they 
fhould enjoy peace and happinefs. This prosperity 
the prophet exprefies, by faying, that then the light 
of the fun and moon fhould be much greater than 
ufual, and by other figurative exprefiions. 


Reflections. 

H E completion of what is here read, we find 
in the following chapters, wherein Ifaiab re¬ 
lics what happened when the Affyrians came to make 
fpar iipon Jerufalem. In the. mean time, we muft 
stake thefe three refle&ions on what we read ink this 
chapter. I. The threatnings denounced by 'Ifaiab 
againft the Jews, who, inftead- of depending upon 
God alone, imagined they fhould be defended by the 
kihg of Eppt % teach us, that. (Sod does not blefs 
thole who in time of danger have recodtfe to ill means 
fortheir deliverance, and who truft in men rather 
than in him. To this piirpofe the prophet fays. In- 
rejljbatt ye be faved t in quietnefs and confident Jhall 
be jmHfrengtb. II. Ifaiab'% fharp rebuke of the 
y^^Wwjpfufyig to obey the prophets, and for ftop- 
Jjing thaRmouth’s, and nocfuftering them to fpeak, 
!‘®w’ us, that % is a token of the greateft obftinaey 
not. to darken to the voice of God, nor fuffer his 

fernnts 



Chap. XXX, XXXI. 255 

fervants to fpeal% the- truth. III. God exprefies his 
great kindnefs, wKen,regardlefs of. the fins of, the 
Jews, he tells them, he waited,, to be gracious unto 
them $ that hewobld'again havemercyon them^and 
frote& jerujaltm and its inhabitants again!! the 
Jyrians. This kmdriefs and mercy of God towards 
men fhould engage vk chiefly to feek his favour," to 
rely on him alone, and to live in iiich a manner, that 
we may have him fm^^yprote&or, and put bur 
whole confidence in ’ 

CHAP/XXXI. 


T HE prophet continues to threaten thofe who 
ihoufd feek for help from the Egyptians again ft 
the yijfyrians, and.to allure the Jews, bf the divine 
protection. 


Reflbcti o*m s. 

T H E principal inftruftion to.be drawn from this 
A , chapter is, that to put our confidence in man, 
rather than in the divim affiftance, is to fin againft 
God, and to deceive ounelves. As Jfaiab faid, that 
the .Egyptians were men and not God, we fhou$f al¬ 
ways remember, that men are very weak', that all their 
power is but vanity.> and that they who depend upon 
them Ifiall be deceived in their expectation j whereas 
thofe who hope in God, and fear him, and reft whol¬ 
ly upon his power, are entirely fafe. This the Jews 
fhould have acknowledged, whfen Sennacherib, king 
of AJJytia, came againft Jerusalem.- His apptba^h 
andf progrefs at firft threw terrorall aroun<yj|^< r&l 
confoundedthe enterprifes of that prince^ 
by the prayers.o/ 
lone, reftorcd 
fequel. 
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I. /yfH defcJi^ feefelicity which the Jews 

would enjoy under theieignbf king Hezekiab, 
after the defeat and retreat Of the king of rfjfyria \ 
and he foietels, that then good men flipuld be exalted, 
and that unjuft and wicked men Ihpuld be abad|d. 
if. He. applies hirpfelf to the women of, Je’rufalem, 
who lived in luxury andftHftg^iacy, and warns them 
t) bewail the calamities which' were to fall upon them; 
promiftng4||ffh^ fame time, that peace;and profperity 
(hould fucceed forrow and trouble, : and that the 
judgments of Qod (hould fall heavy like liail upon the 
Jffyrians. 

RtnicTTdNt 

•s •* 

T 1 HIS chapter affords us the fame reflexions as 
' ‘*' v the former, upon the great deliverance that God 
W3S to grant to Jerusalem in Hezekiab' s time. Be¬ 
rnes, what Ifaiab lays concerning the happinefs and 
peace which the Jews (hould enjoy under the go¬ 
vernment of that king, afdfc having'been in extreme 
danger, (hould make -us fenfible, that it is a great 
bleffing to a nation ,to be fubjeX to juft and religious 
princes and magiftrafts. , But it is a much greater 
happinefs to have God for our prCteXor, and to be of¬ 
fered of his afliftance and favour in all our wants and 
neceflities. 


: C H A P. XXXIII. 



gain a prophefy ‘of the ruin of the 
cpme againft Jerufa- 
uah *t$e reigti of He- 
J>romifes, & this ‘juft and pious 
i be bleffed ; feat Jervfedem (hould be pre¬ 
ferred 
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ferved, by the power of God, and the army of Sen¬ 
nacherib long of Jffyria deftroyed. 

Reflections. 

r T'H E firft- inftru&ion this chapter affords us is, 
A that all the defigns, and all the attempts of 
the enemies of God and his church, are vain and inef¬ 
fectual i that they cannot refill the power of the 
Lord; and that whatedlMftSy undertake againft him, 
does only turn to his glory and their confufion. It 
mull further be confidered, that the threatnings con¬ 
tained in this chapter relate in general to all wicked 
men j fince God is to them a confuming fire. Sin¬ 
ners are afraid ; fearfulnefs hath furprifed the hypo¬ 
crites \ fo that they lhall fay. Who among us fhall 
dwell with the devouring fire ? Who among us fhall 
dwell with everlafting burnings ? Thefe words prelent 
us with a lively image of the horror and defpairwhich 
fhall feize the wicked,- wJien -God lhall come to judge 
them. 'Take notice likewite, that what Ifaiab faid 
of good king Hezekiah agrees to all good men •, and, 
as the prophet exprefles it, He that walketh ngbteoujfy^ 
and fpeaketb uprightly ; be that defpifeth the gain of 
opprejfions , and jhuttetb his eyes from feeing evil , be 
fhall dwell on high , and JhallAack nothing. In thefe 
wprds we fee what* are the characters of true piety, 
and the happy condition of its votaries. Latlly, 
From this chapter we may conclude, that as God 
formerly delivered Jerufalem , when invaded by the 
yfffyrians , he will conllantly be the prottjClor of the 
church, and of all jthat fear him, fo thatthey may 
boldly fay : The Lord is our judge , the Id Bu cur 
lawgiver , the Lord is our king> he will favn^r 

C H 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

T HIS chapter contains threatnings againft the 
Edomite :whole ruin God denounces. Jfaiah 
prophefies, that Idumea fliould be delolate *, that icings 
fhou Id no longer reign there, and that it fliould be 
reduced to a wildernefs. 

Reflections. 

r P I I E Iv E are two refleiftions to be made upon 
this chapter. I. That the Edomites, who were 
neighbours to the Jews, and who were defended 
from Dan, brother to the patriarch "Jacob, were quite 
deftroyed by the king of yjjfria, fome time after 
this prediction of Jjuiab ; that their country was 
made a wildernefs, and that they never did recover 
from that delblation*, fo that the threatnings which 
Jfaiah and other prophets had pronounced againft 
them were put in execution. , II*. We are to take no¬ 
tice, that God dealt thus with them, becaufe they at 
all times dealt wickedly with the Jews, who were 
their brethren ; and becaufe they rejoiced at their fall. 
Thus the deftrudtion of Idumea, is an exampje of 
God’s judgment upon thole that are cruel and unjuft, 
and who wifli ill to others, and rejoice in their mife- 
ries. 

C II A P. X’XXV. 


T H F. prophet deferibes, in* figurative expref- 
fions? the Jtws joy in their own deliverance, 
and the aonfufion of their enemies. 

Reflection s. 

H A T is here faid relates firft to the happy 
Hate of the Jews , when God delivered them 

from 
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from the invafion of the king of /ljfyria , and after¬ 
wards, when they were brought again from the cap- 
tivity of Babylon \ whilft the * Edomites , whofc ruin 
Jfaiah had foretold in the foregoing chapter, and their 
other enemies, were deftroyed. This palhtgc of the 
prophet is ( likewife to be applied to the chriftian 
church, and to the bleffings that God would bellow 
upon it, by the means of the Mefllah redeeming and 
fandlifying the faithful, deftroying their fpiritual ene¬ 
mies, and conferring on them eternal happinefs. The 
laft words of this chapter exprefs the lentiments of 
ioy and gratitude which fo great a deliverance pro¬ 
duces in the heart of all true believers. 

C II A P. XXXVI. 

T HEhiftory contained in this and the following 
chapters, proves the completion of the predic¬ 
tions fet down in the foregoing chapters, which fore¬ 
told, that God would deliver ''Jerusalem from the in- 
"vafion of the / IJfyrhns . Sennacherib king of slffy- 
ria , makes war againll Hezekiab king of Judah , 
and after he had taken leveral cities from him, he 
fends Raljbakeb to Jaufawm , to fummon IL zekiab 
and the Jews to furrenJer ; and to blafpheme agakill 
God ; faying, that as the gods of the nations which 
he had conquered had not been able to deliver their 
land, fo neither woulcUhe God whom Hezekiab wor- 
fhipped be able to deliver him. This fame hillory is 
recorded in the fixteenth and following chapters of the 
lecond book of Kings, 

Reflections. 

Ty 1 E mull look upon the war which tfte*king of 
JJJjria made againll Hezekiab , and the ad¬ 
vantages which that idolatrous king obtained over 
him, as a punifliment to Hezekiab' s fubje&s, and a 

R 2 trial 
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trial fent by God to this pious prince, to engage him 
and all his people to • have recourfe to him, and to 
give them afterwards extraordinary proofs of his 
power in delivering them from fo great a danger. 
It is next to be oblerved, that the haughty and im¬ 
pious lpeeches of Sennacherib, and his blafphemies 
againft God, which fo much aftonilhed llezekiah , 
haftned the ruin of that idolatrous king, and induced 
God to deftroy him. When men fly in the face of 
the almighty, and infult him with impious fpeeches', 
he fails not to fet bounds to their infolence. This 
ought'to infpire us with an utter abhorrence of every 
thing that affronts the divinity •, and particularly of 
blat] hemy, and all other difcourfes that violate the 
reverence which is due to the great God whom we 
adore. 


C H A P. XXXVII. 


I. T T E Z E K 1 AH acquaints If.iiab with the blaf- 
11 phemies of Sennacherib , king o i /IJJyria ; and 
the prophet allures him of God’s afliitance. II. Sen¬ 
nacherib is obliged to leave Judea, becaufe the king 
of Ethiopia had declared war againft him; and lends 
letters to llezekiah, full of threatnings and blalphe- 
mies againft God. III. llezekiah carries thefe letters 
to the temple of the Lord, and implores his ai- 
fiftance. IV. Ifaiab aflures him from God, that 
the king of Affyria fliould not enter Jerufalem , but 
fhould return to his own coun ry.* V. An angel de- 
ftroys the army of Sennacherib ; who, being returned 
to his own country, is murdered by his own children. 


Reflections. 

YX/ - E are to obferve in this chapter, I. That 
Iiezekiah , extremely alarmed by the threat¬ 
nings of Sennacherib, had recourfe to the interceflion 

of 
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of Ifaiah ■, carried to the temple the infulting letters 
-which that idolatrous king had fent him •, and offered 
up to God a prayer, full of finccre piety, firm con¬ 
fidence and great zeal for the glory of God. Thus 
thofe who tear God have recourfe to him, and the 
prayers of good men, in ill their troubles. II. By 
the-aflurances Ifaiah gave Hezekiab of the divine af- 
fiftance, we learn, that what chiefly provoked the 
Lord was the extreme infolen^e of the king of Affy- 
ria , and his blafphemies; and that God never fails 
to confound the proud and ungodly. Ifaiah 's mef- 
fage to Hezekiab exprefies very ftrongly the pride of 
Sennacherib , and at the fame time his weaknefs, and- 
the power werewith God would fet bounds to his 
malice, by deftroying him, and delivering Jernfa- 
lem. Laftly, It appears from this chapter, that 
Ifaiab’s promiles, and the confidence of Hezekiab, 
were not in vain. Providence thought fit that Tyrhakab 
king of Ethiopia fhould declare war againft Scnna- 
chjnLr to oblige him to retire from Hezekiab 's do¬ 
minions ; the army of the Affyrians was miraculoufly 
defeated by an angel, and Sennacherib himlelt, at his 
return from this expedition, was allallinated by his 
fons in the temple of the idol whom he worlhippecL 
In thele events every one may fee, that trull in Ga - 
and prayers are very eftedlual; that the power of Goa 
is infinite *, that he is juft, and that looner or later 
he punilhcs wicked princes, and in general all thofe 
who affront him by their impiety and their pride. 


C II A P. XXXVIII. 

K I N G Hezekiab being fick, Ifaiah comes to 
acquaint him, that he was to die ; but God be¬ 
ing moved by the prayers of this prince, promifes 
him fifteen years longer life, and confirms the promife 

R 3 . by 
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by a miracle. IJezekiab being recovered, praifes God 
in a fong. 

Reflections. 

I. T T is to be obferved, that about the time Hcze- 
kiab had been attacked by the AJJyrtans , God 
vifited him with a mortal difeafe. This was a new 
trial for that prince whom God loved, and which was 
to ferve to manilefl and ftrengthen his faith and piety. 
For the fame n .. '.n God atfhcls his children after di¬ 
vers manners,' and after he has delivered them from 
one danger, futiers them lbmetimes to fall into ano¬ 
ther. II. The prayer which lirzck: :b made to God 
in his ficknels, beleeching the l.ord to remember, 
that he had w.dked before him in integrity, fliews, 
that men apply to God with great confidence in time 
of adverltty, and at the approach of death, when 
they have lived in hoihvfs, and done that which is 
right in his light. III. In the ludden healing of //*’- 
zekitib, and in the miracle God wrought for his fake, 
we may obferve.the power of God, his love to that 
prince, and the efficacy of the prayers of the righte¬ 
ous. Lafily, Th< fa whom God has delivered .from 
death, or any other danger, ought, in imitation of 
Ilez kiih , who praifes God in a fo.ig of tharikfgiving, 
to celebrate his loving-kindn . f to r-referve there- 
viembrar.ee of it, and to employ tlieir life to his glory. 

C II A P. XX'LlX. 

T h e king of Babylon having fent ambaffadors 
to IJtzekiaby that prince fiiewed them his trea- 
furcs : which Ifaiah reproved him for, and told him, 
that thofe treafures, and even his children, flaould be 
carried to Babylon. 


R E f i. e c- 
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Reflections. 

% 

T -1 HESE are the reflections which the fcripture 
A makes on what is related in this chapter. 
When the ambaffadors of the king of Babylon came 
to Hezekiah , to inquire after the miracle that had hap-' 
pened, when the fhadow of the fun-dial of Ahaz 
went backward with the fun, God left Hezekiah to 
himfelf to try him •, but Hezekiah rendered ndt unto 
God according to the benefit done unto him, for his 
heart was lifted.up-, thereto# the wrath of God was 
kindled againit "jervfa'.em. Upon which Ifxuih told 
him, that his childien and his treafures fhould be car¬ 
ried to B-ibyic/i \ but Hezekiah and the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem humbling themlelves, the wrath of God 
came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. — 
We may learn from hence, how eaiiiv nu n lorget 
themfclve:; in prolperityand tint thole v.ho have 
done their duty in time of alkie’.ion, often grow re- 
>rrr£v'“when it isovei. This hiltory lhc\\> hkswife, 
that worldly advantages are vain and uncertain, and 
that we lhould never be pulled up widi the roffclnon 
of them. Lallly, It appears from hence, tint God 
chatliles thofe he loves, when they grow' remits and 
offend him-, but that he is reconciled, as loon as they 
repent and humble themlelves. 

C A P. XL. 

I. f ■ A 11 K pro^i/et comforts the people of God, 
and alWres them, God, whole word and 
piomifes are always lure, would deliver mem. II. I le 
exhorts them to rejoice at that g:c ;t di livuar.ee. 
III. He deferibes the infinite ma-edy, power, ..r.d 
wifdom of God, and the folly of thofe t:..»t * ip 
idols. Laftly, He di dares the happinefs of t .ole 
who woifhip the true Cud, and put their troll in him. 

R 4 R ~ r l l c- 
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Reflections. 

H E protnifes which God makes in this chapter, 
to comfort and redeem his people, are not to 
be explained only of the deliverance wrought for the 
Jews, in freeing them from the king of /.Iffyria , and 
bringing them again from the Babylonijh captivity : 
they chiefly relate to the times of the gofpel, and in 
particular to the coming of John the baptift, who 
was fent by God to prepare men to believe in Jefus 
Chrift. This we learn in the beginning of St John's 
gofpel, where this pro^iecy is applied to John the 
baptift; The voice of one crying in the wildernefs , Pre¬ 
pare ye the way of the Lord , make his paths Jlraight. 
To the fame times muft be referred what Ifaiah fays 
of the liability of the word of God, in oppofition to 
man’s infigniikancy, as St Peter teaches, when he, 
applying to the gofpel the words of Ifaiah, fays. 
All flejh is grafjj and all the goodlinefs thereof is as 
the flower of the field. The grafs withereth, the flower ' 
f .idetb •, but the word of the Lord endtiretb for ever. 
And this is that word which by the gofpel is preached 
unto you, 1 Per. i. 25. What the prophet fays in the 
latter part of this chapter, is very remarkable he 
there fpeaks of the majefty of God in exalted tefms, 
and the molt noble ideas *, he renrefents in a lively 
manner the ftupidity of idolaters, ,who worfhip dumb 
idols which their own hands have framed ; and de- 
feribes the perfect happinefs of thofe who put their 
trull in God alone. Theie difco’rfes of the prophet 
teach us, that God abhors idolatry *ynd neither ought 
nor can be reprelented by any image; that we ought 
to adore and fear this, great God, before whom all 
Creatures are as nothing ; and that all our happinefs 
depends on his favour, and our trull in him. 


CIIA P. 
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CHAP. XLI. 

t. fT^HE prophet addrefies himlelf to the ifles, 
that is to the diftant nations, and exhorts 
them to own the power of God, and the vanity of 
idols. II. He allures the Ifraelites of the divine pro¬ 
tection ; promifing to make them triumph over their 
enemies, and to fhower his favours upon them. Laftly, 
He fhews, that the Lord was the only true God ; and 
that the idols were only falfe, divinities, becaufe they 
could not foretel things to come ; and promifes that 
JeruJalem fhould be reitored. 

Reflections. 

f T' HIS chapter teaches us, I. That the Lord is the 
A true God, who ought alone to be worlhipped and 
adored; that His power is infinite ; that he difpofes of 
k'ings, and of all events; and that thofe who ferve 
idols are mad. II. We here fee the firmnefsof God’s 
covenant with his ancient people, and his love to them; 
from whence we may conclude, that as the chriftian 
church is not lefs dear to him, he wMl never forfake it; 
that whatever condition it be in, it has nothing to 
fear, and that the enemies of the church, far from 
compaffing its ruii, (hall be themlelves deftroyed. 
111 . We ought to tike particular notice of the realon 
which the prophet [Art s, to prove that idols we/e not 
gods; faying, tK. ; V they could not foretel things to 
tome, nor do ar?y hurt or good to men. This confi- 
deration, which fo ftrongly demonftrates the vanity of 
idols, moft plainly fhews, that the many prophecies 
we have in the holy fcriptures could proceed from none 
but God. It proves that there is a God, who knows 
and governs all things, and that the holy fcriptures 

are 
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are true and divinely infpired. Laftly, .This teaches 
us, that the great God, who knoweth and can do 
all things, is the Lord of a!! men, the judge of the 
world, and he who ought to be feared •, fince, as he 
is almighty, he will cxeit his power for the good of 
thofe that worfhip him, and to punifh thofe that re¬ 
bel againit him. 


C II A 1 \ XLII. 

I. T S AIA H goes on to forcrel the Jews deliverance 
and reftoration by Cyrus ; but he chiefly fpeaks 
of the coming of the Median, to bellow his favours 
on the Je:cs, and alfo on the Gentiles. II- He ex¬ 
horts men to praile God, and to rejoice in the happi- 
nefs which the? werefhortly to enjoy. III. He fore- 
tels, that idoiators iruruh' hr confounded, and idola¬ 
try deftroyed. IV. He complains of the blindnefs 
of the Jews ; and declares, that becaufe of their fins 
they fhould be delivered into the hands of their «;:■> 
mies. 

* Reflections. 

« 

C T Mat then:, quoting the firfl verfes of this chap¬ 
ter, teaches us, that this prophefy reprefents. the 
characters of the Mefliali; which are, his great mcek- 
nefs and humility, the glory of his works, and the 
power wherewith he was to efb/olifh his kingdom 
throughout all the nations of the garth. Thele are fo 
many proofs that Jei'us is the t: le Mefliah promifed 
by the prophets; and fo many in. 1 ^ements to us, to 
fubmit ourfelves with joy to this Saviour, abounding 
in power and goodnefs. II. Ifaiah exprefles the fen- 
timents of joy and gratitude which men would be af¬ 
fected with, when the Saviour of the world fhould be 
manifefted : which are defcribed in thefe words, Sing 
unto the Lord a new Jong, and his praife from the end 
of the earth. Te that go dojpn to the fca, and all that 
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is therein ; the ijles and the inhabitants thereof ; let them 
give glory to the Lord , and declare his j.raife. Thefe 
are the thanks we ought to render incelfantly to God, 
upon account of the good things he has done for us in 
Chrift Jefus; and particularly, for delivering us from 
the idolatry which formerly reigned in the world. 
HI. The example of the Jews* who were expofed to 
defolation becaufe of their blindnefs and ftupidity, is 
a warning to us, that it is fin which expofes men to fo 
many evils, and engages God to lor fake them, when 
they fiiut their eyes againft the light which enlightens 
them, when they are deaf to his voice, and refute to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his law. 


C II A P. XLIII. 


I. O D promiles to deliver his people by his in- 
Jf finite power, and to bring them back from 
’ their dilperfion. II. He declares that he was the only 
true God who created all things, and who madehim- 
felfi known to the J-.ws ; and that he would not fail 
to gather them together again. III. He complains, 
that that people had notferved him as they ought, and 
threatens to elidible them ; but promiles, however, to 
be reconciled with them, and to forgive them. 


R r A LECTIONS. 

A- V 

\\T F, lee in Qie firil part of this chapter the love 
of God to the fezes. That love appears in 
the afiiirances he gives them of Ins protection, as be¬ 
ing their God, their Saviour, "and their King; and in 
the promifes he makes them, of delivering them from 
the Balylonijh captivity.. fThcle promifes are hkewile 
applicable to the chriftian church, and to all the truly 

faithful. 
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faithful, and are very proper to comfort and fill them 
with hope and joy. The fecond part of this chapter 
affords us powerful motives to fear the Lord our God •, 
fince he is the Lord, and the only true God, that has 
been from all times, that has made all things, that 
knovys what is to come, and does what he pleafes, fo 
that nothing can refill him, and from his hand no¬ 
thing can deliver us. God’s reproaching of the Jews, 
for having provoked and offended him by their facri- 
fices, and by the fervice they paid him, teaches us, 
that all worfliip which confifts purely of ceremonies, 
and of the externals of religion, is abominable to the 
Lord. Laftly, The promiles of pardon, at the end 
of this chapter, fhew, that if God afflids men for 
their correction, he is likewife always ready to fhew 
mercy to them, when they humble themfelves j that 
it is he alone who pardons fins ; and that he does it 
only for his pwn fake, and out of pure mercy. 


CHAP. XLIV. 

T HIS chapter contains, I. Exprefs promifes of 
the deliverance of the Jews, and of the favours 
which God would beftow upon them. II. A bealiti-* 
ful defcription of the folly of idolators. III. An ex¬ 
hortation to the Jews, to rejoice, in the hopes that 
God would bring them out of cqlptivity, and would 
fettle them again in their own d luntry by means of 
Cyrus king of Perfia. h 

Reflections. 

I. f I' H E promiles which God made to his people, 
to redeem them, to paufe them to increafe and 
multiply, and to blefs them % began to be accomplilhcd 
when he delivered the Jews from the captivity of Ba¬ 
bylon i 



Chap. XLIV, XLV. 269 

byion i but they were perfectly fulfilled when God, 
according to his promife, fent his Son into the world 
to fave mankind. Wherefore it is our duty to medi¬ 
tate upon thefe gracious promifes with faith and gra¬ 
titude j to rejoice in God, and return him thanks for 
the completion of them. II. This chapter contains a 
defcription of the vanity of idols, which deferves to 
be read with care and attention. Ifatab reprefents the 
folly of thofe that worfhip images made of wood, ‘or 
other materials, and fall down before the work of 
their own hands, and before dead things. By which 
we fee into what extravagancies men are capable of 
falling, when left to themfelves, and deprived of the 
light of the divine word; and what condition we 
fhould ftill be in, if we had not been delivered from 
idolatry, to ferve the true and living God. This 
fhews likewife with what refpect and fear we ought to 
worlhip the almighty God, who is the governor of 
the world, who knows all things •, and as his power 
kvfcws no bounds, can do good to thofe that reve¬ 
rence him, and punilh thofe that offend him. The 
laft verfes of this chapter are remarkable : God therein 
promifes, not only that the Jews fhould return from 
Babylon , and their city and temple be rebuilt; but he 
fays, this fhould be done by means of a king named 
Cyrus; which accordingly came to pafs about two 
hundred years after ^his prediction. 


Cif’A A P. XLV. 

I N this chapter it is foretold, that there fhould arife 
a king named Cyrus , to whom God would give 
great power, and who fhould let the Jews at liberty, 
and fend them back from Babylon into their own 
country. The prophet fitys, that God would do all 
this to manifeft his power and love to his people •, 
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and to (lievv, that the idols of the heathens were falfe 

g )ds-, and that there \Vas no other God beftdes the 
od of Ifrael. 


Reflections. 


*Tp IIIS chapter contains one of the moft exprefs 
and moft remarkable prophecies in the old tefta- 
ment. The purport of it is, that a king named Cy¬ 
rus fhould become exceeding powerful ; that God 
would go before him, and grant him great victories; 
that he would give him immenfe riches, and the mo¬ 
narchy of Pfia j and that this prince would grant the 
Jews -leave to return to their own country, and caufe 
them to rebuild Jerufalcm and the temple. Thele 
things were foretold two hundred years before they 
happened ; at the end of which time Cyrus , the king 
of Pcrfa, deftroyed the monarchy of the Cb tidains, 
and published an edict in behalf of the Jews, caufing 
them to return to their own country. Theie pj£- 
diftions, which were fo exactly fulfilled, invincibly 
prove the ciivine original of the holy feriptures, and 
the truth of religion. They prove, that there is a God 
who knows things to come, and who prefideSover all 
events, and every thing that happens in the w<Jrld. 
They prove, in particular, that lie dilpofes of things 
which depend upon the will of man, without depriving 
him of his liberty ; fo that men, ^vithout knowing it, 
bring about the deligns of provkf nee. By this the true 
God is diftinguifhed from idols ,p s is oblerved feve- 
ral times in this and the former chapters. From.thc 
whole we mult conclude, that God alone is to be 
feared and adored j that he difpofes all things with 
wifdom •, and that the end he propofes to himlelf in 
all his works, is to make himlelf known to men, 
and to engage them to ferve and fear him. This ap¬ 
peared ftiil plainer in the accomplifhmcnt of the pro- 

mifes 
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mifes made of fending Jefus Chrift, and eflablifhing 
his kingdom. 

C A A 1 \. XLVI. 

I SAIAH forecels, that the Babylonians fliould be 
deftro'yed •, and that it fhoukl then appear, that 
Bdl and Nebo, which were their idojf, were nothing 
but falie gods•, and that the Lord was the protector 
of the Jews., and the only true God. The prophet 
adds, that God would bring from the eaft a man, 
who fliould execute the defigns of his providence; 
by which he denotes Cyrus, who would come from 
Perfia , to fubdue the Babylonians , and fet the Jnvs at 
liberty. 

Reflections. 

HAT is here faid of the destruction of Baby¬ 
lon , was fulfilled when that city was taken, and 
the. empire of the Babylonians pafied to the Aides and 
Perfians. God himiclf declares, that this great event 
would be an illultrious proof to the "jew, and to all 
nations, that the gods of the heathens were but dead 
idols; that he alone was the Almighty ; that futurity 
was perfectly known to him, and that nothing could 
hinder the execution of. his defigns. We difeover, 
likevvife, in the deftru&itjli of Babylon , God’s love to 
his people, and the truth of his promifes. God here 
allures the Jew, thi; as he had taken care of them 
from the beginning jie would always be the lame to 
them •, from wher ( l\ve may conclude, that God will 
never ceafe to loveMnd protect his church, and that it 
is not poflible he (hould forget his own people. This 
chapter contains likewife a remarkable description of 
the madnefs of idolaters, who, after they had made 
images of gold or lilver, fell down before themt and 

implored 
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implored the afliftartce of the gods, who could neither 
ftir from their place, nor hear them, nor deliver them. 
From whence we learn, that idolatry is the greateft 
infult than can be offered to the diety, and at the fajne 
time the greateft error that men can poffibly fall into. 


CHAP. XLV1I. 

I SAIA H continues to prophecy againft Babylon. 

He foretels, that God would humble the pride of 
the Babylonians ; and that after he had delivered his 
people into their hands to be chaftifed by them, he 
would ftrip them of their power and glory which they 
were fo proud of; and would punifh them for the 
barbarities they had exerciled againlt his people, for 
their pride, their idolatry and other crimes. 

Reflections. 

r * 

"1XT E are to confider on this chapter, I. That God 
difpofe^ 01 all things, and particularly of the 
molt poweiful kings and >' >tes, with an iriefiftible 
power, ami at the fame time with peifedt juftice. .This 
appeared formerly in the abaiemenc and definition of 
Babylon , which came to pal's according to the predic¬ 
tions of Ifaiah. II. It appears, .that thele things en¬ 
gaged God to punifh the Babylonians, their pride, 
their inhuman treatment of the and their idola¬ 

try. Therefore we cannot do$y' t but thefe fins ex- 
pofe men, in a particular manne^ to the wrath of 
God. This proves too, that God is the judge of the 
world *, that he alone is to be feared •, and that he is 
engaged by his goodnefs and juftice to do good to 
thofeffratferve him, and ftudy to plcafc him. 


CIIAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

I. "TSAIAH tells the Jew's, that God had fore- 

warned them of what was coming upon them, 
that they might renounce idolatry, .confeis that he 
was the only God, and be converted and turn unto him. 

II. He tells them, that God, for his own fake, and 
for the glory .of his name, would not entirely deftroy 
them; but would execute his judgments and threat- 
nings on the Babylonians their enemies. III. That 
if they had heirkned to the voice of God, they would 
not have been delivered up to the Babylonians that 
heverthelefs God would redeem them, and bring them 
again from Babylon ; but*that there (hould be no peace 
for their enemies, nor for the wicked in general. 

Reflections. 

HP HIS chapter (hews, I. That God manifefts 
himfelf to men. and makes known his. will to 
them, and his pu.pofes, as far as it is neceflary, to 
teach them to fear him, and to render them happy. 
II. It is to be well abferved, that God fays here, he 
had declared things to come, long before they hap- 
pened, to convince the Jews that he was the only 
true God, and to turn them from the worfhip of idols. 
This confideration, which God propofes in fo.'many 
places of this book,’, and in the other prophets, de- 
ferves our moft fervnis reflections. God could not 
more exprefsly dec}ate, that one of the deleft ways 
in which he, has< revealed himfelf to mankind, are 
the predictions of the prophets; which, with the 
ftrongeft evidence, prove that there is a God and 
a providence, whicj* governs all things: Therefore 
we ought to give particular heed to this proof, that 
we may, by this means, be confirmed in the belief of 
Vou II. * S the 
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the truth of religiQn, and the praftice of our duty. 
III. The third inlfruftion is,, that if men on their part 
would aft. fuitably to what God does for them, they 
would enjoy perfeft happinefs, and would not com¬ 
pel him, as it were, to puhilh them. Gqd fhejws his 
favourable difpofitions to men in thefe expremons ; 
lam the Lord tby God, which teacbetb thee to profit, 
which leadetb thee by the way tbou Jbouldft go. O that 
i£ou btidjl bear hied to my commandments,' then had thy 
peace been as a river, and tby rigbteoufnefs as the waves 
of the fea. Laftly, It appears from thk chapter, that, 
if God is engaged to punilh men, he withdraws his 
fcourge from them as foon as he obferves them hum¬ 
bled. Thus he afted towards the Jews, when he fent 
them. into captivity, and afterwards brought them 
again in peace. 

CHAP. XLIX. 

I. T S AIA U proclaims the glorious reflioration of 
y the Jews, and at the fame time the coming of 
the Medial), who fhould bring falvation and deliver¬ 
ance to all nations ; and promiies the Jews, that God 
would let them at liberty by freeing them from the 
Babylonijb captivity. 11. He invites all creatures to 
rejoice at the profpeft of lb great falvation ; he com¬ 
forts the Jews , who might have thought tbemfelves 
forfaken of God; he affures them, that the Lord 
would proteft and reftgre them, multiply them ex¬ 
ceedingly, procure them the fS. our of ftrange prin¬ 
ces, and would make their glory i/fible to all people, 
by fubduing their oppreffors. 

Rmccno N*B. 

\\J H A T is faid in this chapter was in part ful- 
™ . filled, when, about two hundred years afrer 
fhefe prediftions, the Jc$vs were*recalied from the 

Babyloni/h 
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tSabylonifh captivity. Qod then difplayed, iq a'glo¬ 
rious manner, his powers in the fight of ail nations j 
he gave his people ftrange princes for their protestors, 
foch as Cyrus, Darius , and feveral others; he gather¬ 
ed them together in their own country, and caufed 
them "there to increaie and multiply, and blefled them 
exceedingly. But thefe promifes more efpeciaHy re¬ 
late to the chriftian church. Here we fee clearly the 
calling of the Gentiles, and the marvellous increafe of 
the church of Chrift. This St Paul teaches us, when, 
to convince the Jews that the gofpel was to be preach¬ 
ed to the heathens, he cites the prophecy taken-from 
this chapter: J have Jet thee to be a light to the Gen¬ 
tiles, that thou Jhouldfi be for falvation unto the ends 
of the earth. Ads xiii. 47. and when the fame apoftle 
applies likewife to the times of the gofpel thefe other, 
words of Ifaiah, In an acceptable time have I heard 
thee, and in a day of falvation have I helped thee-, be¬ 
hold now is the accepted time , behold now is the day of 
falvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. In that hafipy time, the chufch 
faw her fons multiply ; and the kirtgs and great men 
of the world fubmitted to the almighty God, and 
came into the number of his worihippers. All who 
have .the happinefs to be members of the church, 
fhould be fenfible of the value of thefe privileges, and 
jpoljefs them with gratitude and thankfulhefs. Chrift 
tian princes, in particular, ought to learn front hence, 
that their greateft-glory confifts in knowing God, in 
belonging to his church, in+eing the defenders and 
nurfing fathers of it, and in ufing their power to make 
it fiourifh more and more.. Laftly, We have here 
the ftrongeft aflurances of God’s care and love for his 
people; God declares, that though a worfian mayfor¬ 
get her fucking child, hi will never forget his church, 
which he has graven upon, the palms of his hands. 
Thefe are promifes full of comfort to the church in 
general,’ and to all its true members. . 

S 2 


CHAP. 
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G H A i. L. 

I. T SAIAH makes ufe of the comparifon of a wo- 
X man who had been divorced from her hufband, 

to fhew the Jews, that if they had been rejeded, it 
was becaufe .they had forfaken God ; that, however, 
God was able to deliver them, fince he was governor 
of the world, and*nothing could refill his power. 

II. He mentions the troubles which he had been ex- 
pofed to in the difcharge of his miniftry, and exprefies 
his %m confidence in God. 

Reflections. 

HAT Ifaiah fays to the Jews in this chapter, 
fhould lead us to obferve, I. That God never 
forfakes men, till they have firft forfaken him, and 
that their fins interrupt the flow of his mercies towards 
them. II. That if the Jews were juftly rejected for 
not hearkning to tlfe voice of God and his prophets, 
our condemnation will be much more fevere, if we 
hearken not to the voice of Jefus Chrift. III. The 
minifters of the Lord may learn from what happened 
to Ifaiah , that they miy exped to meet with t much 
oppofition in the difcharge of th?ir office; but that, 
however, they are not to jeave-their calling; for pod 
will fupport them, and ail who labour and fuffer for 
his fake.. Laftly, We fee, in the-fecond part of this 
chapter, a reprefentaticp of the contradictions Jefus 
Chrift was expofed to, of the infults he received from 
his crucifidrs, and the glorious and happy iflue of all 
his labours, when God tailed him from the dead, and 
eftjibhfhed his kingdom, in fpite of all oppofition from 
the world. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP. LI. 

I. fTVH E prophet promifes the Jews, that as 
I Gpd had bleiled Abraham and Sarah , by 
giving them a numerous pofterity, he would alfo 
comfort and increafe them after their captivity j would 
give tarn reafon to rejoice, and for their deliverance 
would exert the fame power which he had formerly 
ihewn againft Rabab, that is, again ft Egypt, when 
he delivered their fathers, and made a way for them 
'in the Red-fea. * II. He exhorts them to truft in God, 
who would not fail to comfort Jerusalem, raifing it 
froSi its ruins, after it had been deftroyed by the 
Chaldeans and then to deftroy the Chaldeans them- 
felves, for all the mifchiefs they had brought upon the 
Jews. 

R EFtC C.T I O N S. 

T T muft be obferved, I. That, according to the 
promifes contained in this chapter, God did reftore 
the Jews , after he J>ad afflifted them ; and difplayed 
his almighty power in their behalf, when he redeemed 
theip from the captivity of Babylon. II. What is 
here faid, tends very much to the confolation of the 
church in general. God’s tender afieilion to the 
JeiviJh nation, fuffers us not to doubt, but he loves 
alfo the church of his own Son; and that, if he affli&s 
it, he is ncverthelefs always its protaftor. III. The 
prophet teaches us, not to fear men, though they 
appear never fo formidable, fince they are but mortals, 
and the Lord is infinitely more powerful than they. 
IV. What is here faid, of the joy with which the 
Jews Ihould be filled, when the Lord brought them 
out of Babylon^ lis to be looked upon as a type of 
that great joy which Jefus Chrilt would produce in the 
world. But it muft likewife be obferved, that this 

S3 j°¥ 
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joy only belongs tp the righteous, and that the con- 
folations wfe read of in this chapter, are only intended 
for the true people of God, for thole that feek the 
Lord, and that hear his voice, and have his ^aw en¬ 
graven in their hearth; but thefe promiles do by no 
means relate to the ungodly, whom God has threatned 
to give to drink of the cup of bis fury, and to over¬ 
take them with his judgments. 

C H A P. LII. 

T HE prophet continues to promile, that God would 
reftore Jerusalem. He allures them, that God 
would work wonders for their deliverance in the l^jht 
of all the earth, and bring them from Babylon with 
great joy. ' 

Reflections. 

HP HIS prophecy has two views: The firft was» 
the deliverance of the captive Jews from Baby¬ 
lon and in this refpeft thefe predictions were fulfil- 
ed when Cyrus put an end to tljeir captivity, arid 
they left the idolatrous nations, to return to Jerufa - 
lent , there to worlhip God as before. The fecond 
and chief defign of this prophecy, was to foretel the 
redemption of mankind by Jefus Chrift, and that 
the happy news of this redemption, and of the com¬ 
ing of the kingdom of God, Ihould be publilhed 
throughout the .world by the apoftles. This St Paul 
teaches us, when he applies to the preaching of the 
gofpel thefe words' of Ifaidh: How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings , that publijheth peace , that bringeth good tid¬ 
ings of good, that publifbetb falvation, that faith unto 
Sion , *Thy God reignetb! It is evidennfrom this chap¬ 
ter, I. That it is the duty of thole to whom the 
gofpel is preached, to blels God for having accom- 

plilhed 
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plifhed thefe noble promifes s and to receive with joy 
and thankfulpefs the glad things of falvation which 
havf been declared to them by the apoftlcs and mi- 
nifters of* Jefus Chrift. II. That it is the duty of all 
fuch to feparate themfelves from the world, and from 
all its pollutions, and to fandify themfelves that they 
may ferve God with a pure heart, living in innocence, 
and in a manner anfwerable to thofe ineftimable blefs- 
ings which God has conferred on them by his Spn 
Jefus Chrift. 

CHAP. LIII. 


T HHIS prophecy defcribes the humiliation and 
death of the Melliah j as alfo the glory to 
which God wopld exalt him after his refurredion. 

Reflections. 


■VTOTHING can more clearly of more exprefslv 
reprefent, the ftate of humiliation through which 
the Mefiiah was to pafs, nor his ftate of exaltation 
and glory, than this admirable p-ophecy. The fpirit 


of God here foreters, that the- Mefiiah fliould^ippear 
in a mean condition •, that, for this reafon, he fhoutd 


be dfcfpifed and rejeded by the Jews ; that he fhould 
take our fins upon him ; that he fhould by 'his death 
atone for them; that he Ihould be nu inbred with the 


tranfgreffors ; and that he Ihould be honourably in¬ 
terred after his death. We fee likewife deferibed in 
this prophecy the perfed innocence of .our Lord,* 
and his patience under all the injuries and affronts he 
received. Laftly, The prophet foretels, that after 
the Meffiah was made an offering for fin, he fhould 
fee liis feed, he fhould prolong his days. The mean¬ 
ing of whidh is; that his death fhould be followed 
by his refurredion, and exaltation to glory •, that he 
fhould gather together his church j that he would 

S 4 juftify 
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juftify thofe that fhould believe in him, and would 
eftablilh his kingdom in the world. This prophecy, 
which prefents us with a view of the principal cir- 
cumftances of the paftion of Jefus Chrift, fhould 
fully convince us, that he is the great redeemer fpoken 
of by the prophets; that his doftrine is true and di¬ 
vine ; that his fufferings and death are the wonderful 
means by which God has been pleafed to fave men ; 
and that being now exalted in glory*, he is able to 
fave all thofe who cfcme unto God by him, and obey 
him. 

C \l A P. LIV. 

I. T SAIAH, under the fimilitude of a barren wo- 
' X man, t0 whom God would give children, and 
of a wife forfaken by her hufband, and afterwards 
reftored to favour, reprefents God’s love to the Jews, 
which would engage him to increafe and blefs them 
after their return from the captivity. II. He allures 
them, that God would no more be in wrath with his 
people *, and, as he promifed Noah, after the flood, 
-never*more to drown the earth, fo he would never 
more deliver them into the hand of their eneqiies; 
that he would reftore Jerufalem to a glorious ftate, and 
would difa^point and bring to nought all the contri¬ 
vances and attempts formed again ft it. 

Reflections. 

fee in this chapter how the prophet com¬ 
forted the Jews, by promifing them that 
God, after he had chaftifed them, and reduced them 
to a fmall number, would bring them again from 
Babylon , would greatly increafe them, and place them 
in a glorious ftate; giving them proofs of his love, 
and^ defeating all the defigns and contrivances formed 
againft them by their enemies. Thefe promifes do 

not 
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not terminate in the re-eftablifhment of the Jews\ 
their principal aim, is to reprefent what God intended 
to do for his church, and what was to happen in the 
days of the Meffiah, when the church fhould be fpread 
abroad throughout all the world, and be enlarged by 
the converfion of the Gentiles j when God would 
make an everlafting covenant with it, and ‘though it 
was afflicted and perfecuted, God would defend it 
againft all the enterprifes of its enemies; fo that, as 
our Lord fays, the'gates of hell fhould not prevail 
againft it. The truth of thefe predi&ions has appear¬ 
ed in the wonderful eftablifhment of the chriraan 
church, and in its prelervation in the midft of fo 
many dangers and perfecutions to which it has been 
expofed; but the church’s glory will appear in more 
fplendor, when it fhall be fpread over all the earth, 
and the kingdom of God be fully manifefted. Thefe 
refle&ions fhould make us fenfible of our own hap- 
pinefs, in.being member of the church ; and fhould 
engage us continually to pray to God' for the entire 
accomplifhment of thefe glorious promifes. 


CHAP. LV. 

I. rp H E prophet, after he had foretold the hap- 
H py reftoration of the people of God,*ipvites 
men to receive the mercies he offered them, and to be 
converted. II. He fpealts of the efficacy of the word 
of. God, and of the firmnefs of his promifes .made to. 
the Jews. 

*Reflectio n.s. • 

HIS chapter teaches us, I. That God is fo kind 
as to invite men to partake of his favours, and 
even folicits them ftrongly to receive them. Here 
let us confider, that thefe invitations are particularly 
diredted to us in the gofpel, where God offers us the 

moft 
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molt valuable bldfirigs in his Son./ II. We here fee, 
that when God calls us, it is our duty to receive with 
readinefs and thankfulnefs the offers he is gracioufly 
pleafed to make us; and that inftead of labouring 
after that which fatisfieth not, welhould apply all our 
care t*> the attainment of true riches. III. The way 
to obtain. thefe is, to hearken ta the voice of Jelus 
Chrift, whom God has given for our ruler and guide 5 
to ieek the Lord whilft he is to be found, to call up? 
on him whilft he is near us, to jturn away from ini- 
quity, and be converted to God. Laftly, The pro¬ 
phet aifures us, that by this means we Ihall obtain 
from God the pardon of cur (ins, and the effe&s of 
his mercy; and fhall experience the truth bf the pro; 
miles which he has made us in his word. 

CHAP. LVI. 

f 

I. rpi H E prophet exhorts the Jews to the prac- 
h tice of virtue, and •particularly to* the keep¬ 
ing of the fabbath. II. He foretels, that ftrangers, 
and thole who were not admitted to all the privileges 
of the Ifraelites , by the law of Mofes , fhould be ad¬ 
mitted into the houfe of God, and offer him their fa- 
■ crifices and their prayers; the meaning of which • was, 
that God would receive all people and nations indif¬ 
ferently into his covenant. III. He threatens the 
Jews with deftru&ion, and laments the extreme cor¬ 
ruption of their rulers. 

Reflections. 

r T'HI S chapter affords us thefe three inftru&ions. 

**■ I. That what God requires of us, above all things^ 
is to do that which is right, to keep his law, and not 
to profane his covenant $nd fervice. Ifaiab teaches 
ps,. that this is what God chiefly regards, and that all 
thofe who difeharge thefe duties are accounted his 

people. 
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people, whatfever their conditTon be in other refpe&s. 
This point St Peter has perfectly Reared up, when he 
fays, I perceive that God is no refpefler of perfons j but 
in every nation be that fearetb God and worketh rigbte- 
oufnefs, is accepted with him. II. The next refle&ion 
relies to the happinefs enjoyed by many natidhs,* who • 
have now the privilege to be admitted into covenant 
with God, which formerly they were excluded from, 
and the lively fenfe 'of gratitude which we ought to 
entertain for fo great a favour conferred on us. Laftly, 
Let us confider the complaints which Ifaiab makes 
againft the rulers of the Jews, whom he calls blind and 
Jleepy watchmen , and dumb greedy dogs •, to fignify 
their unfaithfulnefs in condu&ing the people, their 
negleft of duty, and. thinking *of nothing but their 
own intereft, and the gratifying their inclinations. 
This lhould ferve for a warning to thofe whom God 
has let over his church, as well as to magiftrates. 
When fucji perfons want underftanding, or zeal, 
when they are effeminase, carelefs, or addifted to their 
interefts or pleafures, they not only expofe themfelves 
to the wrath of God, but alfo bring ruin and defolation 
upon the church. 

CHAP. LVII. 

* 

I. T SA 1 AH reproaches the Jews with their ftupi- 
X dity and hardnefs of heart, which appeared in 
their not obferving, that the death of good men was 
a prfefage of their deftru&ion. II. He reproves them 
for continuing to commit their idolatries under trees, 
and in the high places, notwithftanding the 'warnings 
they, had received, and threatnings which God had 
denounced againft them; and for feekingiielp from 
man, inftead of trufting in God only. HI. He pro- 
mifes however, “that the Jews lhould return from the 

capti- 
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captivity; he comforts the humble perfonS that were 
among the Jews, preaching peace to fuch, but he de¬ 
clares, that there is no peace for the wicked. 

Reflections. 

, » . 

E may make thefe four reflexions upon this 
™ v chapter: I. That God often takes good men 
out of this world, that they may not be involved in 
the miferies that are to fall upon the wicked j that 
when the righteous die, they go into a ftate of peace 
and reft; and that their death is fometimes followed 
with many calamities. This they had an inftance of 
in good king Joftab , whom God took to himfelf be¬ 
fore the deftruXion of the Jews. II. That. if. God 
complained fo often of theobftinacy of the Jews, who 
continued to provoke him by giving themfelves up to 
idolatry^ he will be much more offended with us, if 
we do not ferve him .faithfully, but forfake him, 
though we have fo many reafons to ingage us to fear • 
him and continue faithful to him. III. We learn, 
that God dwells in humble and contrite hearts; and 
therefore if any one defires to have communion with 
God, he muft renounce himfelf, and be lowly in his 
own fight. The laft refleXion relates to the fad con¬ 
dition of the wicked: God declares that there is no 
peace for them, and that they are in continual trouble 
and uneafinefs. This is the ufual ftate of a guilty con- 
fcience, which the wicked experience fooner or la¬ 
ter j tijis pught likewife to infpire us with a great 
averfion to wickednefs and impiety. 

CHAP. LVI 1 I. 

G O D commands Ifaiab to reprove the Jews fe- 
verely for their fins, and cfpecially for the 
hypocrify of theiK fallings : he fhews what fort ot 
falls are acceptable to God j and fays, the Lord hears, 

deli- 
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delivers, anclblefies thofe that call uppn him with 
fmccrity and humility, and truly turn to him,, . 

Reflections. 

r T , H I S chapter teaches us, what fafts God accepts, 
A and what he rejetts.. God here declares very ex- 
prefsly, that he is offended with the fervices, and with 
the failings of the wicked; that he has no regard to 
the humiliation of tinners* when it is only external 
and hypocritical, or lads but a ihort time; but that the 
true way of failing and praying, is to humble ourfelves 
before God, to afflid our fouls, to reform our lives, 
to do juftice, to repair the evil we have committed, to 
exercife charity, and to ferve God with fidelity, love 
and reverence. The pfophet aflures us, that God ne¬ 
ver fails to hear and deliver fuch as pray and fail af¬ 
ter this manner, and to ihower his bleffings upon them. 
Laftly, He teaches us, th|f the way to make God 
propitious, and to enjoy peace and quiet at all times, 
is to renounce our own wills *, to reGgn them abfolute- 
ly to the will of God, to feek all our joy in him alone, 
to reverence religion, and to place our greateil hap- 
pinefs in ferving God, and honouring his holy name. 
Let .us ferioufly refledt upon thefe things at all times, 
but efpecially when we prefent ourfelves before God, 
to perform apy of the duties of piety and religion. 

CHAP. LIX. 

I. f | MI E prophet tells the Jews., that if God did 
1 . not avert the calamities that were to fall up¬ 
on them, it was not for want of power, but becaufe 
of their fins and corruption, the greatnefs of which 
he here deferibes. u. He reprefents the miferies and 
calamities.with which God would fhortly punifh them, 
ni. To thefe threatnings he adds fuch promiles as 

give 



286 I S A I A H, 

give them reafon to hope that God wouIdT have com- 
paiTion .on them, and fend a deliverer to them that 
ihould be converted.' 

Reflections. 

fT 1 0 make a good ufe of this chapter the foljpw- 
ing*things are to be obferved: I. That if God 
puniihes men, and leaves them expofed to fufferings, 
it is not for want of power or goodnefs to do good to 
them, and to deliver them; but their (ins make the 
feparation between God and them. II. That by a 
fincere return to God, men may render him propitious, 
and infallibly recover his favour. III. Greatnotice is 
to be taken of the defcription here given of the corrup¬ 
tion of the Jews* of the diforder of their addons and 
words, of the injuftice and violence committed arriong 
them j and particularly of the prophet’s complaint, 
that good men were very few in number; that no 
body durft undertake to defend a righteous cauie, nor 
oppofe the wicked; and that if any one defired to 
keep himfelf from evil, he was immediately perfect¬ 
ed. by the wicked. When a nation is arrived to fuch 
a pitch of corruption, we may imagine the evil, is at 
its height, and that punifhment will quickly follow; 
this appears from the thneatnings contained in this 
chapter, and from that which happeneef to the Jews. 
As to thepromifes which the Lord here makes of 
fending a Redeemer, and qf pouring his fpirit upon 
his people, it muft be'confidered, that they princi¬ 
pally relate to Jefus Chrift, who was to be lent by 
pod for the falvation of the jews, and of all men; 
but they were made only in behalf of Rich as Ihould be 
converted from their fins; and by no means for the 
•hardhed and impatient. 1 
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* . ; 

I SAIAH defcribes the glorious and happy ftate of 
the church after its restoration: he prophefies, 
that kings and ftrange nations, who had afflicted the 
Jewit ftiould honour and prote& them that they 
ihould come together from all parts to worlhip the 
true God, and to be joined to his people, and to enter 
into covenant with himj and that the church, thus 
blefied by God, ftiould then enjoy perfed happinds.. 

Reflections. 

r T' HIS prophecy fhould be confidered in three 
"*■ views. I. - As it relates to the happy reftoration 
of'the Jews , after the captivity of Babylon. That 
nation was then leen aflembling together from all parts 
to rebuild Jerufalem, and to increaie and multiply in 
it; then it was that ftrange kings, as Cyrus * Darius 
and Artaxerxesy protected the Jews, honoured their re¬ 
ligion, contributed towards reftoring the divine iervice, 
and even came fome of them to pay their homage to 
the God of Ifrael. II. Thefe prophecies are yet more 
applicable to the chriftian church, which has been ga¬ 
thered out of all people, and in which fo many kings 
and nations of the earth have placed all their glory, by 
embracing the ferviceof the true God. Thefe remark¬ 
able events, which we are witnefles of, prove to all 
the world, that God formerly fpake by the prophet 
9 faiab, and that we have great reaion to acknowledge 
and admire the power o%God, and the faithfulnefs of 
his pfomiles. Laftly, This prophecy, being taken in 
its mod perfe& fenfe, reprefents the mod glorious ftate 
of the church, when the kingdom of God ih*H be fully 
manifefted, and ihall be received into his glory. This 
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St John teaches us, when he applies taj&e heavenly 
Jerufalem the words we have now read Tyfnd the city 
bad no need of ^the fan, neither of .the moon tojhinoin 
it s for the Glory if God did lighten it. Rev. xxi. 23; 
And ch. xxii. 5. And the nations of them which are timed, 
Jhall walk in the light of it j for the Lord giveth them 
light , and they Jhall reign for ever and tber. 


CHAP. LXf. 

I N'this chapter Ifaiab, under the type of the deli¬ 
verance and reftoration of the Jews, {peaks of the 
gifts of the holy ipirit, wherewith the Meifiah was to 
be invefted ? of the defign of his coming, and of his 
miniftry, which was to be the redemption and fan&ifi- 
cation of his church} and of the joy which the church 
would then-receive. 

Reflections'.' 

T T appears'from this chapter, that God was to fend 
a great prophet, who was to be filled with the ipi¬ 
rit of God, to bring glad tidings of falvation to men, 
and deliver them from the fiavery of fin •, *and that by 
him God would make an everlailing covenant with 
them. This prophecy relates to Jefus Chrift,who is 
that great prophet that was anointed with tflfe ipirit 
of the Lord, to preach the gofpel to men, to pro¬ 
claim liberty to the captives, and to publiih the accept¬ 
able year of the Lord. This appears from the fourth 
chapter of St Luke, where we are told, that when 
our Lord read in the fynagogue of Nazareth 
this place of the prophet Jfamb, he faid, that tiffs 
prophecy was fulfilled in him. But this fame pro¬ 
phecy teaches us, that thefe valuable bkifings are 
only referved for the meek, and humble; for thofe 
that are broken hearted, - and earneiUy defire the 
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gaccol.CMi,, This muftbe the ftate of tjhofe, who 
expcdfc to (bare in thf blefiiogs whkh*JefusrChrifI 
has purc^afcd jpor us, and in A at joy which the 
churfhjhaUibsj^^ce^when,. its redeemer.,con^eth. 

■ WteHAP.LXlI. 

T .H E protijj*|t continues to foretej that God 
would redeem his church, which, though it 
feemed forfahen of God, fhould again be in agfori- 
ous ftate arid no^ more delivered into the hands of 
the enemies. He prophefies of the coming of the 
redeemer, andexhorts men to prepare for his recep¬ 
tion. . 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter we learn, I. That God’s love to 
his church will not fuffer him to forfake it; that ha 
loveth it as the bridegroom loves his bride, and that 
it will ever be the objedt of his care and prote&ion. 
II. That it »> the duty of all thofe who are concerned 
for the glory of God, to pray continually for the 
profperity of the church. III. God here promiies to 
fend his people, a Saviour to redeem them, and place 
them In a glorious ftate on earth. The truth of thefe 
promifes appeared firft in the. return of the Jews 
from the captivity of Babylon, when Jerufutem was 
rebuilt, and afterwards in the coming of Jefus 
Chrift the Savipur of the world, and in the eftabl (fo¬ 
ment of his church. Laftly, At the faring of fotfe 
comfortable promiies we are bound to bleis God, 
who- has fulftlled them in our behalf, and to ett* 
doayour to makq.fuitable OetUrns for the happiaefe we 
enjoy - of being members of his church^ :wridi is his 
ipoufe, of; being his people, whom he^lpB^ m d tem ed, 
and fbr whpm jie hub prepared a place vr glory aad 
hajyiefiinlwa kingdom. \r: 

Yol.II. ° T CHAP. 
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G tf A P^ LXI^ 


I. £TE‘ prophet dqfctibe&, in-< ^P #ye teiths, 

' 'JL the judgments God wc^ldMj||fe«pfe*hc 

enemies of the Jews, and in p£rajHp?t)pOil the 
Edomites'., and upon Bozrab, one ofthoreities. II. He 
reprefehts what God had done foj^idk people, when 
he delivered them out.of Egypthy Mbfes, and at 
other times ; and he cdhiplains of their rebellion and 
ingratitude. III. Ht adds a prayer,impIoring God’s 
mercy on the Jews. * 

REFLE Ct I.OKA. • 

I. T 1 H E deftruftion of the Edomites , which hap- 
A pened iome time after Ifaiab had foretold 
their min, is a proof of the truth and divinity of this 
predi&ion, as well as of the juftioeof God on thofe 
idolatrous nations, who had done great injuries to the 
kingdom of Judah, II. We muit confider, that if 
the prophet gave thinks to God, on this occafion, 
for the care he had always taken pf his people. Ifrael, 
We have ftill more reafon to blefshim for the vi&ory 
which Jefus Chrift has gained ovenour fpiritual ene¬ 
mies, by the fhedding his blood for us, and by his 
glorious refurre&ion. In this view, we. may faywith 
Ifaiab: J will mention the loving kindnejfes of the 
Lord , and the praifts of the Lord, according to all 
Skat the-Lord bos bejfowed on us, and the great 
goodnefi towards jbe boufe : ef Ifrael, winch be bad be¬ 
amed on ibeHodccording to bit mercies , and according 
So the mukknde of bis kving-kindnejfes, IH. When 
We hear hojr JjMab reproached the Jews for their 

S trode towards God, and ^ rebelling againft 
^er, 4 b many Wonders. jie had done ror them 
j#*%heir fathers: weJtegli'caMto..jn8H^!irha t 


r’done fur -os* and fhowldgive 
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of our the Jews did. IV. Thereto 

tWp things to. be jretnariad:Jfi ; ihe prayer # the' 
end of dSi-dbaf asir. . One i*» that as ffdiab befcech* 
ed, God to hasp compadion on Jemfalm for the 
dbrRof .hU iMlicne» notwithstanding the uttwOrthincfs, 
of' tnej ews fifo the mercy pf God#' end the lability 
of his covenant and promiles, &ould be the founda¬ 
tion of all our confidence. ,The other remark is, 
mat thefe words : V ‘P lfird% 'tytp 'baft tbou made us to 
err froth thy mays* and bardned our heart from tby 
fear ? do hot imply, that Oaf was the caufe and au¬ 
thor of the wicked nefs of thejews ■, they mean only^ 
that,.God feeing: their obftinacy and wilful hardnefi 
of. heart* had fufiered them to go aftray, and in 
juft- judgment upon them had left them to them* 
felves. 

CHAi>. iMv. 


A Prayer, wherein the prophet befeeches ,Gsd to 
nianifeft his glory ana majefty in the fight of 
all men; and,-for .the deliverance of his people, to 
work miracles in their behalf, like thole hfe had for¬ 
merly wrought for them. He then iritreats him npt 
to remember their fins, and td pity the deplorable 
flat e-ferufaiem and the temple were going to be re* 
duced to by $e Babylonians. 

RiniCTio w i. 


I. H £ defcripripn ih this diapter of God^s fo- 
x vereign power; arid the proofs he. fotmct- 
ve of it, foould induce us to reverence and feat 
almighty being* whole power none csaiefift, 
wno has* in aft^uges, done fo meat thjog*£foftbe 

deljvcrena ofthoSethsttruft in him, and hi_ 

made the whited foil the effe&s of his juftice. ^ 
As ffaidk formerly prayed for the delivesance of \ 

T 2 Jewi» 




Should 
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JeW* all tho&fcwhfcrWe God «n£ 4 & chbrcb, 
tfithobt u» tfetOirt prayirs la Ks-fc$fo*lf, 

and befcecH JBmt above &U, to diipiiy his power 
apd fttfen&thin its fcn&iflfcttion, toeiteftd 11 through¬ 
out? aH the ear#, and to manifcft -hiraftiF to jthofe 
that know hiiti hoc. And as the prdphet,' interceding 
% die Jews, acknowledge they were guilty and de¬ 
filed, and yet befbught God to p}& their fad condi¬ 
tion, and to remember they were ms people, and die 
Work of his bands; lb weqtjeb^tf offer up our 
prayers to God, with profound humility, and a fin- 
cere acknowledgment of our own fins ami .unworthi* 
hefs, and t6 place all our hopes in his mercy only, in 
the promifes he has given, and the covenant he has 
made with us in Jefus Cbrift our Lord. 


C H A P. LXV. 


X. f I'^HE Lord declares, that he would call the 
'JL Gentiles to the knowledge of^himfelf, and 
caft off* the, jfews, becaufe of thdr rebellion, and 
pardculady for the idolatry with which they were de¬ 
filed. H. Neverchekfs, he, foretel* that Jerufalm 
ihould be rebuilt, that the Jews Should dwell ia their 
own land, that the cattle mould feed upon Sharon 
and Acbofy which were fruitful pafturcs and that 
God firaqld heap his blefiings upbn them, whilft the 
rebellious tad idotatrdul Jews wert abandoned to his 
vengeanc^ Laftly *God pfpmifes to create new heavens 
apd ; * hbW jfSn^Hfciind to cauk righteoufiiefe and peace 


.Rtxr tows. 



p ^imxaa not can upon no name, ^rras'prspnecv 
cxpmf' tftnweS, that God would macj^himftlf 

known 


the bjsc^ufe thfey^ hit 1 
pr^oked’^iftb^ their i«!^^taisi»d^srihual djifo. 
bcSSfoe^^j^is threatningwas 'put in execution, 
Ythen jerk/alm FeH undd^the* power of the Babyla* 
mans j* and thefton were wM into captivity. ^ 
fsvere a puhifhqnfint IhookS Inake rebellioiis^nd un¬ 
grateful ChrifHajjdjrcad did h^fettere 'cfi&fcs oCithe 
4mne vengeance^, l|j. This/cbafker inftro&s us, 
that God, ih .theexecution of KSjudgment al ways 
makes a different between the wicked and his ; faith-* 


new earth i and that the rgolf and the lamb Jbpuld 
feed together i which.figniles, i^only that God 
was going to .alter the uare of Jcriifalem and of the 
Jews, by delivering them fram captivity, pal re* 
ftoring peace *, but that God would foon ren$$ the 
world, and^re-Unite,sadl men in his ehurehC his 
innovation of all tJungshegan -witfi the preaching of 
the gojpelj and will be fBluhote fully compleated in 
the.latter days. Upon $11^ the apoftle teaches, us, 
that^ce all things- apt ;$f,comi «** we Joqk:jfor 
i$»bfavens. and a new. earth, wherein dwellHbtigk 
teoufnefti, we wgbt 'M be hewcreedares, mdMkdj^tp 
U without fpvt t , end hlaptejefs. ; J*aftly, Brow* , few 
it appears,, that ChrU& i^fign fffrio 
men in his. church, and to : 'Maps' 
and concord i and therefore, ^hai' his^ku^gdocM ¥\s 
§|gddm of pace, that dviftiaris oumt not tdfcnrt 
Bft.ahodfet^ and that. 

tlhd Mrpbce,^ ferbeatahee* and'otaritw; ; " 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LX VI. 


I. ODrdeelares in an extremelyaffiafting mao- 
\J ner, that he rejefted the facrificeaana exter¬ 
nal worfhip of the Jew]}} ‘and that he would foon 
feverely punifh their hypocnfy and difobedience. II. 
He promifes to reftore peace to Jpufalem, to give it 
many children, to heap his blcffings upon it, and, 
above all, to fanftify it i and threatens the wicked 
with eternal ruin. 

* t. , ! 

Reflections. 

•T 1 H E firft part of this chapter teaches us, I. That 
God, being the creator of the world j dwells not 
in temples made with hands; that he is not honour¬ 
ed by a worfhip that is merely external; that he ac* 
cepts none but thofe that come to him with an hum¬ 
ble fpirit, and who tremble at his word-, and that 
without thefe difpofitions, all afts of divine worfhip, 
even thole he has eftablifhed and commanded, fuch as 
were under ithe law facrifices of fheep and oxen, ob¬ 
lations and* incenfe, are fo far from pleating him, that 
they Become an abomination to him. II. Thf pro- 
miies which God made to redeem his people, to 
multiply them, and to pour down his blefiings up¬ 
on them, were all accompljfhted, when the Jews 
were gathered from the feveral couhiries of the world 
to Jerufalem., and the divine worfhip reftored. But 
thefe promifes specially declare, that the Gentiles 
fhould enter into the church of Chrift, which*'alio! 
came to pafs. Herein wc fhould acknowledge the 
truth and faith'ferinefs of God, as well as his mercy 
towards’ us. However, we muft likewife Careful ty 
remember, that God declares feveral times in this 
chapter, that thefe promifes, and thefe blefiings, . are 
only for the faithful and cleft* and thatbe would 

1 difplay 
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djfplay his vengeaftce upon the wicked and unbe¬ 
lieving. From whence itappears, that it is only by 
faith and obedience, that we can be made partakers 
of that falvation and glory* which Jfaiab and the 
other prophets have promiled, and which have been 
purchafed for us by Jefus .Chnft, to whom be praife 
and adorajion for ever andever, Amen. 


The end of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 




'He?'*9 



THE 


BOOK 

Of thePitopHET 

JEREMIAH. 


ARGUMENT. 

Jeremiah, who was a priejl and a prophet , propbe- 
ftcd from the 13 tb year of king Jofiah, till after 
the taking of Jerufalem, which wai about the fpace 
of 45 years. This book is writ with a great deal of 
plahmefs , and at the fame time with great Jlrengtb 
and energy. It is partly btftorical and partly pro¬ 
phetical. We meet with feveral prophecies in it con¬ 
cerning the ruin of the Jews, their return from the 
captivity , the deftruflion of the Babylonians, qnd of 
fome other kingdoms *, the calling of the Gentiles , and 
, the new covenant that 'God Would make with man¬ 
kind by Jefus Cbrift. We have here likewife a’re¬ 
lation of the fufferings Jeremiah bimfelf underwent* 
and of federal things that happened to him, before , 
and after the taking of Jerufalem $ as alfo an account 
of what pajfed during tbefiege and taking tf that city , 
and of the fate of the Jews that dwelt in Judea, 
and who retired into Egypt, after that Jeru&lem 
ytu taken by the Chaldeans.. 


CHAP. 
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C H AM. 

T HIS chapter confifteof thiee parts. I. Jere¬ 
miah gives an account in what manner he was 
called to the office of a prophet, the reafons he gave 
to be excufed from it, and God's command to obey 
his call. • II. Jermiab relates two vifions which he 
faw j the firft of which was, the vifion of an almond* 
tree beginning to bud, which (ignifkd, that the de- 
ftruftion of Jerttfalem was near; and the lecond, 
which w.as a feething pot towards the north, Ihewed, 
that this defolation would come from the north, that 
is, from Babylon. III. We' here fee the promifes God 
gave Jermiab of his affiftance a'nd protection. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I.T ET us make one general reflection on this 
book, which is, that God, in his great good- 
nefs, fent Jeremiah to the Jews* to exhort them to 
repentance, and to warn tham of their approaching 
deftruftion. II. It muft be remarked, that Jere- 
miab was called to be a prophet when he was yet 
youngt that at firft he was afraid to take this office 
upon him, and Would have excufed himfelf from it, 
but that, when God commanded him, he obeyed 
the call. From whence it appears, that Jermiab 
did not take this office upon himfelf ofhisrOwo choice, 
but in obedience to the will of God, and with pro¬ 
found humility. As it is God aloife who is to-fend 
hisminifters, fo thole whom he calls ought to be fin- 
fiWe of their weaknefs •, but they ought nevcrthelefs 
to obey his voice,- and to rely upon his affiftance. 
The two viflons of Jeremiah gave nim,tounderftand, 
that the chief deflzn of his miniftrv wa&itb denounce 
the 
of 


approaching ruin of Jerufalm . Thus the fervarits 
God are fent, not only to deliver promifes to men, 

• but 
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but very often tbregaaings, to wamthem of thejodg- 
ments of God. -> Laftly, The command of God in 
the prophet to acquaint the Jews with aU that he 
fhould command Mm, promifing to fupport him a* 
gainft ail that fhould oppofe him, (hews, that the mi- 
nifters of the Lord are bound to difeharge their of¬ 
fice without fearing men, and courageoufly to declare 
the whole will of God*, and that God always fupports 
them that faithfully difeharge the duties of their 
calling. 

CHAP. II. 

T HERE are three things to be considered in 
this chapter: I. God, under the fimilitude of 
a hufband, who has a tender affe&ion for his wife, re- 
prefents his own love to the Jews, and the many 
gpod things he had done for them in the land of Ca¬ 
naan. II. He complains of the ungrateful returns 
which the Jews had made to fo much love, and for fo 
many favours; that the people, and even the prieflts, 
the kings and the rulers, had tarried their rebellions 
fo far, as to fbrfake the Lord to fefve falfc gods, 
which the prophet reproaches them for very largely. 
III. God tells them, that this their ingratitude and 
idolatry, would be the canfe of their dcfurultion, and 
that he would .puniih them, by delivering them into 
the hands of their enemies j that neither PJapb, nor 
ffobepam, that is, the Egyptians, nor the /ijjyrians, 
in whom they traded, fhould deliver them; and that 
God would make uft of thefe very nations to chaftife 
them. 

Riuictioss. 

| T , H IS chapter engages us to refie& upon the 
• love of God towards the Jews, upon their in¬ 
gratitude, and their deftru&ion. I. Upon the firftot 

■' * theft 



Chap,* HI, 399 

thefe welhould : re8e&, that if God thus loved the 
5W.fi, arid didfuch great things fijar them, he has ma* 
nifefted to us.ftill greater love, and beftowed much 
more valuable bfcffings upoo us, than thole which he 
vouchfafed tohis ancient people. II. God reproaches 
the Jews with falling; into the bafeft ingratitude 
againft him, and forfaking his worfhip, to commit 
the moft abominable idolatries. This is cxprefied in 
the following complaint which God makes: Wbat 
iniquity have jour fathers found in me, that they are 
gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and 
are become vain f Neither have they faid. Where is 
the Lard, that bath brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt ? Be aftomfbed, 0 ye heavens, at[ this, and. be 
horribly afraid, for my people have forfakcn me, who 
am the fountain of living waters, to hew them out 
broken cijterns that can hold no water. By this God 
very plainly fhews, that he is man’s fovereign good; 
that he ceafeth not to draw men to him by his kind- 
nefs; that it is extreme ingratitude and folly thus to 
turn away fromGod,. who is the fountain of all their 
happinefs, and cleave, to vain things which cannot 
make them happy; that thole who behave thus have 
jio excufe to plead, and are of neceffity miferable, as 
the jW s experienced. III. We fee that the Jews, 
for their unfaithfulnds to God, were deprived of his 
protediqn,. and drew upon themfelves all thofe mi- 
feries which jeremiab threatned them with- Thus all 
thofe who forfake God, who abufehis long fullering, 
and are-irifenfible both of his mercies and judgments, 
perjQvat laft in a miferable'manner. 

C H A P. III. 

I. ¥EREMfdH here reprcfents, under thcfimi- 
J litudc cf a woman that Had committed adulte¬ 
ry* thc irime of the Jew in forfaking. the fervic? 

.or 
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oi God, and breaking his covenant} and continuing 
the lame compariibn, he (peaks of Ifrael and Judah, 
as of two filters that had both fallen; into the fin of 
adultery: The meaning of which is, that the Ifrael- 
ties of the ten tribes Rad firft forfaken* Gbd to ferve 
idols; and that thole of the kingdom of Judah had 
imitated, and even exceeded them by their fins and 
obftinacy. II. God declares, that- notwithstanding 
the unfakhfulneis of thatpeople, he was never the lei's 
ftili ready to forgive them upon their converfion. 
III. He promites, that after he had difperfed the 
people of Ifrael and Judah , he would one day gather 
them together, and that then they fhould ferve him 
faithfully. 

Reflection s. 

I. T" 1 H E comparifon that Jeremiah makes of the 
• idolatrous Jews with an adulterous woman, 
reprefents the fin and perfidioufhels of Chriftians, 
who do not obferve towards God the fidelity they 
owe him, who break the covenant they have made 
with him, and return his loving tcindnefs with nothing 
but ingratitude* and rebellion. II. We here lee that 
the Jews of Jerufalem , and of the kingdom of* Ju¬ 
dah, who ought to have, been more firmly attached 
to the pure worlhip of God, fince they had his fer- 
vice fettled among them, and had likewife before 
their eyes the example of their brethren of the ten 
tribes, who had lately been deftroyed, did notwith- 
ftanding imitate and even exceed them in their idola¬ 
try. It fometimes’ happens, that they who ha^e,re¬ 
ceived the greateft favours from God abuie them, 
and thereby render themfeives more guilty than thofe 
who have not enjoyed the lame privileges. III. God 
dedares, that he was ftillwilling to pardon the Jews, 
notwith ft a nd i n g their infidelity; Return, lays he, 
ye.badjtidiug children, tad / ioiU heal your hatkfkd- 

$ inner e 
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'43dKj^0*'C4ft off thole ttha hiVtftHfltt 
ofe^ed W^j 'iefill! preffcrve$ a favourable indina- 
tpn fcpWArSrtheitl; he make* them proffers of mer¬ 
cy, and d^Ofts them to turn again to him. Laftfy, 
It is to jbe Obfersred, that the promire which God 
made to gather together the' people of Ifrael and 
Judabi . was in lbme fort atcoiriplifhed, when the 
Jews ,returned frOjtn the captivity of Babylon, but 
fince thacdel)veribllt& concerned properly only thofe 
of Judah, and thsf the gre£t«:ft part of Ifraeticamn- 
ed ftill difperfed ; thefe promiies extend to thetimea 
of the gofpel, when thefe tWo people were to'be unit¬ 
ed again :tn v the cbriftian.church} and they will be 
fully accdmpliihed, when the jnvijb nation fhafi be 
converted; • 


C H A P. IV. 


I. OD aflbres the Jews, that if they would be 
V T converted, hie would have companion oh 
them. II. He threatens them, that if they continued 
in their rebellions, they fhould be fubdued by the 
Chaldeans \ and r the prophet, by the comparifon of a 
lion leeking his'prey, of a ftrong wind which breaks 
and roots up all before it, and of a woman in travel, 
reprefents how terrible die coming of the Chaldeans 
Would be, and the niiferabie condition to which Je- 
rufalem , and all Judea would be reduced. 

R‘ E F L> C t j ON Si 


Tp HE promifes of pardon which God made to the 
■ Jews, if they would, turn to hitn* teachi us, 
how goal and gracious th^ Lord is,. andthat die 
door of hit mercy is open, even to thofe who have 
tpoft offered hi$v provid^tLthey truly torn ito hia* 
ahdfepcnt oftheir fins. '•But the fcvepe threatnings 
that God joinl to hit promifcs, fhew us, that Tie is 

righteous* 
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righteous as well as^ merciful, anjdthat they t$ifl 4 b* 

’ ffindtely peraft in their fins, have nothing to hope from 
him. This we may leant by what bc&ltbe Jews. 
The prophet’s defcripuon jn this chapter,of the mU 
(ericswhich were fhortlyto fall upon Jftdtfy and of 
the defolation that Wou?d be occafioned by the Chal¬ 
deans in that country, is a pi&ure of whai happened 
to that people feme years after, and may ferve as an 
inftanCe to convince us of the certainty of the divine 
th reamings, and the feverity of God’s judgments. 


C H AiP.“ V. 


I. If ER E Ml All complains, that the wickednefs 
J of Jerufakm was fo general, that there could 
hardly be found one good man in the city : He fays, 
that the Jews were infenfible under the divine correc¬ 
tions ; that the mean and great were equally hardned, 
and that all had abandoned themfcives to idolatry, to 
adultery, and to all forts of fins. II. He denounces 
the divine vengeance againft the Jews for thefe fins i 
and though that people, (educed by falie prophets, 
flattered therofelves with peace, be declares, that the 
Chaldeans would quickly come igunOrJerufalem, but 
that neverthelefs God would not utterly defirpy his 
people. Laftly, The prophet exhorts the Jews to fear 
almighty God, and to repent*, he reproaches them 
'with their blindnefs, their InjufUce, and Other crimes; 
and complains efpecially, that the priefts and the pro- 
phets were as corrupt as the people. 

R X f t ICTIOHS. 


TP HIS 'chapter contains very important inftruc- 
' . tions. we fee bett, I. How we may difeover 
sfhen a nation is extremely corrupt *, which is certain- 
ly the cafe when the number of good men in it ir very 
uziaUj^wben the great men, and the rulers of the 

people, 
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people, have foriaken the Lord, as well as the 
meaneft* when impurity and injuftice reigns with¬ 
out oppofitton,*- when men haveneithera grateful 
frnfr of the kindnefles of the Lord, nor dread hi» 
threatnings* and laftly, when the minifters whom 
Gqd has appointed, inftead of oppofing the evil, fol¬ 
low the general corruption, countenance and encourage 
it, which the prophet calls an amazing and a horrible 
thing. II. It is to be obferved, that -when the Jews 
were thus funk in wickednefs, they did not believe the 
words, nor dread the threatnings of the prophet, but 
flattered themfelves ip their wickednefs, being per- 
fuaded that no harm would happen to them. Such is 
the blindneis of men; they live in fecurity, and dread 
not the judgments of God, even when they are mod 
threatned. However, God.at laft executes his threat¬ 
nings, as thefe words exprefs, which are more than 
once repeated by jcremiab: Shall I not vifitfor thefe 
things ? faith the Lari: and /ball net my foul he 
avenged on fucb a nation as this ? Laftly, The. rea- 
ions which the Jews had to dread the almighty, fo 
ftrongly reprefented in this chapter, and the blind- 
nefs of that people, ought to be well confidered. 
This teaches us* that it is ftrange ftupidity in men 
not t u fear that great God whole power is unbounded, 
who isLord of the univerfe, and poureth his bene¬ 
fits upon them, fending nun from heaven and fruit¬ 
ful feafons. By this means they expofe thCmfelves 
to his wrath, and deprive themfelves of the effefis 
of his mercy, fince, as. God fays, fhe iniquities of 
nun turn away bis favour?* and withheld good things 
from.them. 


CHAP. VL 

J EREMJAH declares, that God wrouldfhOrtly 
..tying a nation from die norch againft Jtrufalem, 

meaning^ 
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meaning the Cbaldeans % who were in a few years to 
befiege and take that city, and to carry the in* 
co captivity. God exhorts the Jews to repentance, 
alluring them, that he ftill loved them, but that the 
true caufe of their deftru&ion would be their impe¬ 
nitence, their incurable obftinacy, arid the general cx)x~ 
ruprion that reigned among them i their abandoning 
themfelves to fins of every kind, and above all, the 
fins of the priefts and the prophets, and their con¬ 
tempt of the divine threatnings and remonltrances. 
III. The Lord declares, that the offerings, facrifices, 
and ail the external wOrlhip of. the Jews , fhould not 
fcreen them from their ruin, and even that thole 
things ihould rather haften it, and make it more 
dreadful. 

R E F L E*C T I O N S. 

E muft here obferve, I. God’s goodneft and 
extreme tendernefs, in warning men of the 
miferies that threaten them, and exhorting them to 
prevent their deftrudtion by repentance. ThisTgood- 
nefs of the Lord appears in thefe remarkable words: 
Be thou inflrufledy O Jerufalem> left my foul depart 
from thee. II. The fevere threatnings added to thefe 
exhortations, teach us, that how'great foever God’s 
patience and loving-kindnels 'is, when it has been 
long defpifed if gives plaee to his wrath. This the 
Jews experienced a Ihort time after thefe threatnings 
Were denounced againft them by Jeremiah. Ilf. 
From this chapter we may colleft, that men moft pro¬ 
voke 1 God’s wrath, when they give up themfelves 
in fuch a manner to evil, that they fin without Ihanie 
or retrain15 when they know not how to bliilh •, when 
they difregard the exhortations of the minifters of the 
Lord; .when God’s minifters themfelves live loofe 
and difofderly lives, and when the rich and poor are 
alike corrupt. Laftly, It .appears from this chapter. 
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that, while the Jews were filling up the meafure of 
their iniquities, they ftill continued to offer to God in- 
cenfe and facrifices j but that God rejetted all. the 
worfhip they pretended to* pay him, and prepared a 
fevere fcourge for them. The wicked and ungodly 
fometimes perform the external duties of religion; 
but all the Wbrfhip of men who fear not God, far 
from procuring his favour, only tends to provoke his 
wrath the more. 


CHAP. VII. 

I. HIS chapter contains a grave and fclemn re- 
j| proof of the Jews for their fins, and especial¬ 

ly for their hypocrify and vain confidence, and for 
profaning the temple and the fervice of God. Jere¬ 
miah threatens them, that God would treat Jerufa- 
lent and the‘temple as he had treated Shiloh, ’where 
the tabernacle formerly was, and as he had treated 
their brethren of Ephraim., that is, the Jfraelites of 
the ten tribes, who had been deftroyed by the sljjyri- 
ans. II. God forbids Jeremiah to interceed for the 
Jews; he fays, it was in vain for them to offer iacri- 
fices, whilft they gave themfelves up to all kinds of 
fins, 'and worfhipped idols, particularly Moloib and 
the queen of heaven, that is to fay, the Moon. God 
declares, that for thefe fins the carcafes of the Jews 
fhould be without burial, caft into the valley of fo- 
phet , which was a place near Jerufalem , where the 
idolatrous Jews had offered their children to idols, 
making them pafs through the fire. This chapter 
demands great attention. 

iLmic'tioat, 

^JpHE grave remonftrances which Jeremiah ad- 
drefied to the Jews, engage us to make the tol- 
lovving refkttions. I. That it is in vain for the wicked 
Vol. II. U to 
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to glory ir> being members of the* church, and to 
pay public worfhip to God, while they break his 
laws ; that thofe who think to pleafe God, by coming 
into his houfe, and performing a&s of divine worfhip, 
and are at the fame time unrighteous, unclean, im¬ 
pious and hypocrites, deceive themfelves, and turn 
the houfe of God into a den of thieves; and thht 
•the only means to obtain the favour of God, is to 
reform ourfelves, and to do that which is right. 

II. Let us confider, that God, provoked with the fins 
of the Jews, threatens to treat them with the utmofl 
feverity, to deflroy them and their temple, and for- 
fake them, as he had done Shiloh in the days of Sa¬ 
muel the prophet, and afterwards the kingdom of the 
ten tribes. Let us grow wife by their example, as 
well as by the example of thofe chriflian churches, 
whole, candleftick, that is the light of God’s word, 
has been removed from them becaufe they abufed it. 

III. We learn, by God’s forbidding Jeremiah to 
pray for the Jews, that when the anger of God is 
kindled againft a people by their incurable obflinacy, 
the prayers even of the righteous cannot appeafe it. 
Theie words are very remarkable; Do they ('revoke 
me to anger? faith tie Lord: Do they not provoke 
themjelves to the confufion of their own faces? All 
th|t men do againft God, when they offend him, can¬ 
not hurt him, but turns to their own confufion and 
great mifery-, and therefore it is only to prevent 
them from deftroying themfelves, that God is fo 
kind to warn them of their danger. Laftly, We muft 
take notice of the terrible and juft vengeance of God, 
upon the crimes and idolatries of the Jews, in de¬ 
ftroying their city, and in caufing their carcafcs to 
be expofed in. the very place where they had cxer- 
cifed their abominable idolatries. All thefe confi- 
derations ought to produce in our hearts a wholcfome 

dread 
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dread of the jufljgments of God, and fhould efFed.11- 
al!y move us to fear and ferve him with fincericy. 

C II A P. VIII. 

T HIS chapter lias three parts. I. Jeremiah 
foretels, that the Jews, and even of the chief 
men among them, fhould be call out; and their dead 
bodies taken out of their graves, and expofed to the 
fun and moon and the liars, which they had worlhip- 
ped ; and that the condition of the reft of th^ Jews 
fhould be fo deplorable, that they would choofe death 
rather than life. II. The prophet fnews the caufe of 
all thel'e calamities, which was the extream hardnefs 
of that people, who would not be converted, notwith- 
flanding the warnings God gave them ; and particu¬ 
larly, the impiety of the teachers of the law, of the 
ptielis and prophets. Laftly, He deferibes the de- 
lblation which the Babylonians were quickly to bring 
upon Jemfalem and all Judea, 

Reflect po # n s. 

ERE are thele four reflections to be made. I. 
The firft is, that Jeremiah foretold of the Jews, 
that their bones fhould be fpread before the fun, and 
before the ftars which they had worlhipped ; and that 
fuch as lived at the time of their deftru&ion, fhould 
vvifh for death rather than life. Herein we obferve 
the dreadful, but juft judgments of God upon that 
people, who had given up themfelves to the fin of 
idolatry. The punilliment of finners bears ufually 
fome refemblance to the fins they have committed. 
II. T he next reflection is drawn from that complaint 
of the prophet. Shall they fall, andnotartfe? Shall he 
turn away , and not return ? IT'hy then is this people cf 
Jerufalem Jlidden back , by a perpetual backf.uh:g ? I!'ere 
(hey afbamed when they had limmi.hd ::,ina!;c'i ? 



3oS JEREMIAH, 

Nay, they were not ajhamcd, neither Kould they hlujh. 
This teaches us, that when men are impenitent, and 
are ho longer afhamed of their evil deeds, it is a fign 
their obdinacy is defperate, and their punifhment at 
hand. III. God’s frequent and earned complaints 
of the hypocrily and infidelity of the prieds and of 
the prophets, Ihew how much God is offended, and 
what great evils threaten thofe who have the care of 
the church, and’ negledt the duties of their fun&ions, 
and dilgrace the fanctity of their character by a pro¬ 
fane and irregular life. Ladly, Let us confider, that 
God, §rho brought fo many calamities upon Judea , 
and exyofed that country to the mod cruel and merci- 
lefs enemies, may dill punilh guilty people and 
churches after the fame manner •, but, if hp does not 
punifii offenders with temporal calamities, they (hall 
not, for that reafon, efcape the rigour of his judice ; 
for there are other punifhments much more dreadful 
than any which* Jeremiah in this chapter denounced 
againd the Jews. 


OII A P. IX. 

I. T E R E MIAII laments the dedruftion of the 
J Jews, and their great fins, fuch as adultery, 
lying, deceit, cruelty and the like. II. The prophet 
fays, that Jerufalem and all the land of Judah would 
be reduced to a wildernefs, and to a mod deplorable 
condition, bccaule the _fews had forfajeen the law and 
the fertdee of God ; and he exhorts the inhabitants of 
the land; to bewail the calamities that were ready to 
fall upon them. Ladly, He declares to them, that 
neither their wifdom, nor drength, nor their boailed 
privilege of circumcifion, fiiould lecure them againd 
the evils which threatne’d them-, and that they would 
be treated as the neighbouring nations. 


R E F l e c- 
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Reflections. 

N this chapter it mud be confidered, I. That as 
^ Jeremiah formerly lamented and bewailed the fins 
of the Jews, and their delegation, fo all thole who 
fear God, and cfpecially his true minillers, are attl cit¬ 
ed with a bitter grkf at the fight of mens fins, 'and at 
the calamities which thole fins bring upon them. II. 
We lee in this chapter, that the Jews had Jet them- 
felves loofe to all manner of iniquity ; that dillimula- 
tion, fraud and perfidioufnefs, reigned among them 
to fuch a degree, that no man could be faded, not 
even the neareft relations ; that they gave ihemiclves 
up to adultery and to uncleanncTs •, and that there v. as 
fcarce any more knowledge or fear of God in Jertti'a- 
lent. When mens corruption is grown to fuch an 
height as this, a nation cannot long remain unpunilh- 
ed. This drew upon the Jews the utmoft effects of 
God’s wrath, as thele words declare ; U'rs: is (be vlife 
man that Tuny underfl and this , and c vho is*be to c vktni 
the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken, that be may declare 
it , for what the laud perijhetb , and is burnt up like a 
wilder he fs, that none pa Jet b through? And the Lord 
faith , Becatife they have forfaken my law, which I Jet 
before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither 
walked therein -, but have walked after the imagination 
of their own heart. III. The conslufion of this chap¬ 
ter teaches us, that we oughtfnot to boat! in our own 
wifdom, or ftrength, nor even in the outward marks 
of the divine covenant; but that we ought to glory 
only in knowing and.fearing God, as thele words of 
Jeremiah import, which are quoted by St Pair, 
i Cor. i. and i Cor. x. Let not the wife man glory it: 
his wifdom, neither let the mighty man glory in Its might , 
let not the rkh.man glory in i is rubes. But lei him that 

U ] lie riel h t 
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. glorieth , glory in this , that he under ft andelh and knuzv- 
eth me, that I am the Lord. 


C H A P. X. 

I N this chapter Jeremiah exhorts the Jews not to 
imitate the folly of thofe that worfhipped the ftars, 
and that i'erved idols which they themfelves had made. 
To the vanity of idols he oppofes the majefty of the 
fopreme God, who is the Creator and Lord of the 
univerfe* and to the ftupidity of idolaters, he oppofes 
the happinefs of the children of Ifrael in knowing the 
true God, and being in covenant with him. Next, he 
foretels that the Jews were going to be reduced to ex-, 
treme mifery, for having abandoned themfelves to 
idolatry ; ncverthelefs, he beleeches the Lord not to 
chaitife them in his wrath, nor to deftroy them utterly. 


Reflections. 

'"p H I S chapter treats of the idolatry of the hea¬ 
thens. I. Here we lee expoled the madnefs of 
thofe who adored the .Itars of heaven, and idols of 
wood, gold, or filver, made by mens hands, and 
which being without fenfe or life, were incapable of 
doing either good or hurt. All this 'Jeremiah repre- 
fented to the Jews, to infpire them with an abhor¬ 
rence of idolatry, to convince them of their great 
guilt in falling into it, and to prevent them from 
running into it, when they were difperfed among the 
kiolat 'us nations. * Thcfe reflections engage us to 
praife God forgiving us the knowledge of himfelf; 
and fhouki keep us, not only from idolatry, but from 
every thing that has the* leaft tendency towards it, and 
from ail ftipcrlfuious and vain notions and practices. 
II. T he companion here made between the impotence 
and vanity of idols, and the majefty of the almighty 
God, who created heaven and earth, and governs ir, 
fhould infpire us with fentimems of fear.md reverence 
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for that great God ; and lead us to fay with Jere¬ 
miah % there is none like unto thee , O Lord thou art 
great , and thy naitie is great in might. Who would not 
fear thee , O king of nations ? For to thee doth it apper¬ 
tain. III. We here fee, that the Jews were brought to 
defolation by the Babylonians , becaufe they forfook 
the fervice of God, and the allegiance they owed him. 
So fevere a punifhment proves, that the wrath of 
God overtakes thofe, who, after having known God, 
do not glorify him as God. Laftly, We may gather 
from the laft words of this chapter, that God chaftifes 
men becaufe his chaftiiements are needful for them, 
but does not do it for their deftrudion •, therefore we 
ought humbly to fubmit ourfelves to the chaftening 
difpenfations of providence, and ufe this prayer of the 
prophet; O Lord , correct me, but with judgment ; net 
in thine anger , left thou bring me to nothing. 


CHAP. XI. 

I. O D fets before the Jews the covenant he had 
V T made with them when their fathers came 
out of Egypt , and reproaches them for having obfti- 
nately* broken it by their fins, and efpecially by idola¬ 
try. II. He tells them, that to punifli them he 
would vifit them with his rod, and forbids Jeremiah 
to pray for them. III. The prophet complains of the 
inhabitants of Anathotb , which was the city where Je¬ 
remiah * dwelt, becaufe they would have hindred him 
from fpeaking to them, and would even have taken 
away his life. 

R2flections. 

HpM E firft inftrudion which this chapter affords us, 
is taken from the curie which God denounces 
againft thofe who keep not his covenant. Let us re¬ 
fled on this a little, and remember; that God has 

U 4 made 



312 J E R E M I A H, 

a more excellent covenant with us than with the Jews ; 
that this new covenant engages us Hill more fTriitly to 
hear his voice, and to do all that he hath commanded 
us ; wherefore if we break it* we fhall incur a much 
heavier punifhment. We ought to conlider farther, 
that it is not only by worfhipping idols, that the di¬ 
vine covenant is broken •, but that this may be clone 
likewife, by breaking the vows which we have made 
to God, and by withdrawing our hearts from him to 
give them to the world. God complains in this chap¬ 
ter, that the inhabitants of Jcrifalem had confpired 
againft him, and were incurably bent upon evil; 
which fo highly provoked God againft them ; that he 
forbad 'Jeretniab even to pray for them. This teaches 
us, that w hen the wickednefs of men is come to its 
full height, when they agree in nothing elfe but in 
provoking the Lord, and when his laws are generally 
delpifed, he fpareS them no longer, and even the 
prayers of the righteous become ufelefs. Laftly, We 
jfhould confider well the threatnings denounced in this 
chapter againft the Jews, and in particular, againft 
the inhabitants of Analhoth , who would have hindered 
Jeremiah from prophefying in the name of the Lord, 
and would have taken away his life too. It is a very 
great fin to reject the word of the Lord, to refufe to 
hear his faithful fervants, and even attempt to flop 
their mouths •, and God will call thofe churches and 
people, who art guilty of this fin, to a fevere account. 
However, the miniflers of the Lord, in imitation of 
J< remiah, ought neither to he provoked nor difeou- 
raged, when they meet with the like oppofition. 


C H A P. XII. 

I. T & R EM TAJ! afics of God, why the wicked 
J Jews, who reject Ins mini^ry, Hill enjoyed 

pro- 
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nrofperity. The Lord anfwers, that he muft pre¬ 
pare to meet with full greater oppofuion at "ferttfa- 
lem ; but that he fhould fee the accomplifhment of 
his threatnings ; and that this people fhould foon be 
forlaken, and carried captive into a ftrange country ; 
from whence, however, he would bring them back 
ao-ain. II. God declares, that he would likewife pu- 
nilh the neighbouring nations, becaule of the evils 
they had done his people; but if thefe nations em¬ 
braced the worfhip of the'true God, they alio fhould 
be efteemed his people. 

Reflections. 

Wf H A T we are to confidcr upon this chapter 
* ’ is, I. Never to believe that the wicked and 
the hypocrites Hull deape unpunilhed, or that they 
arc truly luppy becaule God fpares them for a while; 
nor that tne thivitnings of God are lets fure, becaule 
he defers the execution of them. II. That the fer- 
vunts of Gotl ou b h* not to be difeouraged, tho’ they 
fnould be expofeil to the gainfaying, and the feoffs of 
the wicked, nay, that thole who are refolved to dif- 
charge tlv-ir duty with integrity* have reafon to ex¬ 
pect it. III. That the threatnings of the Lord have 
foon or late their effetft; and that neither the cove¬ 
nant of God nor the love he has ihewn to any na¬ 
tion, can fecure it from his anger, when he has been 
provoked to it by repeated inftances of rebellion ; 
as we are taught by thefe remarkable exprefiions I 
have fvrfaken mine houfe , I have left mine heritage , I 
have given the dearly-bcloved of my foul into the hands 
of her enemies. IV. God revealed his purpofe, firlt 
to chaftife his own people, and afterwards the neigh¬ 
bouring nations, and even to receive thole idolatrous 
nations into covenant with him. By this we may 
fee that.God is juft and merciful; that he has no rc- 
fpedt of gerfons, and regards only integrity and up¬ 
right ncis. 
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rightnefs. This appears evidently in the calling of 
the Gentiles, after the coming of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 


C II A P. XIII. 

I. 1 1 ^ H E prophet reprefents to the Jews, by the 
1 figure of a rotten girdle, which was good 
for nothing, that the covenant they had made with 
God was going to be broken, and that he would re¬ 
ject them, becaufe they had forfaken him. II. He 
exhorts all the people, and particularly the king, and 
the great men, to humble themfelves before this dc- 
ftrudion came upon them. III. lie laments their 
deftru&ion, and declares, that their invincible obfti- 
nacy would bring it upon them. 

Reflections. 

f T' IIE inftruclions which this chapter affords us, 
arethefe: 1 . That our covenant with G6d pro¬ 
cures us very great advantages, and unites us to him 
in the ftricteft manner; but if we break it, as the 
Jews did, it will become unprofitable to us. II. 
That when God caqfes us to hear hjs threatnings, we 
fhould humble ourfelves ; and as the great are tom- 
monly the chief authors of the corruption of the 
people, and of the miferies confequent to it, it is 
but reafonable they fhould, by their humilation, en- 
■ deavour to avert the wrath of God. This is the re¬ 
flection we fhould make on the exhortation which 
Jeremiah addrefles, not only to the people but to 
the king and queen, to give glory to God, and to 
humble themfelves before the darknefs came upon 
them. III. The tears which Jeremiah fhed on ac¬ 
count of the obftinacy of the Jeyys, and the miferies 
that were to come upon them, (hew, that when 
mens obftinacy is paft remedy, good men, and 
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particularly the miniflcrs of God, can do nothing 
more than figh and bewail the wretched condifon of 
thofe that perffh. IV. Thefe words, Can the Ethi¬ 
opian change his Jk'w , or the leopard his Jp'ts ? 1 hen 
may ye alfo do good, that vre accujlomed to do evil ; 
deferve to be well confidered, as they deferibe the 
ftrange perverfenefs of the Jews, and teach us, that by 
refilling the grace of God, and by an habitual courlc 
of fin, men arrive to that degree of corruption, that 
it is hard to recover them from it, and many never 
do recover. 


CHAP. XIV. 

T H E prophecy contained in this chapter was 
occafioned by a great drought which God had 
afflicted Judea with, and which Jeremiah here de- 
fefibes. To appeafe the wrath of God in that time 
of trouble, and to obtain rain, the prophet intercedes 
for the people: but God tells him, that his prayers 
v/ere in vain, as well as the prayers and failings of 
the Jews; that they would fhortly be extirpated by 
all forts of plagues ; and that thofe falfe prophets, 
who had promifed them peace, Ihould be confound¬ 
ed? ahd involved in the general ruin. Neverthelefs, 
Jeremiah hefeechcs God to pardon the Jews, and 
not to cait them off entirely in this extremity. 

Reflections. 

EROM this chapter we are to learn thefe four 
A things: I. That, as God fent a drought and 
famine upon Judea , to fignify to the Jews that 
they had provoked him, and that he ihould quickly 
come to deftroy them, fo we ought to con fide r all 
temporal calamities as tokens of the wrath of God, 
and incitements to repentance. II. That it is the 
duty of thofe who are let over the church, and of 

aU 
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all its true members, to labour by their prayers, as 
'Jeremiah did, to prevent and avert the judgments 
of God; or at lead to moderate them, if they can¬ 
not be wholly averted. III. That neither the cea! 
and interceflion of the righteous, nor the prayers and 
failings of an obftinate and impenitent people, can 
prevent the divine vengeance. This the Lord him- 
felf teaches us, when he tells the prophet: Pray not 
for this people for their goo.!. IVLen they faft, I iPill 
net hear their cry. And when he declares, that the 
Jews fliould be confumed, ndt only by drought and 
famine, but likewife by war and peltilence. Laftly, 
The minUters of the Lord ought ferioufly to reflect 
upon what is here laid, of the crime andpuniihment 
of thole falie prophets, who promifed peace to the 
Jews, at the very time their ruin was approaching; 
that it may be a warning to them never to flatter 
finners, nor lull them in fecurity; but to fpeak al¬ 
ways with Zealand fincerity what Go.l has command-, 
ed them. We ought likewife to learn from hence, 
to hearken to thofc that declare the truth to us fin- 
cereiy and without flattery. 

C HAP. XV. 

G OD again declares to Jeremiah, who had in¬ 
terceded for the Jews, that his prayers fhould 
not be heard that their ruin was determined, becaule 
they had entirely forfaken the Lprd ; and that they 
were to be delivered into the hands of their enemies, 
who would deftroy them; to the wild beafls, and 
fowls of the air, who would devour them, and to 
all kinds of miferies. The prophet complains of the 
ill treatment he met with from the Jews, becaufe of 
his threatning them with the judgments of God; 
but the Lord comforts him, and allures him of his 
protection. 


R E f 1 t c< 
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Reflections. 

X? R O M this chapter we may gather thefe three 
* inftruiftions. I. That although the godly are ac¬ 
ceptable to God, and their prayers have great power 
with him, yet they cannot prevail in favour of thofe 
whofe hardnefs is defpcrate. This God declares af¬ 
ter the ftrongeft manner, when he tells "Jeremiah , 
that though Mofes and Samuel , who had formerly turn¬ 
ed away the wrath of God from the people of lfrael 
by their interceffion, fhould pray to him for the 
Jews, he would not regard them. II. The next in- 
ftruCtion is, that the punifhment of finners, be it ne¬ 
ver fo fevere, is fo juft, that they do not deferve to 
be lamented; as God lhews in thefe words, JVbo 
Jhall have pity on thee, O Jerufalcm ? or who J/jall 
bemoan thee ? or who ftjall go afide to ask how thou 
doji ? becaufe thou haft forfaken me. III. The mi- 
niltcrs of Jefus Chrift fee, by the example of Jere¬ 
miah, that they are often called to tell men harfh and 
difagreeable things, which may expofe them to the 
hatred of the wicked, but that neverthelels they are 
bound to obey the commands which God gives them, 
and to keep themfelves pure and undetiicd in the 
midft of the general corruption ; by which means 
they may be allured, that God will take them under 
his protection; and that they fhall never fail of his 
afliftance. 


C II A P. XVI. 

I. Q D, to convince the Jews, and Jeremiah 
VJT too, that the utmoft calamities were coming 
upon Judea, forbids him to marry, or to go into 
any houfe of mourning fo comfort the afflicted, or 
be preient at any feaft. II. He tolls him next, that 
the crimes of the Jews, and their prodigious h.ud- 
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nefs of heart, would be the caufe of all their miferies ; 
but he promifes neverthelcfs to bring them again frdm 
the north country, that is, from Babylon , after they 
had luffered the punilhment of their fins. 

Reflections. 

I. /'"I O D forbad 'Jeremiah to marry, to enter in¬ 
to the houl'es of mourning, or to go to any 
feaft, that by this behaviour of the prophet he*might 
affect the Jews the more, and make them untler- 
ftand, that the time of their defolation drew near -, 
that the children which Ihould be born fliould be ex- 
pofed to all kinds of calamities, and come to. a fatal 
end •, that the dead fhould be unburisd and unlatr.enr- 
cd •, and that this people fliould loon have no room 
to rejoice. Here we fhould take notice, that in a 
time of calamity God would have us humble our- 
felves, and even abftain from things which we might 
lawfully do at another time. 11 . God pofitively de¬ 
clares in this chapter, that all thel'e evils will befai 
the Jews, becaufe they had for Taken him, and had 
done even worfe than their fathers; that he took no¬ 
tice of all their ways; and that he would reconjpenii: 
their fins double. This plainly fliews that God is 
juft ; that he fees and knows all the adions of men, 
and ‘that when they heighten their fins, they force 
him, as it were, to take vengeance. 111 . We fee, 
however, in this chapter, that God ftill preferved fen- 
timents of love towards the Jews, fince he was plcal- 
ed to put an end to the captivity, and bring them 
again from Babylon , after he had chaftifed them 
for their iniquity, and brought them into the right 
way. Thus God deals with men, if he fends al- 
fiidions to punifti them, lie docs not wholly reject 
them, and always pardons thofe, who make a right 
ufe of lus corrections. 


C I I A P. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

I. T EREMI 4 H declares to the Jews, that their 
J fins, and particularly their idolatry, would 
fpeedily occafiftn their ruin that the truft which they 
put in men could not fecure them and that, in 
order to be happy, they muft rely upon God alone, 
who fearches and knows *the heart, who is the judge 
of all m^n, and hateth iniquity. II. The prophet 
complains of the injuries they did him, protefts he 
had not defired the deftruXion of the Jews, and 
had only told them what God had commanded him 
to jleclare. III. He exhorts the king and the peo¬ 
ple to repentance, and in particular to prevent the 
profaning of the fabbath-day ; promifing them, that 
God would blefs them if they did and threatning 
them with utter deftruXion if they continued in 
their fins. 


Reflections. 

T 1 H E reflexions to be made’ on this chapter are, 
I. That as the Jews were given up to their ene¬ 
mies, Jiecaufe they had provoked the Lord lb God 
will fooper or later punilh. thofe who offend him. 
II. That it is in vain to think of being fecure in man’s 
afliftance, when we have not God for our friend ; and 
in general, that thole who confide in mqp, and in the 
arm of flelh, are accurfed of God; but that he blelles 
all thofe that truft in him ; and that there is no con¬ 
dition more happy and lecure than the condition of 
that man who trutts in God and fears him. III. We 
fhould carefully attend to thefe words of the prophet: 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and dcfperately 
wicked , who can know it ? 1 the Lord fearc’o the !::.;ri y 
I try the reins , even to give to every man according to 
his ways. This lhould teach us to diftruft ourlelves, 

to 
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to fludy to* know our own hearts, and to fear God, 
whofe knowledge is infinite, and who is the judge of 
all men. IV.. This chapter teaches us, that thofe who 
acquire riches unjuftly, io not Jpng enjoy them. 
Ladly, Perfons of a publick character have here ie- 
veral very important ledfons. The nliniders of the 
Lord fiiould learn, by the example of Jeremiah , not 
to think it drange if the wicked rejedt their miniftry ; 
to be faithful in the difeharge of it, and always to 
abound with love and charity for thofe ,to whom 
they are fent,' though they meet with an unkind recep¬ 
tion. And the earned exhortations addrefied by the 
prophet to kings and rulers, concerning the obferva- 
tion of the fabbatli, fliew, that it is the duty of princes 
and magidrates to perform what God commands, to 
reverence the divine fervice, and to prevent its being 
profaned. This is’ the way to obtain the divine fa¬ 
vour, as, on the contrary, irreligion and impiety de¬ 
prives kingdoms and dates of his protection. 

C if A P. XVIII. 

I. T E RE MI A H reprefents to the Jews’, by the 
J comparifon of a potter and the clay, that God 
might dedroy them, becaufe of their fins; and eda- 
blifh them again, if they were converted. II. He 
exhorts them to repentance, and threatens them, that 
if they continued to forget God, they (houid be de- 
iolate. I.adly, He again complains of the confpiracies 
v/lach the Jews had formed to take away his life; 
and he denounces the vengeance of the Lord againd 
them. 

Rrr fiiCTiONS. 

f T H I 7 , comparifon of a potter, which is propofed 
in this chapter, does not fignify that God has 
created men to'dedrov them, or render them unhap¬ 
py 
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py, by the jnere eflfeCf of Ais wilt ; but the defign of 
it was, to teach the JWstbat- they were in the 
hands. of God, aftdchat he was able to punifh thetru, 
ahtl afterward*'tHNtttoni them*, in the fame manlier 
as a potter* 1*W» thinking p make a good veflel, 
and not fucceedifig, might f^eak it, and make and* 
ther with the fame day . Thus Gtxi himfelf explains 
it, when he fays, that if a nation which hd had pur¬ 
pled to deftroy, turned froth its iniquity, Ik would 
not deftroy it; and (Hi the Contrary, if a nation 
which be had determined to bleft, did not heafkdn 
to Ms voice, he would withdraw his favour from 
that nation. He declares, moreover, that though he 
had threatned to deftfoy the Jews, he Was. ftill ready 
to pardon theft), and that he would not put his threat* 
niiig in execution, ' unlefs they obftinatdy perfifted 
in their impeqitence and handneJs Of heart. From 
this dO&rine, which is of great importance, it ap¬ 
pears, that God never wants either power or gpodnds 
to do good to men; that he is perfectly juft, and 
that no evil befals them but what they, bring upon 
themfclves. We fee in the impkmS prooeeding of 
• the Jews, who contrived to. kill Jeremiah, that the 
fervai\ts of God, by difeharging theirduty, fometimes 
incur the hatred of the wicked; As for the laft verfcs 
of this chapter, where Jeremiah teems to make im- 
precationsagainft the. Jews*; they muft not. be. under* 
flood as if hi had deftred their ruin: it appears 
from this whole book,and even ,from this place, 
that hehaa prayed for them j and he calls God to 
wltne&, r;in the foregoing chapter, that ha did . not 
wifh for. thWr cala mty t but theft are threatnings 
which hedenountes from God, in qualityiltf. pro¬ 
phet to (haw* that ^their deftmlbon was inevitable, 
and,that evils oftvery kind Were to fall upon them 
andtheir ehilditnv 

Vph.Ii: X CHAP. 
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f'f^HE-defiga pf this the. Jews 

juL pndcrftafnd, tfea% God, for^ttlfcvpuwftitneat pf 
their idolatry, andelj^aHyfbr havingftcrtficed their 
i^Idf-ep'to. the- idoj Moiotb, orherwife cpIkd . A*^, 
tathey alley of Tepbet », would caufe'them t^sjJprHh 
ip fo lartientabfe j manner, that they fljppld eat their 
children daripg the Gage of Jtrufalm • and that 
their careafes • fliould be . paten; by the beafts in the 
fame valley. Thjs'ibe pdf 1 ** jreprefeptsby break¬ 
ing an earthen veffd in chit place * fignifyingthereby, 
that Pod would deftroy themwith thefemeeafei and 
hs foddenly as a min bfesiks>an earthen pt* and 
that as the pieces of a broken jpot cannot he joined 
together,, arid are of no \ne,pK> likewise their rwa 
ihould be total, and molt of them fhovild perilh with¬ 
out recovery. 

% E'.S T i o : *r s. 

I. T T rmlft here beSobftrved in the firft place, that 
A the Jews had been guilty of the blackeft 
crimes, and of the moft. execrable idolatry that ever 
was heard of * fince they were come to that pafs, as 
even m bum their ospmxhildren in honour of their 
idoh. This is a vtrfs remarkable proof, chat not 
only thofe thsu fenow hcfc-Pod, but even thole who 
have known him, and iprofc&W? wcafiKp him, may 
fall. irtcoahe greafeft wokednefs* and renoonce aU 
fcntimem^ cf ^ieitgiQgnfe^mt^^ - .-when-' .’they 

r^\^vfaliddnefluimi^uttdMi» «f -heart. 



, We muft<axmdSsif^o^Mld the Jews 

he kiHed,vaad tepfidtld^w^ ijutfc, val- 

y, Where theyhadIknficed didrdiUditffoxlddls, 
be reduced Met -Ifallw of 



their fons agd of-tbeindaughters. In this wene n % 
joftice of ^^^ey|feor, - Who frequen^pun; 
tfhes’men ^tk^. wy,. things wherewith they had 
o&ndfid, , iv4>, Wfc&j thqfe .. jvho bad, ( been diftidr 
guifced by>i«j» ;%&»$>’ becprife,. upon their abufeof 
ihem n the^ffipft jfevere vengeance, The 

li'^ilifude oTthe;earthen ppt proken in pieces,is very- 
ron*r&blf » well exprelfing Ifhe facility with which 
Qpd can <fe#n>y,|inpers, and Ihewing, that, nothing 
can deliver <¥< irecQver. them, whenehe is pleafed to 
punhhthgn. 


C H A P. XX. 

A Prisfe named Pajb%$, brack Jertmiab* andthrew 
£\ him into prifon, forhavjag foretold the deftruEr 
4jpn 9 ittftrufiijfim i tpld him* shat he 

hiinfelf .ihould he «^ried <aptive toi^i^|w», with ail 
his family, - and , all his friends *, and that he Ihould 
die there.- The prophet complains of being cxpofed 
tp the hatred of the wicked Jews* .and express hi* 
grief vpoo that account., : 

Rstlections. 

T" 1 ji IS chapter prefcnu us with three principal 
1 refledioiis. I. We fee how Jeremiah was beat¬ 
en,; and ppt in prifon, for having prophefied ag»nft 
the Jews t bd( that he did not-forbear, howGver,jto 
fnretel their,(felWijent, a»d in particular denounced 
fyjbur *s doom* declaring, that he flwuld fel the 
efef&s of the divine’vengeance. Thus the wicked 
ere provoked fcdwfetae thofewbo ipcak 
,toj&em mother nw»» of Sod v.bwt the true bahwers 
of the Lprd always do what Grid cOimn«nd«.thenn t 
and dtpfe |vhp Jot themfclm agaiflft them, receive • 
dnJjeft; wvar&qfcthcih inahcfe. 1L jVe fee here, 
how Jeremiek fag jafeonhhed afllfted at the op* 

X 2 pofition 
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portion he met with from tbe Jews; but that he 
ftceMgd^ied hi mfdf* ncyerttjiiselfc • |>f "iraWing' iri;God. 
All wtofijjfi^r itst Hghfcebulhe& Jafce ^hould confjder 
thUythatjhey may not be difeouraged when they 
meerwithobftaefes. 111. The lift -rifieiftion 'relates 
ttf the laft verfes of thii .%Mp8etft ?»«which Jeremiah 
itfei&he the dayin i&bitb J vdas born : It might 
he oMtjfved, that theprophetddea not (peak of jhim- 
Itrtf hete, but reprefents the femimeotaw thejews, 
Whht they Would fay at the lame of thaif deftrtiftioh, 
which would be lb - terrible* that, it wou|d be more 
happy for them if they badtnever bfeen born* and they 
themfelves would wifhfbrdeatb. But fyppofethefe 
words (houtd relate to Jeremiah* we muft hot believe 
that he Was guilty of murnjpring or impatience; for 
lw; the fame chapter hettppcarsahimattd With a jay 
and confidence Which led him to jpraifc God^ iot. 
only that he meant by thefe proverbial ways ofipeak- 
irig* ih ufe at that time, tofhew what a wmehed 
thing it was to five among a peqple io corrupt* and 
how much he was grieved to fee their obftipaey, and 
to Confider the miferies that would & heavily fall upon 
them. 


C HAJ\ XXI. 


T HAT which is related in this chapter* happened 
when the Chaldeans befieged J&ufalem, under 
tilt' reign of Zedtkiab. This 'prince‘fe .ring lent to 
confiiit Jetmiab whit he was to do, the prophet tells 
turn*'. that( 4s God had^seiblvedsto ddiver the city to 
titeCbahSeafUy theymofl^bmit tt>thetirt } that they 
wfewd** fo* > wodWOfavStheifUees } bu^ if the king 

S Wbple njfijfed-'to fijiSrindSfy they* wduld he ex- 
to the grditeftfteiMtridt>l # 1 'W*n^HtffcUb «*- 
chekiflg, *dhdr^-'^^ ■ J “ 

fclves^aadtddojul 


sw/orm 


Ri'fuc. 



prevent It j God s Otways' inclined tp pardon them 
and fpainethem,eVen wheni hecha(filb db«nii and 
if at laft Heoverwfie W them with his judgments, 
it is becaufe he is forced to it by their impenitence. 
This teaches us likeWift, that when God will coned 
us, we muft fubmit to it, left bjr our refiftance w< 
draw upon durfelves greater evils. Laftly, Thii 
chapter,inches judges ant| magiftrates, that the ex* 
ercife of juftice is one of the^jioft effe&Ual means tc 
prevent the judgments of Gedj_ and procure his pt^- 
jtpdlion/ ‘ " ^ 


C H A P. xxn 


I. kingof 

J Ae peode,, ccf repent*^, and pa 
the pra#iqe.;$* 




uz*vm t ** raw 

wife named jt 


«WL happen; to the pofterity jof *J#r, 
m»4. he fays, thaf SfyalUtm, other- 
$n t ' Ihbuld be carried into E&pti 
X y and 
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and die there,} that Jeboja'kim^ his. brother and fuc- 
ceflbr, fhould be deprive# or"burial} and that C>- 
niab, otherwife called Jecmtflh, $x<sv\ l & be carried to 
Babylon by .the Chaldeans , that he' ihould die there, 
a«d have no Ton to reign after him. 

Rt F'l t C T IOHS. 

"ITT" E may learn from this chapter, that of the 
things which have the greateft tendency to 
fesure the favour and prote£lion of God to any 
people, one is, when judges .render juftice to every 
one impartially. If the kings and princes of Judah 
had difeharged their duty in this matter, according 
to the exhortations of the prophet, they would have 
been fpared ; but for having failed therein, they 
were deilroyed, and the whole nation perifhed with 
them. There is another palTage in this chapter, 
which e’eferves to be taken notice of} that place, I 
mean, where it is faid, that thofe who attempt to 
raife and cft.iblifli their families by wicked ways, and 
by covetouinds,. (hall never profper. But the prin¬ 
cipal reflexion to be made on what has been read, 
relates to* the kings here fpoken of. All shaft Jere¬ 
miah had faid came upon them. Sballum , fon of 
king Jojjab, was taken, by the king of Kgypt, and 
.carried into that country, where he died ; Jeboiakim 
fell into the hands of the Chaldeans , was carried in 
chains tq Babylon, and fo was JeconiHb , wha.had no 
fuccefior. Thus God fulfilled the predidtibns of Je¬ 
remiah, and punilhed all «bdr syicked and idotattous 
princes. - Moreover, the impiety of the defendants 
of the good and pious king jfg/idh, wKb all of them 
,$ame to a tragical end* Ihqwlf that the piety df pa¬ 
rents will not fkreen (heir children from w^dg- 
ments of God, if thofe childr* nprbyoke tfolT&fd 
bv their difobedience. ‘ v * * 

CHAP. 
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C H A' P . ? XXIII. 

J EREMIAH threatens the wicked fhepherds, that 
is, the magiftrates, the priefts and the prophets, 
accufing them of being the caufe of all the abominable • 
practices which prevailed in the kingdom of Judah ; 
and heforetels, that God would wife in the family 
of David a great king, who (hould be the deliverer 
of his people. After this he complains, that the 
priefts and prophets of Judah were ftill worfe than 
thofe of the kingdom of Ifrael •, he fays, that they 
abandoned themfelves to the utmoft excefles, and, 
befides this, deceived the people, falfly boafting of 
revelations, and promifing them peace; and he de¬ 
nounces the divine vengeance againft them. 

Reflections. 

TJf ERE let us confider, I. That God’s pro- 
mi ie, ; to give his people good fhepherds, and 
to raife in the houfe of king David a righteous 
prince, was fulfilled, not only when the Jews return¬ 
ed from Babylon under the conduct of Zoro h ahd, 
who lyas a defendant of David , and had Ezra* JeJhua 
and Nehemiahy and other good men for their gover¬ 
nors; but. chiefly when Godfent Jefus Chrift, born 
of that family, to be the great fhepherd and redeemer 
of the church. II. The complaints that God. here 
makes againft falfe fhepherds, add chiefly againft the 
priefts and prophets of Jerufalem, are worthy our 
w&ole-ittention. The Lord fays, they were worfe 
than thofe 6( Samarial who were however idolftm; 
that the land Was filled with adulteries, peijfiries, 
andall. manner of vtickednefs; but that the prophets 
»ere thepccafiondfit: That if they Baft made khown 
to'the Jews th'fe will pf God, they might have been 
converted frotn ifceiV fins ; but inftead, of that, they 

X 4 ‘ had 
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had deceived them^trlling themithere waa nothing 
to fear. jMinifters, Who lent by God, fhould at¬ 
tend to thefe wotds, and ftitnfally record them in 
their minds. But it is s great-misfortune indeed^ 
when, inftead'of faithfully declaring the will of thfc 
Lord, an^ turning flnners from the error of their 
ways, they flatter and footh them in their crimes, 
and withal let thpro a bad example, pod declares 
■very exprefsly, that he if angry with th^fe wicked 
Ihepherds, and that they cannot eicape his know¬ 
ledge and vengeance. By this every one may fee of 
what consequence it is, -that paftors and rulers Ihoyld 
difeharge their duty. But finee God threatens the 
people as well ks the prophets; it is evident* that if 
thole who feduce others are .guilty, thole whq fuffer 
themfelves' to be fcduced will be juflly punifhed; 
that we ought therefore to be well inftrufted in the 
will of God, and after we have known it, ihpuld be 
afraid to offend God by difobedience; and to this 
end, Ihould always remember, what he himfelf fays 
in this chapter,' Can pny bide himfelf in feeret places , 
that 1 fbail not fee Mm ? Do I not fill heaven and 
earth , faith the Lord f 

CHAP. XXIV. 

F O R' the right underftanding of this chapter, we 
muft know, that fome years before Nebucbadr 
ftezzar king of Babylon came to deftroy the city and 
temple of Jerufalem , part of the people had already 
been earned to Babylon , with Jttmiab king of Ju¬ 
dah. J n that time the prophet Jeremiah had the vifioo 
which is here related, and in which he law two baskets 
of figs, the one good and the . other bad; by which 
pod ugnifled to him the difference there would be, 
between the' Jews that were carripcT away with jeco- 
mab % and thofc that remained at JerafeUm j which 
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was, that tlje firftlhouJdbe preferved, and that God 
would reftlorie thi<sn ■, whereas the others Ihould be al- 
moft all deftroyedby wajj famine and peftilenoe, to¬ 
gether v/ 'iih Zd&iab the I aft king of Judah *, and thatt 
thpfe who Oiould go flown to Egypt, after the taking 
of Jtrufalepn Ihould there coipe to a moft miferabk 
end, Thus it .happened eleven years after this pro¬ 
phecy. >’ 

RtntcrioNs. 

■fXTE.are to confidef upon this chapter, I. That 
■ when Jeconiab , and * part of the peopk were 
carried away captives to Babylon , it ihould have been 
a warning to the Jews of their approaching deftruc- 
tion. Thus God puniihes men by degrees j and, be¬ 
fore he deftroys them quite, warns them by feverai 
corredlions that their deftru&ion is not far off; and 
if they prevent not his judgments, they will feel the 
weight pf them. II. It is to be'obferved next, that 
the Jew who were firft carried away to Babylon 
were happily reftored; whereas thofe that ftayed at 
Jerufalem , and thought themfelves much more hap- 
• py than their captive countryman, but were much 
napre wicked and* guilty than they, fince they made a 
very ill ufe of what had happened to their brethren, 
were almoft all deftroyed by the fword, peftilence and 
famine, when Nebuchadnezzar came the daft time a- 
gainft Jerufalem, Zedekiab their king came to a fa* 
tal end, with all the great iptn of his court; and 
thofe ampng them who wept down into Egypt, after 
the taking of Jerufalem* felt the heavieft load of the 
divine judgments. This example fheweth, that thofe 
whom Goa puniihes are n6t always the moft guilty, 
nor dre rpoft miferdh^j and thatfinners who enjoy 
profperity, and whom God bears longer with, are' 
freawi with the greaceft fcverity, when they perfift in 
their impenitence. 

CHAP. 
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CHA P.* XXV. 

T HIS chapter contains three remarkable things. 

I, That the Jews, for deffljfitng the exhortations 
of the prophets, and above all, thofe they had receiv¬ 
ed ixotojeremiab, during the fpace of twenty three 
years, were to 4 be given up to the BebylonianSi II. 
That the captivity of Babylon Ihould la tifeventy,years. 
III. That Cnee God did ipt fparc his own people,he. 
would not fpare other nations; that the EgypiiAni, 
the fcveral people of Arabia, the Pbiliflines* the Edo¬ 
mites, the Moabites, and the other neighbours of the 
Jews, together with the Modes and Perfians, Ihould 
be punifhed; Sfter which, the Babylonians themfelves 
ihould be deftroyed Thusjeremiab reprefents, by 
laying, that all the nations Ihould drink of the cup of 
thus wine of the wrath of God ; which is a figurative 
way of {peaking ufed by the prophets, to figmfiy the 
divine vengeance. 

Ref lections. 

I. r T’ H E firft reflexion to be made upon this 
A chapter is, that God bears with men with 
great patience; that he exhorts them a'long time to 
repentance; but that if they abuie his long-fuffering, 
be at laft executes his rhreatnings. Thus God, after 
he had in vain called the Jews to converfion by the 
miniftry of, Jererttidb, for the fpace of 'twenty three 
years, brought the king of Babylon to deftroy them. 
II. God, to comfort his people, promifed to bring 
•them back from the llabyknijo capfiyity at (lie end of 
jfeventy years; and thento punifh the Babylonians 
themfelves. Thele ft verity yptrs, began.-in the reign 
Of Jeboiakm, when a great number bf Jews were 
carried to Babylom, with part Of the facred yefftH of 
of the temple; and they ended* at the time w&ntfce 

*■ Tflir* 
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Jews recurHcd lm^-Aeif own eburitry, by thfc pertnif- 
fion of Cyratkibg mPerJli. Iltj. Jt is to be obftrved, 
that the B^yptidrlif, Jthe Pbittfmes K apd,the other na¬ 
tions' Here nfr^edfi-were, brought under’fubje£ion to 
the iking of &abyioto> a* Jtrefniab had foretold and 
that after this, the Babylonians were fobdued by the 
Modes and ferfiws. ■ God hero fpeaks as the' Lord of 
the world, Who difpofes of kings and nations as he 
pttajbj and theTe great events, which Jeremiah and 
the other prophets had fo exprefsly foretold, are in- 
iboteftab^nboft of the diVinity of the prophecies, as 
well as.jHmtruth of God’s promifes, his proteftion 
of his and his juftice in puniftiing itis op- 

preflbrs,. were likewife we ihould confider, that if 
God f^res ’dOt his church, other nations, and the 
Wick^. in goherSl, ihaJL.not efcape his vengeance •, 
afid that i f he made ufe of wicked kings topunilh na- 
tibns, he at lengtKrcndered to thofe proud and impi¬ 
ous princes, who “had been the inftruments of* his ven¬ 
geance, "the pumflbment that was due to them; which 
Ihould' teach us to adore that providence which over¬ 
rules all things with wifdom, juftice and goodnefs. 


CHAP. xxvr. 

J EREMIAH ftill perfifting to foretel the.de- 
, ftruftion of JeruJalem and the temple, the prieffe 
hold of him, -and,’ with‘the people, require that he 
lho«]d be put to death. But Jeremiah, without be¬ 
ing dijpburagcd, continued to foretel the fame things 
ih the prefence of the magiftrates and judges, who af¬ 
ter they Had heard hinvlenthim away wirhout doing 
anpharm to liim i God having made an officer of the 
Mmefi AhfJtdf ,», his inftrument infavjiig the life 
the end of this chapter there is 
petentioo' made 'of a prophet, named Urijab, whom 
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Jebnakim caufed to be aflaffinated, forbaving forcr 
told the fame things as-Jeremiab. 

Reflections. 

*T* HIS chapter fees three notable examples before 
A us. The firft is, that of the priefts and the peo¬ 
ple of Jtrufalem , who would have put Jeremiah to 
death, bccaufe he foretold the ruin of their city and 
temple. This unjuft and impious proceeding of-the 
Jews,* fhews, that their wickednefs was exceeding 
great; and that the fervants iff God are femetiittes 
expofed to great dangers^from thofe whojHfpot bear 
their remonftrances. The feme refieftioigptnay be 
made upon the crime which king Jeboiaiim commit¬ 
ted, in flaying the prophet Vrijab , who had foretold 
the feme things as Jeremiah did. This perfecution of 
the faithful fervants of God was one thing which haft- 
ened the jdeftru&ion of the Jews. The fecond example 
is that of Jeremiah, who finding himfelf threatned 
with death, told the Jews that they might take away 
his life, but foil he perfifted in exhorting and threat- 
ning them in the name of God. This character of 
patience, moderation and meeknefs, and at the feme 
time of' zeal and courage, ought to be imitated by» 
all thofe who exercife the fecred miniftry, when it is 
their lot to fuflfer in the difeharge of their duty. Laftly, 
"We have the example of feveral magiftrates, and «- 
fpedally of Ahikam , one of the chief mioifters of ftate, 
who took the pan of Jeremiah , and acknowledged 
that he fpake to them in the name of the Lord: From 
whence we may infer, that God prote&ed tfys pro¬ 
phet, and does in his providential care raife up peifons, 
and find out ways for feeuring his fervants, who are 
unjuftly opprefied. Magiftrates and great men ought 
to meditate upon this hiftory, and learn from bena; to 
fear God, and to defend the innocent, and particu¬ 
larly bis faithful minifters; herein imitating Abiiam, 
* as 
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as well as king Hexekiab, who is likewife rpentioned 
in this chapter i who ipftead of being angry v with the 
prdphet Me#, humbled himfaif, and by his humili> 
atiort averted "the Wfith of GoS. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


1. 0TT\ H B’ kings bordering ufbn Judea, having 
’w* lent ambafTadors to Zedekiab king of Judah , 
Godorders Jeremiah to fend bonds and yokes 00 thofe 



as he expend, that they fhould themfelves be brought 
under, the dominion of the king of Babylon. The 
prophet tells them to fubmit to that king •, and fhews,, 
that the empire of the Babylonians fhould laft till the 
time'Of the grandfon of Nebuchadnezzar, after which 
it (hould come to an end. II. He exhorts Zedekiab , 
and the people of Jetufalem, to fubmir themfeives to 
the king of Babylon , and not to give credit to the felfe 
prophets, who made them believe th*at the vtfiels of 
the temple, which had been carried to Babylon with 
king Jeboiakim , fhould be brought back again to Je- 
rufalm. Jeremiah declares, that on the contrary, the 
remainder* of the holy veflels fhould likewife be taken 
away, when Nebuchadnezzar came to deftroy the city 
and temple. 

Reflections. 


'T' HER E are four obfervations to be made upon 
this chapter: I. Weobferve, that Jeremiah lent 
bonds and yoke* to the kings living near Jerufakm, 
to fhq* diem that they fhould be conqueredby fftbu - ’ 
ebadnezzar king of Babylon, who isM called the 
fervant of the Lord; becaufe he was tk execute the 
<fc$eqi of providence. - This fhofcld have taught Zede¬ 
kiab 
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kiab not to cxpe& any a|fiftance ftapi t|icrie kings a- 
gainft the Bobylevas,.. Thi* of Jeremiah, 
which the ambalTadot? of thofe princes were y(itnefles 
of, tended like wife to convince them that the Lord, 
in whole name Jerentiab fpake,’ war the only true God; 
which they muft needs be convinced of, wneathey fell 
under the domitfion of the Babylonians, who conquered 
them all, one after the Other. II. It is to be obferved, 
that Jerepiiqb forepld, that the mopatph? ofjthp Ba¬ 
bylonians fhould fubfift till, the grahd^ui of BfeMfbad- 
nezzar , which was verified by thf.event ■, tDO* 
narchy ending in Beljhaz&ar, when Babyhn was taken 
by the Meies and Perfians. Thefe are very exprefs 
predidions, which prmre and confirm moft evidently 
the divine authority of Jeremiah's prophecies. III. 
The exhortations of the prophet addrefipd to Zedektifb 
'and the Jews, to fubmit tnemfejves willingly to the 
king of Babylon, teach us, that it i$*ip yain tp pretend 
to refill the will of God •, and that when he has tftade 
known his will to us, and thinks"fit to chaftife us, it 
is beft humbly to fubmit to it. Laftly, We fee in 
this chapter, th’at God forjbad the Jews to hearken to 
the falfe prophets, who Mattered them and promUed 
them peace, and the return of the holy veflels. It is 
a great fin in thofe who are let over the, church, to 
diflemble the will of God, and flatter finners by a 
baft; compliance; and the true fervants of God 'are 
thofe who declare the truth fincercly and without d»f* 
guife. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

A Fal fe prophet, pawed Hanamab, oppofes Jen- 
„ v*ab, and foreteja that JeruJplem fhot^d not 
be taton by the Babylonians ;, that within two years, 
the holy veflels which had been carried away tp Ba¬ 
byism, fhould be brought back to Jerufajm, and 

that 
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that Jecaniab' (bottld return from thence with fill the 
captives. And-to confirm his prediction, he breaks 
a wooden 'yoke tmt,Jeremiab had’made by order of 
God,„.which tmefehted, that the .Jews (hould be . 
made fubjedt to the king of Batylan, as we read in toe 
foregoing chapter's but Jeremiah, when he had told 
Hananiab that the event would fhew the.falfenefs of 
his predictions* caufts a yoke of iron to be made, in- 
ftead of the wooden yoke which Hananiab had broken, 
and prophefies that he (hoiUd die that year, which ac¬ 
cordingly came Id pafs. 

Retsections. 

tT.HE chief cptifideration this chapter affords ns 
is, that at the very time the deuruCtion of tne “ 
Jews drew near, there were among them falfe pro¬ 
phets, who promifed them peace, and a return of the, 
facred veffels of,the temple, and of their captive bre¬ 
thren. 'There have been in all ages falfe teachers in 
the church, who have lulled the people in their (ecu- 
rity •, but it is a dangerous thing to hearken to them; 
and God is very gracious when he lends faithful mi- 
nifters, who do not flatter their people, nor conceal 
anything that they are commanded to fpeak to men 
for their good. The courage of Jeremiah' in refitting 
Hananiab, (hews, that we fhould never give way to 
the wicked when they attempt to (educe others •, but 
(hctuld oppofe them always, and difcharge our duty 
with boldnefs. The punilhment of Hananiab , who 
died according to the prediction of Jeremiah , might 
have taught the Jews that Hananiab was a falfe pro¬ 
phet, and that the reft of Jeremiah's threatnings 
(hould be fulled. This is an example of t^e divine 
vengeance, which putiues thofe who reftft God and his 
hply wordy and who (educe others to fin or error. 


CHAP. 
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C&AR XXIX. 

I N this fetter, wrote to the Jews who had been 
carried away to Babylon with king Jeeboniab , the 
prophet, Jeremiah does four things: I. He exhorts 
them to ftay in Babylon , and to be faithful to the king 
and government of that country, and not to believe 
the prophets, who promiled them that theyjhpuld be 
delivered before the feventy years of their' captivity 
were expired. II. He promifes, that at the end of 
that time God would bring them again to Jerusalem. 
III. He tells them that the Jews, who were yet at 
Jerufalem , and their king Zedekiab , were gping to be 
reduced to the utmoft defolation. IV. He foretels 
the puntfhment of Abab and Zedekiab* two lying pro¬ 
phets, and of Sbemaiab, who had written letters from 
Babylorn to Jerufalem againft the prophet Jeremiah . 

Reflections. 

I; HP H E order that Jeremiah gave the Jews, who 
were at Babylon , to ftay there, and to pray for 
the profperity of that city, (hews us, that God would 
have us live in fubmiQion to the kings under whole 
government we are plaoed, and to pray for the pro¬ 
sperity of their dominions; and that when God thinks 
fit to chaftife us, we ought to acquiefce in it, and to 
continue in the condition to which he is pleated to re¬ 
duce us. II. The clear and repeated promifes Jere¬ 
miah made' the Jews; that they (houla be Cent away 
free at the end of feventy years, exprefs the love of 
God towards them, and the divinity of this prophe¬ 
cy. III. It is to be remarked, that though the Jews 
who were at. Jerufalem , leaned to be in a more hap¬ 
py ftate than thofe who were at Babylon* yet they 
were to b# moil feverely fcourged by God, for not 

improving 
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improving by the mifery of their captive brethren, 
and for continuing to defpife the voice of the Lord. 
Thus God proportions his punifhments to the fins of 
men, and thofe which he punifiies laft, are ufually 
treated with greateft feverity, becauie they have long- 
eft abufed his patience. IV. We find in this chap¬ 
ter, that there were at Jernfahm and at Babylon falfe 
prophets, who railed againft Jeremiah, and who re¬ 
duced the people, and were moreover impure and cor¬ 
rupt men. God, for the trial of men, has in all ages, 
permitted that there fhould be feducers; to oblige us 
to be upon our guard againft fuch people, according 
to the exhortation of our Lord, and to diftinguilh 
them from the true minifters of God. But we like- 
wife obferve, in the punifliment that God inflicted up¬ 
on the falfe prophets here mentioned, that God con¬ 
demns all fuch ; fince Ahab and Zedekiab were burnt 
by the king of Babylon , and Sbemaiah perifhed with 
his family, without feeing the deliverance of the Jews j 
whereas Jeremiah , who fpake with fincerity, expe¬ 
rienced the divine protection. 

CHAP. XXX. 

*> 

T H E prophet Jeremiah, after he had declared 
to the Jews that they fhould be led captives 
to Babylon , promifes here, that God would deliver 
them from it; that the Babylonians fhould feel his 
vengeance; and that after he had chaftiled his people, 
he would dilplay his infinite power for their reitera¬ 
tion. 

Reflections. 

*jp H E reflections to be made on this chapter, re¬ 
late to the love of God, his power, juftice and 
faithfulnefs. The love of God towards this people 
appears in his prom dins to deliver them from the 
Vol. II, V vokc 
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yoke or the king of J> iby'ou, and to tank* their, to 
cl well agam in their own land. I Iis power appear, in 
delivering them, at a time when there teemed to be no 
relief tot them, and by means they could never have 
expected. His jullice he give proof of in taking 
vengeance on the Br.'y c::i who had oppufled the 
Jews with fo much level if y ar.d liyulhce. I .allly. 
We are to t.. so notice, that t>od is tine and faithtul 
in his promts, iince all that was foutold in this 
chapter < oncermng the rtcovery of the Jews came to 
pais, when they returned irom I'plylon into their own 
countrv, under the conduct of Zonbabtl and their 


other loader-. Hut thefe piomiies weie complratly 
Filmed m the peilbn of Jtllis thrill, who was bom 
in the poller :y of l-’rom all which we may 

toiu’.u lo, t!,..t God, who is always the fame, will 
protect the < nnilian church; which, it he appears 
iumcti;r,ts ar'vy with, his defign is to purity it; and 


that it ihail ever fubfiil, 
t.iulo who Fek Ua ruin. 


>n h ite of the attempts 01 


C II A R. XXXI. 

T H I S chapter, as well as the loregoing, treats of 
the J~v.s reiteration. God piomiies, that al¬ 
ter lie had clull.led them, and they weie converted, 
he would little thorn in a happy and gloiious condi- 
t : un; r. d that t\fLrur„j, that is the ///.,•<//n' of the 
ten trio s, 'could lltare in this h,tj ;>y r volution. He 
<x.. . r m :.o more to lama;.i thru dclolat.cn:, and 
\ v, them ilrong alliiranccs c.i his lose. 1 .allly, 
J i ;r muii !; ;.ia!._ a new cove...ah with them, wh.th 
11.,.. I Call J . . 


R l : 1. 1: C- 
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R E r L E C T 1 O N s. 

T T PON this chapter thefe three things arc to be 
confidered : I. That if the prophets were lent to 
threaten the Jews, they were alfo lent to comfort 
them by promiies; and that the pmmiics v. Inch v.e 
have juit been reading, mull need.s tend to iV.~gdv.ri 
their faith dining their captivity in Pcbd n. II. i i-et 
(jod promiied tire Jews they lliould icuim into their 
own land, after their repentance and converfion; from 
whence it appears, that as mens fins are the caufe of 
t!-,e nfFiidtions God vifits them with, lb he reftorcs 
them not to favour till he fees them penitent anti 
humbled. III. The laic and chief reflection is, that 
God here promiles to make a new covenant, which 
Jhould be as firm as the order of the world; and fhoulti 
lull as long as heaven and earth remain. St l\iu\ in 
the epiflle to the Hebrews, applies this prophecy to 
the covenant of the gofpel -, and it is evident, that 
the true meaning it is not to be found in the relto- 
ration of the Jews, which was but of fliort continu¬ 
ance, wherein the Jews of the ten tribes, very few of 
them, had any lhare; lb that this promile loirs onlv 
the chrjilian church, with which God has made a co¬ 
venant that is to hill until the end of the world. This 
prophecy lets before us the privilege we enjoy in living 
under this covenant, teaches us, at die fame time, 
that God’s dclign in admitting uS into it was to lanc- 
tif'y us, by putting his law into our hearts, and writ¬ 
ing it in our inner parts, that we may lerve him and 
obey him all the days of our life. 


C II A P. XXXII. 


J h R EMI // U being put in prifon at "f :raf: ; , 
when the Chaldeans were belieging that city, God 
< ompuiniis him tobuv a field, and to out the evidence 

V ' ' ot 
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of the purchafe in a place where it might be preferved ; 
whereupon Jeremiah nfking of the Lord, why he or¬ 
dered him to buy lands, when the city was to be deli¬ 
vered up to the Chaldeans , and the people carried into 
captivity j God acquainted him, that it was done to 
be an alturanee ttwhe Jews, that after they had for the 
punishment of their fins been lent into captivity to Ba- 
i\Ln , they Ihould return to their’ own country, and 
pollels it again. 


R l r u rr i o N s. 

' I' II F, command that God gave Jeremiah , to buy 
a rield, when the Babylonians were befieging Je- 
ruhnltm, and he himlelf was in prifon, is very remark¬ 
able. This tended to comfort the prophet, and to 
confirm what he faid to the Jews concerning their 
appicaching deftruciion, and their ruin. With this 
view God ordered the deed of the purchafe to be pre- 
feivid, as a proof and a monument of the truth of 
Jd\’;;.:.:L's ] redktions. from hence we learn, thar 
noth.ing is impofl.ble to God ; that he infallibly exe¬ 
cutes his promiles, how improbable foever they may 
appear, humanly lpeaking. We again find in this 
chapter, that the inhabitants of Jervfal •though 
God had g:early bleficd them, and bore long with 
them, corrupted themlelvcs Hill more and more; 
that they ceafed not to provoke him, which was the 
realon he gave therft up to the power and cruelty of 
the Babylonians but after he had made the* Jews fi.it- 
fer the punilhment they deferved, he had pity on them. 
God feverely punilhes any contempt offered to his 
good neb, or ungrateful returns for favours received •, 
but lv dfes not wholly withdraw his love from thole 
that have olfended him ■, and wh< n ins correftions have 
produced their effeff, lie rcllons them to his favour, 
and make:; the exprcllions of iiis love iiicceed thofeof 

illi A Mill 
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CIIAP. XXXIII. 

T HIS prophecy is a fequel of the foregoing: Irs 
contents are, that Jerufalem fhoulci be taken, 
its houfes deftroyed by the Babylonians, and its inha¬ 
bitants put to death; but that afterwards the Jew* 
fhould return from Babylon, rebuild the city with 
glory, and fhould have divine lervice performed in 
the temple as before. God confirms this promile, 
faying, his covenant with his people fhould be as firm 
and immutable as the order of nature. 

Reflections. 

IC'R O M the promiles made by God to the Jews, 
A to bring them again to Jerufalem, to dwell there, 
and to heap his bleffings upon them, we are led to 
confider, that God is always merciful, and inclined 
to do good to men, and that it is in love he affli&s 
them; we are alfo hereby led to take notice of the 
faithfulnefs of GoJ, and the firmnefs of his cove¬ 
nant. It muft neverthelefs be obferved, that the pro* 
mifes here made to the two families of Ifrael, that is, 
to the Jews of the kingdom of Judah , and thole of 
the ten tribes, were not entirely fulfilled after the 
captivity of Babylon, fince the greatefl part of the 
Ifraelites of the ten tribes remained in the countries 
where they had been dilperfed. The fame thing is 
to be remarked on what God lb exprefsly declares, 
concerning his worfiiip being for ever eftablifhed at 
Jerufalem , and his covenant with the houfe of Da¬ 
vid and with the lews, fubfiiting as long as the 

_ •' __ w t? 

world lafted. This can but imperfectly agree with the 
reftoration of the Jews after the captivity* fince they 
did not continue long in Judea, and were afterwards 
deftroved by the Homans, and the lervice performed 
at Jaufilcm was quite aboliihed by the del’,ruction 

y 3 of 



of the temple. Thefe promifes therefore relate to the 
times of the Meffiah, and deferibe the kingdom ot 
Jcfus Chriil, the eitabhfhment of the golbei worihip 
amonc; all nations and the eompleat cunvetfion of 
the Jews, which will one day be accomphllnd. Wr¬ 
ought therefore to lv Is (*od that thelo premiss have 
been fulfilled with rJjt.fi to us, a,id that we are in¬ 
cluded in the new coven ’.it, which God had rromikd 
to make with Ji men in the latter days, 

C II A P. XXXIV. 

W IIKN A V.hv.-/k:,/;;rr was befirging [/,>:.■ 
j ycre,;:uih informs ZcJ:\.. /•, that the 
city flnuki be taken and burnt, that he fhould not, 
however, be put to death but be carried to 
and die there. 7.cd:'::nh and the Jews, terrified at 
the threatnings of ye*(m*b, <1 tewed fome tokens of 
repentance, and let the Jewhh daves at liberty, as the 
law or God directed them to do every feven years. 
But loon after, when the Chr.ldcam had retired, and 
the rulcts thought the danger was over, they reduced 
again to a li.tte of flavcry thole that had been rcle.tled; 
whereupon 7. remiab declared to them, that bccaufc 
of their hyporriiy, and tire violation of their Vow, 
Cod would caule the C'.tthbor.i to return, who iliould 
burn ‘jcr:>' 7and put its inhabitants to death, and 
lay the whole countiy wallc. 


R h F L I r. T ! o K S. 

11 Is mod important reflection to be made ou 
tiiis chapter, relates to the behaviour of Zcdckiab 
and the inhabitants of J^afalem , who finding them- 
felvcs befieged, lit at liberty the Jevvifii lervants, and 
pretended they would obferve the law of God; but as 
Con as the Cualdema retired, becaule the .king of 
Aiff * came out ag.iinfi them, the Jews, imagining 
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they had nothing more to fear, changed their mind, 
and made flaves again of their brethren. Thus finners 
pretend to humble themfelves, and feem difpofcd for 
converfion whilft they are threatned, and the danger 
is near •, but as foon as their fears are over, they re¬ 
turn to their fins and break their promifes. Jeremi¬ 
ah's reproaches and threatnings of the Jews for their 
impious and unjuft proceedings, fiiew, that a repent¬ 
ance and a reformation, which is but of fhort duration, 
inftead of pacifying God, provokes him the more; 
anti that thole who violate his covenant, and their own 
promifes, after having vowed to oblerve them, lhall 
not efcape the punifhmcnts which their hvpocrtfy and 
infidelity deferve. 'i'hus it happened to Zcde'dah and 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem: That city was taken 
foon after thefe things •, and Zedekiah fell into the 
hands of Nebuchadnezzar, who put him in chains, 
and carried him to Babylon , where he died. This is 
an inftance of the jull judgment of God upon finners, 
and efpecially on wicked princes. 

C H A P. XXXV. 

F O R the underftanding of this chapter, we mud 
know, that the Rechabites were Jews delcended 
from Jonadab , the fon of Rechab , who lived in the 
time of Jehu, king of I fra el, z Kings x. 15. and upon 
account of a vow which their father had obliged 
them to make,, drank no wine, and dwelt in tents. 
Thefe Rechabites having fled to Jem/alem, when the 
Chaldeans entered Judea , under the reign of Jehcak.m, 
as we are told in the twenty-fourth chapter of the fe¬ 
cund book of Kiuys ; Jeremiah offered them wine, 
and bade them drink it; which they refufed to do, 
allcdging their vow, and the prohibition of tin ir fa¬ 
ther, Whereupon Jcnmtah took occaiion to reproach 

V 4. the 
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the Jews, for not (hewing the fame refpett to the 
commandments of God, as the Recheibites fhewed to 
thofe of their father, and for ftill perfifting in their idola¬ 
try. For which real'on, he denounces deitrudion to the 
Jews, and promifes the Rechabues that God would 
blefs them. 


Reflections. 

HIS hiftory is worthy of our attention. Jerc- 
rraah prefented wine to the Rcchabiies , not with 
a defign to pcrfuade them to break their vows; but 
with an intent to make ufe of their example to con¬ 
demn the Jews. When the Rechabites had told him, 
it was not lawful for them to drink wine, on account 
of the vow their father had laid upon them ; 'Jeremiah 
took occafion from thence to Ocpoftulate with the 
Jews, and expofe their great guilt in breaking the di¬ 
vine commands, and the vow they had made to ob- 
ferve them ; though theie laws related not to things 
of an indifferent nature, as the ufe of wine, but to the 
moft neceflary and indifpenfible duties. He reproaches 
them for the continual exhortations to lepentante, 
which God had given them by his prop!lets, and 
which they had refilled to hearken to •, whilft the Re- 
chabi religioufly obferved the vow laid upon them 
a long time before. The inftruction this furmfhes us 
with, is, that thofe who do not fulfil the vows they 
have made to God, nor keen his covenant, mull ex¬ 
pert the pur.ifhmcnts which aie denounced againfl 
thofe who ihaJi tranigreis it; and on the contrary, 
that thofe who ob'erve the antics required, fliall be 
bkned of God. as the Recbainies were becaule of 
thcii piety. 


C I I A P. 
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C II A P. XXXVI, 

I. T ERF. MJ AII caufes his threatnings againft 
J # the Jews to be writ in a book; and as he could 

not go himlelf into the temple, he orders Baruch to 
read them before the people upon a day of fading. 

II. Baruch having read them in the pretence of the 
people, and of the officers of king Jchaiakim, that 
prince caufed the writing to be brought to him ; and 
after he had heard part of it read, he cut it in pieces 
and threw it in the fire, and ordered Jeremiah and Ba¬ 
ruch to be feized; but God commanded Jeremiah to 
write another book, containing the fame things as 
that which Jehoiahm had burnt, and to tell the 
king, that God would puniffi him for his impiety, 
that his judgments fhould fall upon him and his po- 
derity, and that his body fhould be deprived of bu¬ 
rial. 

Rlflectioks. 

T N this hiftory. we are to remark, I. That God, on 
a folemn faff day, did, by the hand of Jeremiah 
and Baruch , warn the Jews of the dangers that threat- 
ned them, that they might avert them by their re¬ 
pentance. This was a proof of the divine goodnefs 
toward that people, who were very near their ruin. 
Thus does God warn finners, and afford to them the 
laft means to efcape their deftrudtion. II. We here 
fee the extream impiety of king Jehoiakim, who, in- 
ftead of humbling himlelf, upon the hearing of thole 
threatnings, cut the book in which they were con¬ 
tained, and threw it into the fire, without regard to 
the intreaties of ibme of his officers, who would have 
prevented him, and commanded Jeremiah and Ba¬ 
ruch tQ be caff into prifon. This behaviour of Je- 
heiakim is a proof of thegreateft impiety, and of the 

utmoft 
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utmoll contempt of God and his word. Behold how 
the wicked, inltead of being aftecled by the warnings 
they receive from God, grow angry at them, and 
even quarrel with God, his word, and his fervahts. 
III. The order that Jeremiah received from God, to 
write in another book the fame tilings that were con¬ 
tained in that which the king had burnt, and to add 
thereto particular threatnings againft him,’ihould lead 
us to acknowledge, that it is in vain for tiie wick'd to 
pretend to flop the mouth of God’s lervants, or to 
feoff at his word. What God has determined, is al¬ 
ways executed •, and, fooner or later, impious and 
profane men will bear the punilhment due to them ; 
as it happened to king Jehoiahm , who periihed mi- 
ferablv, and whole carcafe was thrown into the 
draught-houle, as Jeremiah had foretold in the twenty- 
lecond chapter of this book. 


C II A 1 \ XXXVII. 


K ING Zedc':iab defired Jeremiah to intercecd 
with God for him, and for {he Jews, at the 
time when the Chaldeans made war againlt them ; but 
the prophet acquainted him, that although the Chal¬ 
deans had railed the liege of Jerufalem , to and 
light with the king of Egypt, who was come to his 
afliftance, yet they ihould return and take the city. 
After this, Jerenrab going out of Jerufalem , was 
ltopped, and accufed of deligning to go over to the 
Chaldeans upon which charge, he was very much 
abufed, and thrown into a dungeon •, but king Ze - 
dekiah caufing him fecretly to be brought before him, 
the prophet foretold to him again, that he ihould 
fall into the hands of the king of Bahian ; and be- 
iought hmi not to fend him hack to the dungeon, 



Ir.ould die tneic 


whereupon the king order¬ 
ed 
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eJ that he fliould be put in the court of the prifon, and 
red there during the fiege of JcruJalcm. 

Reflections. 

'THERE are four obfervations to be made upon 
this chapter: I. That wicked men teem fume- 
times to have recourfe to God in danger, but that they 
do it not fincerely. 'J'liis we may ice in king Z.dc- 
liah, who, when he was befieged, applied to the pro¬ 
phet for his prayers and counfel; but did not turn 
from his iniquities, nor follow the advice which the 
prophet gave him. II. The next confidcration relates 
to what Jeremiah declared to the king, telling him, 
not to depend upon the affiftance of the Egyptians, 
hor upon the king of Babylon’s railing the fiege of 
JeruJalem ; but that the city fliould be certainly taken 
by the Chaldeans. From whence we may learn, that 
it is in vain to truft in the help of man, when God is 
not on our fide, an 1 that nothing can hinder the exe¬ 
cution of his purpofes. III. We fee that Jeremiah 
was unjuftly accufed by the Jews, and was even beaten 
and thrown into a dungeon, and yet did nor forbear 
telling, the king, jhat he fliould be lubdued by the 
Chaldeans. The minifters of the Lord have been of¬ 
ten expofed to perfecution and injuftice •, but the fear 
of men never Hops the mouths of thofe who are ani¬ 
mated with a true zeal. IV. We are here to take no¬ 
tice, that God protected Jeremiah , and lbftened the 
heart of Zcdekiab towards him, fo that he not only 
faved him from the dungeon he had been thrown into, 
but fed him likewile whilll the fiege lafted, and the 
famine prevailed in Jerufnhm. Thus providence lets 
bounds to the malice of the wicked, delivers the 
righteous, and makes good men meet with comiur* 
and help in the w orft of times. 


C II A I*. 
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C H A P. XXXVIII. 

I. fT*V H E chief men of Jerufalem caufe Jeremiah 
to be put in a dungeon full of mire, becaufe 
he continued to foretel the taking of Jerufalem : But 
an officer, named Ebed-melech , interccedcd for him, 
and took him out of the dungeon. II. "Jeremiah be¬ 
ing fecretly brought before the king, Bill prophefies, 
that the city ffiould be taken by the Chaldeans, and 
earneffly exhorts Zedehiab to furrendcr himfelf to them; 
proir.iffng him, that if he did lb he and his houlhold 
ihotikl lave their lives, and the city ffiould not be 
burnt. 1'he king was almoft perfuaded ; but had not 
courage to follow the advice of the prophet, who was 
lent back to prifon, and remained there till the taking 
of Jervfalem. 

Reflections. 

r T' HIS chapter affords us feveral very inftru&ivc 
leflbns. I. The firff is, that the fervants of God 
are often perlecuted and flandered for difeharging 
their duty. This Jeremiah experienced, when he 
was accufed, and imprifoned as a traitor to his king 
and country, becaufe he advilcd Vhc Jews tofubmit 
to the Chaldeans. II. The deliverance of Jeremiah , 
who, by Ebcd-meiCib, was taken out of the dungeon, 
in which he muff, have periffied, is a proof of the care 
God takes of the righteous when perlecuted i and 
the piety of Ebed-meluh , who had the courage to in- 
terceed for Jeremiah , Ihews, that thofe who fear God, 
do always what they can in defence of opprefled inno¬ 
cence. We fliall fee in the following chapter, that 
the pi'-ty of Ebed-melech did not go unrewarded. III. 
1 he advice Jc>emiah gave the king, afllring him in 
file tr.off pofitive and cxpiefs manner, that if he fur- 
rendered to the Chaldean g no harm ffiould happen 

to 
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to him, and Jerufalem fhould not be burnt; but if 
he did not, he would expofe himfelf and that city to 
the greateft miferies, clearly proves, that the deftruc- 
tion of that prince and of Jerufalem was not fo deter¬ 
mined but he might have prevented it. The'divine 
threatnings and predictions, and the knowledge God 
has of futurity, do not deprive men of their liberty; 
fince the evils they are threatned with are brought on 
them by their own fault. Laltly, Let us above all 
take notice of the behaviour of Zedekiab. That 
prince had a regard for Jeremiah, and even wifhed to 
follow his advice he -was moved with what the pro¬ 
phet had told him, and almoft determined to do as 
he advifed; but his fear of the rulers of the people 
prevented him. Thus do Tinners act: When God 
fpeaks to them, they are fometimes affeCted, there 
are ftill fome remains of good in them, which prefs 
them to their duty •, but they are hindered from fol¬ 
lowing the dictates of their confciences, by a falle 
fliame, by the i\_ fpeCt they have for men, and by 
other the like motives; by which means they let flip 
the favourable opportunity, and after long llruggling 
and refiftance, they take the worlt fide and perifli. 
This jvas the caufe of fieddiab's ruin. The leripture 
remarks, that he humbled not himielf when Jeremiah 
lpake unto him in the name of God; and notvvith- 
flanding the folicitations of the prophet, and the con¬ 
viction of his own confcience, refolved not to yield to 
the Chaldeans. The warnings contained.in this chap¬ 
ter are the lalt that God gave him ; and us he negleft- 
ed to improve them, it was afterwards too late to do 
it, and he drew upon his fubjeCts and himfelf the 
utmoll miferies, as we find related in the next chapter. 


CHAP, 
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that Ebed-melecb , who had faved the life of Jeremiah , 
was alfo himfelf fpared, as God had prorriifed him, 
becaufe he had put his trufi: in him. Thefe two are 
inftances of the protection which God vouchfafes to 
good men in times of calamity. What happened to 
Ebed-melecb, fhews in particular, that thofe who pro¬ 
tect the innocent, and take upon them to defend the 
fervantg of God when they are opprelfed, receive 
the reward of their zeal and piety, 

C II A P. XL. 

T HIS and the following chapters contain the 
hillory of what happened to the Jews, whom 
the king of Babylon left in Judea, after the taking of 
Jerufalem. Jeremiah being carried to R.unah in 
chains, with the relt of the captive jews, the captain 
of the guard to the king of Babylon gave Jeremiah 
his choice, either to go to Babylon , or flay in the coun¬ 
try with the Jews; but the prophet preferred flaying 
in Judea, and went to Gedaltah, whom Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar had appointed governor of that country. G- dali- 
ah exhorts the Jews to fubmit themfelves to the Babylo¬ 
nians , and allures them, they might remain in their 
land with lafety. This governor is warned, that Iji * 
mad and the king of the Ammonites had entered into 
aconfpiracy again!! him, but he would not believe it. 

Reflections. 

H F. remarks we are to make on this chapter are, 
I. That the Chaldeans had a particular regard for 
Jeremiah when Jerufalem was taken ; and that while 
the Jew's were in chains, and carried away captives, 
the prophet was let at liberty. This was a reward of 
his zeal and integrity, and is a proof of God’s cate 
of thofe that fear him. II. We here fee Jeremiah 's 
piety, and attachment to his own country and nation. 
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He chofe rather to ftay in Judea with the Jews who 
remained there, than to go to Babylon , where he might 
have fiiared in the favour and kindnefs of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar. Thus fhould we always prefer our duty, and 
the edification of our brethren, before all worldly ad¬ 
vantages. III. From the account given in this chap¬ 
ter it appears, that the Jews might, if they would, 
have lived lecurely in their oyvn country, under Geda- 
liab, by lubmitting themlelves to the Chaldeans •, and 
even that God fent them that year a plentiful harvell. 
'I'his was a mark of God’s goodnefs towards that peo¬ 
ple ; and fhews, that we ought to fubmit to, and 
continue in that condition which God is pleafed to al¬ 
lot us ; and that he is always ready to do good to thole 
who fubmit to the dilpeniations of his providence. 
Laflly, The conduct of Gedalia': is worthy of our at- 
tention. When notice was given him of the conlpira- 
cy which Jjhmael, a prince of the ioy.il family of 
J:-.daf.\ had formed aguinit him, he would not be¬ 
lieve it, ’’.or iuftei them to take away his life. In 
this he acted like an honell man. Good men do not 
eanly give credit to tale-b; areas ■, and as they act with 
candour, and ar incapable of doing an ill action, 
they do not judge others capable of it, nor ever make 
ufe of treachery, or other unlawful means \o k 
cure themlelves. 


C FI A P. XI.I. 

I S LIMA E L trcacheroufly kills Gedaliab, the go- 
vernor of Judea , and the Chaldeans that were 
with him. The next day he Hew threefcore and ten 
Jews, who were going to pray and offer their gifts 
upon the ruins of the temple ■, and he took prifoners 
all the Jews that w^pe at Mtzi>ah. to carry them to 
the Ammonites , but Johanan delivered them, and 
forced IJhmael to fly. After which, the Jews fearing 
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that the Chaldeans would revenge the death of Ge- 
dallab , whom JJbmacl had flain, formed the de’fign 
of retiring into Egypt. 

Reflections. 

H E death of Gedaliab , and of the Jews who 
were affafilnated by IJhmael and the other con- 
fpirators, is an inftanceo^bafe and deteftable treachery ; 
which fhews, that among the Jews who remained in 
Judea there' were fome exceeding wicked. How¬ 
ever, it appears from what is here faid of the four- 
fcore men, who were going to pray at the ruins of the 
temple, that there were likewife fome pious and zea¬ 
lous perfons among the remnant of that nation. What 
befel them, fhews, that God permits fometimes the 
‘ innocent to be opprefied, to bring about the wife ends 
of hh providence. However, God did not fuffer 
the traitor [fbmael, and his accomplices, to fucceed 
in the defign they had formed of making themfeives 
mailers of the Jews: IfJmael did not long enjoy the 
fruit of his crimes; but God fet bounds to his .vick- 
ednefs, by the means of Johanan , who put Ij '.mael 
to flight, and delivered the people. If God 1 offers 
wicked men, in fome mealure, to fueled in their 
evil parpofes, he likewife puts a flop to them, and 
does not always fuller them to bring about their un- 
juft fchemes. 


C II A P. XLII. 

T H E Jews, who remained in Judea after the 
taking of Jcrvfaiem , conlult with Jtren.'uih 
about the defign they had formed of retiring into E- 
gypt , and promiic with an oath to do as he fhoulct di¬ 
rect them. The prophet orders them to flay in the- 
land, and-to fubmit themfeives to the Chaldea ns,pro- 
miling them fecurity if they did fo, and threatning 
• Voi.. IL i them, 
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them, that if they went into 'Egypt, they fhould there 
perifh miferably, and never fee their own country 
again. 

Reflections. 

HIS chapter prefents us with two reflexions: 

■*" I. That the Jews aiked counfel of the Lord by 
Jeremiah, whether they fhdftld go into Egypt, and 
promifed with an oath to obey the commandment of 
the Lord, which, neverthelefs, they did not do. 
Thus men feem iometimes fincerely to defire to know 
the will of God, and refolved to obey it, and yet 
follow their own will, and break their promifes. But 
to confult God is of no ufe, if we will not do what 
he commands us. II. God ordered the Jews to ftay. 
in Judea , and promifed them that they fhould be 
there in peace; whereas, if they went into Egypt , 
thinking to efcape the refentmentof the Chaldeans, 
and war and famine, the divine vengeance would 
purfue them there, and they fhould perifh by thofe 
very fcourges which they thought to avoid. This 
was the effeCt of the great goodnefs of God, who 
was willing to preferve them in their own country, 
and fecure them from the miferies that were coming 
fhortly upon the Egyptians. God, in his dealing^ with 
men, affords them fufficient means of happinefs, and 
forewarns them of the dangers that threaten them. If 
we follow his directions, we are always fecure; but if 
we rejeCt them, and prefer the maxims of human pru¬ 
dence before the way which God has revealed, we fall 
inevitably into mifery. Laftly, It is to be obferved, 
that notwithtfanding all that Jeremiah declared to the 
Jews, they were obftinately bent upon going into 
Egypt ; and as the prophet reproached them for it, 
they deceitfully defired him to confult the Lord for 
them. Snar.ge infidelity and rebellion! The Jews 
tfcink themfelves fecure in their own country, when 
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the prophets threaten them with divine judgments; 
and think themfelves in the utmoft danger, when Je¬ 
remiah aflures them they have nothing to fear. Thus 
men believe neither God’s promises nor threatnings; 
and by that means ftop the current of his mercies to¬ 
wards them, and expofe themfelves to his fevercft 
vengeance. 


C H A iP. XLIII. 

T H E Jews oppofe Jeremiah, who commanded 
them, in God’s name, to remain in their own 
country ; and they go into Egypt, carrying with them 
Jeremiah and Baruch. When the prophet was at 
Tabpanhes in Egypt, he* foretold that Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar king of Babylon fhould deftroy the Egyptians, 
and their idol temples, and the Jews who had retired 
into that country. 

Reflections. 

T'NT the behaviour of the Jews, we* have an inftance 
of great impiety, joined to the mod notorious hy- 
pocrify. They had promifed with an oath to follow 
the advice of the prophet; but becaufe his counlel 
was. not agreeable to their inclinations, they went 
down into Egypt ; and even accufed the prophet of 
fpeaking falfly in the name of the Lord, and defir¬ 
ing to deliver them into the hands of the Chaldeans. 
Thffe Jews reprefent thofe, who upon fome occa- 
fions exprefs their zeal and good intentions; but for¬ 
get their promifes, and rejeft the moil wholfome 
counfels*, when they thwart their paffions, and 
what they have fecretly purpoled; till at length they 
proceed to open rebellion, and caftoff all rellraint. 
However, it is remarkable,'that God fuftered Jere¬ 
miah to be carried to Egypt , that he might there de-. 
nounce .the ruin of the Egyptians, as well as of the 

Z 2 Jews, 
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Jews, who had put their tpuft in them. Wherever 
the wicked are, the hand of God finds them out; 
and thole who think to avoid, by difobeying him, the 
t viis they dread, and to that end make ufe of un¬ 
lawful means, by thofe very means fall into the evils 
they thought to fiiun, and are confounded in their 

•lOpC. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

I N»this prophecy, which Jeremiah pronounced in 
Egypt againft tire Jews that were fled thither, the 
prophet reproaches them for continuing in their ido¬ 
latry and rebellion againft God, after all the miferies 
that had befallen them ; and declares, that vengeance 
fhould puri'ue them in the country whither they were 
tied. But the Jews haughtily replied, that they were 
rfeiolved to facrifice to idols, and to the queen of 
heaven, that is, the Moon; which made 'Jeremiah 
inform them, that God would root them out all, 
qpcept a fmall nupiber; and the king of Egypt fhould 
be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon ^ 
This chapter deferves a particular attention. 

Reflections, 

HP HERE are feveral very important reflections 
to be made upon this chapter: We fee, that the 
Jews that were in Egypt., were not fubdued nor hum¬ 
bled by the dcfolation of their country, and fo ob- 
ftinateiy continued in their fins, that they hearkned 
not to what Jeremiah had fpoken to them in the 
name of the Lord. They even proceed to fuel) ex- 
C'L.of rage and impiety, as to tell him, tliat Alice 
they had left off facrificing to idols, they had met 
with nothing but misfortunes; that this had brought 
upon them war and famine ; and therefbie they were 
.rel'olved to continue to worfhip falfe gods. This is 
an example of ckfpcrate wickcdnefs, and inoft horrid 

2 impiety. 
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impiety, efpecially in a^eople that knew God, and 
had lately felt the weight of his judgments for falling 
into idolatry. But when men have once forfaken 
God, they grow continually worfe and worfe, and fo 
hardned, that adverfity itfelf cannot tame them ■, and 
therefore God, feeing they are incorrigible, forfaki-s 
them utterly. Thus it happened to thofe unhappy 
Jews who retired into. Egypt j they were deftroyed 
with the Egyptians , by foar and famine, as Jeremiah 
and the other prophets had foretold; Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar conquered the king of Egypt ; and the? Jews,, 
who thought to find a refuge in that king’s dominions, 
perifhed there in a miferable manner. 

CHAP. XLV. 

T H E Lord comforts Baruch , who lamented for 
the hardnefs of the Jews-, and promifes tt> take 
care of him, when the city of JeruJalem fhould be 
taken by the Chaldeans. This fhould be referred to 
,the time preceeding the deftrudtion of that city,, and 
to the thirty fixth chapter of this book. 

Reflections. 

WHAT is here to be obferved is, that the fer- 
vantfi of God ought not to abandon thcmfelves 
to too much forrow, nor be difeouraged, when their 
miniftry is reje&ed ; but always difeharge the duties 
of their calling, in full afiiirance that God will be 
their protedtor. 

CHAP. XLVI. 

J E RE M I A H fortels, that the Egyptians fhould 
. be twice defeated by the Babylonians ■, firft at Car- 
cjoemijh on the river Euphrates , where Ph.inv h Ne- 
cho was conquered ; and then afterwards in Egypt it- 

*/.. 3 ^If, 
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feifj* where Nebuchadnezzar ^rried war and dcfola* 
tion, in the time of Pharaoh Hophrab. Jeremiah alfo 
foretels that the Jews fhould return from the captivi¬ 
ty. Thefe predictions were made before the deduc¬ 
tion of jerujalem. 

Reflections. 

r p H E predictions contained in this chapter were 
A exaCtly accomplifhed j Nebuchadnezzar having 
twice defeated the Egyptians ; once near the river Eu¬ 
phrates in the reign of Jeboiakim king of Judah ; and 
the next, wheft he marched into Egypt , and nibdued 
it, and carried the inhabitants into captivity, after he 
had taken the city of Tyre, which happened after the 
taking of jerujalem. • By this means God was pleafed 
to punifh the Egyptians , and at the fame time to 
chaftife thole Jews who took fhelter in that country, 
contrary to the command of God, fince a great 
number of Jews perilhed in that war. However, it 
mull be obi'erved, the prophet foretels, that after 
this Egypt fhould be inhabited •, and indeed, the E- 
gyp-tians did return into their own country, as Eze¬ 
kiel exprefly declares, l.aftly. We here fee, that 
God comforts the Jews, promifing to reftorc them, 
and dtflroy the nations who had dpprefled them. 
Thus we fee that God, amidll all the changes and 
revolutions that happen in the world, is ever the pre- 
ferver and proceCtor of his church. 

C H A P. XLVII. 

J ER EM I*AH foretels, that the Babylonians fhould 
fubdue the Philiftines , Tyrians, and Zidonians. 

Reflections. 

r P HE Pbill (lines , as well as the Tyrians and Z'.do 
titans, were conquered and fubdued by Ncbti- 

ihadtit-zzar > 
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cbadnpzzar ; God having determined to punilh them 
for the injuries done to the Jews. 

CHAP. XLVIII. 

J EREMIAH denounced the woes that were to 
* fall on the Moabites. He foretels, that Nebo y 
Kirjatbbaim, and Hejhbon , and other cities here men¬ 
tioned, Ihould he deftroyed, and they carried into 
captivity; but that they fhould be reftored. 

Reflections. 

Hp HIS chapter contains a very particular detail of 
the calamities that were to come upon the Mo¬ 
abites in all their cities, and throughout their whole 
country; wjiich is exadtly conformable to what the 
prophet Ifatab had foretold before, as we read in the 
15th and 16th chapters df his prophecy. All this 
.was fulfilled foon after the taking of Jerufalem, when 
the Chaldeans came and ravaged that country. We 
learn from this chapter,. that their idolatry, their in- 
fufferable pride, and the infults they had offered to. 
the Jews, drevjj^ipon them the fevere effefts of the 
divine vengeance. 

CHAP. XLIX. 

T \ HE prophet denounces the judgments of God 
againft the Ammonites , the Edomites , the Sy¬ 
rians, the Arabians , and the Elamites. 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter we fee, that when Jerufalem was 
affaulted and taken by the Chaldeans , and the 
Jews carried into captivity, God poured out his judg¬ 
ments upon the nations here mentioned. God treated 
them thus, becaufe they had very much injured his 
people i and to convince thole idolatrous nations, 
Z 4 that 
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that the God whom the Jews worlhipped was the 
only true God, and the fupreme Lord of all things. 
And that it might be paft doubt he was the difpenfrr 
of all thefe events, he was plealed his prophets fliould 
foretel them beforehand, and commit their predifli- 
ons to writing; and the exaft completion of thefe 
prophecies proye the divine authority of them. 

CHAP. L. 

T I'I I S chapter declares, that the idols of Baby¬ 
lon, whole names were Bel and Merodach , 
ihould be deftroyed •, and that the Babylonians fliould 
be deftroyed by the A'Ldes and Perfians , after they 
had opprefled the Jews and other nations mentioned 
in the foregoing chapters; and that then the Jews 
■would be fet at liberty, and return into their own 
country. 

Reflection s. 

r I' I II S prophecy foretels two confidcrable events; 

the deftruction of the Baby Ionium', hnu the 
livcrance of the Jews. As to the firWif thclc events, 
it is to be obferved, that after God had chaftifed the 
Jews, the Egyptians, and other nations, whole ruin 
Jeranyth had foretold, by means of the king o;’ 
Babylon ; the B iby loir urn themfelves were punifhed 
in their turn, and fell under the dominion of the 
Modes and Perfians. tj-od thought St it fliould 
happen, as Jeremiah foretold it would, to prove that 
the gods of the Babylonians were but falfe gods, to 
confound their pride, and to punifh them for their 
injuftice and tyranny, and particularly for reviling 
the true God, deftroying his temple, abolifhing his 
worlhip, and opprefilng his people. The other event 
taken notice of in this prophecy, is the deliverance of 
the Jews, which happened at the fame time; they 
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fceiricr fet at liberty by Cyrus king of Perfta, after he 
had 'taken Babylon , and were afterwards protected,by 
the fucceflors of that prince. In the completion of 
thefe two predictions of Jeremiah , let us acknow¬ 
ledge the truth and divinity of tfiefe prophecies, and 
at the fame time the power of God, his juftice and 
love to his people. Laftly, God revealed thefe things 
to Jeremiah , and would have the Jews informed of 
them, in order to fupport and comfort them when 
they were going to fall ihto the hands of the Chal¬ 
deans. 


C H A P. LI. 

T HE prophet continues to foretel the deftru&ion 
of Babylon , and the BabyloniJIj empire. He. 
fays, that after God had chaftifcd feveral nations, and 
efpecially the Jews, by means of the king of Babylon, 
that city fhould be taken •, that the Babyhr.ijh monar¬ 
chy fhould be defrayed$ and that then the captive 
Jews fhould be fet at liberty, and return to Jerufalem 
with joy. This prophecy Jeremiah gave in writing 
to Seraiab, one of Zedekiah’ s principal officers, who 
was going to Babylon with a melTage from the king 
his matter; he ordered him to read it as foon as he ar¬ 
rived there, and when he had done reading it, to fatten 
it to a ftone, and throw it into the river Euphrates ; 
thereby to exprefs the certainty of the dellruCtion of 
that city. 

Reflections. 

* PHIS very remarkable prophecy, which was ful¬ 
filled threefcore years after it was firft made, is 
an exadt prediction of the taking of Babylon , and ot 
the feveral circumftances attending tlfcit memorable 
event. Jeremiah t ays, that great city would be taken 
l>y the Medes and Per/tans after a long fiege; that 

though 
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though the inhabitants of Babylon thought themfelves 
fecure in the ftrength of their city, and the advantage 
of their fituation, fince it was furrounded by the wa- 
ters of the river Euphrates \ yet the enemies fhould en¬ 
ter in, after they had turned the courfe of that river, 
and dried up the other waters that were about the city. 
He adds, that the king of Babylon fhould not hear the 
news, till the enemies had entered the city at one end; 
and that this fhould come upon him, when he was in 
the height of joy, and feafting with the nobles of his 
kingdom. He fays, that the high and lofty walls of 
that city fhould be broken down, and no,remains be 
left of its former grandeur. All thisjserfe&ly agrees 
with what Daniel and other hiftorians inform us con¬ 
cerning the taking of that great city, and the end of 
the Babyhnijh empire. When Jeremiah and the other 
prophets foretold thefe things, the Babylonians were 
at the height of their power and glory; they carried 
their conquers on every fide, and made all fubmit to 
their dominion •, they were even then upon the very 
point of deftroying the Jews, and laying Jerufalem 
wafte; and yet the prophets declared that the Babylo¬ 
nians themfelves fhould be made defolate, and their 
city taken, burnt and utterly overthrown, by princes 
who fhould fet the Jews at liberty, and caufe Jerufa¬ 
lem to be rebuilt. There is fuch a charader of ma- 
jefty in all this, as evidently proves the divine original 
of thefe prophecies. God thought fit thefe predi&ions 
fhould be read in Babylon , for the confolation of the 
Jews that were already there, and of thofe that were 
in a few years to be carried thither ; and to teach them 
that this revolution, fo fatal to the Babylonians , 
would be very advantageous to the Jcwifh nation, 
winch would then be fet at liberty. 


CHAT. 



Chap. LIf> 


3*3 

Chap. lii. 

T HIS is an account of the deftru&ion of Jem- 
falem , which, after a long fiege was taken by 
the king of Babylon. The city and temple were 
burnt j and Zedekiab and the princes of Jerusalem 
taken, and carried to Babylon with the people. The 
fame hiftory we read in the 25th chapter of the fe- 
cond book of Kings. With this hiftory ends the book 
of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Reuectiohs. 

*T* HIS hiftory offers to our confideration one of the 
moft remarkable eydnts that ever happened, 
which is the taking of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans. 
This city, after it had held out a long fiege, and en¬ 
dured a fevere famine, was taken by afiault, banc 
and utterly deftroyed. The temple itfelf was invo™d 
in this general deftruftion; and God, who had put 
his name there, and fet that place apart for his wor- 
fhip, permitted the Babylonians to profane and burn it, 
after they had ftript it of every thing that was moft va¬ 
luable i fo that that holy place remained defolate, and 
the divine fervice entirely ceafed to be performed in it. 
By which God revenged on the Jews the profanation 
of the temple, and (hewed likewife, that the fervice 
which had been there eftablifhed was not always to 
fubfift. King Zedekiab was put in chains and carried 
to.j Babylon, having his own eyes'put out, after he had 
feen his fonsflain in his prefence. This was .a judgment 
of God upon that king, who’, by his perjury and re¬ 
bellion againft the king of Babylon , and by his obftina- 
cy, had brought all thefe miferies upon his dominions. 
The priefts and the rulers were alfo put to death, as tire 
prophet had threatned them,- and as they dderved. 
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fince, inftead of faithfully difcharging their duty, they 
had feduced the people into all manner of wickednefs. 
Laftly, The people were not fpared; almoft all the 
Jews perifhed by the famine or by the fword •, and of 
thole who efcaped the rage of the Babylonians , fornc 
were carried into captivity, and others remained in 
Judca t in a very low and wretched condition. Thus 
God accomplished the many threatnings he had de¬ 
nounced agalnft the Jews by his prophets, and (hew¬ 
ed, that thofe who perfift in offending him, become 
at length examples of his juftice * and that even his 
covenant does not fecure them from his judgments. 
However, it is worth notice, that the king of Baby¬ 
lon treated Jehoiakim king of Judah very jcindly, who 
had been captive for a long time in that city : This 
was an inftance of the goodnefs of God towards the 
captive Jews, and a preparing the way for their re¬ 
turn into their own codntry, which came to pafs, af- 
tejjjhe feventy years of their captivity were elapfed. 


The end of the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
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JEREMIA H. 


ARGUMENT. 

This book contains the lamentations and complaints 
which the prophet Jerejpiah pronounced upon the defo- 
lation of Jerufalem, when that city was taken by the 
Chaldeans, and together with the temple burnt and 
deftroyed , and the Jews carried away captives to Ba¬ 
bylon: 

CHAP. I. 

I. f | ^ H E prophet complains that Jerufalem , 
■ which was once in fo flourishing a condi- 
JL tion, was laid while, the people carried 
into captivity, and the divine fervice abolifhed. II. 
•He confefles, that all thefe miferies happened to the 
Jews, becaufe of their rebellion againft God. Ill. 
He befeeches him to have companion on them, and 
to reftrain the malice of their enemies. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. H E deftruftlbn of Jerufalem affords us a 
woful inftance of divine juftice. The leverity 
of this juftice appears, not only in the city’s being 

taken, 
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taken, and the people expofed to the fury of their ene¬ 
mies, and carried into captivity ; but more efpecially 
in the burning of die temple, and the fupprelfion of 
the divine fervice. After fuch an example as this, no 
one can doubt but God will feyerely revange the con¬ 
tempt men offer to his covenant, his worlhip, and the 
invitations of his mercy. II. As Jeremiah lamented 
and bewailed this defblation, fo all thole who love God 
are raoft fenfibly afflidted, when they fee men provoke 
God by their fins, and his church expofed to fufferings. 
And, as the prophet owns, that all the calamities that 
befel the Jews were the juft punifliment of their fins; 
we ought likewife to adore the righteoiifnefs of God, 
in all the evils that happen to us, and receive them as 
chaftifements which we have brought upon ourlelves. 
Laftly, In imitation of Jeremiah , we muft zealoufly 
implore God’s mercy, when he is provoked againft 
us; and above all, pray fervently for the peace and 
deliverance of the church. 


CHAP. II. 

J EREM 1 AH continues to bewail the deflation 
of Jerufajem , of the temple, of Judea , &nd of 
the whole Jewilh nation. He gives a moft affecting 
defcription of their miferies, and implores God’s mercy. 

Reflections. 

T"’ HIS chapter engages us to make three reflec- 
tions. I. The firft relates to the miferies that be¬ 
fel the Jews in the lofs of all their privileges, and of 
the divine protection ; in the deftruftion of their city 
and temple, and ’in the evils tl*sy endured, through 
war, famine and captivity. In all thefe melancholy 
events, Jeremiah acknowledges the juft judgment of 
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God on that people, who had abufed the favours M 
had conferred on them with fo bountiful a hand. 
This the prophet had threatned the. Jews with; and 
thefe things Mofcs had foretold would befal them. II. 
It is to be obferved, that though the Babylonians had 
reduced the Jews to that deplorable condition they 
were then in, yet the prophet attributes all thele mif- 
fortunes to God; and fays, it was God himfelf who 
had caft off his people, and delivered his temple, his 
altars and his city, into the hands of the idolaters. 
The enemies of the Jews could not have hurt them, 
if God had not* withdrawn his protection from the 
people which he had chofen. God is the difpenfer of 
afflictions to matikind; but in his church, particular¬ 
ly, nothing happens without his will. Laftly, We, 
ihould coniider, that when God thus expofes his church 
to fufferinss, he does not dftign to deftroy it, but 
only to reform and pdRfy it by his corrections. We 
Ihould pafs the fame judgment on all the evils that be¬ 
fal men in this life. 


CHAP. III. 

I N this chapter, which has three parts, I. Jeremiah 
reprefents, by feveral figures, the deplorable Hate 
of the Jews. II. He comforts himfelf,* dnd acknow¬ 
ledges the love of God in punching his people, and 
takes occafion <o fhew, that afflictions ate neceiftry 
to menf that God, in ftriCt juftice, difpenfes good 
and evil 5 and he exhorts the Jews to confefc their 
fins, and to be converted. Laftly, He relumes his 
defcription of the miferable (late of the Jews, im¬ 
plores the afliftance of God in their behalf, and fore- 
tels the deftruCtion of the Babylonians , and their other 
enemies. 


ft e f i e c. 
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Reflections., 

Tp I IIS chapter is very proper for thfc inftru&ion 
1 and comfort of perfons in affiiftion. In it we 
learn, I. That God expofes men to various .evils j 
that he punches them fometimes with great feverity, 
and reduces them to fuch a condition, that he feems 
to have quite forfaken them,' and left them without 
hope of remedy, ll. Jeremiah teaches us, that God 
does not willingly afflid them; but does it with juf- 
tice, and even with mercy-, and that when he chal- 
tifes men, he does not caft them off utterly, butonlv 
propofes to bring them back to hitofelf. Jeremi.y 
tells us hereupon,, that afflictions are very ufeful and 
necclury for us j that it is good for a man to bear the 
yoke in his youth i that it is by fulfcrings we learn to 
feek God •, and that then too it is that God draws nigh 
to us, fince he is always gracious to thole who hope 
in him, and to the foul that feeketh him. III. The 
The prophet teaches us again, that good and evil pro¬ 
ceed from the commands of the moft high ; and that 
nothing is done here below, but by his will. He in- 
ftru&s us in the duty of perfons in affli&ion, faying, 
'that man ought not to complain for the punijhment cj 
his fins j but he ought to /earth and try his ways , and 
lift up bis heart and hands to God , confefflng and for* 
faking his fins. Laftly, .Jeremiah allures us, that 
God is appealed towards thofe who humble themlelves 
thus under affliction, and improve under his rod. This 
doCtrine lhould be well underftood and remembred, 
to be ufed at all times, particularly in the time of ad- 
verlity. 


CHAP. IV. 

I N this chapter, which confifts of three parts, I. 
Jeremiah deferibes the terrible judgments of God' 

upon 
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upon the Jews, and compares the happy ftate they 
were in before their ruin, with the deplorable condi¬ 
tion they were then in. II. He fays, that their rebel¬ 
lion, and chiefly the fins of the priefts and the pro¬ 
phets) had brought all thefe miferies upon them. III. 
He prophefies, that God would deliver his people, 
and denounces the divine wrath againft: their enemies, 
and particularly againft the Edomites. 

Reflections. 

W E are to confider in this chapter, I. The great 
change that happened in the condition of the 
ipvvs, who from a profperous ftate were reduced to 
Che grcateft mifery, being deprived of all the advan¬ 
tages they enjoyed, and overwhelmed with all ima¬ 
ginable evils; for God poured out upon them all the 
fiercenefs*of his wrath. Thus we fee, how thofe who 
have been the moft favoured of God, feel his levereft 
vengeance when they abufe his mercies. II. Jere¬ 
miah fays, that all thefe miferies came upon the Jews 
for their fins, and particularly for the fins of the pro¬ 
phets, and the' iniquities of their priefts. Thefe re¬ 
markable words fhew, that one thing which moll 
provokes the wrath of God, is the impiety of perlons 
of a publick chara&er, and efpccially of the mi- 
nifters of religion, becaufe their depravity is com¬ 
monly followed by the corruption of the people. III. 
The threatnings here denounced by the prophet againft 
the Edomites , were occafioned by their rejoicing at 
the ruin o’f the Jews, and even contributing towards 
it. From whence it appears, that if thofe whom God 
loves are not fpared, the wicked and ungodly have no 
reafon to flatter themfelves they (hall efcape unpuniftvd. 

C H A T. V. 

T HIS chapter is a prayer, in which Jeremiah in¬ 
treats the Lord to have comp r flion upon Je*u- 
Vol. II. A a 1 idem 
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falem and the Jews; he reprefents the greatnefs of 
their defolation, confefles that they were juftly pun- 
ilhed for the fins of their fathers, and earneftly begs 
of God to reftore Jerufakm and his people to thei 
former ftate. 

Reflections. 

I. fTI H E fervent zeal, with which the prophet be- 
feeches the Lord to have companion on his 
people, fhould excite us at all times to pray earneftly 
for the profperity of the church, and the fupply of all 
its wants, whether it be expofed to fufferings, of vice 
and impiety make cruel havock in it, II. Tnefe worOfc 
of the prophet Ihould be taken particular notice of -, 
Our fathers have fmned x and *re not ; and we have 
home their iniquities. We muft not imagine, that 
God, who is juft and good, punilhes children, fo as 
to exclude them from his mercy, for the fins which 
their fathers have committed •, but it often happens, 
that God, to chaftife the fathers, and for the good of 
the children themfelves, expofes them in this life to 
the calamities which, their fathers, by their fins, have 
brought Upon them. This the captive Jews at Ba¬ 
bylon experienced; and this God had threatned them 
with, when he fays in the law, that he wouldpunifh 
the iniquities of the fathers upon the children , to the 
third and fourth generation ; as we daily fee it hap¬ 
pens in the courfe of his providence. Laftly, The 
humble and earneft prayer which Jeremiah made to 
God to reftore the Jewifh nation, Ihews, that when 
God corre&s us, and ules us with the greateft fevericy, 
we fhould have recourfe to him by a ferious repen¬ 
tance, and implore his mercy •, which is the only 
way to procure a renewal of his favours. 

The End of the book ^Lamentations, 


THE 



T HE 
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EZEKIEL. 


ARGUMENT. 

Ezekiel propbefied in Chaldea, where be was with the 
Jews who bad, been carried thither with king Je- 
hoiakim, about eleven years- before the dejlruElion 
of Jerufalem. He propbefied from the fifth year of 
the captivity , for the fpace of about twenty years ; 
while Jeremiah at Jerufalem was foretelling the 
fame things . Ezekiel was fent by God to inftruft 
and exhort the Jews that were in Chaldea, and to 
foretel the deflation that was to come upon the Jews 
who were Jtill in Judea, the taking of Jerufalem, 
the ruin of feveral nations , the deliverance of the 
captive Jews, the coming of the Meffiah , the calling 
of the Gentiles > and the eftablijbment of the kingdom 
of God. 

CHAP. I. 

E ZEKIEL relates, I.’ The time and place 
where God called him. II. A vifion which 
he faw. 


A a 2 
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Reflections after reading the chapter. 

r p H E R E are two things that here require our at* 

A tention, namely, the calling of Ezekiel , and the 
vifion he received from God. I. The calling of the 
prophet, and tl^e command he received from God 
to declare the things contained in this book, engage 
us to hearken to it with attention and refpeft. II. The 
magnificent vifion of the four living creatures, and of 
the four wheels, which Ezekiel few, was a reprefen- . 
tation of God’s glory, which tended to . convince the 
prophet, that God had appeared unto him. It fig- 
nified likewife that God is every where prefent; thrf 
his knowledge and power are infinite •, that he go¬ 
verns all things by his providenpe; and as it was by 
his will Jerujakm was deftroyed, fp he would change 
its condition, and bring the Jews again from their 
captivity, in a way known only to himfelf. 

CHAP. II. 

I. O D commands Ezekiel to fpeak to the Jew:, 
Vj - and to reproach them for their ingratitude 

II. He Ihc.vs him a roll, or a hook, filled with 
curfes. 

Reflections. 

r T' H E order Ezekiel received from God to fpeak 
to the Jews, and to tell them boldly and with¬ 
out fear all that hefhould command him to declaie 
unto them, fliews, that thofe who are fent by God 
ought to difeharge their commifiion with zeal, with¬ 
out fcaiing the malice of men •, and always to declare, 
the will of the Lord, whether they will hear , or 
whether they z:ul forbear. It appears likewife from 
hence, that thole w ho are warned, are inexcufable if 
they negledt to improve by it. The vifion of that* 

book, 
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book, which was filled with lamentations and woes, 
fignified, that the curfes which God had denounced 
againft the Jews by Mofes and the prophets, were go¬ 
ing to fall heavy upon them; and that they would 
foon be reduced to a moft deplorable condition. 

CHAP, hi: 

I. OD orders Ezekiel td eat a roll, or a book; 

Vj which fignified, -that he was to hearken to 
the word of the Lord,, and write it in his own heart j 
tghat he ftiould execute the command he received; 
to fpeak to the Jews in Chaldea , and not to fear them, 
though they Ihould be obftinate in their fins: This 
vifion, which the prophet had already feen, was repeat¬ 
ed. ll. Ezekiel goes to the Jews that were at Tel- 
abib , where God inftrudts him again in the duties of 
his office, confirms him in his calling by a vifion 
which he had before {hewn him; and warns him a- 
gain of the obftinacy ahd perverfenefs of the Jews. 

Reflections. 

I. TP H E firft thing to be obferved oh this chapter 
•is, that God tells the prophet, he fent him not 
to ftrange nations, but to the Jews; and that never- 
the lefs they would not hear him. God is fo kind as to 
prevent men by his grace, and make himfelf known 
to them; but they who ought to be moft attentive 
to his voice, and have received the greateft favours 
from him, are often the moft hardned in iniquity. II. 
It is to be confidered, that although God knew the 
‘obftinacy of the Jews, he was plealed neverthelefs to 
fend Ezekiel to exhort them: by which we fee, on 
one hand, that God warns even thofe who are moft 
corrupt •, and th'at if they do not make a right ufe of 
it, he will punifh tfyem with juftice; and, on the 
■Other handj that the profpeft, or fear of ill fuccefs, 

A a 3 fiiould 
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(hould not prevent the minifters of the Lord from 
difehargingtheir duty. III. The promifes God made 
Ezekiel to affift him, ought to fill with confidence all 
thofe who walk faithfully in the dudes of their call¬ 
ing. IV. Let us above *all obferve, that when God 
a fecond time caufed Ezekiel to behold his glory, he 
moft exprefsly charged him to warn the Jews from 
him; telling him, that he appointed him as a watch¬ 
man over them •, that if he warned not the wicked, 
and even the righteous, who had turned away from 
their righteoufnefs, they (hould die in their fins, bur 
that he (hould be accountable for their lofs; whereajs 
if he faithfully warned them, he (hould deliver his own 
foul. This (hews with what zeal thofe who watch 
over the fouls of men, and are to give an account, 
ought to difeharge their miniftry, and to warn finners, 
and even good men, if they would not be refponfible 
before God for their fouls, (hould they perifh through 
their fault. This teaches us likewife, that thofe who 
are warned, and do not beware, are without excufe. 

CHAP. IV. 

I N this chapter we have a figurative and prophe¬ 
tical defeription of the fiege of Jerufalem , and of 
the famine that would be in that city during the fiege. 

Reflections. 

Q N this chapter let it be remarked, that God for- 
merly reprefented by vifions and fenfible images, 
what he thought fit to reveal to the prophets; and that 
they likewife ufed to reprefent, by the fame images 
and extraordinary aftiohs, what was to come to pafs. 
The 790 days, in which Ezekiel lay on his left fide, 
fignified that Jerufalem (hould be befieged fo many 
days; and thefe 390 days anfwered to the 390 years, 
which pafied between the time that idolatry was in¬ 
troduced 
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troduCed by Jetoboam , and tjie taking of Jerufalem. 
The forty days that the prophet lay on his right fide, 
denoted, that from the taking of that city, till the 
Chaldeans had made an end of-burning and plundering 
it, would be fo many days •, and a like number of 
years palled after God had'declared, in the reign of 
Jofiahy that the deftru&ion of that city was irrever- 
fibly determined. The mean and uncommon food of 
the prophet, all that time, fignified the great famine that 
would be in Jerufalem during the fiege. The Lord 
was pleafed thus to reveal beforehand to Ezekiel ,, 
(what was Ihortly to happen to the inhabitants of Je- 
\ufalem , that the Jews, efpecially thofe who were in 
Chaldea , might not doubt of the execution of the 
threatnings which God had denounced againft their 
countrymen. 


C H A P. V. 

G OD commands Ezekiel to lhave his head and 
beard, to burn one part of the hair, to cut 
another part with a fword, to call another part to the 
wind, and to Ihut up the reft. This was another of 
the m^fterious actions of the prophet, which was to 
fignify that the Jews who were at Jerufalem , fhould 
be deftroyed, fome by peftilence and famine, fome 
by war ; that others Ihould be difperfed throughout 
the world, and that a fmall number of them Ihould 
be preferved. 

Reflections. 

\K 7 E have, in this chapter, a very eXprefs type. 

■ of the evils that befel the Jews, when the 
Chaldeans befieged and took Jerufalem . Great num¬ 
bers of them perilhed by the peftilence •, many were 
carried off by famine during this fiege •, others were 
(lain by the enemies, and thofe who efcaptd thefe 

A a 4. mis- 
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misfortunes were 'difperfed and fent into captivity. 
II. The prophet, when he propofed this emblem of 
the Jews deftruflion, declared, that the Jews fhotild 
be overtaken with thefe plagues, becaufe they had 
rejected God’s ordinances, and profaned his fanc- 
tuary; and efpecially, becaufe they had imitated, 
and even exceeded the neighbouring nations in their 
idolatry. He tells thfem; that, for this reafon God 
-would punifli them in the fight of thofe nations; and 
that as they had exceeded the other nations in wick- 
ednefs, he would do fuch things to them as he had 
never done before, and would execute his judgments 
upon them with wrath and fury. Thus God punilhel 
men for their rebellion, fuiting their punifhment to 
their crimes, and treating thofe with the greateft: fe- 
verity, who have had the greateft (hare in his favours, 
when they ungratefully abufe them. 

CHAP. VI. 

I N this chapter, which is a continuation of the pro¬ 
phecy in the foregoing, Ezekiel prophefies againft 
Judea , and foretels, I. That the cities and places 
where the Jews had committed their idolatries ftiould 
be deftroyed, and they Ihould perifh by war, famine 
and peftilence. II. That there Ihould be a remnant of 
them preferved and reftored, after they had been cap¬ 
tives in ftrange countries. 

Reflections,, 

*JP HERE are three things to be confidered in- this 
"*■ chapter, I. That the inhabitants of Jerufale'm , 
and of all Judea , felt thofe miferies which Ezekiel had 
denounced againft them, as we learn from the ac¬ 
count of what happened during the fiege, and at 
the taking of that city. God thought fit thefe things 
Ihould be foretold beforehand, that, as it is obferved 

in 
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in this chapter^ the Jews, when they came to pafs, 
might confefs, that the word of the Lord had not 
been fpoken in vain, and might be encouraged to turn 
to him. II. Since God thus dealt with the Jews, to 
punifh their fins, and efpecially their idolatry, we 
may from hence learn, that lie particularly abhors 
idolatry; and that he feverely revenges the in¬ 
fidelity of thofe who know hiffls and, notwithftand- 
ing that, defpife his laws, and profane his worfhip. 
III. Aroidft thefe threatnings of the prophets, and all 
‘ thefe expreffionS of God’s wrath, we fee evident to¬ 
kens of his goodnefs, promifing to {pare a remnant 
of the Jews, afid to reftore thole that fhould remem¬ 
ber him and be converted ; which is an afiurance to 
us, that thofe whom God is moft provoked with, 
may ftill become the objedts of his love, if they ac¬ 
knowledge and bewail their fins, and make a right 
ufe of his chaftifements. 

CHAP. VII. 

E ZEKIEL continues to deferibe the ruin of the 
Jews: He declares that the end, that is the 
time of their delolation, was come; that Qod would 
fpare them no longer, and that he would fliortly take 
vengeance of their idolatry and other fins, caufing 
them to perilh by the fword, by peftilence, and by 
famine ; driving them out of their own country, fend¬ 
ing them into captivity, and giving their land to 
ftrahgers. 

R E F L E C T I O t N S. 

\ 

'T' H E S E repeated threatnings of Ezekiel again!! 

the Jews that were ilill at "Jerusalem, which were 
all accomplilhed, Ihould ferve for a warning and ex r 
ample, to teach us, that after God has a long time 
borne with finners, he will at fall infallibly execute 
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his threatnings. The certainty and feverity 6f God's 
judgments appear in his expreis and poiidve declara¬ 
tion, that he would no longer fpare the Jews, nor 
take pity on them. We tnuft not think to rely Upon i 
the mercy of God, while we remain in a ftate of im* 
penitency j fince there is a time when the goodnefs 
and patience of the Lord are at an end. There is 
another thing to be* taken notice of on this fubjed, 
which is, that the prophet here declares, that neither 
the riches of the Jews, nor any other advantages, 
could fave them from the lhame and deflation that 
threatned them: from whence we may gather, that 
nothing can fkreen men from the wrat^of God when 
they perfift in their fins. 


C H A P. VIII. 


G O t) Garries Ezekiel to Jerufaleih in a vifloh, and 
there fhews him the many abominations com¬ 
mitted by the Jews, in worfhipping all forts of idols} 
and he protefts he will pour upon them all his wrath. 


Reflections. 

T' H E fubjed of this chapter is well worthy our 
A attention. We fee here, that the Jews at ijferu- 
Julent , a little before their deftrudion, had given 
themfelves up to the greateft abominations. They 
worfhipped the fun, and-the images of.all kinds of 
beafis v their women paid an abominable woribip to 
the idols of the Egyptians ■, and to compleat their im¬ 
piety, they committed this execrable idolatry not 
only in their houfes, but even in the temple itfelf: 
Thefe horrid crimes prove, that they had carried their 
impieties to the higheft pitch, and that no good was 
to be expc&ed from them. ^Farther, we may obferve, 
that God revealed all thefe abominations of the Jews 
in a vifion to Ezekiel, to convince him, and the Jews 
that were with him in Chaldea, that the dcftrudion of 

7 *- 
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Jerufalem was inevitable and truly juft. This (hews 
likewife that God knows ^1 things, that men cannot 
hide the knowledge of their fins from him, though 
they fhould commit them in the dark, and never lb 
fccretly, and therefore cannot efcape his judgment. 


CHAP. IX. 

I N this chapter, which is a continuation of the vi- 
fion mentioned in the foregoing, God, after he 
had (hewed Ezekiel the abominations and idolatries of 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem , commands the minifters 
of his vengeance to deftroy them *, but to fpare the 
good men that were ftill among them, fetting a mark 
on their foreheads. # And as the prophet took occa- 
fion to alk God, whether he would utterly deftroy the 
Jews; he anfwered, that he would fpare them no 
longer. 

Reflections. 

r P HIS chapter engages us to make thefe three re¬ 
flexions. I. We are carefully to confider the 
comiAand which God gave to the minifters of his 
wrath, to flay and root out old and young, women 
and children. This the Chaldeans executed when 
they took Jerufalem ; the inhabitants of that city pe- 
rifhed in a miferable manner, by famine, by fire and 
fword, the enemies being regardlefs of every age, lex, 
or condition. This is a terrible inftance of the wrath 
of God, which ought to infpire us with a dread of 
his judgments. II. We fhould ferioufly refleX upon 
the order which God gave his angel, to mark and 
fpare all fuch as grieved and fighed becaufe of the 
abominations that were committed in Jerufalem. 
Thefe words reprefent the charaXer of good men; 
and of God’s eleX, who affiiX thcml'elves at the 
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fight of other metis fins. We may alfo obferve here; 
how dear to God Jealous and pious perfons are; what 
care he takes of them, and how he fpares them wheii 
he punifhes the ungodly. The lame promifes are 
made in holy fcripture to all God’s faithful fervants, 
and to thofe who lhall keep themfelves undefiled in 
the midft of the corruptions of the world. Laftly, 
It is to be well confidered, that when Ez'ekiel enquired 
of God, whether he wobld deftroy his people, God 
anfweredi that the fins of the Jews were too great not 
to be avenged; that they had carried their impiety fd 
far as to fay, ‘The Lord hath forfakefi the land, and the > 
Lord feeth not j and therefore that he would have no 
pity on them. When men have arrived to a certain 
degree of wickednefs ; when they have loft all fear 
of God, and every thing is in the utmolt diforder; 
God is, as it were, obliged to'ftcecute juftice, and his 
mercy gives place to his vengeance. 


C H A P. X. 

T HIS chapter continues the vifion related in the 
two former chapters. Ezekiel faw an appear¬ 
ance, like that which he had already feen, which i6 
defcribed in the beginning of this book; but this laft 
appearance was attended with two particular circum- 
ftances •, one was, that the prophet faw an angel fcat- 
tering burning coals over the city of Jerufalem ; and 
the other, that he faw the glory of God depart from 
the temple and from the city. 

Reflection Si 

P O D was pleafed, the vifion, which Ezekiel had 
feen at the beginning of his miniftry, lhould be 
repeated, to confirm his predictions, and to Ihew (till 
more cxprelsly that Jerufalem would fhortly be burnt 

and 
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and deftroyed, and the temple deprived of God’s pre¬ 
fence and protection. The coals of fire which the an¬ 
gel fcattered over the city,’ fignified, that it fhould 
be burnt by the Chaldeans. It is faid, the angel took 
thefe coals from between the cherubims, by the com¬ 
mand of God, to Ihew that this deftru&ion proceeded 
from the Lord. The prophet faw particularly the 
glory of the Lord go up from the cherubims, and light 
upon the door of the fanCluary, and from thence upr 
pn the door of the count» which fhewed, that God 
was going to withdraw himfelf from that place. This 
»s the general defign and meaning of this vifion; 
which is a lively reprefentation of the fevere venge¬ 
ance which God was going very fhortly to take of 
the Jews, for the fins committed in Jerufalem, and 
their profiling the temple and the fervice of God. 

C H A f. XI. 

T HIS chapter is a continuation of the fdrmer, 
in which Ezekiel finilhes his account of the vi- 
fion he had feen. I. God informs him, that the in¬ 
habitants of Jerufalem would foon experience his moft 
fevere judgments, though they thought they had no- 
thing’to fear; of which the fudden death of Pelatiah , 
one of the princes of the people, was a fign. II. 
The prophet declare?, that though the Jews who 
were at Jerufalem , thought they fhould dwell in their 
own country, rather than thofe who were already 
captives at Babylon ; yet that thefe fhould be recalled, 
and that God would blefs all among them that fhould 
truly turn to him. III. After this, the prophet faw 
the glory of the Lord, which had refted upon the 
door of the cpurt of the temple, withdraw intircly 
from the city which fignified, that it would toon be 
forfaken by God. This vifion being ended, the pro¬ 
phet told the vifion to the Jews in Chaldea. 

R E F l e c- 
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Reflections. 

WT E find by this chapter, that there were a^ Je- 
V y rufalem, juft before the dcftruCtion of that city, 
very many, even among the chief men, who fcoffed 
at the threatnings of the prophet, and gave the people 
pernicious counfel. This fpirit of infidelity and ir- 
religion is always a forerunner of the divine vengeance, 
efpecially when thofe who are in authority are in¬ 
fected. This God teftified* when he declared, that 
he knew all the thoughts of thofe rebellious and un¬ 
believing Jews; and that he would caufe the fword to 
come upon them. From thence we likewife learn, 
that God knows diftinCHy all the actions, and all the 
thoughts of men, and that he judges them ^11 accord¬ 
ing to their works. The fimilitude of a caldron, or 
pot in which flefh is boiled, fignified, that part of 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem fhould perifh in that city, 
and that the reft fhould be taken from thence, and 
put to death in the land of Ifrael, and in other places, 
by tb’ir enemies. The promifes which God adds to 
thefe rhr atnings, in behalf of the Jews that were cap¬ 
tives in Chaldea, declaring he ‘would bring them 
again into the land of Ifrael, fhew, that God is mer¬ 
ciful and gracious, even while he is displaying his fe- 
vereft judgments •, but they prove awhe fame time, 
that he exercifes his goodnefs only towards fuch Tin¬ 
ners as have a new heart, and a new fpirit, and fear 
his name; and that- to thofe who follow their own ir¬ 
regular affedtions, be renders according to their deferts. 
Laftly, We here fee, that the glory of the Lord, 
which had withdrawn from t|ie fanCtuary, afterwards 
from the temple, and at length forfook the city in- 
tirely, implied, that God was going utterly to forfake 
Jerufqlcm and its inhabitants. 


CHAP- 



Chap. XII. 


383 


CHAP. XII. 

I. fy, O D commands the prophet to go out of his 
houfe at the beginning of the night, with his 
face covered; which was to fhew, that Zedckiab the 
king .fhould fly from Jerufalem by night; that he 
fhould be taken by the Chaldeans , and be carried to 
Babylon ; that he (hould die in that city, but fhould 
not fee it, becaufe his%yes would be put out. II. 
The prophet likewife foretels the deftruCtion and 
captivity of the people of Jerufalem. Laftly, He 
declares, by order of God, that the threatnings of 
the Lord’s prophets were fhortly to be put in execu* 
tion, though the Jews imagined they would not be 
fulfilled of a long time. 

Reflections. 

I. E meet in this chapter with a very clear re- 
prefentation of all that was fhortly to hap¬ 
pen to king Zedekiah and the Jews, when Jerufalem 
fhould be taken by the Chaldeans ; namely, that that 
prince fhould fall into the hand of his enemies ; that 
he fhould attempt to fly by night from Jerufalem ; that 
he fhould be taken, and have his eyes put out; thac 
he fhould go to. Babylon^ but not fee it; that the prin¬ 
ces of Jerufalem fhould be (lain; and that the people 
fhould be carried into captivity. This prediction, 
which was literally .and in every circumftance fulfil- 
ed, proves very clearly, that God has a perfect know¬ 
ledge of futurity, and that all things are directed by 
his providence. God gave the Jews in Chaldea notice 
of all this, that they might not envy the condition of 
their brethren who were ftill in Jerufalem. II. It is 
to be obferved, that God here declares, he was refolved 
to difperfe the Jews among the nations, that the abo¬ 
minations and the fins with which they had provoked 
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' him to wrath might be known among them. This 
Slews, that God difpenfes his corre&ions with juftice * 
and that the end which he propofes in chaftiflng men, 
is to bring them to a confefiion of their fins, and to 
repentance, and at the fame time to make them ferve 
for an example to others. III. Another thing this 
chapter teaches us is, that the Jews, though they 
were extremely guilty, and upon the point of perilh- 
ing, lived in profound fecurity; that they did not ap¬ 
prehend the threatnings of fhe prophets, or at leaft, 
believed it would be a long while before the threatnings 
would be accomplifhed 5 which fecurity of theirs madt 
them impatient, and occafioned their utter deftrudtion. 
It is a dangeroits^ thing to flatter ourfelves when God 
threatens us, anfl’to defer our converfion when he 
fends us warning iafja^ur danger; but a falutary dread, 
attended with a fpitedyrconverfion, is the fure and only 
way to prevent his judgments. 


CHAP. XIII. 

\ 

E ZEKIEL denounces the judgments of God 
againft thofe prophers and prophetefles who 
falfly pretended to divine infpiration, and pnomifed 
peace to the people of Ifracl, at a time wheri there 
was no peace for them, and they were going to be 
deftroyed; and he threatens alfo fuch as fhould heark¬ 
en to thefe falfe prophets, with the fame mileries. 

Reflections. 

T - ' H E definition of Jerufakm fully verified all 
1 that Ezekiel had faid in this chapter, and the 
event ftiewed, that thofe prophets who defired to p*r- 
fuade the people that no harm would happen to them, 
were impoftors, and that Ezekiel was really fent to 
them from God. From hence we are to learn two 

* things, ’ 
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things: I. That the miniftcrs of the Lord commit a 
very great fin, and expofc themfelves to a dreadful 
condemnation, when, inftead of boldly reproving im¬ 
penitent finners, and threatning them with the anger 
of God, they looth them in their crimes, and fill 
them with a falfe confidence. The prophet exprcfles 
the fin of thele falfe -teachers, faying, that they re¬ 
duced the people, promifing them peace when there 
was no peace ; that they daubed the wall with untcm- 
yered mortar ; and that they fcwed pillows to all arm - 
''lies. This fliould be a powerful engagement to all 
thofe who are called to the facred miniftry, to dif- 
charge the will of God faithfully, left if they flatter 
finners with vain and groundlefs promifes, theyexpofe. 
themfelves likewife to the divine vengeance. II. Since 
God threatens the people with his judgments, for 
hearkning to falfe prophets, it is evident, that thofe 
who fufter*themfelves to be deceived, (lull likewife 
bear the punifhment of their iniquities; efpecially if 
they have, as the Jews had, means to be inftrucfted in 
the will of God and their duty. It follows likewife 
from hence,*that as we ought to fliun falfe teachers 
and feducers, fo ought we to love and hearken to thofe 
who with zeal and fincerity diicharge their duty. 

CHAP. XIV. 

I. ? | ^ I IIS chapter contains complaints and threat- 
I nings againft the hypocritical Jews, who 
made as if they defired to learn the will of God, and 
to confult his prophets, wh'lft they woifliipped idols, 
and hearkned to falfe prophets rather than to the tiue 
Tenants of God. Ezekiel tells them, the Lord was 
going to difplay his molt fievere vengeance on the- fe- 
ducers, and them that hearkned to them. II. God 
declares, that when he fliould relblve to punifli a 
vountry by any of his plagues, the good in that coun- 
Vol. 11 . I? b try 
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try might be preferved, but could not fave others; 
by which God meant to fhew, that the ruin of the 
Jews was inevitable ; that he had refolved to difplay 
all his fore judgments at once upon them •, and that 
the fmall number of good men that remained among 
them Ihould not fecure them. 

Reflections. 

I, TT appears from this chapter, that itisgrofsim- 
piety and hypocrify to pretend to enquire ni 
the Lord, and to attend to his word, while our he^rt 
is far from him, and we are refolved to perfevere in our 
fins. II. That when God has l'ufficiently made known 
his will to men, and they, notwithftanding, err from 
the right way, obftinately following their own wills 
and imaginations, he in his juft judgment forfakes 
them ; and then meeting with feducers they give ear 
to lies rather than the truth. Thus it happened to 
the Jews •, inftead of following the wholfome counlels 
God had given them by his prophets, they adhered to 
impoftors, and pcrilhed with them when Jerufalem 
was taken, as Ezekiel had threatned them. It is a 
dangerous thing to hearken to any other voice than 
that of God; who will juftly punifh both thofe who 
feduce others, and thofe who fuffer themlclves to be 
feduced. There are feveral important inftrudlions to 
be drawn from the fecond part of this chapter. We 
here learn, that the fword, famine, peftilence and 
other the like calamities, are the punifhments which 
God makes ule of againft countries and nations. But 
above all. Jet us ferioufiy confider what is here laid of 
A 'cab, Daniel and "jcb^ thole holy men, io acceptable 
in the fight of God, that if they were among a peo¬ 
ple whom God had determined to dcltroy, they 
could not nrevent their delink tion. The interccfiion 

A _ 

of good men prevaileth much, but is not always et- 
icelual for otiursj however, God takes care of his 

own 
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own elect, and exempts them'from thofe punifhments 
and miferies to which the wicked and Tinners are ex- 
pofed. It appears from this chapter, that Daniel was 
already become illuftrious for his piety, among thofe 
who were carried captives to Babylon with king Je- 
hoiakim. See Dan. i. 1—6. 


CHAP. XV. 


G O D reprefents the total deftmftion of the Jews, 
by the fimilitudc of a vine branch, which is fit 
tor nothing but to be burnt. 


Reflections. 

Vy E have here an emblem of the total deltruftion 
’ of the Jews, who were to be conlumed by the 
fire of God’s wrath ; and likewife of the caufe of their 
ruin, which were the fins and iniquities of that people, 
who were like a barren vine and unprofitable branch. 
Our Lord makes uie of the fame fimilitudc to repre- 
i'ent what the wicked have reafon to expeft, when he 
fays. If any man abide not in me , he is cajl forth as a. 
branch * and is withered ; and men gather them, and cajl 
them into the fir:, and they are burned. And John the 
baptift denounced the fame punishment againit the un¬ 
believers, in thcfe words •, Every tree which bringeib 
cot forth good fiuit, is hewn down, and cajl into tie 
/■re. 

CHAP. XVI. 


E ZEKIEL makes uie of the parable of an adul¬ 
terous woman, to fhew that God had chofen the 
Jews, and had heaped his favours upon them; but 
they had dealt very treacheronfiy agalnll him, and 
particularly by their idolatry had broken the cove¬ 
nant he had made with them, lie reproaches the Jews 

B b of 
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of Jet ufalem, for imitating, and even exceeding Sa- 
maria , that is, the Ifraelites of the ten tribes, in their 
idolatrous worfhip; and for defiling themfelves with 
the abominations of the-Egyptians, /IJJyrians and Chal¬ 
deans ; he compares them to Sodom , which he calls 
their lifter; and he threatens them with a dreadful and 
inevitable deftrudtion; promifing, however, that God 
would have companion on part of them, and after he 
had humbled them, would receive them again into co¬ 
venant with him. 

/ 


Reflections. 

\\T IIAT we read in this chapter reprefents the fin 
of thole who have been received into covenant 
with God, and highly favoured, and notwithftanding 
this fall into ingratitude and unbelief, calling off the 
obedience they owe to him, which the feripture calls 
ipiritual adultery ; to Ihew that men by adling thus, 
break the covenant they had made with God. From 
God’s fevere reproaches of the Jews for not only imi¬ 
tating, but even furpafting Samaria and Sodom in their 
wickednels, we learn, that none are more guiky than 
thole who have the greateft lhare of the divine favours, 
and have abufed them ; and that none are more fe- 
vercly punifhed than they. It is however to be re¬ 
marked, that God declares, that after he had exercifed 
his vengeance upon the rebellious and idolatrous Jews, 
he would remember his covenant, and pardon thole 
who fiiould be converted. The defign of temporal 
judgments is to bring men to repentance, and there- 
foif as fnon as they arc truly humbled God is ap¬ 
pealed ; v- hit h is a proof of his goodnefs, at the fame 
due* that he is giving marks of his jufticc. 


C I I A P. 
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F O R the right underftanding of this chapter, it 
muft be obferved, that when the king of Baby¬ 
lon carried Jcconiab , the king of Judah , into Chaldea, 
with part of the Jews, he fet Zedekiah over thofc that 
were left at ferufalem , and made him fwear fidelity to 
him •, but y. 'dckiab broke his oath, rebelled againft the 
king of Babylon , and made an alliance with the king 
of Egypt, and applied to him for affiftance. Ezekiel 
prop hr lies in this chapter, that God would punifh Ze¬ 
dekiah lor his perjury, and woui't deliver him up to 
the Babylonians, with all his people. Tins the prophet 
reprdents by the fimiiitude of an eagle and a cedar, 
which himlelf explains. 

Reflections. 

W E here fee Zedekiaos fin, in breaking the oath 
of fidelity which he had taken to the king of 
Babylon, and applying to the Egyptians for afiirtance ■, 
and ue lee hkewile, how Zeds!tab was punifhed for 
his perfiuioufnefs, when God delivered him into the 
hand of the Babylonians, who carried him into captivi¬ 
ty. From whence we may learn, that perjury is one 
of the greatell crimes that can be committed •, that 
this lin brings down the divine vengeance, not only 
upon private perldns, but upon whole nations -, efpe- 
cially when it is committed by them that are fet in au¬ 
thority over otheis. E.zek'd declares, that God will 
recompenfe the oath that is broken upon the head of 
him that hath broken it, which Zedekiah experienced 
the truth of. This chapter teaches us, moreover, that 
God does not blefs thofc means, which perjured and 
unrighteous men have recourfc to ; and that it is in 
vain to ily to men, when ue have finned againil God. 
Zcdektah thought to meet with help iiom the Egyp- 
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tiaiis againft the king of Babylon ; and by this means 
he engaged this prince to make war againft him, and 
try him as a perjured perfon. It is added at the end 
of this chapter, that God would plant a branch of ce* 
dar upon the mountain of Ifrael, which Should grow 
and become a great cedar, and the birds of the air 
ihould dwell under it. The meaning of which was, 
that Zcrcbalei, a prince of the royal family of Judah, 
ihould bring the Jews from their captivity in Baby¬ 
lon. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

T H E prophet refutes the murmurings of the 
captive Jews, who complained, that God had 
punifhed them for the fins of their fathers. Where¬ 
upon he declares, I. That God did not impute to the 
children the fins which their fathers had committed, 
but that every one fhould bear the puni/hment of his 
own faults. This he explains at large, and fets in the 
cleareft light: To which he adds, to convince the Jews 
of the unrealbnablenefs of their complaints, II. That 
God defired nothing but their falvation, and that he 
was ready to pardon them as foon as they fincerely re¬ 
pented •, and he exhorts the Jews with great warmth, 
to acknowledge the righteoufnefs of God, and to be 
converted. There are many important inftrudtions 
contained in this chapter, which ought to be read with 
great attention. 

Reflections. 

r P El E ufe we are to make of this chapter is, I. 

To learn from hence never to murmur againft 
God when he affiidts us, nor to imitate the impiety 
of the Jews, who complained that God punifhed them 
for the fins of their fathers, and faid, that the ways of 
God are not equal. II, God fays very clearly in this 

chapter. 
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chapter, and repeats it feveral times exprefsly, that 
children fliall not bear the iniquity of their fathers, but 
that the foul which has finned fhall die. To confirm 
this, God declares, that if a good man has a wicked 
fon, the fon fliall die becaufe of his fins; and if a 
wicked man has a good fon, the fon fliall live, and 
the father fliall die. This doclrine teaches us, that 
God is perfectly juft as well as good-, and that he ne¬ 
ver condemns men for any but their own fins, though 
it fometimes happens that the children are involved in 
the temporal evils, with which God punifhes the fins 
which their fathers have committed. III. God fliews, 
in this chapter, that he is infinitely good, always rea¬ 
dy to pardon even thole who have committed the 
greateft crimes •, fuch are idolatry, injuftice and other 
lins there mentionedprovided they forlake them, and 
for the future keep his commandments. This a fill - 
rance is given us in thele words; Repent , and turn your- 
felves from all your tranfgrcffions , Jo iniquity j'Lc.ii net bs 
your ruin. Make you a mw heart , and a new ft it it ■, 
for why will you die, 0 ye houfe of lfrael ? For l have 
no plcafure in the death of him that dieth; Wherefore 
turn y surf elves and live. This great mercy of God 
fliould ftrongly excite us to repentance when we have 
often Jed him. IV. We here fee the ablblute neceflity 
of repentance, and learn at the fame time, that the 
repentance to which God joins the promile of pardon, 
is that kind of repentance which withdraws a man from 
fin, which leads him, as it is feveral times repeated 
in this chapter, to repair the evil he has done by refti- 
tution, and by all other pofiible means. In one word, 
the Lord declares, there is no repentance effeftual, 
but that which produces a new heart, and a change ot 
inclinations, followed by aiftual amendment and refor¬ 
mation. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

E ZEKIEL propofes two emblems i one of a 
lionefs arid lier whelps, and the other of a vine 
and its branches: by which the prophet denotes what 
befel the princes of the royal family of Jmiab, and in 
particular Jehoahaz, who was earned into Egypt, and 
Jehoia'dm, who was taken, put in chains, and carried 
to Babylon. 


Reflections. 

T N the q6 th chap: t of the fecond book of Chronicles, 
we find that the latter kings of "Judah felt the mi- 
feries which the prophet here denounces. God, wh.o 
rules all things with wifdom and juftice, is in a parti¬ 
cular manner the difpofer of kings; putting down 
one and letting up another, as he pleafeth ; and ge¬ 
nerally making them and their families public ex¬ 
amples of his vengeance on thofe fins they have been 
guilty of. 


C II A P. XX. 

I. *“¥“111 E prophet, that he might prevail upon 

ft the Jews to fear God, and above all, to tor- 
fake their idolatry, reprefents to their elders, who came 
to confult him, the many favours God had conferred 
on them, in choofing them and giving them his laws. 

II. He reproaches them for their continual breach of 
God’s commandmenrs, and ferving idols ever fince 
they came out of Egypt, both in the wilderncfs and 
the land of Canaan. III. Becaufe they continued to 
provoke God, as their fathers had done, the prophet 
declares, God would pour out all his wrath upon 
•.nun. I Ie promties however that God would have 

com- 
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companion upon fome of them, and would bring them 
again to Jerufalein. 

Reflections. 

T P HIS chapter prelents us with a detail of the fa- 
vours God had conferred on the Jews, inchoof- 
ing them for his people, and giving them his laws, 
and bearing fo long with them. We here likewife 
fee how ungrateful they were for God’s mercies, how 
infenlible of his warnings, his long-luffering, and 
even of his punifhmehts •, for which reafon his moft 
fevere judgments were fhortly to overtake them. This 
fhould lead us to confider, that God has d$he infi* 
nitely more for us than for the Jews ; he has re¬ 
deemed us by Jefus Clirift; he has given us the 
knowledge of his holy laws, by which we may ob¬ 
tain life •, and the warnings he gives us, to engage 
us to lerve ar.d fear him, are not lefs exprefs, nor 
lei's freTienc. than thole a-l ’vll'd his ancient peo¬ 
ple. If after all, ve fhr-.ld fall into infidelity and 
d ;, ' : ‘ d.vnce, we lhouTd be infinitely more blame- 
v ; thy then the Jews, a. id our punilhment too 
would be much more fevere. Tne promifes which 
God makes to gather the Jews together again in the 
land of their forefathers, after they Ihould have ac¬ 
knowledge d their fins, and been punilhed for them, 
fliew God’s love to his church, and his defign in cov- 
refting men •, which is, to humble and convert them, 
and make them the objects of his mercy. 

C II A P. XXI. 

T H I S chapter has two parts; in the firlt of 
which Ezs'acl reprefents, under the type of a 
fire continuing wood, and of a drawn fword, tlie de- 

firudion and ruin of Jerttfalem* In the fecund, he 

1 1 
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fays, that the king of Babylon lliould confult the ma¬ 
gicians by lot, to know whether he Ihould make war 
againft the Ammonites, or againft the Jews ; and that 
God would caufe the lot to fall in fuch a manner, 
that the Jews fiiould be deftroyed firft •, and that 
Zedckiab their king, who is here called a profane 
and wicked prince, ih’ould receive the punilhment of 
his perfidioufnefs ; after which the Ammonites lliould 
be conquered and deltroyed. 

Reflections. 

r T < 11E firft part of this chapter fets before our 
ey§p, under the fimilitude of a devouring fire, 
and of a drawn' fvvord, which fpares none, the dif- 
mal and unavoidable effects of the divine vengeance, 
when men provoke God by their fins. In the fecond 
part we fee, how the king of Babylon, ffaving con- 
fulted his idols, caft tire lot, to know whether he 
lliould go againft 'frnt Asm, or againft the Ammo¬ 
nites •, though the manner which the king of Babylon 
chole to determine him what courfe he fhould take, 
was fuch, yet God was pleafed fo to direft it, that he 
turned firft againft Jerufalem. This teaches us very 
plainly, that God governs all things by hi:* provi¬ 
dence ; that he even prefides over the lor, and over 
fuch events as we imagine to depend upon mere 
chance, and in general over all the actions of men ; 
fo that men, without knowing it, execute what he has 
refolved to do or permit. We are further to confider 
the ruin of the Jews, and efpccially the exemplary 
punilhment of king Zcdekiab, as a proof, that finful 
nations, and chiefly wicked princes, do at laft meet 
with divine vengeance: and the dcftru&ion of the 
Ammonites, who were Ipared at firft, but deftroyed 
by Nebi'cbadnezzar five years after he had taken Je- 
tufa'em, (hews, that if God forbears chaftifing the 
guilty tor a time, they lliall not elcape his judgment. . 

c n a r. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

E ZEKIEL prophefies againft Jerufahn ; he 
mentions the crimes that were there committed, 
iucli as idolatry, contempt of parents, injuitice, op- 
preflion, murder, profanation of the divine lervicc, 
adultery, bribes, corruption, and extortion •, and fays, 
that thefe crimes would caufe the total ruin of Jeru- 
falem and of that whole nation. But he complains 
above all that the prophets, the priefts, and the ma- 
giitrates, abandoned themfclves to all kind of iniqui¬ 
ty ; and that no one endeavoured to put a- Bop ta 
the wrath of God, which was ready to fall upon that 
people. 

Reflections. 

ff H E R E are two things chiefly to beobfeived 
in this chapter: I. An enumeration of die crimes 
that reigned in JerufaUiit , a little before it was taken 
and deltroyed by the Babylonians. The Jens had 
given themfelves up to idolatry, injuitice, unckan- 
nefs, and to abominations of every kind; and had 
profanfd religion and the fervice of God in the moll 
Blocking manner. This was that deprived them of 
the divine protection, and obliged God to put Iris 
threatnings in execution. Thefe fins, no doubt, God 
does Hill abhor, anti much more in Chriftians, and 
will never fail to punilh thole who do fuch things. 
II. The next thing to be obferved here is, that God 
does particularly complain of perlbns in a publick 
character ; that the prophets feduced the people; that 
the priefts broke the law, and profaned holy things; 
and that the magillvates were addicted to injuitice, 
dilhoneil gain, fraud and violence. From thele com¬ 
plaints, which God lb frequently makes, we may 
learn, that when the rulers of the church and the 

civil 
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civil magiltrates are without religion and virtue, im¬ 
piety and corruption mull 'needs make great havock, 
and we can exped nothing but the utmolt mifery 
Pallors and governors ought ferioufly to confider this, 
that they may not be the authors of corruption, and 
of publick calamities, nor occalion the eternal per¬ 
dition of thole tiiat God has let them over. 

CIIAP. XXIII. 

T il IS chapter contains the parable of" two 
filters that lived in whoredom, who reprefent 
the two kingdoms of Jj',ael-, that is, the kingdom 
of Samaria , or of the ten tribes, which had lirit for- 
faken the worfhip of God and fet up idolatry ■, and 
the kingdom of Judah , which had herein imitated 
the ten tribes. The Lord declares, that as thole tribes 
had been given into the hands of the /iff)rians for 
their idolatry ; fo the men of Judah , who had been 
witnelTes of the punishment of their brethren, and in- 
Itead of taking warning by it, had fupalled them in 
wickednefs, Ihould fhortly be laid walk by the Chat- 
deans. 

Rtftt C*T IONS. 

np H F. complaints which God makes in this chap- 
ter, both againlt the Ijraelites of the ten tribes, 
and the men of" Judah , leave us no room to doubt 
but he is patticularlv offended, when thofe to whom 
he has made him fell" known corrupt his worfhip'and 
rebel againlt him. What is here laid, under the fimi- 
litude of adultery, fhcvvs, that they who arc thus un¬ 
faithful to God break his covenant, and expofe 
themfelves to the moll dreadful effects of his wrath : 
and fince God declares himlelf much more inccnfed 
againlt die Jews of JeruJnlem , among whom his wor-< 
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fliip had been preferved, than againft tbofe of the 
ten tribes ; we may from hence learn, that rebellion 
ggainft God, in thole who have been diftinguifhed 
by peculiar privileges, is Hill more odious than ’ in 
others. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

I. O D' reveals to Ezekiel, who was then i nChal- 
VJ dca , that-upon that very day the king of 
Babylon had laid liege to Jerufalem ; and orders him 
to reprefent the deftruCtion of that city, by the type 
of a caldron in which flefh was boiled, and after¬ 
wards made red-hot. II. That fame day Ezekiel 's 
wife died, but God forbids him to weep, or to ule 
any tokens of mourning, to Ihew, that the defolation 
of "Jerufalem would be lo great and general, that huf- 
bands and wives, parents and children, and all the 
ncarell relations, could not be able to lament the death 
of each other. 


Reflections. 

VXT HAT we are to confuler in this chapter is : 

* V »1. That although JEzekiel was in CbaLlei, and 
very far from Jerufi.em , God made known to hint* 
the very day in which the king of Babylon had begun 
the fiege of Je> uftlem ; by which it appears, chat God 
perfectly knows all that pades in the world. II. The 
type of a caldron in which tlelh is boiled, and which 
when empty was put upon the lire again to take 
•away its icum, fignified, according to the explana¬ 
tion God gave of that limilitude, that the wrath of 
God was going to be poured upon Jerufalem, and 
upon all its inhabitants, and that his wrath is a con- 
luming lire. III. We mull obferve, that Jerufalem 
was treated in this manner, because it was defiled and 
full of abominations ■, in it blood had been fbilr, and 

its 
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its inhabitants committed all manner of wickednefs, 
and remained utterly incorrigible. God proportions 
mens punifhmcnts to their fins, and to the conditio.' 
they are in, and proceeds to extremities, and makes 
ule of the molt fevere punifhments, when their obfti- 
nacy is infurmountable. IV. God’s forbidding the 
prophet to weep for the death of his wife, though flie 
was dear to him, was to fliew the captive Jews how 
dreadful the ruin of their brethren in Judea would be, 
fince their dead fhould not be fo much as lamented ; 
and Ezekiel 's obedience to the command, which mult 
needs be grievous to him, ihews, that we mult facri- 
fice what is deardl to us when God commands -, and 
that the interdl of his glory fhould more nearly con¬ 
cern us than our own private interell. 

C II A P. XXV. 

E ZEKIE1. foretels, that the Ammonites , the 
Moabites , Edomites , and Philiftines, who were 
neighbours and enemies to the Jews, fhould be foon 
deltroyed, becaufe they had rejoiced at the ruin of 
Jerufdlcm. 

Reflections. 

'“P H F, S F, three things are to be confidcrcd in 
this chapter; I. That Ezekiel, after he had 
foretold the deftruftion of Jerufalem , and of the 
Jews, denounces the divine vengeance againfl their 
enemies. This Ihews that God is righteous, and if 
he punifhes and corrects his own people, neither will 
he fpare the enemies of his church. II. That thede- 
ftrudtion of the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and 
Pbilijlines, happened loon after the taking of Jerv. 
falem, thole people being fubdued by the king of Ba¬ 
bylon ; agreeable to rhe threatnings denounced againfl 
them by E?e'~i:L i’.ti-ih and Jeremiah. III. The 1 

next 
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next confideration is, that God difplayed his judg¬ 
ments againft thofe people, becaufe they had provoked 
him, and to punilh their pride and inhumanity in 
infulting the Jews in the time of their calamity. It 
is a great fin to rejoice at the mileries of other men, 
and to be hard and cruel to fuch as are in affliction ; 
and God feverely and juftly punifhes thofe that are 
fo; as, on the contrary, he blcfies thofe who are af- 
feded with the fufferings of others, and that comfort 
them. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

T HIS chapter and the two following are a pro¬ 
phecy againft the ’Tyrians. In this Ezekiel 
foretels the deitru&ion of the city Tyre. He fays, 
that that city, which had rejoiced to lee JeruJaiem 
laid wafte by king Nebuchadnezzar , fhould be taken, 
plundered, and deftroyed by the fame king. ■ 

C II A P. XXVII. 

E ZEKIEL deferibes the great commerce of the 
Tyrians with other nations, their immenfe riches, 
and how aftonilhed every one would be at their de- 
ftru&ion. 


C II A P. XXVIII. 

E ZEKIEL reprefents the pride of the king of 
Tyre ; he fays, that Sydor, a city bordering up¬ 
on Tyre , fhould likewife be deftroyed ; and he pro- 
mifes the Jews, that they fhould return from their 
captivity, and dwell again in their own land. 


R rite- 



400 


E Z K K I E L, 


Reflections pn chap. XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII. 

Q N the twenty-fixth and two following chapters.? 

obferve,' that though the city of Tyre was ex¬ 
ceeding powerful, by reafon of its lituarion on the 
fea-(hore, its extenfive commerce, its immenfe riches, 
and its alliance with almoft all the nations of the 
world, as we read in the twenty-ieventh chapter; 
yet it was very ibon to be delivered into the hands 
of the king of Babylon, W'ho would take it, and fpoil 
It or ail its glory. In truth, a little*a!ter this pro¬ 
phecy, Nebuchadnezzar took the city of Tyre , after 
a fiege of thirteen years, and deftroyed it in fuch man¬ 
ner, that it was not rebuilt; for the new city of Tyre 
was not built in the fame place where the ancient city 
flood. One cannot avoid confidering this event as 
the work of God ; efpecially if we relied!, that it had 
been foretold, with all its circumftances, not only by 
the prophet Ezekiel , eighteen years beforehand ; but 
alfo by J'-nah, above an hundred and twenty years 
before. Moreover, we are to alcribe this deflrudtion 
of Tyre to the idolatry that prevailed in it, to the 
pride and luxury which great riches had introduced, 
and to the hatred which the Tyriars bore to the. Jews. 
Thus providence humbles the mod powerful ftates, 
and the molt flourilhing cities, to reflrain the im¬ 
piety, pride, injuilice, luxury, dilfolutenefs, and 
other crimes, which uluaily attend plenty and pro- 
fperity. Lallly, We are to take notice, that when 
Ezekiel denounces the judgments of God againft the 
idolatrous nations, as well as againft the Jews, he 
does not promife that they fhould be reftored, as the 
people of Go 1 had reafon to hope. This muft ad- 
minifter comfort to the captive Jews, engage them to 
fly to God by repentance, and convince them that God 
watched over them, and would not fail to caufethem 
to return from the Ba^yl'.nijk captivity. 


C II A P. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

T HIS and th*e three following chapters are a 
prophecy again ft the Egyptians. The prophet, 
having foretold the overthrow of Tyre in the preceed- 
ing chapters, in this denounces the deftru&ion of 
Egypt, which (hould likewife be fubdued by the king 
of Babylon , after he had taken Tyre. However, Eze¬ 
kiel foretels, that at the end of forty years, the Em> - 
tians fliould return into their own country, out fhould 
be there in a very abjetft condition. 


CHAP. XXX. 

E ZEK fEL continues his prophecy againft Egypt y 
and fays, that the principal cities of that king-' 
dom, which are mentioned by name in this chapter, 
fhould be deftroyed with their idols. 


CHAP. XXXI. 

T hi E prophet reprefents, by the comparifon of a 
fine large cedar, that the Ajjyrian monarchy 
had even been more powerful than the Egyptian, and 
yet had come to an end ; and that it fhould be fowith 
the latter. 


CHAP. XXXII, 

T HIS chapter Is a lamentation for thedeftruttion 
of Egypt, which fhould be reduced to the fame 
condition as the Per/tans, the Edomites, and the other 
nations, who were likevvife to be conquered by the 
Babylonians. 

Vol. II. vC c 


Rifles- 



492 'EZEKIEL, 

Reflections on chap, xxix, Xxx, xxxi and xxxh. 

* 

A N theft chapters we are to confider, I. That God- 
^ thought fit to foretel by Ezekiel, and by the 
other prophets, the deftruttion of Egypt, that the Jews 
might acknowledge that the God whom they wor- 
fhipped was the fupreme Lord of the univerfe, and 
of all nations, and that they had in vainput their con¬ 
fidence irk the Egyptians. II. It is remarkable, that 
Ezekiel fays exprefsly, that God would deliver Egypt 
to. i\e'uuMadnezzar , as a reward for executing his 
judgments on the city of Tyre ; that the Egyptians 
ihould be difperfed; that in forty years they flioujjd 
return to Egypt ; but- that their kingdom ihould not 
be reftored to them in its former condition, being 
brought very low. All this was literally fulfilled: 
Nebuchadnezzar became mailer of Egypt after he had 
• taken the city of Tyre ; the Egyptians were carried into 
captivity; and at the end of iome years they returned 
into their own country, under Amafis their king •, but 
the kingdom of Egypt did not recover its former 
fplendor, and was afterwards kept low and made 
fubjed to foreign princes, as Ezekiel had foretold. To 
compare theft prophecies with the event, is very pro¬ 
per to convince us that God was the author of them, 
that the holy fcripture is divinely infpired, and that 
nothing is more certainly true than the do&rines con¬ 
tained in it. 

C H A P. XXXIII. 

T HERE are four things to be confidered in this 
chapter: I. God ihitrudls the prophet in the 
duties of his office, and the obligation he was under 
to warn finners. II. To flop themurtpurings of the 
Jews, he declares, that he defires not the death of the 
wicked, and that repenting finners fhould be received 

to 



CHRP. XXXIII. 403 

to mercy; as on the other hand, the righteous, who 
forfake the ways of righteoufnefs, fhall die in their fin. 
III. Ezekiel received the news of the taking of Jeru¬ 
salem , and foretels the deftru&ion of thofe Jews that 
remained in Judea. IV. God complains of the hypo- 
crify of the Jews that were at Babylon , who came to 
hzax Ezekicl, but would not do that which he com¬ 
manded them in the name of God. This is one of 
the moft: inftruftive chapters in the whole book. 


Reflections. 

r P HAT we may improve by this chapter, we muft 
confider, as follows: I. The companion of a 
centinel, or watchman, whereby God reprefents the 
duties of Ezekiel's office, fhews with what fidelity the 
pallors of the church ought to warn finners, and la¬ 
bour with their utmoft ftrength to recover them from 
the error of their ways, if they would not be refpon- 
fible for the ruin of their fouls; and ic likewife proves, 
that if finners do not amend, when they are fo warn¬ 
ed, their deftruftion will be juft. II. We have here 
one of the moft exprefs declarations of the infinite 
mercy of God, that is to be found in. the-whole ferip- 
ture. God fwears by himfelf, that he would not by 
any means the death;pf the wicked; that he defires 
nothing but their cofiVerfion and life, and receives 
them gracioufl'y as foon as they return to him. The 
confideration' of God’s great mercy fhould fill finners 
with confidence, and engage them \o repent, and 
thereby prevent their ruin. III. Ezekiel teaches us, 
that God has no relpedt in, his judgroegtybuf to the 
good and evil which every man has dOi^j^wfd that as 
finners who change theircqutfe of life}(call obtain 
mercy; fo likewife the righteous,, if they fSrlake their 
righteoufnefs, (hall"die in their fin. What God fays 
in fo clear and exprefs a manner on this head, lets his 

C c z unbounded 
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unbounded goodnefs towards men in a clear light, as 
well as his unfpotted juftice; and this do&rine ought 
to (top the mouths of hardned finners, and infpire good, 
men with a wholfome fear. IV. We have a remark¬ 
able inftance of the. juftice of God, and of the truth of 
his threatnings, in the taking of Jerufalem , and in 
the calamities that fell upon the Jews that ftill re¬ 
mained in Judea. However, it is to be remarked, 
that thofe Jews, though guilty of all manner of wick- 
ednefs, and even of idolatry, Battered themfelves till 
then; time they fhould remain in their own land, and 
continue to poifefs it. Thus finners imagine they have 
nothing to fear, when they are the objeds of God's 
wrath, and his vengeance is going to take hold of 
them. Laftly, God reproaches the Jews for coming 
to hear the prophet Ezekiel , and not doing what he 
faid; which teaches us* that it is downright hypocrify, 
and the moft criminal contempt, to hear the word of 
God, and not pra&ife what it prefcribes. 

CHAP. XXXIV, 

T HIS chapter contains two things: I. Threat- 
hings againft falfe fhepherds, that is to fay, a- 
gainft the prophets and magiftrates, who, inftead of 
taking care of the flock and lhpppf the Lord, are the 
occafion of their ruin. 11..ft contains promifes, by 
which God engages to fave his Iheep, to give them 
good fliepherds •, and above all, to fend a great Ihep- 
herd, who ftiould redeem his people, and render them 
eternally, happy. 

Reflections. 

' # 

r P HIS is a chapter, which both magiftrates and 
1 the rulers of the church ought to meditate upon 
very ferioufly. The complaints that God here makes 
of talfe fliepherds, and the curfes he denounces a. 

gainft 
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gainft them, (hew, that it is the duty of paftors, with 
their utmoft diligence, to watch over the lheep with 
which they are intruded, and to provide With care and 
readineis, for all their wants; and that if they fail 
herein* they muft give a fevere account to God for it. 
This too lays an obligation upon princes and ma- 
giftrates, to govern faithfully and juftly the people 
committed to their truft. What befel the Jews, who 
for the unfaithfulnefs of their prophets arid magiftrates 
were utterly deftroyed, Ihews, that it is the greateft 
misfortune to a nation to have wicked rul&rST'and 
that all who are concerned for the glory of God, and 
the happinefs and edification of the church, have great 
reafon to pray to God, that he would always raife up 
to his people faithful and good paftors. As to the 
promifes which God makes in this chapter, to fave his 
lheep, and to be himfelf their lhepherd and their 
guide j they firft denote the return of the Jews from 
their captivity at Babylon into their own country; 
which they did by the authority of Cyrus , and under 
the conduit of their rulers; but they more perfeitly 
agree to Jefus Chrift our Lord,. who is the great 
lhepherd of the lheep, that good lhepherd who has 
laid dqwn his life for them, who came to gather them 
together in his church, and will give them everlafting 
life, as he himfelf has declared in the gofpel. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

E ZEKIEL prophefies againft the Edomites , and 
foretels their utter deftruition, becaufe of the 
great mifchiefs they had done to the Jews, and be¬ 
caufe they had even proudly oppofed God himfelf. • 
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Reflections. 

\X 7 \E here fee, that the Edomites were to feel the 
divine vengeance, and that their country was 
to be laid wafte, becaufe they bore a mortal hatred to 
the people of J/rael, and had not only rejoiced in their 
deftru&ion, but had even aflifted in bringing it about, 
and had behaved with great inlolence and barbarity. 
Thefe menaces were not long before they were put in 
e?:?OHi.qn ; . againft the Edomites , their country being 
plundered and laid wafte by the fame king that had 
deftroy ed Jerufalcm, and fome time after by the Jews 
in the time of the Maccabees. Thus Got) punifhes 
thofe who have no pity on the miferable, and take 
pleafure in doing evil toothers; but efpecially tholp 
who perfecute his church. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

I. TJN ZEKI EL foretels the ruin of the Edomite !, 
r j and the other enemies of God’s people, and 
the feftoration of the Jews to their own land. II. He 
fays, that God had deftroyed Jerufalem, and fc|ttered 
the people of Ifrael, becaufe of their fins; ‘ but that 
the Lord would have companion on them, would 
again caufe them to inhabit their land, and would 
• heap his favours upon them; and above all, that he 
would fanftify them, arid fill them with the knowledge 
and fear of his holy name: And that he would do all 
this for his own glory, and to convince the idolatrous 
nations that there was no other God but he. 

Reflections. 

H E reading of this chapter engages us to con- 
fider, I. That if God formerly funered his peo¬ 
ple to be opprefied by their’enemies for a while, it 

was 
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was not that he defigned to caft them off utterly, but 
becaufe he was' willing to purify them by afflidion, 
and at length to manifeft his power and juftice in de¬ 
livering them, and in puniihing thofe that had afflid- 
ed them. We fhould pals the fame judgment on the 
perlecutions to which the church is expofed, as well 
as on the afflidions which God difpenfes to particular 
men in this life. II. The promife God here makes 
of reftoring, ^roteding, and fandifying his people, 
is not confined to the deliverance of the Jews, and to 
the temporal bleffings vouchfafed them in ihfia-JHitri, 
after their return tiom B.tlylon ; it agrees more elpeci- 
ally to the fpiritual bleifings that God was to bellow 
firft on the jews, and -afterwards on all men, in the 
times of the Mediah, and was accomplilhed by the 
coming of Jefus Chrilt, the fending of the Holy 
Ghoft, and by the preaching <}f the gofpel. III. 
What we are chiefly to confider in thefc promifes is, 
that the defign of God in granting us thefe bleffings 
was to withdraw men from Tin, to fandify them, and. 
to give them a new heart and a new Ipirit, that they 
might walk in his ftatjites, and keep his command¬ 
ments. This then is what we ought chiefly to labour 
aftej ; this is the end to which we fhould apply the 
mercies which God vouchfafes us by the new covenant, 
which we have the happinefs to live, under. 


CHAP. 3 b£XVII. 

T tHIS chapter confifts of two parts. In the firft, 
Ezekiel relates the vifioa he had leen of a field 
covered with the bones of dead bodies that were 
brought to life again; by which God was pjeafed to 
•allure the Jews, that he was able to bring them back 
from the captivity of Babylon , though there feemed 
to be no appearance of their reftoration. In the fe- 
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cond, the prophet Ihews, by the emblem of two pieces 
of wood joined together, that the Lord would reunite 
the Jews of Ephraim , that is, of the ten tribes, and 
thofe of the kingdom of Judah j that they fhould 
make but one people, and live under one king; and 
that God would make an everlafting covenant with 
them. 


Reflections. 

L vifion of Ezekiel , in which God fhewed 

him dead' bodies raifed to life, tended to in- 
ftruft the Jews, that though they were in a yery deplo¬ 
rable condition, and there feemed to be no hopes of 
their ^recovery, yet God by his infinite power would 
infallibly deliver them.' From whence we may gather, 
that nothing is imjpofiible with God, and that he ne¬ 
ver wants means to accomplifh his promifes. Thfs 
vifion is likewife to be confidered as a moil exprefs 
type of the general refurre&ion. Though our bodies 
are reduced to duft, God is able to give them life 
again, and reunite them to our fouls •, which he will 
infallibly do.at the lad day, as we are mod clearly 
taught in the golpel. Ezekiel's prophecy of the two 
nations of Ifrael and of Judah being one day ga¬ 
thered together, and united under one king, tq ferve 
God with one accord, can be but imperfectly applied 
to the date of the Jews after the captivity j fmce a 
confiderable part ofthem, efpecially thofe of the ten 
tribes, never returned into their own country, and 
thofe who did return, remained there but a fliort time,, 
and were almoft always under the dominion of foreign 
princes. This prophecy therefore mud relate to the 
calling of the Jews under the gofpel, their union in 
the church of Chrid, and particularly their converfion, 
when that people (hall embrace the Chridian religion. 


CHAP. 
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chap: xxxviii, xxxix. 


I N thefetwo chapters, the prophet foretels, that 
the church fhould be aflaulted by Gog: by which 
the holy fpirit is fuppofed to defcribe fhe miferies 
which the neighbouring kings, and in particular 
Anticchus Epiphanes , king of Syria, would bring up¬ 
on the Jews,, after their return from Babylon ; the 
deftru&ion of that cruel prince, and the gloriojj^a- 
liverance which God would vouchfafe his people by 
the Maccabees. 

Reflections^;; chap, xxxviii, and $xxix. 

A S' the Jews were expofed, fbme time after their 
return from the Babylonijh captivity, to cruel 
perfections, particularly under the reign of Antio- 
chus , king of Syria i God forewarned them of it by 
this prophecy of Ezekiel, and by another of Daniel, 
who likewile foretold the fame event; that when 
thefe evil* came upon them they might not be fur- 
priled. In truth, they* were attacked and opprefied 
by An[iochus, who made war upon them, put a great 
number of them to death, profaned the temple at Je~ 
rufnlem , and for fome time prevented the perform¬ 
ance of divine fervice. But in their diftrels they ex¬ 
perienced the divine afliftance ; that prince was van- 
quilhed, by the divine blefling upon the arms of the 
Maccabees ; he became an example of divine ven¬ 
geance; and the Jews recovered their liberty. Thus 
God was pleafed to try and purify his people; giving 
them, in the fight of the idolatrous nations, fignal 
proofs of his prote&ion; and difpofing them for the 
reception of the Mefiiah, who was foon to be fenc 
unto them. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XL. 

I N this and the following chapters, to the end of 
the book, Ezekiel relates a vifion which he faw 
fourteen years after the taking of Jerufalem ; wherein 
are defcribed the temple, and the fervice that was to 
be performed in it, the divifion of the land of Ca¬ 
naan to the twelve tribes of Ifrael , together with a 
■jai an of a new city. Some apply this prophecy to the 
temple”tfiat was rebuilt after the captivity, and to the 
ftate of the Jews at that time. But, confidering that 
the fecond temple was not built as Ezekiel here, re- 
prefents; that the twelve tribes did not return into 
their own country ; that the land of Canaan was not. 
divided unto them ; that JerUfalem was not rebuilt 
according to the plan laid down by Ezekiel ; confi¬ 
dering, farther, that there are laws mentioned in thefe 
chapters which were never o'bferved by the Jews 
fince their return, and promifes which have not 
been • fulfilled; others are of opinion, this vifion 
fhould be explained in a fpijitual fenfe, and under- 
ftand it of the chriftian church. Some think it re- 
prefents what would have happened, if the.twelve 
tribes had been converted and turned unto God. 
Laftly, There are others of opinion, that thefe pre¬ 
dictions relate to the reftoration of the Jewifii nation 
in the latter times, when they fiiall be converted. As 
all thefe explanations are attended with feveral difficul¬ 
ties, it would be hard to determine the fenfe of thefe 
chapters with certainty, and to make any particular 
reflections on them. 


The End of the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. 


T H E 



THE 


BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

DANIEL. 


argument. 

Daniel was very remarkable for bis bolinefs, his great 
zeal, and the revelations he received. The tejiimony 
given of him by God, in the fourteenth and twenty- 
eighth chapters of Ezekiel j and what Jefus Cbrifi 
fays of him in the gofpel, proves that he was a very 
holy-man, and a great prophet. He lived at Baby¬ 
lon fix hundred years before the coming of our Lord ; 
and was there known as a prophet , all the time of 
the captivity, and beyond it, that is upwards of fe- 
venty years ; fo that he lived to a very advanced age. 
This book is made up of bijlories and remarkable 
prophecies. IVe have here the hiftory of feveral con - 
•Jiderable events, which happened at Babylon, both to 
the prophet Daniel, and to the kings of that coun¬ 
try \ and federal prophecies, which deferibe the re¬ 
volutions that were to happen in the kingdoms of the 
world, and particularly in the Jlate of the Jews *, 
as aljfo the coming of the Meffiab 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 

• i 

I N this chapter we fee how Daniel was brought to 
Babylon % and educated at the court of king Nebu- 
' cbadnezzar. 

RjjF tECTiONS after reading the chapter. 

*"P HERE are three reflections to be made upon 
th is firft chapter of Daniel. I. The firft is, that 
d/ITH providence of God Daniel was carried captive 
to Babylon with the other Jews, was brought up at 
the king’s court, and there became famous by his 
wifdom, and by the gift of prophecy. Providence 
fo difpofed all thefe events for the confolation pf the 
captive Jews, and to make known the true God 
among thofe idolatrous people, and for the comfort 
and inftrudtion of the church in all ages. If. We 
have a noble example of temperance, piety, and con¬ 
fidence in God, in the behaviour of Daniel and his 
three companians, who lived only upon water and 
pulfe, and refilled to eat of the king’s meat, becaul'e 
the Babylonians ate fome animals which it was not 
lawful for the Jews to eat, and becaufe their, meat 
was mod commonly offered to idols. This 'piety and 
temperance of Daniel and his friends, who, though 
they were then but young, at which time men are 
. moil inclined to pleafure, and lived in an idolatrous 
court greatly addicted to fenfuality, yet kept them- 
felves pure and undefiled; ihould teach all, efpecially 
young perfons, and thole who live among the great, 
to ihun luxury, to be fober, and never to do any thing 
contrary to religion or their confidences. III. "We 
here obfcrve, that God granted Daniely together with 
bodily health, great underilanding, and extraordinary 
gifts, and raifed him to confiderable employments. 
As God defigned Daniel for great things, he trained 
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him up for them from his youth, by the extraordi¬ 
nary gifts he bellowed on him, and by giving him 
favour with the powerful prince Nebuchadnezzar and 
his fucceffors, till the kingdom palled from the Chal¬ 
deans to the Perjians. Thus God blefles thofe that 
fear him, bellows his favours upon fober and pious 
perfons, and often grants them temporal bleflingg, 
as a reward of their godlinefs. 


CHAP. II. 


T HIS chapter gives an account of a dream of 
king Nebuchadnezzar’s t in which he faw a 
great image compofed of divers metals. The aftro- 
iogers, becaufe they could not find out nor explain 
the dream, were condemned to death •, but Daniel 
rehearfed and explained it to the king, who confefied 
that the God whom Daniel worlhipped was the true 
God i and exalted the prophet and his three friends 
to great honours. 


R EFLECTIONS. 

np riESE are the principal reflexions to be made 
A upon this chapter: I. That God fent Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar a dream, and then permitted that prince to 
forget it, that when Daniel told him his dream, he 
might be the better difpofed to receive and believe 
what Daniel Ihould tell him, and that he might con- 
fefs that this*#ream came from God, who alone 
knows things to corpe. II. The incapacity of the wife 
men of Babylon to find out the dream, difcovers very 
plainly that thofe people were impoftors, and that 
none but the true God can difcover hidden things, 
•lilt Daniel' s promifing the king that he wouldrell 
him his dream, and explain it to him, is a proof of 
his furprifing faith and great confidence in God, fince, 
if he could not have done what he promifed, he mull 

have 



D A N I E L, 


414 

have been put to death. And fince God upon the 
prayers of Daniel and his friends, revealed Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar's dream ; we fee thju the prayers of the righ¬ 
teous are of great efficacy. But that which is chiefly 
to be oblerved is, the interpretation of this dream. 
Daniel fliews, that there fliould be four powerful king¬ 
doms fucceeding one another: the firft was that of 
the Chaldeans , which was then fubfifting, and of 
which Nebuchadnezzar was king, but which was 
foon to come to an end ; the fecond was that of the 
TMftkf-ar.d Perftaus ; and the third the kingdom of 
Alexander the great, and of the Grecians. As to the 
fourth kingdom, fome will-have it to be that of the 
kings of Syria and Egypt , who reigned after Alex¬ 
ander the great •, and they think what is here faid de- 
fcribes what was to befal .the Jews under thefe kings, 
particularly under Antiocbus Epipbanes , the cruel 
perfecutor of the people of God. Others imagine 
the fourth to be the Roman empire •, founding their 
opinion chiefly on this, that in the time of this fourth 
kingdom, God would eftablifh his kingdom- by Je- 
fus Chrift 1 and thus the ancients qnderftood this pro¬ 
phecy. This is certain, that thefe empires fqoceeded 
each other; and after all thefe revolutions, the king¬ 
dom of God was manifefted by our Lore! Jefus 
Chrift. We cannot fufficiently admire this noble 
prophecy, which extends to fo many ages: It for¬ 
merly ferved, as we learn at the end of this chapter, 
to make the true God known am<mg the idolaters, 
and to render the king of Babylon f^ourable to the 
Jews. It ought to make ftill’ greater impreffion up¬ 
on us, who have feen the accompliffiment of this pro¬ 
phecy, and lhould fully convince us, that there‘is a 
God who perfectly knows things to come. We ought 
alio from hence to conclude, that the raifing and o- 
verthrowing of kingdoms and Hates, and the. various 
changes that happen in the world, proceed from God’s 

prov.k 
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providence, who has always in view the good of the 
church, and of thofe that fear him. 

C H A P. # III. 

K ING Nebuchadnezzar caufes a great image of 
gold to. be made, and commands that every 
one Thou Id worflvip it; which the three friends of 
Daniel having refilled to do, the king caufed them 
to be thrown intp the fiery furnace j but Qod nre- 
ferved them miraculoufly in the fire, infomuch that 
Nebucbadnezza being aftonilhed at the miracle, con- 
’ felted, and publicly proclaimed the pdIWer of the 
true God.* 

Reflections. 

T N the remarkable hiftory here fet down, we may 
A obferve thefe four things: I. The folly, pride, 
and impiety of Nebuchadnezzar , who fet up this 
golden image, and commanded ail his fubjefts, up¬ 
on pain of death, to worfhip it. Idolatry and fuper- 
ftition are always cruel and extravagant, and in Ne~ 
buebadnczzar we have the picture of haughty, ido¬ 
latrous,, and perfecuting princes. II. We here fee. 
the admirable conftancy and generous relblution of 
the three Hebrews , who, without hefitating, anfwer- 
ed the king, that they chofe rather to be thrown into 
the fiery furnace than to obey his command. This 
is a noble example of faith and conftancy, which 
teaches us, that the fear of men will never induce 
good men to fin againft God. When their duty to 
God is concerned, they do not deliberate what courfc 
to take •, but are always ready, when called' to it, 
boldly to 'expofe their lives for his glory, and in the 
defence of true religion. III. The Chaldeans., who 
caft the three Hebrews into the furnace, were them- 
felves confumed by the flames, and Daniel’s, three 

friends 
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friends were fo miraculoufly preferved by the angel 
of the Lord, that the fire die} not do them the kail 
harm. Thus God punifhed the cruel and idolatrous 
Chaldeans , made them feel the effe&s of his power, 
rendered the miracle ^wrought in behaif of the He¬ 
brews'most vifible and inconteftable, and rewarded 
the zeal and piety of his, fetyants, who ejepofed their 
lives for his fake. St Paul particularly aferibes this 
miraculous deliverance to the faith of Daniel's three 
,friends, when he fays, That by faith they quenched 
tbe'violehce of fire. Let us from hence learn to ac¬ 
knowledge the great efficacy of faith j that God ne¬ 
ver wants power to deliver thole that fuller for his 
fake ; that he fupports his children in their afflictions; 
that he is with them in the greatelt dangers, and gives 
them a happy iffue out of them. Lardy, The zeal 
which Nebuchadnezzar' expreffed for the glory of the 
God whom Daniel worlhipped,*the homage he paid 
him, and his commendation of the faith and ftedfaft- 
nefs of the three Hebrews , Ihould lead us to acknow¬ 
ledge and adore the power of that great God, who 
alone does marvellous things, and who displays his 
power in behalf of thole who. ferve him faithfully 
and put their truft in him. The behaviour of this 
heathen prince Ihould engage chriitian princes and 
magiftrates to honour God, to caufe religion to be 
had in reverence, to reftrain impiety, and not to fuf- 
fer any infults to be offered to the divine majefty..^ 

CHAP. IV. 

T HIS chapter confifts of three parts: I. An ac- 
/ count of a dream, in which king Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar faw a great tree, whole branches were loptoff. 
If, Daniel's interpretation of .the dream, who told 
the king, that he Ihould be driven.from his kingdom, 
and afterwards reftored to it again. III. We lt?e the 

accom- 



G H A P. IV. 417 

.» 

accomplifhment of the dream, and of all that Daniel 
hag foretold. 

Reflections. 

HIS hiftory furnilHes us with many inftru&ions, 
1 I. What happened to Nebuchadnezzar , when he 
was in the height of^his glory, teaches us, that pro- 
fperity is a dangerous ftate j that men eafily fall from 
a ftate of plenty and grandeur into pride and fecurity, 
and that then they are moflrin danger of G<^i’s judge ¬ 
ment ; pride generally going’befbre a fall. II. Ob- 
ferve. That as God had formerly by a dream revealed 
his will to Pharaoh , he was pleated likewile to'reveal 
himfelf to Nebuchadnezzar , informing him what was 
to befal him, by a dream which Daniel interpreted; 
that this prince might confefs that his humiliation pro* 
ceeded from God. Thus God in his lovihg-ki Qdnds 
warns men of their approaching miferies, and teaches 
them how they may avoid them. III. The counfej 
which Daniel gave the king, to break off bis fins 
rightioufnefSy and his iniquities by Jhewing mercy 'to the 
; poor , teaches us to. repair, by ail poiTible riffans,' the 
fins we have .Committed, and that works of*Charity 
have a peculiar efficacy to avert the wrath of God, 
when they proceed from true repentance. IV. Ob- 
ferve the, punishment of Nebuchadnezzar , who was 
driven from his kingdom, deprived of his realbn, and 
rfi&iced to the ftate of a brute; this prince falling into 
a madnefs and deep melancholy, whtefrjnade him 
brutifli, and for q, time rendered him unSp^ihuman 
foeiety. Tj^ifi event, which heathen hiftoriajtomake 
rhifnjfion of, ^ jk difpcnfed by God, as is < 'obft#Vfcd jn 
this chaptef^aSo as the king afterwards •cbnfefied, 
that men might know- that* the almjghty.God ruleth 
*ovef kings i that he does whatfoeyeir ne pleafes; that 
he eirtltsahd Shafts whom hejwilh and-particularly, 
ihathi is juft, and knowhow to humble the proud, 
'Vol. II. • lAi Laftly, 
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Laftly, We have feen how Nebuchadnezzar recovered 
his fenfes, and humbled himjflf, and gave public 
marks of his fear of the true God, ordering all his 
fubje&s to revere him •, and then was reftored to his 
kingdom. Thus we fee, how God’s chaftifements 
bring men to a fenfe of their duty, and procure the 
return of his favour. And Nebuchadnezzar's folemn 
acknowledgment of the majefty and juftice of God, 
teaches the princes and great men of the world their ob¬ 
ligation to worfhip God, and with all their might to 
promote 5is glory. 


CHAP. V. 

K ING Beljbazzar making a great feaft, at the 
time Babylon was befieging by the Medes , and 
profaning the facred vefiels of the temple of Jerufa - 
lem, faw a hand, which wrote upon the wall the de¬ 
cree of his deadi, as Daniel interpreted it. This de¬ 
cree was executed ^immediately, Beljbazzar being 
(lain that very night, and Babylon taken by : Darius . 
By this means the monarchy of the Chaldeans palled 
to the Modes and Perftans , as Darnel and the other 
prophets had foretold. 

Reflections. 

npHE hiliory recorded-in this chapter is very jre- 
1 markable; but what is chiefly to be obfervetf is, 
I. That while king Belfhazzar,vti& making a great 
for his nobles, t giving hin^felLup to mirth, ( and 
oilhonouring the true God, by drinking in the facred 
vcllels of the temple of Jerufalemyjg the honour of 
idbls y Gdd caufed.a hand tAppear writing his con¬ 
demnation : that this p?oi%j$fae)d Daniel's explana¬ 
tion of it, might convince that idolatrous people, that 
the feme God, whofe temple ffebucbaimz%afo the 
qrandfothcr of Beljbazzar+ bad deftroyed, wa/ going 
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to overthrow the empire, of th erCbaldeam. II. The 
very great confufion* and uneafinefs of Beljhazzar at 
the fight of the hand, (hews, that.nothing is more 
weak and timorous than a guilty confidence *, and that 
the divine judgments overtake the ungodly, when 
they think themfelves moft fecure. III. Obferve that 
Daniel reproached the king for not making a better 
ufe of the judgments with which God had chaftifed- 
his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar j for perfifting in his 
pride, and fetting himfelf againft God, profaning, 
the veflels of the temple of Jerufalem , and praifing 
his idols, inftead of giving glory to God. This is.a 
vifible proof of the divine vengeance on thofe whofe 
heart is lifted up with profperity ; on the profane and 
ungodly, who, inftead of reverencing him from 
whom they .gtceive life and breath and all things, 
have the infolence to exalt themfelves againft him; 
And on thofe who do not improve the warnings he 
gives them, the affli&ions he vifits them with, nor 
the examples he fets before their eyes. Laftly, The 
death of Beljhazzar , and the ruinr of the Babylonijb 
empire, which then palled to the Medes and Perfians , 
is an event thp more remarkable, fcs it .had been fore¬ 
told, «not only by Daniel , but by Ifatab, Jeremiah , 
and the other prophets, who had exprefsly foretold 
that Babylon fhoula be taken in the night, .while the 
king and the princes were rejoicing-; which is alio 
confirmed by the writer? pi profane hiftory. This 
hiftory, thereftre, fhould.be looked' upon as a pgosf 
the divine authority ofthe.lacred writings, 
the truth of religion; and'jfooiddTeedus to adore thp- 
.inflate power^and wifdom pf God^Jand the wonders 
„of his providence, vd fe h.wjth.fo much wiidumfc juf- 
r ice, and goodpd*s, diiffts alC-events. 


Dd 2 
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CHAP. VI. 

I. TT\<f 2 V/£L is railed by king Darius to great 
I J honour, at which the great men of the king¬ 
dom being jealous, obtain an cdift to forbid that any 
prayers Ihould be made, for the fpace of thirty days, 
•to any god or man whatever, except to the king. II. 
But Daniel continuing, as ufual to. pray to God pub- 
Jjcly, was accufed of violating the king’s decree, and 
was caft into the den of lions, where.God miraculoufly 
preferved him. III. The king, aftonilhed at the mi¬ 
racle, commands that the God of Daniel fhould be 
worfhipped by all men. 

Reflections. 

'T HERE are feveral very important reflexions 
to be made upon this chapter: I. The fidelity 
with which Daniel ferved king Darius , isfan example* 
for thofe in public ports to difcharge their duty with 
integrity. II. In the decree that Darius publifhed, 
upon the importunity of Daniel* i enemies, we obferve, 
on one hand/ the folly and impiety of a prince who 
defired to b^worfhipped as a god; and on the lot her, 
the evils that arife from envy and jealoufy, and how 
dangerous it istoliften to thofe who make ufe of craft* 
flander and violence, to : 4 eftroy the innocent III. 
We here fee. the zeal of Daml x who bad been religi¬ 
on and devout in the greateft prosperity, and fo coii- 
tidbes, when he is in the'greateft daf%ger on that fery 
account. He is no way intimidated by the king's, 
edkrt} continues to woribip ^js God,. and that pub¬ 
licly, without feariaeythe which he was. ex-* 

pbfed j left, if hejjad done if^fecret, he might be 
thought to tiif!er»t%^his: ) J^i|h, : ''-|nd obey - ',the kings 
command. On. fuch occaiidnsiwe rouft make pub¬ 
lic prefefllon gf our ftdth,;^thpn the letjft diffiaaplai 
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tion, and Without betraying our confciences for fear of 
men. IV. It is to be bbferved, that Darius was 
weak enough to confent to Daniel's death, though he 
thought him innocent. God did not think fit to deli¬ 
ver his fervant by means of king Darius ; buffuffered 
Daniel to be caft into the den of lions, becaufe he de- 
figned to fend his angel to deliver him in a -more glo¬ 
rious rtj'anner. The fcripture fays, that Daniel was 
thus preferred, becaufe innocency was found in him, 
and be believed in bis God. This was a glorious re¬ 
ward of his fidelity, and a furprifing effect of his 
faith, as St Paul obferves in the epiftle to the Hebrews, 
Thus God protects his fervants; if they feem fome- 
times to be forlaken, and part recovery, he at laft 
happily delivers them out of all their trials. V. Ano¬ 
ther reflection to be made is, that the lions had no 
power over Daniel ; but his enemies were devoured 
by -them immediately. This makes the divine pro¬ 
tection of Daniel the more vifible; and thus God 
brings upon finners the evil they defigned for others. 
Laftly, The folemn acknowledgment that king Da¬ 
rius made of the majefty of the true God, engages us 
to.adore thegoodnefs, juttice, and almighty power of 
the Lofd in all things, to publilh his marvellous works, 
and-to admire the ways of his providence, who made 
ufe of this king’s edid, and of Nebuchadnezzar , and 
fevcral other heathen princes, to make himfelf known 
among thole idolatrous nations. Chriftian princes 
ought ferioufly to attend to thefe things, if they would 
not tore thefe idolatrous princes rife up in judgment 
again# them. 

t P. VII. 

rT’l H I "3 chapter contains the vifion which the- 
JlV.* prophet Daniel had of the four beads, and the 
explication which an angel gave him of that vifion 

D d 3 telling 
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telling him, there would be four great empires; and 
that in the time of the fourth, the kingdom of God 
Ihould be eftabli/hed. 

Reflections. 

XftF F. ought to meditate'upon this prophecy with 
” v great attention. This myfterious dteahi which 
God fent to Daniel, -aqd thl angel’s explanation of it, 
•denote tlje very fame tiling as the vifion of the great 
image, mentioned in the fecond chapter of this book ; 
namely, that four great empires fhould fucceedeach 
other; the firft, the empire of the Babylonians', the 
fecond, that of the Medes and Pcrfians , the third, 
the Grecian empire; and the fourth, as was obfeived 
on the fecond chapter, either that of the kings of Sy¬ 
ria and called the Seleuddes and the Lagides, 

or that of the Romans. According to the firft inter¬ 
pretation, that horn, that is, that power which would 
make war againft the Dints, but was to be deftroyed, 
is king Aaiiochus , whp fo cruelly treated the Jews, 
and reduced "them to the utmoft extremities. -If we 
follow the fecond interpretation, that power means An- 
tichrift, who-was to appear in the church, but? whom 
God would deftroy ; after which the kingdom of God 
would be fully manifefted. Thefe piophccies, which 
extend to fo many ages, and foretold fo long before¬ 
hand thefe great revolutions, fhew, that Daniel fpake 
by divme infpi ration; that things to come arc perfect¬ 
ly known to God, and that he rules over all things. 
"We ought principally to acknowledge, fhat among all 
thrte revolutions, God had'jnr view the eftafcflfmng 
his kingdom among men; aref ttpn the famous ; ; o- 
Jjhecy, which foretels that tfie/oji of ^Jan fhould’re¬ 
ceive of < 56 da Vmgdbm and dominion over all things, 
and that- his kingdom fhould have no" end, and that 
the faint* fhould reign’ with him, undoubtedly jcelate 

to 
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to oar Lord Jcfus Chrift ;* and that he has fecured 
eternal glory and perfect, happinefe for all his faints 
and faithful fervants. 


chap.- vm. 


T HIS chapter has two parts. The firft is. The 
vifion that Daniel faw of the ram and of the 
goat, fighting with one another. The' fecond, is the 
interpretation of that .vifion by the angel GSbriel * the 
fubftance of which is, that a king of Javan , that i9, 
of Greece , Ihould averthtow the monarchy of the 
Medes and Peijiam ; as it happened when Alexander the 
great conquered Dartus, the king of Perfta. Then 
the angel declares, that after the death of Alexander, 
there fhould arife four horns; which fignified, that 
his empire Ihould be divided into four chief kingdoms; 
and that out of one of them there fhould arife a king, 

5 roud and cruel, who would giitvoufly perfecute the 
ews, and caufc the fervice 01 God to ceafe for the 
fpace’of-three years and a half; but that he fhould at 
iaft be dfcftroyed. This was Antiocbus Epipbanes , king 
of Syria. 


RjStpC'TIONS. 

HpHE prophecy contained in this chapter has been 
^ # fully eccomplifhed, and by the event is made fo 
clear, that there remains not the leaft obfcurity in it. 
The empire of the Medes apd Perjians was railed to a 
great height, but was'deftroyed by Alexander the great, 
who conquered Qarius king of Pcrfia. The monar¬ 
chy of Alexander wftS after his death divided into 
four principal kingdoms} and from one’of them, 
wbi?h was that of Syria , rofe up Antiocbus , ftrnamed 
the Iltuftrious*,. wl)d cryeily perfecuted the Jews, and 
made divine fervice to ceafe for tluee years and a half; 

D d 4 * after 
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after which the Jews were delivered from that perfecu- 
tion, the temple was purified, and Antioehm felt the 
effe&s of the divine vengeance. From this it indis¬ 
putably follows, that Daniel, who told lb long before¬ 
hand all thefe events, 'was divinely infpired. To this 
general reflexion, which lb evidently proves the truth 
of religion, We muft add one particular confideration; 
which is, that God was pleafed to reveal all thefe 
things to Daniel, and make known to him what great 
xniferies Antiocbus would bring upon the Jews, but 
that theylhould be delivered from the tyranny of that 
prince. It was neceflary the Jews Ihould be warned of 
this, that when this periecution came upon them, they 
might with conrtancy bear up under it. This engages 
us to v C 3 hfider, that God, whofe providence governs 
all things, over-rules in a particular manner the events 
whiclj'Qpncern the church •, helbmetimes permits it to 
be ffijafe fled For a while, but never quite forfakes it, 
and an$|y$ fets bounds to the malice of perfecutors. 
Tartly, We ought to pray, that as the.fan&uary was 
formerly cleaqfed from the abominations introduced 
by Anticcbus, God would alfo purify his church, and 
purge duefrtianity from the many pollutions which pre¬ 
vail in it. 


CHAP. IX. 

T HIS chapter contains two things: I. An excel¬ 
lent prayer, in which Darnel confefles the fins 
of the Jews, and implores the mercy,of God upon 
theip. jl I. A tnut remarlwbfe prophepy, (hewing, 
.that from the reftoration of Jerufalem, to the co,ming[ 
of the Mefliah, there would hC* f&venty weeks of 
years, that is four hundred apd ninety years. We 
ffce likewife in thitprophecy,, that the Mefliah was^to 
die* that the wou(d take and deftroy Jeru¬ 

falem, 
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falem , and caufe a general defolation throughout all 
the country of the Jews. 

R e f l ? c t 10 n s. 

D ANIEL'S ‘prayer is an excellent pattern of that 
humility with which-we fliould acknowledge and 
contefs our' fins before God, efpecially in calamitous 
times. We learn in this prayer, that the fins of men 
kindle the wrath of God againft them.; and "that the 
way to appeafe it, is to betake ourfelfres to die mercy 
of God, with a fincere repentance and reformation of 
our lives. Daniel's prayer ,for the reftoration of Je~ 
ru falem- Snd the temple, fhews, th^t it is-the duty of 
all the Fincere members of die cKurdhto be con¬ 
cerned for it, and to offer-up continual and devout 
prayers for its profperity. The prophecy of the fe- 
venty weeks, is one of the moft exprefs prophecies in 
all the old Teftament: it clearly determines the time 
that was to pafs between the decree for rebuilding 
Jernfalem , and the death of the Meffiah. The angel 
who fpake to Daniel fays, the time was to bg four 
hundred and ninety years, to be reckoned; from the 
decree made in favour of the Jews by Artaxerxes, 
firnanaed Lpngimanus. This prophecy exprefsly de¬ 
clares, that at the end of this term the Mefliah lhould 
come; that he would make an atonement for fm by 
his death* that he would eftablifh and confirm the 
covenant.pf Gpd with men; and that afterwards the 
Romans fhould come and dcftroy the city-and tem¬ 
ple of Jerufalem, All thefe things have Been cxa&ly 
■ fulfilled at the time and iq the manner foretold, as 
we affe moft certainly informed by hiftor y. Thus we 
have in this prophecy an immovable fupppit of our 
faith, as it proves beyond contradi&kMT the divine 
futhority of the holy fcriptures^ and the truth of the 
chrift&h religion jfhewing, irt the cleafeft manner, 
(hat Jefus is the promifcd Meffiah, who has redeemed 
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os by his death, and fittingly.engaging us to believe in 
him as our Saviour, and to fubmit to the'dodfrines 
which he preached. 

C H* A P. X. 

T IlIS chapter and the two following contain 
’a revelation made to Daniel ; the cJefign of 
Which was to inform hirn what was to befal the Jews, 
from the reign of Cyrus king of Perfia, to the end 
’ of the'peafecution. In this chapter Daniel relates a 
Villon of an angel that appeared to him in the fhape 
of a man clothed in linen 5 the fright which the vi- 
flon caufech, .and how the angel comforted him, .and 
prepared him to heaf the things he had to tell him. 

R e fle c t 1 o N.S. 

f~\ F what the angel faid to Daniel in this chapter 
v ‘ / this is the fum \ that the prayers, of that pro¬ 
phet in behalf of the Jews had been heard ; but that 
the kings of Perjia, would oppofe them; that the Jews 
Woulfl be eroded in their defign .of building the temple; 
that, neverthelefs, God would protect them •, that the 
prince df Javan, or of the .Greeks, that is, Alexander 
the great, would come againfl the Perjians ; and that 
the principal angels, fuch as he who talked with Da¬ 
niel , and Michael the afthangel, would be employed 
by God to defend and aflift the Jews, and to ftreng- 
thefi the kings who were for the Jews, as, at the be- 
ginning of the following chapter, the angel who Here 
fpeaks is laid to have ftrengthned king Darius. 
1. The affliction and facing of Daniel , who mourned 
for three weeks, fhoaid be cdttfidered as the effect of 
his 2eal‘for the reftoration of *he Jews j it being the 
character of pious and fce&lods perfons to affliCt tliem- 
lelve* when the glory of God In obftruCted, -and to 
offer up ptfeyers-fdr the peace and profperity* of the 
chpreh. II. We here fee how much God loves thofe 

. who 
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who fear him, and ferve Him faithfully j and how 
great regard he has to their prayers and to their grief. 
This evidently appears, from the vifion of the angel 
who was fentto Daniel , and the kind manner in which 
he fpake to him? affuring.him'that he was acceptable 
to God, and that his prayers had been heard. III. 
What .the angel faid to Daniel , that he had laboured 
and fought tor the Jews* againft thofe who fought 
their ruin, is d proof of God’s care of his church, and 
that he protects it in the worft of times, and finds 
means to deliver it. This (hews too, that C?od makes 
ufe of- the miniftry of angels, to execute his defigns, 
and for the good of thofe he is pleafed to bjefs. ’ But 
what ought'to fill us with the greateft confidence is, 
that Jefus Cbrift, the head anting of the church, 
watches over it continually, and'difplays his power in 
its behalf. 


CHAP. XI. 

T H E angel goes, on fpeaking to Daniel , and re¬ 
vealing to him things to come. This prophecy 
h^s three parts. I. It points out the end of the Per- 
fian empire, and the eftablifhment of the Grecian mo¬ 
narchy by Alexander the great. II. The dividing of 
that monarchy after his death, and the wars that were 
to be between the k|pgs of Egypt and the kings of 
Syria. IIL The reign of dntiocbus ki\}g of Syria , 
his wars with the king of Egypt ^ and particularly Bis 
perfection of the Jews, his attempt to abolifii the di¬ 
vine worfliip, and let up idolatry; and laftly, the de- 
ftru&ion of that impious and cruel prince. 


Rbb&ections. 


Y FI l£ fehfe and fubflance of this chapter is this: 
* Thitf'there would be three kings'in Perfia after 
Cyrus who then reigned > that after theft would arife 

a pow- 
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a powerful prince, namely Xerxes •, that Altxander the 
great would come and dedroy the Perfian empire \ that 
after his death his kingdom lhould be divided, and 
out of it two principal ones be formed j namely, the 
kingdom of Syria, called in this chapter the king¬ 
dom df the north; and that of Egypt, called the king¬ 
dom of the Couth: that thefc two ‘kingdoms, lhould 
make war upon each other) that among the kings of 
Syria, there fhould be one who would ufurpthe king¬ 
dom by artifice, which was Antiocbus Epxpbants -, that 
this King would be ieveral times at war with the king 
of Egypt', would perfecute the Jews, put great num¬ 
bers of them to death, and profane the temple of Je- 
rufalem •, but that the Jews would refill him, and re¬ 
cover their liberty sffthat this Antiocbus would plunder 
the temples, would, make another expedition into 
Egypt ; and that after this God would bring him to 
his end. Thougjh this chapter is attended with obfcu- 
rity to thole who are unacquainted with ancient hiftory, 
yet ought not the reading of it to be negle&ed; fince 
it is one of the clearell and mod circumftamial pro¬ 
phecies in the Old Tedament. It comprifes the hif¬ 
tory pf about four hundred years, and in the hiflori- 
ans of thole times we meet with an cxad account of 
the erepts here predi&ed. This chapter is therefore 
very remarkable; furnilhing us with the mod evident 
and convincing proofs imaginable of the divine autho¬ 
rity of the fcriptures, and prefenting us with feveral 
particular refledions on the revolutions and wars that 
happen in the world, on the defigns of providence in 
thefc various events, on the periecutions to which the 
church is expofed, the deliverance vouchfafed by God, 
and the tragical end, which is ufuaily the fate of ty¬ 
rannical and perfccuting princes! * 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

T HIS chapter is a fequel of the prophecy con¬ 
tained in the foregoing. The angel who -fpake 
to Daniel .here defcribes two things: I. “The deliver¬ 
ance that God" would grant to his people, and the 
glorious reward he would beftow upon thofe that had 
been periecuted by Antiochus. II. The .continuance 
•of that perfection, which was to be three years-and 
•an half. 

Reflections. 

VU F. are to -pbferve from this 'chapter, I. That 
v ' God has always beep the defender of his church, 
and that he has protected it, when it was afiaulted 
with the greateft violence. Of this we have a proof 
in what is here faid, that Michael the archangel 
fhould take the part of the Jews; and in the glorious 
deliverance God vouchfafed them, after they had been 
cruelly periecuted by Antiochus. II. Thefe words 
deferve our ferious attention; Many of them that 
fleep in the duft of the earth Jball awake, fome to ever- 
lafttng life, and fome to fhame and everlafting contempt . 
As this promife related to the zealous Jews, who 
(hould defend the caufe of religion,' and fuffer death 
under the perfecution^of Antiochus ; fo we cannot 
doubt but thefe words relate likewife to the refurrec- 
tion of the dead 1 , and to the difference that (hall be 
made in the life to come between the righteous and 
the wicked. This ts the doftrine which Jefus Chrift 
has taught us more clearly in the gofpel, and in, 
terms not unlike. thofe of Daniel i III. When the 
angel fays, that the wife Jews, who fhould figna- 
life.-their fidelity in time.of perfection, fhould be 
crowned with extraordinary glory i this, which de¬ 
fer m to be well confidered, fhould inipire us with 

great 
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great zeal in promoting the . glory of God, eVen at 
the hazard of our lives, and in contnbutirfg all that 
is in our- power to the edification and falvation of 
others.* Laftly, When we confide?, that the time of 
the pprfecQtion of Antmbus , and the number of the 
days it was*to laft, are here fo exprefsly dcfcribed, 
we may infer from hence, that God keeps times in 
his own power*, that he has fet bounds? which wick¬ 
ed men and the enemies of his glory (haU not pafs ; 
and that what die has reiolved, (hall .always come , to* 
pafs at the time, and in the manner that he'has de¬ 
creed. Thefe are? for the church in general, and for 
every particular believer^ powerful rtotiyes to truft 
in God, even id 4 times of moft feyere trial; to rely 
on his providence, and to wait with patience in 
the difchargingof"their duty till his decrees be ac- 
complilhed. 


ftht End of the Bock of the Prophet' Daniel. 
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BOOK 

Of tfoe Prophet 

H O S E A. 


ARGUMENT. 

Hofca, the firfl of the twelve minor prophets , was fent 
to foretel the ruin of the kingdom of the ten tribes, 
as Well.as of the kingdom of Judah. He alfo fore¬ 
told the return of the Jews , and the calling of the 
Gentiles •, and propbefted about fourfcore years. 

chap, i, ir, in. 

I N the threefirft chapters, Hcfea reprefents,under 
the emblem of a i larriage with a whorilh woman, 
and of children born of her, that the Iffaelites 
were fallen into' idolatry; that God to punifh them 
would call them off, and reduce them to the utmoft 
inifery; that, neverthelefs, he would have pity on 
them, and receive them again into covenant. 

Reflections on chap. • I, II, III. 

W E m?y in general obferve on this prbphecy, 
the greit goodnefs of God who tent Hofea 
and other prophets to the people of the ten tribes 
to recover them from the idolatry which was efta- 

blilhed, 
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blilhedin their kingdom, ;and to exhort them to re¬ 
pentance. . What we read at'the beginning of this 
book, looks like a real hiftory, and gives fome room 
to imagine, that //q/foaftually marHed ^ wofnan who 
had-led a dilorderly life, but did not '^H; in it; and 
it may be faid, that marrying her by GffiP’ commandJ 
he a&ed lawfully in fo doing. ' However, as fuch a 
marriage feems not confiftent with decency, elpecially 
in a prophet,, we may confider it as a parable and al¬ 
legory. The prophets often relate things, Whifch 
palled onfy in a vifion, or in a figure, as if they had 
really happened; which we have feveral exprels in- 
ftances of in their writings: and the name of the wo¬ 
man which Hofea is faid to marry, and the other cir- 
• cumftances mentioned, do not prove it to be a real 
hiftory*, any more than we may conclude, that the 
parable of the wicked rich man is not a parable, be- 
caufe the name of Lazarus is mentioned in it, and the 
rich man is faid to have had five brethren. By what 
Hdfca here relates, God defigned to ihew, that the If 
raelites had forfaken his fervice to worihip idols, as 
the adulterous woman forfakes her hulband. The 
name of Jczreel, which is given to the firft fon that 
was born, Signified, that God would punilh the fa¬ 
mily of fa king of Ifrael , for the idolatry and 
other fins* of that, prince and, his fucceflors.. This 
threatning was executed; Zecbat'tab , the fon of Je¬ 
roboam the fecond, in whole reign Hofea prophelied, 
being the laft king of the defendants of Jehu, The 
fecond child- was a daughter, named Lorubamab % 
which name fignified, that God would, ho longer have 
compaflion on the Israelites , but that they Ihould 
feel die eftecls of his vengeance j which alfo came to 
‘ pals.' The* name of the third was Loatnmi. , which 
meanf, that the IfraeHles were no more the peo¬ 
ple of God. After this, Hofea forctels the cala¬ 
mities that were going to fall upon the Jews, for 
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the pu rudiment of their idolatry, However, God 
declares, that he ftill entertained fcntiments of love 
for that people; and that after he had punifhed them, 
he would have pity on them, and they Ihould be con¬ 
verted. This is the meaning and defign of thefe chap¬ 
ters ; wherein we have a lively reprefentation of the 
infidelity of thofe who break their covenant with God, 
and of the divine vengeance on them as well as of 
his mercy on thole who with true repentance turn un¬ 
to him. 


CHAP. IV. 

I. T T 0 SEA declares that God, provoked by the 
Jr"! many abominations which prevailed in the 
kingdom of Ifrael y even among the priefts, and par¬ 
ticularly by idolatry, which is here called adultery, 
would fljortly deftroy that kingdom. II. He exhorts 
the men of Judah not to imitate tire ten tribes in 
their idolatry, and in the impieties committed at- Gil- 
gal and Bethel. 

Reflections. 

T T appears from this chapter that in the time of 
A Hof'a the kingdom of Ifrael was filled with impiety, 
injuftice, diflolutenefs,, and all manner of wickedneis; 
that even the priefts themfelves were extreamly cor¬ 
rupted ; and that this general depravity would foon 
■expofe the Ifraeiites , as it happened when they were 
deftroyed by, the king of AJJyria , and carried into his 
land. Thefe reproofs and thefe threatnings teach 
us, that when there is no fear of God in any country, 
when fins multiply therein, and are committed without 
reftraint, and men cannot be reduced to a fenfe of 
their duty, God withdraws his prote&ion from them, 
and vifits them with his judgments. The exhortations 
which Hofca add relied • to the Jews of Ju.l.ih, to 
Vol. 11. Ke. avoid 
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avoid falling into the fins and idolatry of the men of 
Ifrael , fiiew us, that thofe whom God has particu¬ 
larly honoured with the knowledge of himfelf, ought 
not to imitate the wicked in their diforders; but on the 
contrary, keep Ihviolably to their duty, if they defire 
to efcape his nioft fevere judgments. 

CHAP. V. 

I. T T OSEA reproves the priefts, the magiftrates, 
JljL and the princes of Ifrael, for being the occa- 
fion of the fins of the people, and of their ruin. II. 
He declares,. that God would have no regard to the 
facrifices of the Jews; but would deftroy them all, 
both thofe of Ephraim , that is, of the kingdom of If¬ 
rael , and thofe of Judah ; and that the aid of the 
king of AJfyria would not fecure them frpm the evils 
that were coming upon them. 

Reflection*. 

W HAT is remarkable in this chapter is, I. That 
the corruption and ruin of the people proceed 
commonly from their fpiritual and temporal guides', 
when they negleft to do their duty, and break the 
laws of religion and juftice. II. That God does not 
accept the external fervice that is paid him by hypo¬ 
crites and ungodly men, who provoke him with their, 
fins. III. That it is in vain to have recourfe to men, 
when God is not on our fide,, and that there is no way 
to appeafe him, when we have offended him, but by 
confefling our fins and turning unto him by fincere 
repentance. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I. T T OS E A exhorts the Ifraelites to be converted, 
JL X an( ^ promifes them, that if they did truly re* 
penr, God would have pity on them, and reftore 
them. II. He reproaches the ten tribes for their in^ 
fincerity in their devotions-, and tells them, that was 
the reafon God threatned by his prophets to de- 
ftroy them. III. He complains, that inftead of be¬ 
coming acceptable to God by their obecfience, they 
broke his covenant, and gave themfelves up, both 
priefts and people, to all manner of wickednefs, and 
elpecially to idolatry. 

Reflections. 

HP HT S chapter teaches us, I. That when God 
x threatens or p.unilhes men, they cannot avert or 
appeafe his wrath, without a fpeedy and fincere return 
to their duty. II. That piety and repentance, which 
foon pafles away, and Joes not produce a fteady refor¬ 
mation, is ufelels and unprofitable. III. That what 
God.rcquires and delights in above all things is, that 
men ihould know and fear him that they ihould ex- 
ercife mercy and charity. This is exprefied in thefe 
words of Hofea , which our Saviour quotes in the gof- 
pel : / dejired mercy , and not /aerifies ; and the know¬ 
ledge of Gcd, more than burnt-effaings. The end of 
this chapter teaches us, chat when thole, whom God 
has received into covenant, tmtd'grcfs, and fan .nto 
unbelief, God deprives them of his favour arid pro- 
teflion, and makes them a public example: This the 
1/ra lites experienced, as Ihfea and the other prophets 
had thieatned them. 


£e 2 
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CHAP. VII. 

G OD complains here, I. That at the time he 
would have brought back Ephraim , that is to 
fay, the Ifraelites of the ten tribes, from their idolatry 
and other fins, they ftill perfifted in them. II. That 
their kings and princes were the firft to draw the peo¬ 
ple into rebellion ; and that for this reafon they Ihould 
be confumed by the fire of God’s wrath, and become 
a prey to ftrangers. III. God declares, that it would 
be in vain for them to feek afliftance from the Egyp¬ 
tians or JJJyrians. IV. He reproaches them for not 
being fincere in their converfion when he had chaff- 
ned them* 


Reflections. 

VX7' E are to obferve here, I. That as the Ifraelitfs 
V did obftinately perfift in their fins, though God 
endeavoured to reclaim them, fo men often Hy from 
God, and offend him more refolutely, at the time 
when he feeks to call them to him. II. That the de¬ 
pravity of the people ufually proceeds from the bad 
example of thofe that govern them, who infedt them, 
andexpofe them to a total deftrudtion. III. That it 
is in vain to have recourfc to human means, when 
God is not on our fide ; and that he even makes ufc 
of thole very means to punifh thole who put their truft 
in them; as the Jews found by experience, who ex- 
pedted to meet with affiftancefrom the Egyptians, and 
were punilhed by thofe very people. Laftly, The 
Jews, who cried and groaned under the prclfure of 
their afflidtions, but did not turn to God, are like ma¬ 
ny among Chriflians, who complain and grieve in 
time of aciverfity, and feem to fly to God, but are not 
touched with true repentance, their furrow being no- 
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thing but a worldly forrow, and not producing a fin- 
cere reformation. 

C H A P. VIII. 

I. HIS chapter contains more threatnings, de- 
I' nounced by God againft the Ifraelites of the 
ten tribes, becaufe they had rebelled againft him, by 
fettingup other kings, than thefe of the houfe of Da¬ 
vid i and by fubftituting idolatry, and thtf worfhip of 
the golden calves, inftead of the true fervice of God ; 
and by leeking affiftance from the Syrians. II. The 
prophet declares that the Ifraelites , for thefe and all 
their fins, were near their deftrudion, and that after 
them the Jews of the kingdom of Judah fhould 
likewile be rooted out. 


Reflections. 

r p 11E chief reflection to be made upon Hofea’s re- 
proaches of the Ifraelites for their revolting from 
the obedience they owed to God, and forfaking his 
covenant and fervice, is, that we cannot leave the wor¬ 
fhip that God requires of us, without expofing our- 
felves to his moft fevere vengeance. Upon which we 
are to obfcrve, that it is not only by idolatry that men 
forfake God, but that they may do this by not paying 
him the true worfhip he requires of us, which is to 
ferve him with a pure heart, to love him above all 
things, and to obey him. If therefore the Ifraelites 
were punifhed fo fevcrely for their idolatry, Chriftians 
who rebel againft God and difobey the .laws of Jefus 
Chrift, have rcafon to expect punilhments much more 
fevere. 


Ee ? 
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CHAP. IX. 

T H E fubftance of this chapter is, I. That the 
Israelites , becaufe they had forfaken God to 
ferve idols, fliould be driven out of their own land, 
and difperfed in Egypt and Aff\ria ; and that their fa- 
crifices were rejected. II. That their deftru&ion, 
when it came upon them, would fliew, that falte pro¬ 
phets had deceived them. III. That they were as 
corrupt as the IfraAites of Gibeab formerly were; and 
that the idolatries long committed in their land, par¬ 
ticularly at Gi/gal , would bring upon them and their 
children a defolation which they would never reco¬ 
ver from. 

• Reflections. 

T E T us ferioufly confider what happened former- 
■ a ~ / ly to the Ifraelites for torfaking the true fervice of 
God, embracing an idolatrous religion and falfe wor- 
ihip, and giving heed to falfe prophets rather than 
to the prophets of the Lord. This people, whom 
God had fo much loved, and with whom he had 
made a covenant, were deprived of his protection 
and the privileges they enjoyed, and difperfed among 
ft range nations. Thus we fee what .ingratitude to¬ 
wards God, and unfaithfulnefs in his fervice, expole 
men to: God at laft rejects thofe who will not hear his 
voice, and after he has fpared them for a long while, 
vilits them for their wickednefs, and executes the 
judgments he’ had denounced againft them. 


C H A P. X. 

T HE fubftance of this chapter is, that becaufe 
the Jftyelitcs had perfifted in their idolatry, and 
:heir other fms, and had even increafed them more 

and, 
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and more, they fhould be carried away from their 
country j that Samaria , which was their capital city, 
fhould be taken, with its king; and that God would 
bring againft them a people who fhould reduce them 
to the utmoft defolation. For the right underftanding 
of this chapter, it muft be obferved, that Ephraim 
fignifies the Israelites of the ten tribes that Bethel , 
or Betbaven, was the place where they worfhipped 
idols^ that the Calves, or the young heifers, were the 
idols they worfhipped in that place; and that the C M- 
marim were the priefts who facrificed to* thofe fall'e 
gods. 


Reflections. 

Q N this, as well as on the other chapters of this 
book, it is to be remarked, that all thofe mile- . 
ries which Hofea and the other prophets had de¬ 
nounced againft the Ifraelites, overtook them when 
Salmanejer came and deftroyed Samaria , and carried 
the ten tribes into Affyria. Their total ruin, there¬ 
fore, is to be attributed to their idolatry and impeni¬ 
tence ; fince, inftead of forfaking their fins, they in- 
c re a led them more and more. In this example every 
one may fee that God is juft, and that he will not 
fuller the contempt of his covenant to go unpunifhed. 
And, when we hear the prophets frequently, reproach¬ 
ing the Jew's for their idolatry, and denouncing the 
divine vengeance againft them for it, we fhould re- 
member,' that to break the commandments of God, 
and to turn our heart from him to bellow it upon the 
world, is to be guilty of a kind of idolatry, which is 
not lefs odious to him in Chriftians, than that which 
Hofea complained of was in the Jews; and which lie 
will not fail to punilh, by excluding from his prclence 
and from his kingdom thole who become guilty 
of it. 


Fe 4 
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CHAP. XI. 

T H E prophet reprefents to the Jews of the ten 
tribes, that notwithftandirig the kindnefs God 
had fhewn to their fathers, in bringing them out of 
Egypt , and all that he had done to draw them to him, 
they had forfaken him, and were fallen into idolatry 
agd all kind of fins ; which would caufe God m de¬ 
liver them to the king of /tjfyria. However, the 
Lord teftifies, that he was moved with companion to¬ 
wards, them becaufe they were his people, and there¬ 
fore promifed he would not deftroy them utterly, but 
would bring them again from their difperfion. 

lv*E FLECTIONS. 

I. P O D reproaches the Jews for making fo ill a 
return for his love to them and to their fathers, 
and for the mercies he had conferred on them •, which 
is a warning to us, not to be ungrateful to the Lord 
for all his kindntfies; and efpecially for his fpiritual 
favours, which are infinitely more valuable than thofc 
he had bellowed upon the Jews. II. blofea here 
teaches us, that God draws men and endeavours to 
unite them to him with the cords of love that is to 
fay, by kind and gentle means, before he makes ufe 
of feverity againft them. III. We fee the great good- 
i;cfs of God towards the guiity Jews, in his declaring, 
that he could not refolve to deftroy the IfraelUes -, that 
lu: was moved with companion towards them ; that 
after he had chaftned them, he would have pity on 
them. God is always merciful towards men, fparing 
them when he punilhes them, and returns with his fa¬ 
vour and loving-kindnpfs, as foon as the afflidtion has 
humbled them and brought them again to their duty. 


C II A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

I. T T O S.E A complains, that the Ifraelites of the 
£ ten tribes had let up' idolatrous worfhip, 
whillt the worfhip God had prefcribed was obferved 
in the kingdom of Judab ; and he threatens likewiie 
the men of Judah for falling into idolatry, in imi¬ 
tation of the ten tribes. II. He reminds the Ifrae¬ 
lites of the bleflings God had conferred on their father 
Jacob and his pofterity,. in bringing them out of 
Egypt, and leading therrTthrough the wilderncfs 5 but 
reproaches them for the ungrateful returns they had 
made for all the mercies they had received, and for 
provoking him by their worfhip of idols. 

Reflections. 

r p H E defign of diis chapter was to put the Jews 
in mind of * , hor ingratitude and infidelity to¬ 
wards God, who had not ceafed to fhower his favours 
upon them, in order to bring them to a fenfe of their 
duty. This fhould remind us of the ineftimable blefs- 
ings ("Jod has vouchfafed us, in giving us the know¬ 
ledge of himfelf, and redeeming us by his fon ; and 
fhould make us fenfible how great our guilt muft be, 
and how feverely our ingratitude will be punilhed, if 
we make not a fuitable return lor I'o many benefits. 
Thofe words of the prophet deferve a ferious attention, 
where he fays-, Jacob had power over the angel, and 
p-mailed, when fee u-ept, and nude application unto 
him. The example of this patriarch teaches us, that 
God will refufe nothing to thole who call upon him 
with humility and perfeverance ; and that the way to 
obtain the blefiing of God, is to adhere to him by 
faith, and a finccre defire of his grace and blefiing. 


C li A P. 
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C H A P. XIII. 

I. T T OS E A fays, that the people of Ephraim , 
X”1 that is, the Jews of the ten tribes, were for¬ 
merly very powerful, and a terror to their enemies; 
but that.fince .their idolatry and difobedience againlt 
God, who had brought them out of Egypt and 
blefied them, they had expofed themfelves to his 
■wrath. II. He foretels, .that their kingdom fliould 
be deftroyed, and that Samaria , their capital city, 
Ihould be laid wafte j whereas, had they continued 
faithful to their God, he would have fecured them 
from all thefe misfortunes. 

Reflections. 

r T' HIS chapter engages us to refledfc on what for- 
merly befel the ■ JJraeiites , §pr making fo ill a re¬ 
turn for the divine favours towards them, and abuf- 
ing his patience and mercies. God, who had been 
their protestor, and the protettor of their fathers, de¬ 
clared againft them, and caufed them to be deftroyed 
by the / Ijfyrians . Let us from hence learn to acknow¬ 
ledge, that men bring upon themfelves all the evil that 
befals them. The Lord is full of kindnefs, and has 
only merciful intentions towards them ; but when they 
return his favours with ingratitude, and are infenfible 
of his Jong-fuffering, they lofe their (hare in his love, 
and at laft feel his levereft vengeance. 


C H A P. XIV. 

I. np HI- prophet exhorts the people of I (rati to 
X fly to God by repentance, n<< to put their 
truft in !_t' e AJJhi.un , and to renounce the worlhip 

- of 
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of idols. II. He promifes a return of the divine fa¬ 
vour to thofe who Ihould be converted. 

Reflections. 

Hp I II S laft chapter of Hofta contains thefe two 
inftrudtions: I. That when we have offended 
God, and fallen into rebellion, we muft recover by a 
* fpeedy converfion, by having*recourfe to his mercy, 
and making promifes of amendment, and by ferving 
him faithfully. II. That God is always diipofed to 
receive into favour thofe that repent, and tp do them 
good after he has chaftifed them. Qod’s promifes 
of pardon to the Jfraeliles, Ihewed what would hap¬ 
pen to thofe among them who were recalled into 
their own country with the other Jews who returned- 
from Babylon ■, that God would blefs them, and they 
Ihould for ever renounce the worfhip of idols. The 
ufe we are to make of the example of that people, 
and of the warnings contained in this prophecy, is* 
exprefled in the laft words of this book: IVbo is wife , 
and be Jhall underjtand thefe things ? prudent , and be 
fall know them ? For the ways of the Lord are right , 
and the juft Jhall walk in them *, but the tranfgt effort 
Jhall fall therein. 


Fhe End of the Book of the Prophet Hose a. 
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BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

J O E L. 


A II G U M ENT. 

Joel propbefted in the kingdom of Judah; but we do 
not know exablly at what time. The occafton of bis 
prophecy is an extraordinary drought and famine 
which happened in that kingdom. He exhorts the 
Jews to humiliation and repentance -,j he' hkewife 
fortels their return from the JBabyloniih captivity j 
and what was to happen in the lafl days, when the 
Meffiab Jhottld come. 

C H A P. I. 

J OEL here deferibes the defolation to which Ju¬ 
dea was fhortly to be reduced, by drought, by 
vermin, and by famine ; and exhorts the‘people 
to humble themfelvcs before God, and to have re- 
courfe to his mercy by prayer and repentance. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

r "P II E famine with which the Jews were vifited 
. in the time of Joel, Ihould be confidercd in thefe 
two lights; frit, as a challifeinont from God on that 
people j and lccondly, as a forerunner of the def¬ 
lation 
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lation which fhe Babylonians would caufe in Judea ; 
whereupon we may make two reflections. I. That 
God has feveral ways of chaftifing men : He fome- 
times puniflies guilty nations by drought, by ver¬ 
min, by barrennefs, and by famine, as it happened 
formerly to the kingdom of Judah. II. That when 
God fends any of thefe fcourges, we mull betake our- 
felves to him by falling, humiliation, and earned 
prayer, and endeavour to prevail upon him by a fin- 
cere repentance, left ftill heavier judgments overtake 
us. By this means temporal calamities are lometimes 
averted but we are fure thereby to obtain pardon of 
fins, and deliverance from the miferies of the foul, 
and. the punilhments of the life to come. 

CHAP. VI. 

T HIS chapter has three parts: I. Joel defcribes, 
in a figurative manner, the calamities that were 
to fall upon the Jews, by famine, by vermin, and by 
the Chaldeans. II. He exhorts rhem all to humble 
themfelves, particularly the priefts, and to tarn away 
the anger of the Lord by a folemn fait, and by 
prayer ^ which if they did, he allures them God would 
have compaffion on them. Ill; He adds a very exprefs 
prophecy concerning the return from the captivity, 
and the gifts of the holy Ghoft, which Jefus Chrift 
was to beftow upon men after his afcenfion into hea¬ 
ven, and before the laft dcftru&ion of Jo uplem. 

Reflection’ s. 

W* may learn from this chapter, as well as the 
former, I. That.famine, war, and other ca¬ 
lamities, are the effects of God’s juft ice, and the me¬ 
thods he ules tor the punifhment of men. II. When 
God appears provoked, we mult endeavour to pacify 
his wrath by prayer and falling •, but that the true 

manner 
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manner-of humbling ourfelves by falling, is, to have 
the heart broken with real forrow, and to be convert¬ 
ed to God by a fincere reformation. This is a ge¬ 
neral duty; but the prophet’s particular addrefs to 
the priefts, (hews, that this is, in a peculiar manner, 
the duty of the minifters of religion. III. We have 
here very pofitive promifes, that God would redeem 
his people •, that he would pour out his fpirit upon all 
flelh in the latter days and thaf then all who Ihould 
call upon the name of the Lord Ihould be faved. This 
promife relates to the times of thegolpel; and was 
fulfilled when our Lord fent the holy Ghoft upon 
his apofiles, after his afcenfion into heaven; as St 
Peter fhews in the fecond chapter of the Afts * and 
this promife is executed in behalf of all the faithful 
who live under the new’covenant ■, fince God pours 
his holy fpirit into their hearts, and gives falvation to 
all luch as call upon his name; which Ihould lead us 
to celebrate the divine mercy towards us, and to 
make a due improvement of all the fpiritual blcffings 
which he lb plentifully bellows upon us in his church. 

C II A P. III. 

J OEL foretels, that God would bring the Jews 
again after their captivity into their own country •, 
that he would take vengeance upon their enemies for 
their cruelty and injuliicc towards them, would de¬ 
liver his people, and blefs them abundantly. 

Reflections. 

r P H E promifes contained in this chapter, # where- 
by God had engaged to bring again the captive 
Jews into their own country,' and to. punilh the ido¬ 
latrous nations who had afflicted them, were fulfill¬ 
ed, when the Jews returned from their captivity at 
Babylon-, and the Edomites , Egyptians and Babyla * 

nians. 
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mans, who had fo greatly afflifted the people of God, 
felt the divine vengeance. We here fee, that God is 
faithful to his promifes, and that his covenant with 
his people ftandeth fure •, that whence appears moll: 
angry with them, he ftill preferves his love and kind- 
nel's towards them. Laftly, We here obferve the care 
God takes in preferving, prote&ing, and defending 
his church, againft^he power and malice of its ene¬ 
mies. Thefe promifes are likewife applicable to the 
chriftian church in a fenfe ftill more perfect; and it 
is in this light that we are to confider them, and to 
meditate upon them, for our edification and com¬ 
fort. 


The End of the Book of the Prophet -Jo e l. 
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BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

AMOS. 


ARGUMENT. 

God fent the prophet Amos, who was a Jhepherd, to 
exhort the Jews of Ifrael and Judah to repentance ; 
to denounce his judgments agair.fl them ; and at the 
fame time to foretel the deliverance of the people of 
God, and the coming of jfcfus Cbrijl. ‘The time in 
which Amos prophejied , is noted at the beginning of 
his booh. 

CHAP. I. 

G OD fays, that he was going to punidi the 
Syrians, Philijlines , Tyrians, Edomites, Mo¬ 
abites, and Ammonites, becaufe of their crimes, 
and the evils they had done to the Jews. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

C\ N this chapter we are to confider, that all thfe 
^ people here mentioned, felt the effects of the 
threatnings denounced again ft them by Arnos and 
the other prophets* and that God punifhed them, 
by means of‘the Affyrians, for their pride and injul- 
tice, and the cruelties they had excrcifed againft the 

Jews, 
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Jews *, whereby we fee, that God is juft and true in 
his threatnings, and revenges the injuries done to the 
innocent, and efpecially to his church. 

CHAP. II. 

I.' A MOS denounces the ruin of the Mo biles. 

II. He declares next, that the people of 
Judah and of If rad ihould be likewile punilhed, 
becaufe they had forfaken the fervice and laws of the 
Lord,’ and rendered themfelves guilty of .foul ingra¬ 
titude -, and becaufe, although God had raifed pro¬ 
phets among them, to warn them, they had refufed 
to hearken to them. 

Reflections. 

np H E threatnings contained in this chapter en- 
A gage us t0 confider,-that God, after he had 
declared that he would execute his judgments upon 
the nations round about the Jews, fays, he would 
likewife punifti the kingdoms of Judah and Ifrael for 
their fins ; becaufe they had finned againft God, for¬ 
faken his fervice, abufed his favours, and refilled to 
hearken to the prophets, whom he had at feveral 
times* raifed up among them. God punifhes fin 
every where* and particularly in thole on whom 
he has conferred extraordinary favours, when they 
make ungrateful returns for his mercies, break his 
laws, and call his’word behind them, and defpilethe 
warnings of his l'ervants. 


CHAP. III. 

I. \ MQS denounces the dreadful judgments of 
Jf\^ God againft the Jfmelites , and declares, that 
God was going to execute his threatnings upon them, 
according to the predi&ions of the prophet. II. He 
Vpl, II. F f calls 
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calls the PlUiJlir.es and Egyptians to be witneffes of 
the fins of the Ifraeliles , and of the vengeance God 
would take upon them : and he foretels, that the ci¬ 
ties and palaces of the Ifraelitcs fhould be overthrown, 
and that Beib-el, which was the place where they 
worfhipped the idols, fhould be totally deftroyed. 

Reflections. 

I. f^OD’s fevere treatment of the Jews, whom 
he had chofen above all the people of the 
earth, but 'they had rebelled againft him, teaches us, 
that thofe whom God has received into covenant, and 
has diltinguifbed by his favours, are moll feverely 
punilhed when they prove unfaithful. II. Amos teaches 
us, that when God fpeaks and threatens, all the world 
ought to (land in awe ; and that no evil happens to 
men but what proceeds from God. This ought to 
fill us with a falutary dread of the voice of God and 
his threatnings; and make us confefs, that all the 
evils, and all the calamities which come upon men, 
are the difpenfations bf providence •, and that we 
ought to adore in all things thejufticeof God, and 
to fubmit to his will. 111. When we read, that God 
calls the neighbouring people to bear witnefs to the 
great dilbrdcrs that reigned among the Jews, and to 
fee the vengeance that he was going to take upon 
them ; this Ihews to what a height of corruption they 
were arrived, infomuch that the .idolatrous nations 
themfclves had reafon to be aftonifhed, and to ac¬ 
knowledge the juftice of God’s judgments upon them. 
IV. The fame juftice appeared, in that Betb-el , which 
was the place where their idolatry was eftablifhed, and 
the palaces and houles of the gieat men, in which they 
had committed their crimes, were devoted to utter 
deft ru£t ion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

I. PTS H E prophet foretels, that the Lord would 
I quickly deftroy Samaria , the capital of the 
ten tribes, becaufe of the wickednefs, injuftice, and 
violence, which the great men, who are Ire re called 
the fat kine of Bafan, committed in it, and becaufe 
of the idolatry that was eftablifhed at Betb-el and 
at Gilgal. II. He next reproaches the Jews, that not- 
withftanding God had chaftened them *by famine, 
drought, vermin, peftilence, and other fcourges, yet 
they were not converted to him ; and therefore, that 
they muft prepare themfelves to feel the utmoft effeXs 
of his wrath and indignation. 

Reflections. 

*TP HERE are two refleXions to be made on this 
chapter. I. That there are two fins which 
particularly provoke God to anger againft a nation ; 
which are, the injuftice and oppreffion committed by 
great men; and the profanation of divine l'ervice, and 
the falfe wot fnip paid to God. The other thing we 
are to ^earn here is, that God ufes to call men to con- 
verfion by clivers corrections, before he fufFers his fe¬ 
vered judgments to fail upon them. He had fent fa¬ 
mine, drought, burnings, vermin, peftilence, and 
war upon the Ifraelites, to bring them to himfelf; bur. 
becaufe they did not fincerely turn to God when he 
fmote them with all thefe fcourges, he at laft made 
ufe of the mod dreadful and levere chaftilements, de¬ 
livering them to their enemies, and driving cktm out 
of their own country. 
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CHAP. V. 

I. A MOS foretels and deplores the dcfolation of 
the ten tribes, and attributes that dcfolation 
to tne idolatry, opp^ffion, injuftice, and other crimes 
of that nation but particularly, to their continuing 
in the idolatrous worfhip pradtifed at Betb-el , Gilgal , 
and Betrfheba. II. He defcribes the miferies that 
were to fall upon their cities and their whole country. 
III. He tells them, that God abhorred their fealts, 
their folemn aflemblics, their, burnt facrifices, and 
their whole worfhip-, becaufe they ferved idols, as 
their fathers had done in the wildernels ; and thar 
to punilh them for their idolatry, they would foon be 
carried captives into stj/jria, beyond Damaf us. 

Reflections. 

O D continues in this chapter to reprove the Is¬ 
raelites for their two principal fins ; namely, 
that they were idolaters, and that the great men among 
them had no lenfe of religion and confcience, but op- 
prefied the innocent, committed injuftice, and took 
rewards and bribes. Thdl* reproaches, which l'(> fre¬ 
quently occur in the prophets, fhew very plainly, 
that thofe fins are of the number of the great crimes 
that God futTers not to pals unpunished, and which 
even occafion the ruin of kings and nations. 11. It 
appears from hence, that God, at the time he fo 
feverely threatned the Ifraelttes , was fo gracious as to 
inform them how they might prevent their, deftruc- 
tion,- by forbidding them to go to Belh-el and other 
places where they ferved idols; telling them feveral 
times : Seek ihetl.cn:, and ye /hall live. Hate the 
evil , and love the good, and ejlablijh judgment in the 
gate-, it may be that the Ijord God of hojls will be 
"muons unto you. God is infinitely good, and long- 

fuftcring 
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fuffering towards finncrs, does not pdnilh them as 
they defcrvc, till he has fhewed them the way to e- 
fcape his judgments. III. Wehavefeen, that the fa- 
crifices, and all the worlhip of the Jews, were dif- 
pleafing to God ; that he hated their feaft days and 
their folemn affanblies , and would not accept their 
burnt-offerings. God hereby declares, that all out¬ 
ward ads of religious worlhip, even thofe which are 
attended with the greateft folemnity, are looked up¬ 
on by him as facfilege and impiety, when thofe who 
perform them trample under foot his holy laws, and 
have no real intention to pleafe him* and to do his 
will. 


CHAP. VI. 

T H E rebukes arid threatnings iri this chapter, 
are chiefly addrefied to the rich and great men 
of the kingdom of Judah and Ifrael. I. Amos re¬ 
proves them for their injuftice, diflolutenefs, fenfual 
lives, and pride ■, and lie blames them, above all, 
that at a time' when they Ihould affiid themfelves for 
the deflation of Jofeph , that is to fay, of a part of 
their brethren; and when they themfelves were threat- 
ned with the like treatment, they abandoned them- 
fclvcs to mirth and pleafure. III. He gives them to 
underttand, that God, being juftly provoked, would 
humble their pride, caufe both great and fmall to pe- 
rifh in a miferable manner, and take from them all 
thole advantages which they abufed, and deliver them 
into the hands of the AJJyriaus. 

Reflections. 

E are chiefly to obferve in the redding of this 
chapter, that among the feverul fins which dif- 
pleafe God, and provoke his indignation, there are 
three which particularly produce this efted 5 which 
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are, L The injuftice and violence committed by th 
rich and great. II. A fenlual and voluptuous life, 
luxury, high living, the love of pleafure and diver- 
fions, and pride. III. Inienfibility under God’s cor¬ 
rections, and the examples of l.is wrath. Thele were 
the fins for which the Jev s perifiied ; and which 
bring down his vengeance upon iuch as' are guilty of 
them ; wherefore we ought mod carefully to avoid 
them. To this end let us confider, that thcfe fins do 
not only expofe men to temporal • punilhmcnt, but 
make thefn fubjedt ftill more unavoidably to the pu- 
nilhments of the world to come ■, and that injuitice, 4 
love of pleafures, impenitence and lecurity, are yet 
more difpleafing to God in Chriltians, than they were 
in the Jews j becaufe the golpel does fo exprefsly 
command, and by the moft powerful motives engage 
us, to renounce the defires of the flelh, and to live m 
fharity, temperance, and humility. 

CHAP. VII. 

T HIS chapter has two parts. In the firft, Amos 
relates three vifions: the two firft, which are 
the vifion of the grafiioppers, and that of tli,e fire, 
reprefent the correclions wherewith God had in¬ 
tended to vifit the Ifraelites •, and from which they 
had been delivered by the interceftion of the prophet, 
and by the goodnefs and long-fuffering of God to¬ 
wards them. The third vifion, which was that of a 
man with a plumb-line in his hand, denoted, that 
God was juft going to put his threatnings in execu¬ 
tion againft that people ; that he would nor liear with 
them any longer, and in particular, would dellroy 
the houfe of Jeroboam. In the fecond part of this 
chaprcr, Amos relates that Amaziah, who was an 
idolatrous prieft of Belb-e/, accufed him to Jeroboam , 
the king of Ifraei, of confpiring againft him ; and 

wou Id 



Chap. VII; 455 

would have forced the prophet to fly Into the land of 
Judaby and to prophefy no more at Betb-el. But 
Amos repeated his predictions, and threatens Amaziab 
and his family with a fatal end, and fays, that the 
Ijraelites Ihould certainly be carried out of their coun¬ 
try. 

Reflections. 

r P H F. vifions related in the firft part of this chap- 
"*■ ter fliew, that before God call: off the Jews, he 
had chaftened them feveral ways, and bor£ with them 
a long time, being moved by the interceffion of the 
prophet; but feeing that their hardnefs of heart was 
unconquerable, he was refolved to fpare them no 
longer. God in his goodnefs and patience does not 
prcfently deftroy thole who fin againlt him ; he heark¬ 
ens unto the interceffion of good men, and warns 
and corrects them •, but when finners defpile God’s 
long-fuftering, he difplays on them the utmoft fe- 
verity of his jultke, from which nothing can fecure 
them. In the fccond part we ll-e, how an idolatrous 
prielt accufed Amos of having conlpired againlt the 
king,"and would have had him leave the land of If- 
ract •„ but the prophet continued alwa) s fpeaking in 
God’s name, and declared to that ungodiy piielt, 
.that he ihould fee the lhame and deftruction of his 
family, and Ihould be carried with the Ijraelites into 
a Itrange land. This is an example to fhew that the 
innocent, and the true fervants of God, have in all 
ages been expofed to calumny, and the contradiction 
pf linners *, that the fear of men ought not to difcou- 
rage them, nor hinder them from difcharging their 
duty; and that thofe who refill the word of God, 
and his faithful minilters, as they oppol'e God him- 
felf, lhall never efcape unpunilhed. 


F f 4- 
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AMOS, 

CHAP. VIII. 

I. fTp! H E Lord reprefents the ruin of the kingdom 
of Ifrael, by the vifion of a bafkct of llrni- 
mer fruits, which were ripe and fit to eat. II. He 
blames thofe that enrich themfelves by covetoufnefs, 
extortion, injuftice, and by dpprefiing the people. 
Laftly, He declares that Cod would not fuffer thefe 
crimes to pafs unpunifhed ; that he would overwhelm 
the land of Ifrad with all kind of calamities, and 
chiefly, that he would lend the famine of -his word to 
punifh the Ifraelites for their contempt of it-, and for 
the idolatry they committed in worfhipping the golden 
calves of Dan and Bcerjltba, 

R E i L E C T I O X S. 

D F. SIDES the general reflections wc may make 
upon the punifhments the Jfraelites drew upon 
thcm’.elvcs by their idolatry, and by their other fins ; 
this chapter oilers us two particular conlidcrations, 
which we ought carefully to aftend to. One is, that 
it is a very gieatand crying fin to make ufe of fraud, 
extortion, and oppreffion, to gain wealth; to.have 
falfe weights, and falfe meafures; and elpecially to 
fhut up and ingrols corn, and other things necellary. 
for life, in the time of famine, with a delign to en¬ 
rich ourfeives, and by that means get the fubftancc 
of the poor and necefiitous. It is very remarkable, 
rhat God fwcars by himfelf that he will not fuller 
fuch fins to go unpunifhed. The other conlidcration 
relates to the threatning of the prophet, that (>od 
would find a famine in the /and, n A a Jamitie of 
bread , nor a tbtrjl for ovat^r, but of bearing the 
"z.ord of the Lord. Let us learn from hence, that 
the moll terrible chafiifement God can infill upon a 
people is to deprive them of his word, and no long- 

T .Cl 
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er to fend his faithful fervants amongft them ; and 
therefore, that thofe who enjoy thefe precious advan¬ 
tages, ought to cfteem them above all things, and 
make a good ufc of them, left God deprive them of 
them. 


C H A P. IX. 

I. A MOS relates a new vifion, in which he law 
(iod Handing upon the altar ; and command¬ 
ing that place to bedeitroyi d, with all fhe people j 
and declaring, that his vengeance would purfue the 
Jews wherever they went; and that he would no 
longer look upon them as his people. II. He pro* 
miles, neverthelefs, that after he had difperled them, 
he would recall them one day, and would reftore the 
tabernacle, that is to fay, the throne of David, and 
the tj;ue worfhip of God and with this promile Amos 
ends his prophecy. 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter we fee God’s fevere juftice again!! 

the Jews, and his mercy towards the remnant of 
that nation. The feverity of God’s juftice appears in 
the order he gave an angel to deftroy the Jews; and 
efpecially in his declaring, that though they fthould 
‘ hide themfelves in the bottom of the earth or fea, or 
fhould afeend up even to the heavens, his vengeance 
ihould purfue them thither ; lince he is the great and 
mighty God, the creator and governor of the woild. 
Theie words, fo full of majefty, Ihould infpireus with 
fear and reverence, and convince us fhat God is every 
where, that his power has no bounds, and that no¬ 
thing can fkreen the wicked from his juftice and ven¬ 
geance. The mercy of God {hews itfelf in his de¬ 
claring, that the Jews Ihould not be call off for ever ; 
that lie would have companion on diem, and bring 

them 
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them again from their captivity ; that lie would raife 
up the tabernacle of David ; and that then all the na¬ 
tions lhould call upon the name of the Lord. This 
prophecy does not only fignify that the Jews fliould 
return into their own Lr.d aitei the captivity; it re¬ 
lates alio to the glorious eftabi.ilimen: of the king¬ 
dom of the Mefiiah, and the calling of the Gentiles, 
as St James explains it in the fifteenth chapter of the 
Adis, where he quotes thefe words: After this 1 will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down. And I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will fet it up. That the rejidue cf men 
might feek after the Lord , and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called, faith the Lord, who doth all 
thefe things. 


The End of the Book of the Prophet Amos. 


*** 


T H E 



THE 


BOOK 

Of the P r o v a z t 

OBADIAH. 


ARGUMENT. 

‘the book of Obadiah is a prophecy againft the Edo¬ 
mites, who were neighbours of ike Jews, and defended 
from Efau, Jacobs brotherfor fthich rcafon the 
prophet fays, that the Jews were their brethren. Oba¬ 
diah foretels, that God would root out the Edomites 
becaufe of their pride , and particularly, becaufe they 
rejoiced at the ruin of the Jews, and had even helped 
to deftrey them ; which might incline us to believe, that 
he lived after the deftruftien of Jerufalem : But as 
Joel, chap. iii. 19. and Amos, chap. i. 11, u. re¬ 
prove and threaten the Edomites in the fame manner* 
and tbe'propbecy of Obadiah is placed immediately af¬ 
ter that of Joel and Amos, we mufl fuppofe thefe 
three prophets lived at the fame time and that what 
is fiid in this book of {he miferies that had befallen the 
Jews', relates to fome other calamities which they had 
■ been expojid to-, as we read 2 Chron. xxi. 16, 17. 
and xxv. 21. Obadiah foretels likewife that the 
Jews Jhould return into their own land, and even pcf- 
Jefs part of the country of the Edomites. 


R E F L E C- 
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Reflections after reading the chapter. 

*T*HE prophecy of Obadiah has this peculiarity 
in it, that he prophefied sot againfl the Jews, 
but againfl another nation, even againfl the Edomites. 
Two things are to be confidered in this book. The 
firfl is, that the ruin of the Edomites happened as 
Obadiah and the other prophets had foretoldfor the 
Chaldeans took and deflroyed Edom, foon after fern- 
falem was taken ; and when the Jews were returned 
into their own land they gained great advantages 
over the Edomites , and became mailers of a part of 
their country. Thefe events, which fo exactly an- 
fwer the predictions of Obadiah , prove the divine au¬ 
thority of his prophecy. The fecond reflection re¬ 
lates to the caufe of their deflrudtion. The prophet 
fcvcral times declares, that they were thus treated on 
account of their pride, their vain confidence, and par¬ 
ticularly becaufe they had rejoiced to fee the mill-lies 
of the Jews, their neighbours and brethren-, and had 
even helped to deflroy them-, killing thofo that had 
eleaped the rage ot the Babylonians , when Jerufalem 
was taken. Thus providence brings down proud and 
cruel people, feverely puni flics thole who infult the 
miferable and delight in their fuAirings, and takes 
vengeance on the enemies of the church, and thofe 
•sho oppofe his glory. 


7 It End of the Book of the Prophet Obadiah. 
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THE 


BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

JONAH. 


ARGUMENT. 

Jonah lived in the time of Jeroboam the fecond , king 
of Ifrael. He was J'ent from God to Nineveh, the 
capital of the empire of the Aflyrians, to denounce the 
ruin of that city: And this book informs us what was 
the fuccefs of his minijlry. Jonah uttered other pro¬ 
phecies befides that contained in this book ; as may be- 
concluded from the fourteenth chapter of the fecotid 
book' of Kings. Jonah is the only prophet, wbofe- 
writings are handed down to % us, that was J'ent to any 
Jlrange nation. What our Lord fays in the gtfpel % 
confirms the truth of what is contained in this book, and 
Jbews , that Jonah was a prophet fent from God . 

e h a p. i. 

I. O D. fends Jonah to Nineveh bur the pro- 

■ "W phet being afraid to go thither, embarks. 
\J[ to go to LarJhifj. II. God raifes a great 
tempelt, and Jonah is call into the fea to allay the 
ftorm. 


R E F L E C- 



4&2 


JONAH, 


Reflections after reading fhe chapter. 

T T may be obferved in general upon the book of 
A Jonah , that God fent that prophet to the Nincvites , 
and to the /Iffyrinns> that thofe idolaters and ene¬ 
mies of the Jews, who were in- a lhort time to dellroy 
the kingdom of the ten tribes, might know that the 
God of Ifrael was the almighty God, who would 
overthrow their ci,ty •, as it happened fome time after. 
The particular reflexions to be made on this chapter 
are three: T. That Jonah , fearing to go to difeharge 
his com million at Nineveh , attempted to fly into a 
diftant country. Tbis.w&s the effeX of the prophet’s 
weaknefs, which, upon this occafion, got the better 
of his piety. They who have not courage to obey 
the divine call, are guilty of a fin like that of Jonah ; 
but this the minifters of God are particularly guilty of, 
who through fliame or the fear of man dare not 
fpeak to them in his name. II. The ftorm which 
l'uddenly came upon Jonah and thofe that failed with 
him, and which God lent, teaches us, that it is in vain 
to think of efcaping his knowledge, or flying from his 
authority i fince he purfues and finds out thofe that re- 
fufe to obey him, who, wherever they are, bannot 
efcape his juftice. III. We muft obferve, that Jonah 
was difeovered by lot, caft into the fea, and fwallowed- 
by a fifh. By this means God was pleafed to punifh 
the prophet for his difobedience, make him fenftble of 
the greatnefs of his crime, and engaged him to confefs 
it before thofe who were with him in the fhip, and to 
repair it afterwards by going to Nineveh. Thus God 
propofed to infpire thole idolaters with fear that were 
with Jonah , and lead them to revere and proclaim the 
power of that God whofe minifter Jonah was; which 
accordingly they did when the ftorm ceafed. What 
happened on this occafion, (hews likewife, that the 
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lot, as well as all other events, are at the dilpofal of 
divine providence. 

CHAP. II. 

J ONAH being caft into the fea, is fwallowed by 
a great fifh, in whofe belly he remained three days 
and three nights. He prays to God, and thanks him 
for delivering him; and the fifh cafts him upon the 
fhore. 

Reflections. 

I. r T'' H E manner in which God preferved Jonah, 
A caufing him to be fwallowed by a great filh, 
when he was caft into the (ea, is a new miracle, which 
difcovers the power of God, at the fame time that it 
difplays his goodnefs towards the prophet. Thus 
God ihews his mercy, at the fame time that he is giv¬ 
ing proofs of his juftice •, and when he chaftifes he 
defigns to preferve and blefs. II. Jonah' s prayer to , 
God, when he had brought him up from the depth of 
the fea, and when the fifh which had fwallowed him 
up was going to caft him upon the fhore, fhews the 
great faith and thankfulnefs of the prophet, as well as 
his return to his duty. III. The deliverance of Jonah , 
when he came out of the belly of the fifh, is another 
wonderful event, which difplays in an illuftrious man¬ 
ner the power and goodnefs of God. But what we 
are chiefly to take notice of in this event is, that the 
miraculous manner in which God reftored Jonah to 
life the third day, was a very exprefs type of the death 
and refurredtion of our Lord. This Jefus Chrift him- 
felf teaches us in the gofpel, where he fays, That as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's 
belly , fo the fon of man {hall be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth , and on the third day be 
Jhall rife again. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

J ONAH being fent 1. fecond time to Nineveh , de¬ 
clares to the people of that great city, that it was go 
ingto be deflroyed ; at which the king and the inhabit¬ 
ants being moved, failed and humbled themlelves be¬ 
fore God, which prevailed upon him to fpare them. 

Reflections. 

r I' H IS hiflory prefents us vtith the following rc- 
■*" flections: 1 . That Jonah, .who was afraid to go 
to Nineveh the full time the Lord lent him, after he 
had felt the effects of God's power, went thither 
boldly. This example lhcws, that the divine correc¬ 
tions are of great uie, as they l’erve to recover men 
from their errors, awaken the zeal of good men, and 
lead them to a more faithful tiifcharge of their duty. 
. II. God commanded Jonah to go to Nineveh , and 
threaten the inhabitants of that great city, which was 
funk in idolatry, luxury and diflolutenels, with a 
fpeedyand total drill action. The warning God gave 
the Nineviies of their approaching ruin, is a pcoor on 
one hand, that he was provoked at the abominable 
crimes they were addicted to ; and on the other, it is 
a token of his mercy towards that people. Thus the 
fins of men, and particularly thole committed in 
great cities and the courts of princes, provoke God’s 
wrath and indignation; and yet God in his mercy, 
threatens men before he punilhes them, that they may 
prevent his judgments by repentance. HI. The 
king of Nineveh and his people, who had been in¬ 
formed of the miracle that had happened in the perfon 
of Jonah , humbled themfelves, and forfook their 
fins,. and God was reconciled towards them. This 
teaches us, that falling, humiliation and converfion, 

are 
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are moft effe&ual means of averting the divine anger i 
and that God, \Vho is infinitely gracious, forgives the 
moft guilty, when theyforfake their fin?. Laftly, 
This hiftory fliould call to mind what our Lord fays 
in the gofpel upon this.occafion j The men of Nineveh 
fhall rife up in judgment againjl this generation , elnd 
Jljall condemn it , becaufe they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah , and behold a greater than Jonah it here. By 
this>we may judge, that Chriftians, who are called to 
repentance by the voice of Jefus Chrift hynfelf, fhall 
certainly be condemned, if they refufe to hear thecall. 


CHAP. IV. 

t 

J ON A If feeing God had fpared the Ninevites y ’\s 
grieved and wifhes for death: But God, to con¬ 
vince him how unreafonable it*was to grieve as- he did. 
caufed a plant to wither, under which the prophet 
was Sheltered. 

Reflections. 

I. Tp H E difpleafure 'of the prophet at God’s fpar- 
ing the Ninevites , muft be confiJered as one of 
thofe weaknefles which are fometimes found in per-. 

• fens of true piety, and which God gracioufiy pardons. 
However, his difpleafure proceeded from a fear of be¬ 
ing expofed to fome ill treatment in that country, and 
palling for a falfe prophet, fince his threatnings had 
not been executed. II. It is to' be obterved, that 
God caufed the plant to wither under whole fhade 
Jonah fat, and when the prophet grieved at it, he 
Ihewed him • how unreafonable it was to be fo much 
concerned and afraid, becaufe God had fpared Nrne- 
veh. What God Laid to Jonah on this occafion, ex- 
prefles his great goodnefs towards this prophet, ana 
efpecially his great mercy towards all mem' which 
/ V01..II. Gg was 
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was extended even to little children. The all-gra¬ 
cious God hates none of his creatures ; and, far from 
making tl^m miferable, and taking pleafure in their 
fufterings, he is inclined to fpare them, and do them 
•good. This mercy of God ought to afleft our hearts 
with love and gratitude towards him, infpire us with 
fentiments of love towards all men, and engage us to 
be merciful , as our Father which is in heaven is mcr- 
ti r uL 


The End of the Book of the Prophet J o n a h. 
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THE 


BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

M i c a h. 


Argument. 

Micah lived in the lime of Ifaiah and of Hofea. ’the 
defign of his prophecy is, to reprove the Jews for their 
fins , both thofe of the kingdom of Ifrael, and chiefly 
tbofe of Judah ; t. denounce their ruin, and to fore - 
tel the reftaration of the people of God , and the coming 
of the Meffab. 

CHAP. I. 

I. rljH H E prophet fays, that God was preparing 
I to deftroy Samaria, the capital of the king- 
JL dom of Ifrael, and Jerufa'.on, the capital 
of Judah , becaufe thefe two kingdoms had given 
themfelves up to idolatry. II. He foretels likewile 
the ruin of feveral cities in the land of Ifrael and Ju¬ 
dah, fuch as Sapbir, Zaaniii, Marotb, Lacbfio and 
fome others. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. XKT E are to confider in general, on this firft chap¬ 
ter, that'the event proved the truth and di¬ 
vinity of this prophecy ; the kingdom of Ifrael hav- 

G g a ing 
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ing been deftroyed by the /IJJyriaus, and that of Ju¬ 
dah, after it had been attacked by the fame djfyrians 
in the reign of Hezekiab, being at Iaft deftroyed by 
the Babylonians, -and the people ted away into captivi¬ 
ty. II. We ihould take particular notice of that 
pompous defcription of the majefty and power of the 
Lord, which the prophet gives'at the beginning of 
this book. It teaches us, that God is a being of un¬ 
bounded power, that nothing can refill him, and that, 
as he employs this power to protect fuch as fear him, 
fo like wife* he makes ufe of it to punifh them that of¬ 
fend him. This we have an example of in the de-. 
ftruflion of the* chief cities of Ifrael and Judah, and 
even of thefe two whole kingdoms ; who, for having 
provoked God to wrath by thei. idolatry, and t>y di¬ 
vers crimes, found themfelves at lad deprived of his 
protection, and delivered into the hands of their ene¬ 
mies. 


C H A P. II. 

M IC A 11 , after he had in the former chapter de- 
feribed the idolatry of the Jews, in this com¬ 
plains of the injuftice and extortion committed among 
them, principally by their great men and rulers, and 
threatens them with fudden deftrudion. 

Reflections. 

I. r T' H E prophet complains in this chapter, that 
■ the Jews, and particularly their rulers, were 
covetous and unjuft, and had no other defign but to 
enrich themfelves, and made ufe of every means to 
this end. Moreover, he accules them of attempting 
to finder the prophets of the Lord from fpeaking’ to 
them, and for hearkning rather to falfe prophets. 
Laftly, He protefts, that < 3 bd jvoujd foon make 
them feel the effects of his juftice, by driving them 
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out of the land wherein they dwelt. By this all men 
may fee, that the fins of perfons in authority, their 
injuftice, violence, defire'of enriching. themfelves, 
and contempt of God ? s warnings by his. word and 
minifies, is a mark of extreme corruption, and that 
God will one way or other take vengeance on thole 
fins, when men obftinately peffift in them. 

C H A P. III. 

T H E prophet goes on in cenfuring the Jews for 
their fins. I. He reproaches the magiflrates 
for their avarice, injuftice, and other mifdemeanors. I!. 
He fpeaks againft the falle prophets, who deceived 
the Jews, promifing them peace, in hopes thereby of 
promoting their own intereft. III. He declares, in 
the name of the Lord, that thefe fins of the rulers of 
the people would caule God quickly to overthrow Je- 
rufalem and the temple, and reduce them to a ruinous 
heap. 

Reflections, 

r P H F. cenfures contained -in this chapter, are ad- 
drelled to the princes, 'and magiftrates, and pro¬ 
phets of IJrael. They fhew that the depravity of the 
’Jbws was general, and paft remedy, in the time of 
the prophet Micab •, but that the fource of the corrup¬ 
tion was in thofe who were.at the head of the nation. 
The judges and magiftrates openly pra&ifed injuftice, 
judged for rewards, and took bribes. Befides, the 
prophets and priefts, who fliould have oppofed the 
corruption, were prevaricators and mercenary, who, 
by flattering the people, lulled them in their iecurity. 

T hefe are the crimes for which the prophets very fre¬ 
quently, reproach the Jewifli princes, and for which 
Micab declares, that Sion and Jerufalem fliould be 
made an heap of ftoncs. By this every one may fee 

G g 3 to 
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jo wlut a degree the crimes of perfons in a public ch^- 
ra&er, as unrighteoufnefs in judgment, and infidelity 
in the minifters of religion, provoke the Lord, and 
the great evils they bring upon the whole nation. 
This is what judges and magiftrates, as well as pallors, 
fhould continually, and ferioufly confider. The mi- 
nitlers of God, in particular, ought to imitate the ho 
ly confidence of Alicab, and be, like him, filled with 
thefpiritof God, to tell jMCob bis tnf/afs, and Ifraci 
bis Jin ; that is, to rebuke vice with great freedom in all 
perfons, and to declare to men all that God has com¬ 
manded them to fay in' his name ; taking heed above 
all things not to lull Tinners, by giving them fall, 
lopes, or concealing the mil'eries that threaten them. 


C FI A 1 \ IV. 

T I i F. prophet foretels: I. That all nations fhould 
in cail..a to the knowledge of the true God. II. 
Ti.a* i. .nigh the Jews weic to go into captivity at /L- 
/ . jh , God v.uuld give them peace, and victory ovc. 
tttf.ir enemies. 

U mtcxiOK s. 

Id I $ chapter contains two prophecies : the fir(F 
foretels, that all nations fhould be enlightned with 
the knowledge of the true God, and fhould come and 
worfhip and lerve him. The date of religion and the 
divine worfhip at Jerufalem y after the return of the 
Jews from the Rabylontjb captivity, docs not fully an- 
fwer the majefly of this prophecy. But we have feen 
the accomplifiuneiit of it in the calling of the Gentiles, 
and their converfioo to chrirtianity. This great and 
happy event fhould convince us of the truth of the 
chriftian religion, and the divinity of thg prophecies 
which went before’ concerning it, and produce ip us 
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great gratitude towards God, and fervent zeal-for his 
i'ervice. Micab ’s fecond prediction fhews, that the 
Jevys fhould be carried captives, to Babylon , but that 
they fhould return, and dwell in Judea , and that all 
their enemies fhould be confounded. This prophecy 
was fulfilled as well as the former, which fhould ferve 
to confirm us ftill more in the faith. We here like- 
wife have an evident proof of the goodnefs of God, 
and his love to his people; fince while he threatens 
the Jews to fend them to Babylon , and deliver them to 
itrange nations, he promifes to bring th?m again to 
their own land, and to make them triumph over all 
their enemies. 


C II A P. V. 

T H E predictions in this chapter defcribe, I. 

The wars that would be in Judea , the ficge of 
Jerusalem , the fall of the Jewilh government, the com¬ 
ing of the Median, w ho vs as to be born at Be ■-•lelem, 
and the eftabliihing of his kingdom. 11 . Mie.ib torc- 
tcls, that the Israelites ihould be delivered from the 
/ Illyrians and Babylonians, who were to be given into 
the hand of their enemies and utterly deftroyed. 

Reflections. 

* I' HIS chapter contain? feveral predictions, which 
have all been verified by the event. We here fee 
the miferies which afflicted the Jews before the com¬ 
ing of our Lord : But above all, we here n cet with 
an exprels prophecy, foretelling that the Mefiiah 
fhould come out of the town of Bethlehem. This pro¬ 
phecy perfectly agrees with Jelus Chrift, as St Mat¬ 
thew remarks in the fecond chapter"of his gofpel, and 
can be applied to no other. • The other predictions of 
the prophet have likewife been fulfilled. The Jews 
were delivered and protected by kings railed up 
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by God to that end, and returned into Judea ; the 
Aftyrian and Babylonian empires came to an end, and 
Babylon was utterly decoyed. So that the divinity of 
the prophecies, and the truth of God’s promifes, can¬ 
not be called in queftion; any more than the truth of 
religion in general, and our obligation to praftile the 
duties it preicribes. 

CHA P. VI. 

I, H E Lord complains after a very earned and 
X affeding manner, of the ingratitude of the 
Jews, who, notwithftanding his favours at all times 
bellowed upon them, rebelled againft him, and for- 
look him. II. He tells them, that their facrifices and 
oblations were not able to turn away his wrath ; and 
that the only way to become acceptable to him, was 
to do what was right. Laftly, He reproaches them 
for the injuftice, deceit and violence, which were 
committed among them. But he efpecialiy accufes 
them of keeping the llatutes of Omri and Abab ; that 
is, of following the idolatrous worlhip which thofe 
kings had introduced in the kingdom of the ten tribes; 
and he declares that the Lord, provoked hy all thefe 
crimes, would overtake them with his judgment?. 

Reflections. 

UROM this chapter we learn, I. That God is per- 
fcdly juft, and at the fame time full of goodnefs 
towards men; that he only fcek.s to make them hap¬ 
py ; and that he loads them with his favours, to en¬ 
gage them to love and fear him. This Micah ex- 
preflfcs in moft affefting terms, wh^n he fays, that 
God pleads with his people, and aflts them, 0 my 
people, what have / done unto thee ; and wherein have 
I wearied thee ? teftify againft me. Thefe words Ihew 
in the cleared manner, that men are guilty of foul 
ingratitude when they rebel againft a good and gracious 

God ■, 
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God \ and that if they thereby bring down his wrath 
upon them, they are without excufe. II. The 
next inftrudtion is, That it is not with facrifices and 
burnt-offerings , or oblations* that God will be pleafed i 
but that be has Jhewed us wbat is good ; and what the 
Lord-requires of us , even to do jujlly , and to love mercy , 
and to walk humbly with our God. By thefe words 
God teaches us, that the only worfiiip he receives is’ 
that which is attended with uprightnefs and innocence 
of life, with charity and humility of heart. Thefe 
. are the eflential duties of religion ; for the negleft of 
which the Jews, who were otherwife careful enough 
jn the pra&ice of the ceremonies and external duties 
of divine worlhip, peri Hied in a miferable manner. 
Laftly, Since God declares he will not juftify the un- 
iuft, thofe who make ufe of falfe weights, and falfe 
meafures, and rob their neighbour, either by violence, 
or by fraud and deceit; we cannot at all doubt but 
thefe fins are very odious in his fight, and wil^bring 
down the curfe of God upon fuch as are guilty of 
them. 

CHAP. VII. 


T *H IS chapter contains two things : I'. Mi:ah 
laments the extream corruption of the Jews, 
. and the vices that reigned among them. II. He pro¬ 
miles them a happy reftoration, and allures them*, 
that, after God had delivered them, for fome time, 
into the hand of their enemies, and had jultly chaf- 
tifed them, he wbuld give them peace again, and 
would do for them fuch wonderful things as he had 
done in the times of their forefathers j for which the 
prophet blefies and prailes the Lord. 


Reflections. 


J-T E R E we may obferve three things for our edi¬ 
fication ; which are, the complaints of the Dro- 

phet. 
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phet, his comforting the Jews, and his thankfgivjngs 
to God. I: He complains of the ftrange depravity 
of the Jews, faying that one could not find a good 
man among them"; that they fought nothing but to 
do mifchiet to one another; that lincere people wero 
l'o l'carce among them, that they could not truft their 
neareft relations; that magiftraces and judges ran af- 
’ter bribes, and were guilty of all kinds of-iniquity. 
This piiture of the ftrange corruption of the Jews, 
(hews the juftice of thofe punilbments with which 
God vifiteckthem; and we may obferve from thence, 
that when the fear of God, uprightnefs and fincerity 
are banifhed out of a country, when deceit and fraud 
prevail, and judges take bribes and rewards, the judg¬ 
ments of God will foon unavoidably fall upon the land 
for fuch ahominations. II. We muft take good hee^ 
to thofe words wherewith Micab comforted the peo¬ 
ple of God, when they were quickly to fall into the 
hands # of their enemies: Rejoice not againft me , 0 
mine enemy: when I fall, 1 Jhall arife ; when Ifit in 
darknefs, the Lord jhall be a light unto me. I will 
hear the indignation of the Lord , becaufe t have finned 
againft him , until be plead my catife , and execute judg¬ 
ment for me. Thefe admirable words teach us jjod’s 
way of dealing with men, and in particular with his 
church, when they fin againft him. He chaftens them, 
but docs not forfake them, nor fuffer their enemies to 
prevail againft them. III.*This conduit of the Lord 
lhould ftir us up to acknowledge and praife his power, 
. wifdom, and goqdncfs; and to fay with the prophet, 
lyto is a God like unto thee , that pardonelh iniquity , 
and paffetb by the tranfgrejfton of the remnant of his 
heritage ? He retained not his anger for ever , becaufe 
hr delight cth in mercyhe will have compaffon upon us, 
and will forgive our iniquities. 

THE 



T H E 


BOOK 

Of* the Prophet 

N A H U M. 


ARGUMENT. 

She prophecy of Nahum, is a prediction of the dejtruc - 
* tion of Nineveh, and the end of the empire of the 
Aflyrians. It is thought Nahum lived about eighty 
years after Jonah, who had alfo probhefted againjl 
the Ninevites 

CHAR I. 

N A HUM gives a noble defer!ption of the m.a- 
jelty and power of God, to Ihew, that the 
AJfyrians could not refill him, and that, not- 
withftanding their ftrength, they Ihould be deftroyed, 
whilft the Jews, whom they had tffed lb ill, IhoOld 
be rellored and preferved. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. TT mull be obferved upon this book of Nahum. 

1 that God faiffd leveral prophets, not only to 
foretd the deltruflion of the Jews, but likewile that 
of other nations, and particularly of the AJfyrians , 
whofe empire was exceeding powerful, and who had 
greatly opprefled the people of God; their kings 

Pul, 
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Pul , Tiglath-pieftr , Salmane/er, and Sennacherib 
having come, at feveral different times, into the land 
of Ifrael, and made great havock there. Thefe pre¬ 
dictions muff have comfotted the Jews, and convinc¬ 
ed them and the idolatrous nations themfelves, that 
it was the almighty God and Lord of the world, 
who permitted thefe nations to injure and opprefs his 
people, and who fpake by the mouth of his prop'hets. 
II. It is neceflary to obferve, in the next place, that 
Jonah, having been fent to Nineveh about eighty years 
before, the ‘Nineviles had then averted the wrath of 
God by their repentance ; but that afterwards return¬ 
ing to their iniquities, and opprefling the Jews, Na¬ 
hum was fent to foretel the: deflru&ion of their city, 
and of the whole Affyrian monarchy. God pardons 
men upon their humiliation, and bears with them; 
but when they return to their iniquities, he at lift 
executes the decrees of his juftice, III. We muft t 
know, that the predictions of Nahum , made at a time 
when the Affyrians were (till very powerful and for* 
midable, were intirely fulfilled at the end of about 
ninety years, when Nabo-pohffar, father to the great 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon , deftroyed Nine¬ 
veh, and put an end to the Affyrian empire; which is 
a Itrong proof of the divinity of this book. Laftly, 
What Nahum fays at the beginning of this book,- 
with fo much ftrength and elegance, .concerning the in¬ 
finite power and juftice of God, teaches us, that fincc 
God is fo great and powerful, thofe who offend him 
cannot refill him; and that nothing can hurt thole 
who fear him, and put their truft in him. 

CHAP, a 

T H E prophet foretels, that the city of Nineveh , 
and the Affyrian monarchy, of which Nineveh 
was the capital, lhould be afiaulted by powerful ene¬ 
mies, 
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mies, and that notwithftanding its ftrength it Ihould . 
be taken, plundered, and laid intirely defolate. This 
defolation is here reprefented in a figurative and pro¬ 
phetical manner. 

Reflections. 

T N this chapter we meet with a defcription of what 
befel the Syrians, and the city of Nineveh, fome 
time after this prophecy. This ancient, powerful, 
and opulent city, was taken by the Babylonians , its 
houfes and palaces were deftroyed, its'inhabitants 
became a prey to the conquerors, and the Ajfyrkn 
monarchy came to an end. So confiderable an event 
Ihould convince us more and more, th&t the predic¬ 
tions of the prophets came from God; that there is a 
providence prefiding over all things with juftice and 
wifdom, and with a power which nothing can refill; 
and that the fame God,, who thuspunifhes and abafes 
kingdoms and nations, is the judge of all men, and 
will render to evpry one according to his works. 

CHAP. III. 

N AHU M continues to foretel the deftruftion of 
Nineveh, which he calls the city of blood, on 
. account of the cruelties praftifed in it. He fays, that 
that powerful and magnificent city Ihould be plunder¬ 
ed and facked, becaufe it was tuft of pride and in-' 
juftice, and defiled with its adulteries, that is, by the 
idolatry that prevailed in it-, to this he adds, that 
as No, which was a populous city in Egypt, (and 
which is fuppofed to be the famous city of Thebes) 

■ was deftroyed by Sennacherib, fo Ihould Nineveh be 
deftroyed ■, and that neither the riches, nor the mighty 
meni nor all the people in it, however numerous, 
Ihould be able to fecure it; and that it Ihould never 
recover from its ruin*. * 

R m a’. 
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NAHUM. 


Reflections. 

T N the deftrp&ion of Nineveh , and of the AJfytiari 
monarchy, which was one of the moil anc'snt 
and moil flour ifhing empires in the world, we mutt 
obferve, the almighty power of God, who when he 
pleafes overturns the greateft dates. Befides God’s 
infinite power, we may here alfo confider his juftice •, 
fince it was the pride of the Affyrians, their luxury, in- 
juftice, idolatry, and the evil they had done the Jfrae- 
liteSy that induced God to deftroy thetn. Thus it will 
always be; God will ever humble the proud, and pu- 
niih thofe that live in wickednefs and impiety; efpeci- 
ally, when they obftinately perfift in their fins. Laftly, 
it mutt be confidered, that God caufed'the deftru&ion 
of Nineveh to be foretold long beforehand by Na¬ 
hum, for rife confolation of his people, who were to 
be afflicted and invaded by the kings of AJJyria. He 
did it likewife to prevent thefe idolatrous nations 
from glorying in their victories over the Jews; and 
that the whole world might lee, that if the Jews 
were vanquiflied, it was by the will and permiflior 
of God, who meant to chattife his people by mean- 
of the Affyrians. 
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BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

HABAKKUK. 


ARGUMENT, 

Ilabakkuk prophefied a little before the taking of Je- 
rufalem, and near the time of Jeremiah. He fore • 
told, that God, being provoked by ti e fins of h 'u peo¬ 
ple, was about to deliver them to the Chaldeans their 
enemies', and that afterwards, the Chaldeans alfo 
Jhould feel the effects of the divine vengeance. 

CHAP. I. 

I N the firfl: chapter Habakhuk does three things, 
I. He Complains, that the corruption of the Jews 
was come to its height. II. He fays, that God 
would bring the Chaldeans upon them to deftroy them. 
III. He prays God nottoforfake his people, to avenge 
the injuries they received, and not to fuller their ene¬ 
mies to triumph over them, nor to afcribe their victo¬ 
ries to their own ftrength, and to their idols. 

RefL£ctions after reading the chapter. 

H F. reflections to be made upon the three parts 
.of this chapter, are theft. I. The iirft relates 
to the ftate of the Jews before their deftruCtion. The 

complaints 
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complaints which which Habakkuk begins his prophe¬ 
cy, ihew, that nothing but violence and injuftice was 
to be found among them ; the law was no longer of 
any force to reftr'ain them, juftice was trampled ipidcv 
foot, and all kinds of iniquity were committed by 
them. This was the true caufe of the evils that came 
upon them •„ and thus does God uiually punifh thole 
who give themfelves up to wickednefs and impiety. 
II. In the defcription the prophet gives of the coming 
of th t Cbti’fLans, of their-cruelty, and of the wade 
they woultl make *in Judea , we ought to conftder, 
not fo much the power of the Chaldeans , as the juf- 
tice of God, who made ufe of them to punilli the 
Jews. • III. Ilabakkuk’s prayer to God, imploring 
his auiflancc again It the impiety and pride of the king 
of the Chaldeans , who boaited of his victories, and 
attributed them to his falle gods, teaches us, to have 
recourle to God in all dangers and neceflities ; and to 
do this with extraordinary zeal and confidence, when 
God’s glory is concerned. This prayer fliould more¬ 
over convince us, that God is righteous; that his 
eyes are too pure to behold iniquity; that he cannoc 
■fufrer injuftice and violence; and that he is. engaged 
by his own glory to confound the proud, and all who 
haughtily exalt them lei ves againtl him. 

C II A IV II. 

T H F. prophet having prayed, in the foregoing 
chapter,for the Jews, God anfwcrs him in this, 
at:.i aflures him, that although the deliverance of his 
.people, and the punilhment of the Babylonians, were 
delayed for a while, yet both of them fliould in¬ 
fallibly come to pafs ; that he would piinilh the Ba¬ 
bylonians for their cruelties and diflfolutenefs, and above 
•ill, for their impiety and idolatry ; and that he would 

. make 
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make them know, that it was in vain they trufted in 
their falfe gods. 


Ref 


LECTIONS. 


M the reading of this chapter we may learn, 
r\To wait with patience, faith and firm confi¬ 
dence, tffe accomplifhment of God’s promifes, and 
not to be difcouraged when he defers the execution of 
them. This is the inftrucfion which the prophet gives 
us, when he fays, ‘Though u t.vry , ivatj for i\ be- 
caufe it will furely come , it will not tarry.- And the juft 
/hall lire by faith. II. The prophet teaches us, that 
the Babylonians would infallibly be deftroyed for their 
pride, injuftice, rapine and idolatry. Thus we learn, 
that the end of God’s judgments is to punifii men 
for the crimes they commit, and to fhew that he is 
the fupreme Lord and judge over all the earth. Fur¬ 
ther, thele threatnings of liabakkuk were executed ; 
the Babylonians felt the divine vengeance, as the A Sy¬ 
rians had done before them •, and by this means, thofe 
two formidable powers, who had treated the Jews 
with fo great cruelty, became examples of the divine 
vengeance in the light of all men. Laftly, What 
the prophet fays of the punilhment God would inflict 
upon the king of Babylon , for his injuftice and vio¬ 
lence, is applicable to ‘all fuch as propofe to enrich 
and raife themlelves by finful methods. Wherefore, 
we ought to conlider thele words of liabakkuk with 
great attention : ll'o unto him that covetetb an evil co¬ 
vet cufnefs to his leufe , and what fallows on this lubjfcft. 
This curie does not Id's regard • ri /ate perfons than. 
• kings,, it threatens all thole that heap up riches by 
wicked ways; and daily experience {hews, that ill 
gotten goods are not long enjoyed, and.do commonly 
bring upon the unjuft, and their families, all kind of 
naileries. 
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HABAKK U x K. 


CHAP. nr. 


T HIS hymn of Habakkuk celebrates in lpfcy 
expreflions the majefty of God, which hac$br_ 
merly appeared, when he publilhcd the law on amount 
Sinai, and in the wonders he wrought for v.*ne Jews, 
in fubduing the kings and people of the land of Canaan, 
and of the countries round about, and fettling the 
children of Ifrael in that country. The defign of this 
hymn was to comfort the Jews, and give them full 
afturance, that God would not forfake them, but 
would again difplay his power in delivering them from 
the opprefiion of the Chaldeans. 


Reflections. 

T"* H E ufe we are to make of this hymn is, I. To 
learn from hence to remember the mercies of God, 
to meditate upon them continually, and chiefly to re¬ 
flect on the wonders he has wrought for us in redeem¬ 
ing us by Jeius Chrift our Lord, fince thofe are infi¬ 
nitely greater than what Habakkuk celebrates in this 
chapter. II. The confideration of the efl'efts bf the 
power and love of God towards us, tiioukl inflame 
our hearts with love and gratitude •, and above alk 
(hould fill us with firm confidence in him, even in the 
greatell adverfuies. God has in all ages given evident 
proots of his power and juftice ■, and lince his love 
to his church, and to his children, is always the fame, 
it is impoflible lie fhould ever forfake thofe who arc 
his, and who hope in him. 


Ena oj tie Btok of the Prophet Habakkuk. 
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THE 


BOOK 

Of the Prophet 

ZEPHANIAH. 


ARGUMENT. 


'Zephaniah was feiit to the Jews of Judah, under the 
reign of Jpfiah, and fome time before their dejlr ac¬ 
tion, to exhort them to renounce their idolatry and other 
fins, and be converted ; and to threaten them, that if 
they per fevered in iheir impenitence, they Jhould cer¬ 
tainly be dejlroyed by the Chaldeans. 


CHAP. I. 


1 .1 M EPHAN1AH declares, that the wrath of 
God was fhortly to fall upon JeruJalem 
mL-Ji and its inhabitants, upon the royfcl family, 
’and upon the whole kingdom of Judah , becaufe the 
Jews had provoked the Lord by their crimes, parti¬ 
cularly by the worfhip of falfe gods, and by their im¬ 
penitence. II. He deforibes the horror of that defec¬ 
tion, and fays, that neither their riches nor ftrength 
fhould deliver them. 

Reflections after reading tb$ chapter. 

'G O D, in his great goodrtefs.to the Jews, raifed up 
Zephaniah, under the reign of Jofiab, at a time 
when every thing \v*.is in confufion, and the Jews were 

H h a addicted 
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acidified to idolatry, impiety and the mod iliameful 
crimes.. This prophet had orders from God to ex¬ 
hort them to repentance, and to denounce their total 
deilruflion •, which Huldib the prophetels foretold at^ 
the lame time. Thus God gives men noticerffScl 
threatens them, before he punifhes them, thajothey 
may by their repentance prevent his judgn?' M .--^s. II. 
This chapter reprefents the extream defftlalion to which 
the Jews would be reduced ; the drift account God 
would call them to, and the levere and exemplary pu- 
nillimcnt they wbuld be expofed to for their fins-, 
which was brought to pafs afterwards by the Egyptians 
and Adrians invading Judea, and at length by the 
Cl;,:!dc.:ns, who took and deHroyed the city of Jeru- 
faUm. We may learn from hence, that nothing can. 
relift the divine power and juftice; and that it is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God 
when he punilhes. Above all, the defeription that the 
prophet gives of the day of the Jews deHruftion, 
inould remind us ol the great day of judgment, and 
of the terror of the wicked at that time, l.allly. We 
/Mould relied on thecaufe of tilde miferies which befcl 
the Jews. They had forlaken the Lord, and corrupted 
his vvotihip; and while they remained in this Hate of 
rebellion and impiety, they Hill flattered themlelvcs 
they w:;e l’ccure from danger; and that God would 
tiring no evil upon them. Thus God punilhes the 
proranation of the divine lervice and impenitent v, e- 
fpenally in thole to whom lie has in a partic ular manner 
made himfclf known. Hut what is a mark of the ut- 
i.ioH degree of obllinacy, anti-more efpecially engages 
God not to fpare finners, i> their not dreading his judg¬ 
ments, though they arc f<> exceeding guilty, nor ui- 
•'eavouring avert them by repentance. 


C II A P- 
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C II A P. II. 

TLjT$ I II S chapter contains two tilings : I. Aji ex- 
J Exhortation to the Jews to confefs their fins, and 
to be converted, before God executed upon them the 
decrees of his 'wrath. II. A prophecy, fignifying, 
that God would lave a remnant of that people ; that 
he would caule the Jews to dwell again in the land‘of 
Canaan and that the neighbouring nations, the Phi- 
lijlines , 1 Moabites , Ammonites and the Ethiopian!, finould 
be rooted out, and the Ajfyrians too, who were at that 
time fo powciful, and Nineveh their capital city. 

Reflections. 

\K? F, are here taught, I. That when God appears 
provoked, the Hired way to prevent the effects 
of his wrath, is fpeedily to repent, and turn to him, 
before he puts his threatnings in execution. II. That 
the piety, zeal and uprightnds of thole that fear God, 
are fumetiir.es the means of turning away his anger 
and that the Lord, never fails to remember the lighte- 
ous, vphen he punifiies the wicked. T'his is the re- 
ile&ion to be made on thele words of Zeplwdah: 

. Seek ye tie / or A, all ye meek rf the earth? which have 
iviou»bt his jne’vfeck rightecnfiicfs, feek ineeknefs: 
It mc.\ le, i t )hall le Ltd in tl e day of the Lord's ar.^er. 
1ft. The prophet foretels, that God would bring the 
Jews bark from their captivity, and that the Nations 
which were their enemies fhould be utterly laid walle. 
Thele predictions were not long before they .were ful¬ 
filled. The king of Babylon l'ubducd the feverul na¬ 
tions here mentioned •, in particular, the dedruchon of 
the famous city and of the Ajlyrian empire, 

was feen at that time. All thele events ihew, that 
God is a righteous iudge ; that he redrains the malice, 

wJ ^ t 1 * 
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pride and power of nations and kings; that he takes 
in hat# the caui'e of his church, and pceferves it a- 
midft the revolutions that happen in the world, and 
in fpite of the attempts of thofe who defire to de^ 
{troy it. 

C H A P. III. 

Z EP II A X1A ll denounces the utmoft miferier. 

againft Jerufalem, becaufe the jews had not 
hearkned to the voice of the Lord. He complains of 
the unjuft acts committed by magiftrates; of*the lies 
of the falfe prophets; of the impiety of the prieits, 
and of the obrtinary of the people, who had made a 
right ufe neither of the patience of God nor his cor¬ 
rections, nor of the example of other nations, and par¬ 
ticularly of the Jews of the ten tubes, who were al¬ 
ready ctcftroyed. He threatens them with a Ipcedy 
tlefblation upon that account; promiling, however, 
that God would do them good, and give them fur¬ 
ther reafon ro ‘rejoice, by bringing them again from 
ftrange nations into their own land, and pouring out 
his btefiings upon them. 

R e n, i tri o*n s. 

I, * I' II E prophet here complains, that the city of 
"j:i ufn'an had icfufed to hear the voice of God, 
and to receive in!'.;nction; that the magiftrates, 
priefts and pioplicis, wire impious, unjuft, and 
profane; and that the whole nation was extremely 
hardened; to which he adds, that though God was 
in the midfl of them, and daily did all that was ne ; 
ceflary to bring them hack to him, they were ftran 
gers both to fiiarr.c and repentance. Thefe complaints 
ought to be lcriouily confidercd, as they fhew us, 
that God is always juft and good ; and therefore, 
that wc may not aicribc his judgments, and the evils 

v that 
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that befal men, to any other caufe than their wicked- 
nefs, and their refitting the voice of the Lord.. Above 
all, we «inay learn from this chapter, that the greateft 
misfortune that can happen to any people, and which 
md a certainly expofes them to the divine vengeance, 
is w.en their fpiritual or temporal rulers negled the 
duties dieir calling, and trample under foot the laws 
of religion and juftice. II. We mutt take notice, in 
the next place, that God had caufed the Jews to fee 
the deftru&ion of feveral nations, and efpecially of their 
brethren the Israelites , that they might karn by thefe 
examples to fear him •, but becaufe they had perfevered 
in their rebellion, the fire of his wrath was going to 
confume them. Thofe who fee the examples of di¬ 
vine juftice, and the miferies which befal others, and 
do not improve by them, aggravate their guilt and 
puniftiment, and have reafon to expedl the fevereft ef¬ 
fects of the divine vengeance. Laftly, The promiles 
which Zepbaniab adds to thele threatnings, teach us, 
that as God afflicts men only to chaftife and purify 
them, he removes the afflictions as foon at they return 
to him. Thus he reftored peace to the Jews, and re¬ 
called them from Babylon, when the feventy years of 
their captivity were accomplifhed. 


'The End of the Book of the Prophet Zethaniah. 
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BOOK 


Of the Prop h 

H A G G A I. 


ARGUME N T. 


'Jhe three lajt prophets* Haggai, Zerhariah, and M.i- 
Jachi, /rophefed after the return of the Jets from 
Babylon. Haggai -teas feut to exhort the Jews to re¬ 
build the temple rf Jerufalem, and to declare in teem 
that the Mcffiah wtild fern come, and that thefory <f 
hiski.gdom wottId be aery great. 

C II A P. I. 


I N this chapter, the prophet reproaches the Jews 
for being more concerned in building their own- 
houfes, than in rebuilding the temple • 1 le tells 
them, that their negligence and want of zeal was 
the reafon that God had punifhed them by a dearth ; 
whereupon Zerubbdbel , the governor of ' fcrulaletn , 
and ycfhua the*chief prieff, and all the people, fet 
about building the houfe of God. 


R £ f t. r moss after reading the chapter. 

T-T 4 G G A /’s reproof of the Jews for neglefting 
to rebuild th'* temple, while they took fo 
much pains about their own houfes, leads us to con- 

fuVr, 
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fider, that It is a very great fault to be more concern¬ 
ed for our temporal interells, and for the conveni- 
-ncies of this life, than for th« glory of God, and his 
-e. It mull next be oblerved, that as God pu- 
V lukewarmnefs and negligence of the Jews, 
o, ”ng their labours, and by fending them 

deart 1. rennels-, lb they who want zeal for the 

fervice 01 jJ, deprive themfelves of his blefiing ; 
whereas he bleiles thofe who leek firft the kingdom 
of God and its righteoufnefs, and together with fpiri- 
tual, grants them -alfo temporal blefllngs. Laftly, 
The deference which Zerubbabel , the governor of Jc- 
rufalem , and JoJhun the high priell, and all the people, 
paid to the remonllrances of Hagga'i, teach us, to re¬ 
ceive with lubmiffion the divine exhortations; and 
that thofe who are irr authority, either in church or 
Hate, lhould employ themfelves with courage, and to 
the utniolt of their power, in works of piety, and in 
promoting the true worlhip of God. • 

C H A P. II. 

I. rTl II ]7 prophet forctels, that though the tem- 

Jt pie of the Jews then building, was inconli- 
derable in companion with that built by Solomon, yet 
that the glory"of tiny: lecond temple lhould be greater 
than the ^lory of the former, and that the blelhng of 
God lhould fpread itlelf from thence over all nations. 

II. Hoggin declares, that the Jews and their facriiices 
had' been reputed unclean before God, and he had 
bent barrennets among them, whilll they neglefted to 
rebuild his temple, but that for the future he' would 
bids them. I.allly, 1 le foretels, that God would do* 
ftroy many kingdoms, aijd recompence the zeal of Zc- 
rii&babc!, governor of the Jews. 


R E l L L C- 
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Reflections. 

9 I' H E mod important reflection to be made up¬ 
on this chapter, relates to the prophecy of Hag- 
gait which foretels that the glory of the fecond 
temple, which was built after the captivity, fl-ould 
be much greater than that of the firft temple, which 
Solomon had built, and which had been burm by the 
Chaldeans. Here it mult be obferved, that the tem¬ 
ple of Solomon was much richer, and more magnifi¬ 
cent than that built in the time of Ilaggai ; but that 
neverthelds,* the glory of the fecond would be much 
greater, becaule the Mefiiah was to enter Into it. 
This prophecy, the truth and accomplifhment of 
which can be lhewn no other way, plainly foretels, 
that the Meffiah Ihould come whilft the fecond temple 
was ftanding and as that temple no longer fubfiits, 
we mult necefljrily confels, that the Mefiiah is come, 
and that this Meifiah is Jefus Chritl our Lord. This 
is one of the cleared and mod exprefs prophecies in 
the old iVftament. Another confideration which 
t.-.is cliapter fuggeits to us is, that the Jews were 
«*deemed unclean, and God punillied them by fear- 
tit y, whilft they neglected to rebuild the temple. From 
whence vve may learn, that we can have no fl-ype in 
the divine bleflings, when we Are carelel's and indif¬ 
ferent in what relates to his fervice. Lc.fi ly, It muil 
be remarked, that, according t6 the predictions of 
Jfagga:, the Perfuin and Grecian monarchies, which 
oppofed the Jews, were deftroyed, as that of the 
haoylonians had been ; that the Jews were fupported 
in their own land; that 7 >rub!>abe /, and his de- 
feendant, fub filled in a glorious ftate for a very long 
time; and that at length our Lord was born of his 
pollerity. Thus have the predictions of the prophets 
a ways been fulfilled, and tlfb promifes of God navel" 
failed of being put in execution. 

The End oj the Bjok of the Prophet IIaocai. * 

T \I E 




THE 


B O OK 

Of the P R 0 P H E T 

ZECHARIAH. 


ARGUMENT. 

Zechariah was fent at the fame time , and upon the fame 
nctafton as Haggai, which was to encourage the 
Jews to rebuild t u t temple. In this book there are a 
. great many viftons and jigures, defcribing what was 
to happen to the Jews. ’There are likewife feveral 
prophecies relating to Jehus Chnjl, and particularly 
to his royal entry into Jerufalem ; to the thirty pieces 
ir which Juilas received to betray hint ; to the 
dejlrulhqitsej the Jews , and the calling of the Gentiles. 

C il A P. I. 

I N this chapter Zechariah does two things: I. 
He exhorts the Jews to repentance, and not to 
imitate their fathers, who, for defpiling the re- 
monftraryes of the prophets, had been fent into cap¬ 
tivity. II. He relates two vilions: one of a man rid¬ 
ing upon a red horle; the meaning of which was, 
that God would have companion upon Jerufalem \ 
that he would rellore the Jews, and watch over them 

•for 
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for their good: the other is, the vifion of the four 
horns, and four carpenters -, which fignified, that God 
would defeat the defigns and endeavours of the ene¬ 
mies of his people, and would bring down the powt v 
of the kingdoms and nations which had let them- 
felvcs againft thenl. 

Reflections after >e.:d.ay the charter. 

\X/ H A T we are here to confider, is, I. That ex* 
’ hortation to repentance, which God a .Id re feed 
to the Jews : Return ye to vie, and I irdl retain ti 
you. Thefe words Shew, that God is ready to par¬ 
don, and reflore his j eace and favour t;» ;i.o:e who 
have provoked him by their fins, as f«m as they 
return iincerely to him* II. God declares to the 
Jews, that their fathers refufing to be converted, and 
to hearken to the voice of the prophets, who ex¬ 
horted them to turn from their iniquities, was the 
reafon w hy he had put in execution the threatnings 
denounced againft them by thole prophets. This is 
a warning to us, not to abufe the long-fufiering of 
God, nordelpil'e e ither his exhortations or threatning*-. 
111. God lent vihons and an ancrel to Zcchari ib, to 
allure him, that he was moved with conm; at 
the fad condition of "jemfiL m •, and th.r had re - 
folved to ratio it from its ruins, and . ■ > iicer it 
from the opprefiion it laboured under, and to lee me 
it from the plots arid attempts of its enemies. Tliele 
words of the angel are very remaikabie, and evi<lently ’ 
difcover to us that God lees and governs all ev\m% 
especially wlut concerns his church -, that what'ver 
Itate it is in, he is its defender, and never leaves it in 
the hands of thole that leek to dcllroy it. 


C II A^h 
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I. O D fhews Zechariah in a vifion a man hold- 
ing a meafuring line in his hand; which the 
angel explains, by telling him, that Jerufalem Ihould 
be rebuilt, and inhabited again and that God would 
be a wall to it. II. The prophet invites the Jews, 
which were Hill at Babylon , to'return to Jerufalem ; 
denounces the judgments of God againft their ene¬ 
mies ; exhorts the Jews to rejoice, and foretels that 
other nations fhould jein with them, an«j Become like- 
wife the people of God. 

Reflections. 

\fyf E lee in this chapter, as well as in the whole 
prophecy of Zechariah, very plain proofs of 
God’s love and protection of the Jewifh nation; as 
he himlelf expreffes in rhefe words : I will be a wall of 
fire round about Jer.filem. Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter 
of Sion: For lo 1 come , and will dwell in the midft of 
thee, faith the Lord. The truth of thefe promifes ap¬ 
pears in the recalling the Jews that were captives at 
Babylon, and in the favours which God granted them 
after tfc$ii^pturn to Jerufalem ; but thefe promifes are 
yet more-,' * '>.ible to the Chriftian church ; which is 
the tru' NJy/j'that fhall continue for ever, and into 
which other nations were to be admitted, and become 
the people of Got!; he dwelling in the midit of them, 
as their everlarting protestor. Thefe reflexions are 
very proper to till with confidence all the true mem¬ 
bers of the church, and confirm them more and more 
•in godlinefs. 

C H A r. III. 

Z ' EC H ARIA II fees the high prieft Jcflrua 
Handing before the angel, with that is to 
lay, an adversary Handing by him. This adverfary 

repie- 
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reprefented the people that hated the Jews, and hin¬ 
dered them from rebuilding their city and temple. But 
the angel threatens this adverfary with the judgments 
of God ; commands J'Jbua to put on his prieftly gar¬ 
ments, and prpmifes him, as well as the Jews, a par¬ 
ticular blefiing and protection. This is exprefled in 
this chapter by the vifion there fet down, and by the. 
Hone which had feyen eyes : Thole eyes rcprclcnt the 
knowledge of God and his providence, which ruleth 
over all. The delign of all this was to fhcw, that 
God would prdcrve Jerufalem and the temple, in (pile 
of the oppoiition of their enemies. 

RtHECTION S. 

'TMIIS chapter prefents us with thole three obfer- 
rations : I. That as the enemies of the Jews for¬ 
merly with all their might oppofed the building of 
the temple, and relloring the divine fervicej.l'o thole 
who labour to promote the glory of God, almoft al¬ 
ways meet with oppofuion, but ought by iro means 
to be difeouraged by it. II. The angel threatens the 
adverfary of the Jews, that God would reltrain his 
malice, and defeat his attempts ; that the high priclt 
\JoJkua Ihould execute iiis office in the te.7.1^;; and 
that divine fervice Ihould be there p rfo- 'jed as be¬ 
fore. Thcfe words of the ann-el clc;...' 1 u: e, that 

O « 

God was the protector of JouJalcin, end of thole 
who had the divine worlhip at heait; and allinc us, 
that he \yill always confound the enemies of true reli¬ 
gion, and of Ins church, and will be the defender and 
fupport of all luch as frrve him faithfully. III. VS it 
mult here remember the remark which St Peter and, 
St Jude make upon thefe words of the angel to the 
adverfary, who reprefented the enemies of the J*rws •, 
The Lord rebuke thee ; upon which words thrle a- 
poftles obferve, that fince tlu; angels thcmlelves do 
not pronounce the leniency of condemnation againft 

\ luch 



Chap. Ill, IV, V. 495 

fuch as are exalted in dignity, but refer them to the 
judgment of God; it is never lawful to revile and 
ipeak evil of the higher powers, but that we ought 
^always to fpeak of them with mcckncfs and refpeft. 

CHAP. IV. 

I N this chapter Zecbariab relates the vifion of the 
golden candleftick and the two olive trees; which 
vifion implied, that Jerufalem and the temple fhould 
be reftored by the divine affiftance, and by' the care of 
Jcfhua the high prieft, and of Zerublabel the gover¬ 
nor ; who are here called the two olive trees, and the 
two Ions of oil, that is, the two anointed of the Lord. 

Reflections. 

T"* H E vifion in this chapter teaches us, that as 
. God formerly protected Zcrubbabel and JoJLua , 
the two chief rulers of *he Jews, at a time when they 
met with grfat oppofition •, fo he blefies and fupporrs 
all his faithful fcrvants; and that, in particular, he 
will defend and bids thole, who, being in the ma- 
giftracy, or in the holy miniftry, employ themfelves 
zealoi'il, vor his glory, and for the edification of his 
church. , 1 ' 


CHAP. V. 

T HE fifth chapter contains two vifions: the 
firft is, the vifion of the flying roll, or book, 
wherein were contained the curies of God’s law, de¬ 
nounced againft thieves and perjured perfons •, which 
vifion reprefents the divine vengeance purfuing the 
hypocritical and ungodly Jews. The time in which 
Zecbariab prophefied, gives room to fuppole, that 
thefe threatnings regard thofe who made ule of fraud 
and facrilege with refpeff to what had been dedicated 

to 
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to the rebuilding the temple, and rcitoring the divine 
fervice. This appears from the reproaches of the 
prophet Mal.icli , who prophefied at that time. The 
iecond vilion is that of theephah, which was a mea- 
fure ufed to meafure corn with and the lenfe of the 
viiion leems to be, that the Jews, having tilled up the 
meafure of tluir iniquities, were carried away cap¬ 
tives, and that by this means their iin had been, as it 
were, carried away to : y.’cn. 


Rm.Ec t i o n s. 

f 

H E firft of Zcdarinds viiions here let down 
"*■ engages us to conlidcr, that the curie of God 
purities the uni oft, perjured peri'ons. and more par¬ 
ticularly, tinged 1 ;-', facrilcgiutis, and hypo-.ritical n.eii, 
whodefpiie religion, and profane the fa vnm of God. 
This curf.- cleaves to their persons, their goods 2 nd 
even to thrr j Kilter it v ; God ptmilh s them by t.u ■. 
means, an : making them l'erve as an example of ;.i> 
iuft vengeance. Jn the lecontl vilion we may rcm..rk, 
that as the Jews were curled c..ptives to /c.-vkc, for 
the pumlhment of their ft:.-, in inch manner, how¬ 
ever, that after they had m or.ed a long time in that 
country, for their punk riant, God brou'k'.t them 
from thence; fo likewise God punilh-s a cT> all ills 
men, when they have filled up the 1 .' , • ■ of their 

iniquities; but -he docs it with an int. iu to recovei 
them, that they may become aftcrwaius the objects 
of his love. 


C H A l>. VI. 

I. A N angel fliews Zecbariab four chariots, which’ 
Ji\. were going to the feveral parts of the world. 
This emblem feems to denote that there had hap¬ 
pened, and would happen, great c hanges in the em¬ 
pires of the world; and particulaily, in the four 

monar- 
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monarchies, which Daniel and the other prophets had 
fpokenof; and that amidft all theft changes, provi¬ 
dence would preftrve the Jews, and execute judg¬ 
ments on their enemies. II. The angel orders the 
prophet to receive the gold and filver which Ionic 
confiderable perfons would give him, and make 
therewith crowns for "JoJhua the high piieit, and to 
put them into the temple for a memorial that Jcfiua. 
fhould exercife the prielVs office, and that the temple, 
and the divine fervice lliould continue. 

Reflections. 

'I' 11 O U G H the viffons here related are attended 
with fome obfeurity, yet this we fee in general, 
that there had happened, and \ve:e ftill to happen, 
great revolutions in the world; and particularly, in 
the ftates and kingdoms that had any relation to the 
people of God ; but that the I ,ord would fo over¬ 
rule all thefe events, that the kings and people ffiould 
do nothing but what God had determined, and that 
the Jews fhould always experience his luve and pro¬ 
tection. The fecond part of this char u i ihews more 
particularly, that God would reward in a glorious 
manifcV V'/' zeal of 'Jo/hua the high priclt, and would 
keep up. •' rwilhip at "jaufalnn. i'rom whence we 
may toiu.Vie, that if God formerly protected the 
Jews and their lulers in troubldome times, and pun 
ifhed the princes and kingdoms which had made war 
agairilt them, he will never fuller all the powers of 
the world or hell to prevail againit his church ; aiui 
that Jel'us Chrift, the great high priclt and king oi 
his church, will always lupport it, and dell my v. hu> 
ever oppoles his kingdom. 


Voi.. IT. 


i i 
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ZECHARIAH, 

CHAP. VII, and VIII. 

T il F S E two chapters treat of the fame fubjedt, 
and Ihould therefore be read together. The 
Jews having enquired of the priells, whether they 
ihould continue to keep the fails, as they had done 
during the leventy years of the captivity ? Zcchariab, 
by way of reply, does thefe four things ; I. He afks 
them, whether they had farted truly, and for God’s 
fake ? II. He adds, that God had fulfilled the threat - 
nings of Ids prophets ; and becaufe their fathers had 
not lived righteoufly, he had diljjerled them over all 
the world. III. He tells them, that the jealoui'y of 
the I.ord, and the love he bore his people, would 
induce him to call them back, and to blefs them, 
provided that, for the future, they would let them- 
felves to do that which was right.. IV. The prophet 
directly anfwers their qudtion, and declares, tli.it the 
four falls, which had till then been kepi in memory 
of the fiege of J.rufilcm, the taking of that city, the 
deflruction of the temple, and the murder of Cia'.a- 
liao, Ihould be changed into clays of joy, and that 
even fevcral nations Ihould join themielvcs v-i'4; them 
to worfhip the true God. 

K E i L V. C T I O N S. 

I. r T' 11 L S F. two chapters teat. h us, that falling and 
prayer cannot pleale God, unlefs they be at- 
t r.ded with reformation, and that without this efifpof- 
tion, he lias no ngaid to the woilhip we pay him. 
11. The example ol the Jews, who weie chlpeifcd a- 
ir.ong the nations, for not walking upright!v, and 
lor cl'-lj llihg the t i:r*. ts and rcmoni’tnmccs of the pio- 
Ih-.w- us, ti.-::t God never threat; ns in vain, and 
that he | urn fins Jcvcrciy the contempt of hr. won!, 
and obllinatcly pcriillnig in fin.. 111. In the piomiks 
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made by Zeehariah to the Jews, and the change made 
in their fafting days, we fee that God loves his church, 
amt rhat after he has chaftened it, his power brings 
peace, and caufes joy to fucceed afflictions. IV. We 
Ihould carefully attend to what God by his prophet 
1 fays to the Jews : Lheje are the things that ye jhall do : 
Speak ye every yian the truth to his neighbour •, execute 
the judgment of truth and peace in your gates ; a :d let 
none of you imagine evil :n your hearts againjl l is neigh¬ 
bour, and love no fa'.fe oath: for alltheje are things that 
I hate , faith the Lord. Thefe noble exprellions teach 
us, that the lure 11 , and indeed the only way to render 
ourfelves acceptable to God, is to live in innocence, 
juftice, charity, and holinefs. Laftly, We have in 
the la ft words of the eighth chapter a prophecy, that 
feveral nations would one day join with the Jews in 
worihipping the true God; which came to pafs firft, 
when after the captivity a great number of idolaters 
embraced the Jewilh tchgion, and afterwards, when 
the heathen were converted to the chritlian religion. 

C H A P. IX. 

f. rr\} f K prophet forctels, that the Syrians, the 
X '.-is, the Suhmans, the Phi'fines, and 
the ot he; Vik mies of his people, ilioukl be uelboyed. 
II. He comihirs fnufa.tm with the pro mile of the 
coming of her king ; lie proclaims deliverance to the 
captive Jews, an.l every blelling. 

Reflections. 

I. p O I) executed his threatnings againft the na- 
tions mentioned in this chapter, by means of 
Alexander the great, who iiibdued them, as well as 
by the Jews, who conquered feveral cities in Syria, 

1 i > Edom, 
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Edom , and the country of the Pbilift hies , as we Ic.irn 
from , and the hiltory of the Maccabees-. 

and who gained great advantages over Antiocbiu 

king of II. Zecbariab foretels likc- 

vd'e, that among -thole nations, God would bring 
many per funs to the knowledge of himfelf; which 
came to pah, when ieveral heathens in thole coun¬ 
tries embrace i the Jewith’ religion. III. We have 
here an exprelh prophecy, foretelling, that God would 
fend to "Je>e:n a king and mighty deliverer ; that 
t' is king Ihviuld appear in a mean and abject condi¬ 
tion tii u he ihould come riding upon an als ; but 
that r.cvcrti.ele!"'), he Ihould give lignal proofs of his 
infinite pov.tr. This prophecy was accompli Hied, 
when J-efusCinitl made his royal entry into Jouj: V«, 
fix da)s beiore ins derail, tiding upon an als, and fol¬ 
lowed bv a great multitude* of p. Opk*; and when, 
alter Ids death ami r-.lurnvtion, he ellabhlhed his 
k.ngdom thmughout the v.nii 1. '] his is one of the 
«haracters by wbkh v.e thkov.r tli.it Jclus C.brill 
i. the di pioni:!’-! by the piopluts; and theft* 

wools o; Z t or ’/», lie, ( J i ht-pbler r.f Z. or. \ be- 
/e . t/"i •>.'>/ ; tn Mgc us to Ihaie in 

tii it toy, \v!n. .h the turning ol the retketuT' vas«o 
rc alion to tin dim. h. and U) iubmg.m * n as ot.r 
pycit an 1 god king, who icigas of i - 1 / only tp 
make tie i: .p: y. 

C II A 1\ X. 

Z I!AR !.■ 11U aft< r lie had promifed the few--., 

at tin: end of the former chapter, that God ’ 
would fend them plenty anti blcflings of every kind, 
exhorts them to apply to God, aijd not to idols, to 
obtain them, as they had done before, when they 
were fedtired by their rulers and by falfe prophets, 
which had provoked God’s wrath againll them. I h* 
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renews his promifes that God, who was the fupport 
the Jews, would gather them again from the 
arAtfries where ieveral of them were lhll difperfed, 
and that lie would compleatly humble the power and 
pride of the /ljjyrians , Egyptians, and the other ene- 
mies*of his people. 

Rlflhctions. 

H I S chapter engages us co confider, I. That 
iince God is the author of all blefijpgs, tempo¬ 
ral as well as lpiritual, from him alone we ought 
ro expeft them ; and that in order to obtain them, 
we mull devoutly a(l<, and with fidelity lerve him. 
II. T hat ail the predictions of Ze^hatiab and the 
other prophets, concerning the return of the Jews, 
and the ddliuction of the nations that made war a- 
gainll them, were fulfilled and therefore, we have 
no reuion to doubt but Jioie holy men were inlpired 
by God, and that the dodrinc contained in their writ¬ 
ings Jhould be jeceived as the word of God himielf. 


C II A P. XI. 

T *l chapter deferibes in general the judgments 

1 ! ' K on the people of Ur ad. Thefe he re- 
prelents, Ay laying, that he had in his hand two (laves, 
that is, lhe| hcrds crooks ; that one of them was called 
beauty •, which denoted the covenant that the Jews 
had made with God : and the other was called bands, 
which implied the union of the two people of I Jr ad 
and Judah. 1 te fays, that thefe two flaves were 
broken, to lignify, that God would no longer feed 
or govern the Jews, but that he would fcatter them 
over all the world. The prophet adds, that three 
fhepherds, or three leaders, were cut off ui one 
month •, the meaning of which may he, that t:u p,.:i- 
cipal orders of the Jewilh leaders lhotild be abolillied 

1 i 3 if 
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in a fhort time. We have here alfo the prophecy of 
our Saviour’s being betrayed for thirty pieces of filver. 

Reflections. 

Q N this chapter let us make thefe two reflections: 

I. That as the covenant God had made with 
the Jews, did not hinder him from ratting them off 
and forfaking them, bccaufe they had broken it; lo 
our covenant with God will not lkrent ir. trom his 
wrath, if wc break it and prove unfaithful. II. 
The other reflection relates to thefe words: "J'-y 
weighed fer my price thirty pieces of fi'.vet ; and the 
I.erd Paid vn:o me , Cijl :t unto the potter. The 
Evangelifts obferve, that tins prophecy was fulfilled, 
when Judas received of the Jews ti)i:ty pieces of filver 
to betray our Lord, and when that monev which Judas 
rail: into the temple, was applied by the psierts in 
the purchafe of the potter’s field. This prediction 
fhews, that all which befel Jefus Chrift was fo di¬ 
rected by providence, and had been long before fig- 
nuied by the prophe's, that by tie fe feveral churactcis 
he might be known to be the Meiiiah. 

C H A P. XII. 

'V 

T HIS chapter contains promiles''./ belralf of 
Jerufalem ; the prophet Iikewiie lbretels, that 
the Jews mould be afianltcd, but that God would 
confound their enemies. 

Reflections 

I. r T' H E truth of the promifes here made to the 
* A Jews, appeared in the divine protection of 
that people after their return from the captivity 
and chiefly, in the glorious deliverance which God 
vouchfaf-d them by the Maccibeis. II. We mull re¬ 
member that tb'le words, 7 hey Jh-itl look upon ;»•’ 

whom 
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whom they have pierced, and they Jhall mourn for him, 
delate to our Lord Jefus Chrift. St John quotes 
tnd.*>^ to reprefent the greatnefs of the crime the Jews 
had committed in crucifying him ; the feverity of 
the punifliments they drew upon themfelves by that 
means, and the terror that fhall fall upon the wick¬ 
ed, when our LordWhall come at the laft day to judge 
the world. 


C II A P. XIII, 


I- Hr* H E prophet foretels that there fhould be a 
JL fpring and fountain open for the Jews, that 
idolatry fliould be b f miflied from the midlt of them, 
and that falfe prophets fliould no more be fullered a- 
mongft them, but fhould be rejected even by their 
nearefl; relations. II. He foretels, that God would 
fmite the fhepherd, and that the flieto or the flock 
Ihoukl be Scattered ; tint two parts of the people 
lhouid be cut oil, but that a third fliould be preferv- 
cd and dedicated to the fervice of God. 

Reflections. 


w *,* vi : we read in this chapter, relates to the 
‘. • ■'.'he lews were to be in after their return 


from t it*captivity. Zecbariah lays, that God would 
poui upon them his grace; that he would ‘cleanfe 
them Jiom their fins ; that they would not any more 
fall into idolatry, nor hearken to falfe prophets per- 
fuading them to worfhip idols; that, however, that 
people and their rulers fliould be fmitten, and ex- 
pofed to great calamities ; but that there fliould be in 
thofe times a great number of Jews, who being pu¬ 
rified by affliction, would i'erve God faithfully and 
zealoufly. AH thefe things befel the Jews, between 
their return from Babylon and the coming of Jefus 
Chrift; and particularly, at the time of the perfecu- 

1 i 4 tion 
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tion of Antiocbus. In a more perfect fenfe, this pro¬ 
phecy fets before us the graces which God has con¬ 
ferred on his church under the gofpel, wafhinoW^ 
way the fins of men by the blood of his Son, and re¬ 
covering them from idolatry and corruption, that 
they might become the people of God, and ferve him 
with purity. i 


C II A P. XIV. 

Z EC.llAR 1 AH foretels, that Jerufalcm fhould 
be attached by powerful enemies ; but that 
God would fave a remnant of his people, and exalt 
them to* great glory; that the grace of God fhould 
fiom Jerufalcm fpread over other nations -, that flrangc 
nations fhould worfhip God, and fuhmit to his go¬ 
vernment ; and that the enemies of the church, and 
thofe who refilled to give glory to God, fhould be 
overwhelmed with his judgments. 

Reflection* s. 

E are to leek for the accomplifhment of the 
promifes God here makes in favour., Jeru¬ 
falcm and his people, firft, in the flacuo^ ,\he Jews 
after their return from Babylon , in their' .vars with 
their enemies, and in the fignal deliverances God 
granted tliem upon feveral occasions, efpecially when 
they were perfecuted by Antiocbus. Theft advantages 
raid'd that nation to very great glory, and engaged 
thofe Jews, who were difperled in Egypt and other 
countries, to come to Jcrufalem to worfhip the God 
of their fathers, and attend at the folemn falls. . But 
it is to be confidered, that the Jews did not long 
continue in that happy condition, not long enough 
to anfwer to the glorious promifes God had made 
them ; that JauJalm was afterwards intirely de- 

ftroyed; 
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ftroyed; and that while it did fubfift, it could not be 
•(aid that God reigned, *as Zecbariab here foretels. 
VWsfctffore this prophecy ought to be underftood in a 
fpiritind and more perfect fenfe, as it relates to the 
chriftian church, of which Jefus Chrift is the king 
and proteftor; and in which all nations are gathered 
together to worfhip God in ipirit and in truth. 


The End of the Book of the Prophet Zechariah. 
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ARGU M E N 'I'. 

Malachi, the hjt of the prophets, dees two things in 
his prophecy. I. He exhorts the feces to ujvm to: 
dijlriers that were committed among them, ejpeci.ilg 
in the divine fervlce, and to ic converted. II. He 
f Crete’s the ejlah’.ijhnnnt of the g'fjel w or (hip, the 
coming of John the haptiji ; and of ft'fus Chrijt , iv.d 
the lad ruin of the Jems. 

C II A I\ I. 

I. TT N this chapter God reproaches the Jews, that 
I though he had loved and choicn then for his 
JL people, before the pofterity of '(-.fan, yet they 
had been ungrateful for his favours. II. I Ic reproves 
the priefts and the people for offering to him un¬ 
clean things, and beafts that had blemilhes, which 
was againlt the law; and he foretcls, that the time 
drew near when men fliould offer every where to God 
a pure fervicc, and facrilices that fliould be acceptable 
to him. 

Reflections after reading the chapter. 

I. £"10 I), to convince the Jews that he had loved 
them in a very particular manner, tells 

them 
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them at the beginning of this prophecy, that he had 
loved "Jacoby and hated Efau ; the meaning of which 
is, he had chofen Jacob preferably to Efau his 
brother to be admitted into covenant with him•, and 
that he had not reftored the Edomites , the defcendants 
of Efau , after their deftruftion, as he had reftored 
the Jews, the pofterity of Jacob, by bringing therfi 
again to Jerufalem. St Paul quotes this pafiage of 
Malachi , in the ninth chapter of the epiftle to the 
Romans , to fhew, that God may choofe whom he 
pleafes, and grant them extraordinary favdbrs, which 
he vouchfafes not to others; and that if we are fo 
happy as to be the people of God, we owe it wholly 
to his goodnefs, and to the free and gracious choice 
he has been pleafed to make of us. II. We here fee 
that the Jews, notwithllanding, the love which God 
had exprelled towards them, did not honour him as 
they ought. This God complains of, when he fays, 
A fon bonourcth bis father , and a fervant his majler; 
if then I be a father, tuber e is mine honour? and if I 
be a majler, where is inv fear ? Thefe words teach us, 
that they, who return the divine love only with dif- 
obedience, are guilty of foul ingratitude; and that it 
is in vain r o call God our Father and our Lord, if we do 
not render him.,the fear and honour which are due to 
hinvTli. Thole who are called to the holy miniftry,. 
ought to dilcharge it in fuch a manner, that God may 
not have occafion to reproach them, as he did thejewilh 
priefts, with dilhonouring his name, and rendring 
his fervice contemptible. IV. The prophet com-, 
plains, that the. Jews, out of a principle of covetouf- 
. nels, brought into the temple unfuitable offerings, 
and prelented only things of the imalleft value; 
which God looked upon as facrilege and impiety. 
This fhould make us fhun covetoufnefs, and 
excite us to a<5l finccrely, and after the moft per- 
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fedt manner, in all things that concern the glory of 
God and his fervice. Laftly, Malacbi foretels, that 
the name of God fhould be great among all rytions, 
and that in all places incenfe and pure oblations fhould 
be offered to his name. This prophecy fignified, that 
the name of God would be made known throughout 
the world, by the preaching of the gofpel •, and is to 
be underftood of the worfhip that would be paid a- 
mong all nations, after the manifellation of the Mef- 
fiah. This engages us to difcharge thefe juft duties, by 
offering alvOays to God luch fpmtual facrificcs as he 
will accept through Jefus Chriltour Lord. 

ciiap. ii. 

T HIS chapter confifts of two parts: I. God 
reproves the negligence and impiety of the 
priefls, who, inltead of having at heart the glory ot 
God, and faithfully infbuding the Jews, as their 
function obliged them, difhonoured their miniltrv, 
rendered the divine fervice contemptible, and caulrd 
the people to fin ; for which he threatens them with 
his curies. If. God complains, that the Jews had 
married idolatrous women, contrary to the law v and 
that they violated the facred law s of marriage*,-by.di¬ 
vorces and by unlawful marriages. 

R e m c t l o n s. 

f I ' H F. firfl: part of this chapter dirc&ly relates to 
the minifters of religion, teaching them that they 
are appointed to procure the glory of God, ro be the 1 
guides of the people, and to inflrud them faithfully, 
both by their dodtrinc and example; that when they 
are wanting in their duty, religion is defpifed, di¬ 
vine fervice is profaned, the people corrupted, and 
they themfclves fall into contempt, and become the 

objefts 
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objedts of the curfe of God. The pallors and gover¬ 
nors of the church, ought to have thefe reflections 
cont^ally before their eyes. The fecond part of 
this chiDter contains very important directions about 
marriage. Here we fee that God is offended when 
the facred laws of marriage are broken, either by 
divorces, or by polygamy, or in any other manner 
whatever, as well as when we marry perfons guilty of 
idolatry. Malachi fhews, that all thefe diforders are 
contrary to the firfl inftitution of marriage, fince God 
created but one man and one woman at the beginning; 
and this point Jefus Chrift fettles (till more plainly in 
the gol'pel, where he proves, by the firfl inftitution 
made by God after the creation, that marriage is a 
holy Hate, and an indifloluble bond, which equally 
binds the wife and the hufband. Therefore thisftate 
ought to be refpedted, and preferved in its purity 
among Chriftians. 

CHAP. III. 

H E R E are three things to be obferved : I. The 
prophet fbretels,' that God would foon fend 
John the baptift, and that then the Mefliah fhould 
come to purify 1 his church, by eitabhfhing the true 
fgr u ic‘B of God, and by punching the wicked. II. He 
ftverely rebukes the impiety of the Jews, and the fa-* 
cruege they committed in their tithes and offerings. 
III. He refutes the blufphemies of thole profane per¬ 
fons, who gave out that nun lerve God in vain; 
and he fays, that God never fails to reward thofe that 
> fear him, and to diltinguilh them from the ungodly. 

J 

Reflections. 

I. f | A HIS prophecy exprefsly ftiews, that God 
1 was fhortly to fend a prophec, who is here 
called the Angel, or Mellenger of die Lord ; after 

“ ' which 
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which the Lord, whom the Jews expe&ed, ftiould 
enter into his temple. Our Lord Jefus Chrift explains 
this prophecy in the eleventh chapter of St Mctobevj ; 
and declares, that John baptift is that mcflenger who 
was to come. It is evident, this predi&ion*has been 
accomplifhed, fince it foretold, that the Mefliah 
fhould come while the temple at 'Jerusalem was Hand¬ 
ing ; for that temple being deftroyed, there is no 
ambiguity in this prophecy, and we cannot doubt but 
that Jelus is the Melfiah promifed to the Jews. If. 
This prophecy Ihews, that the delign of the coming 
of Jelus Chrift was to lan&ify his church, and to 
make believers lb many priefts and Invites, that is, 
perlons dedicated to the fervice of God. This is a 
powerful motive to chriftians to behave agreeably to 
their holy calling, by devoting themlelves to God, 
and by the purity of their lives. 111. \U \~Jn\ re¬ 
proach of the Jews for tiuyr lins, and particularly 
for their facrilege, and their contempt of the divine 
iervice, is an argument to prove that God would 
have men refpedt every thing that belongs to religion, 
and in particular that it is a great fin to apply to any 
other ptirpofe things that arc devoted to holy ulcs. 
IV. Let us learn Itkewile from hence, to det<*ft pro¬ 
fane fpeeches and fentiments; and above all, to ab¬ 
hor the impiety of thofc, who affirm, that if i' i» 
vain to fear God and to keep his command me$ds. 
The Lord here vtry'txpu l'sly tkdares, that he knows 
thole that feaf him and icverence his name ; that he 
will remember them and their pious behaviour, and 
will always make a juft difference between the righ¬ 
teous and the wicked. 


C II A V. 
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CHAP. IV. 

TV/I''* L/1CH 1 for «eIs the coming of the day 
1VX of God ’ s vengeance,- and the deftruftion of the 
ungodly, under the emblem of fire, which confumes 
all things; and fays, it would be preceeded by the 
coming of the Mefiiah, whom he calls the fun of. 
righteoufnefs, and by the coming of John baptift, to 
whom he gives the name of Elijah , and whofe office 
and miniftry he deferibes'. 


Re elections.. 

^Jp HIS laft chapter of Malachi takes notice of 
three confiderable events. The firft is the ven¬ 
geance which God purpofed to exercife againft the 
ungodly. This’ prophecy exprefles what befel the 
unbelieving Jews foon after the coming of Jefus 
Chrift, when they were deftroyed with their city and 
temple. The fecond is, the manifeftation of the Mef- 
fiah, who is here called the fun of righteoufnefs, with 
healing on his wings. The third is the coming of 
John baptift, to whom Malachi gives the name of 
Elijah the prophet, becaule he was to refemble Eli¬ 
jah in his maniter of living, in his zeal, and in the 
nature’of his office. We find in the gofpel, that this 
i^the true lenfe of this prophecy, our Lord,, having 
expfLisly told us that John baptift was tire Elijah that 
was to come. Thefe leveral predictions are fo many 
proofs which confirm the divine authority'of the holy 
feriptures, the truth of the chriftian religion, the 
Certainty of the prom&s and threatnings of the gof- 
pej, and the necedity-of pra&ifmg all that is therein 
commanded. This is alfo the delign of all the pro¬ 
phecies, ami of all the books of the Old i eftament, 
and the ufe to which they ought to be applied. . 

The End of the Canonical Booki of the Old Tejlament. 







